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E}is is the way to Maintain o7, with the

in of agresr meny, which is contrary ro
the Rules of Honefly: Nor that the Publick
Stack is encrealed by it, for neither ought the
Fublick any more than the Frivaie be main-
tained in a way of Difbonefiy,as this certainly
is. And certainly, the more fuch are permit-
ted, or rolerated, the greater Temptation is
laid before them, toallow unbounded Licens
tioulnefs and Diforder to gain Cultom : And
there is more Prudence in maintaining a few
Poor, than to give them liberty to mike 2
grear many more fo : And itis fuch a Publick
Naufance, that all fober Divines have, 2sthey
had Opportanity, born a fevere Teltimony
againftir, and ferious Chriftians do groan
under the lamenrtable Eifeds of it, and fe:l
the doleful Fruits ot it in their Families,
which they know not how to Remedy. And
lecothers think as they fee gnod, yet I am
verily perfwaded thar the grear Immorali-
ties which abound among us, of which there
is {o gencral a Compizing, will never be re-
duced, till effettual Care be taken, to Re-
trench the one, and Supprefs the other ; for
whillt fuch Seminaries of Wickednefs are
fuffered, it muft be expeded chat the mif
¢chievous Efforts of them will Encreafe and
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SERMON CcCwv.

E are Confidering wherein we may

be guilty of Unrighteoufnefs in the
Gaining of the things of this Life. Two
things have been here obferved, wiz. By
dowa-right Stealing ; and by living out of 2
Lewfal Callicg. 1. In IHdienefs. 2. In an
Unlawful Calling,

( 3.) BY an frregular folbwing of o Lawful
Calling, It is not fufficient that the thing be
Lawfaf, but it muft be done Lawfw/ly ;, and if
this be not regarded the Command is kroken,

AND here are forbidden,

[1.] 4 N over greedy or Covetous craving
after the things of this Life. 'This indeed 15
the Root of many Exorbitancigs ; and where
it influenceth an Employment, it will pat it
out of Order; and every Command is bro-
ken in the Hears, as well as in the Life, and
it begins there; we are therefore rold,1 Tim.
é. 10. The lrve of muney is the root of all evil,
There is a Covetoufnrfs forbidden in the
Tenth Command, whichisanother thing; bue
there is one proper to #his Precept; and
wherein i diffces from sbis, may be en-
quired when we come to Dilconrfe of har,
That which is here concerned, isan Heart
immoderately fer upon thefe things; which
Is charged npon him, Jer. 22. 17. Thiae eyes
and ithine bearr are not but for thy covetonfnels,
And it confifts in an over-valaing of the
Creature, and Idolizing of it 11 our Thots

[AvovusT

and Eftcem; whenee it is called /doiarry, Col.
3. 5. And this Coveronfaefs difcovers it felf
both in the Gaining of thefe things, and the
Improvem: st which Men make of them; and
the former of thefe is the Subject of-ont pre-
fent Conremplation ; and it is to be difcoves
red when the World is fec intheMan's Hearr,
and he muft have ic by Right or Wremg, and
thereupon ail his Projeits and Coutrivances
are how to Compafs it 5 and can never be fa-
tisfied, or fet any Bounds to his Infinite Cra-
vings, but the more he grafps in, the more
doch he grafp afier, Eicl. 4. 3. Hab. 2.5, E-
very Mun hach in him a nacural infatiable
Delire after Huppinels ; hefindsthat he hath
it not in himfelf, but mult go abroad for it
he accordingly fisech upon fone Objedt,from
which he promifeth to himfelf Satistactionin
the Fruition of it, which catries him reftefly
after it 5 and having unhappily fivd his
thoughts upon the Worid as {uch an Objedt,
he Prolecutes it with the greareltEarneftnefs;
and becanlt it cannor anlwer his Expectacion,
he therefore is dowmdtiefs in his Purfuir, fup-
pofing, that by accumulating more of it, he
fhall compafs his Defire ; and mean while'is
further off frum it, than he was when he firlt
far our.

C2.] A Breeking of the Rules preferibed in
the following of bis Employment. God hath
not only fer Bounds to Fmployments thems-
felves, but allo to the Manner of the Profe.
cution of them 5 and Men may Tranfzrefs in
this, as well as in the orber ;. Hence that,
1 Tim, 1. 8. But we Anow thar the lqwo is good,
if @ manufe it lewfuliy. A Man may have fo
much of 2 natural Con(cience Uirring in him,
as to be afraid of taking up a wicked Frade of
Life, and yet he may follow that which in
itfelfis Gaod, fo as o render it Evi/ to him
and this is done more ways than one,

Eipecially,

1. BY wfing of ¥ravd in their Employment,
Every Man in ‘his Calling ought to do bis
Worsk futitanially, thatit may be ferviceable
for the End for whick it is ; When therefare
Men flubber over their Work, and do-it to
the halves, to thar end, that they may make
the greater Gain to themf{elves, this 15 De-
ceitful, and a mweer Cheat; and Men are dif-
appointed in their juft. Expectations; and
this is the roo general Cowplaint againft
Tradefmen, which is doubtlefs a grear Sin
and Provocation : Whereas if Men would be
content with beaefl Guin, there would be no
need of this; and no Man of fenfe but would
b= willing vo be at rational Charge w0 have
their Work well done,

2- WHEN Ferfons thar give Entertainmens,
will allyw Diforders in their Hoafes, to drato
Cuftom and ger Gamm. That {uch an Employ-
ment is Lawful, we have hefore obferved huc
there is 2 great Snare and Temptation in iy
and if Mcn cake not grear heed'to themfelves,
they will ufe it Cafew/e//y. Suchis the Cor-
ruption in Mens Hearts, that rhe moit will
go there,where they may ulz the grearelt Li-

centicufnefs,
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cenuouf.els, and therefure fzch Plzoes where
there 1s the moft unbounded Toleration, {hali

be molt fregnented § and for fachin Profpect of

Gain, to allow Men to Drink to Excefs, to trend
away their precious Time inldlenels & Kxpence,
to make Riots, to {et up nnicafonably, and to
the Diftarbance of others, and to give Enter-
tainment to Children and Servants, isa thing
Vile, and to pervert the End and Ule of fuch
an Ewployment, and torn it intoan Abule.

3. BY jerfuing iher bapinefs fo as 1o
Deny rthemjeives ihe  necefary  Keiaxation
apbich GGod Dath allowed them,  When they arc
fo eager in plotting and purfuing their Aflairs,
that they give their very Budies no Eafe, and
their Cares will not{ufter them 1o Sleep in their
Beds ; i that they witerly bereave remfelves
of ali predent Comfot, except what they cx-
traft from their cxpecod Gain: Thos the Wile
Man delenbes thanan, Foc 20 23, For acilas
da,s arc forr ws, amt e sravel, grie) o yea
bis beart sakerh not vefian e nighy, This s
a/fo ceroy. And what 1s this but to prefume
to make themiclves Huppy, by rendring of
theml lves remarkal ly Hliferadle.

a. BY cacroacbing wpon Hely Time, ia fol
lowing our Secw ar Lmplo, ments, Every thing
is Beaurtdol i it’s Sealon @ God hath appotited
Time for outward Bufinefs, and He hath fepa-
rated and fanctified, a fet part of Tunie for Re-
ligions Worllup 5 in which He hath forbidden
our deing our ewz Work, as was oblerved un-
der the fuwrt Command; and for this we
have that, Ha. 58 12. If thow turn away 1hy
Joot from the fa.buth fiom doing tly pleafureon
my boly day, and colt the fabiaih o deiight, the
boly of the Lord, bentonrable, and fhalt bonour
bem, nar doing thine own wayes, nor finding thine
owd pleafare, for fpeaking iine own words,
W hen therefore Men cannot contain themflves
within tieir own, but will be trefpalling upon
God's Time, it makes that Bufinels Unlawful,
which elfe wonld have been Lawfwi : And ite
alfo belongs hither, that Men da begradge God
His Time ;are weary of the Length of it, be-
caule it is an Impediment ta their Worldly Bu-
finels, and they count it a tedious Parenthefts,
and fo much tme loft : Hence fach a sepat-
maad, Amos 8. 5. Saying, Wien will ibe new
s be gome, that we may fel! corn » and the
Sbbatk, thar we mav fer forth whear.

5. WHEX 1he Bafinefs of their Particular
Calivng thrufls out the Duty of their General
Ceilings. He that purfites the Concerns of this
Life to the hurt of his ferrer part, doth not fol-
low it Lawfally ; becaafe thisis 1« Concein that
calls for our prime Care, as diread, Matth
6. 33. Seek firgl ihe kirgdow of God, and his
rigitcoufnefs, and alf thefe things fhall be alded
nate yeu. There are the Datics of Reading
the Word, Meditation and Prayer, both Secrct
and with our Familive, for whichit is our Con-
cern to{or apart forse part of Tine everyliay:
Itthen we encumber curfelves (o with thele
things, ihat we leav: no room for the sther 5
and thereupon either totally Negle &Y them, or

tightity attend thew, or think it enongh o
Attend thele o the Subbath, ad comralio r
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awn Time loft, which 1 taken ppin Atpepe
dauce upon them s we Rob God of Bis duegn]
nurt gur boals, while we indzige our putwapd
Man o

(4.) THIS Command may be violated] by
Inpurions Treatucnts of one ar thir om0 ihe forp
of Tragock oy mitual { gmancres, That lych
Commerce 13 neceffary for the Bupport of
Mankind in this Wald, hath been betorc talren
an Account of : Bur theregre the Rules of Hoe
nefly by which this iato bereg duted and boun-
ded 5 and evary doficl in, of fhort _c,n'“ming; o
thefe, will render e Cuilty sn this regury

AND we may here take au Accomnt bri
of the molt Compreheniive ok thele,

v. THIS 1sdone by Froudalcar Dralirg
When Men feck toover-rewh one anciher ia
their Commutations, conirary to the Procopt,
1 Thell 4. 8. fowe ns man g0 beyoud, a d dp=
Jroeud bus brother i amy maiter s brouafe ihig
the Lird 15 1De avemger of 2 fuih, Por the'
this 315 applied gty tothe cevereh Command,
yet 1t isa Precept or Frotibitior taken from a
geveral Rule inal! Cofis 5 1t comypachends up-
derat wll foats of Dececss, which are ol d by
Men to ovei-reach one ano-her, 1n Bayirg,
telling, or Lxchangings, which ave very many,
and not exfily envmerated 3 bat {ome of they
may be juli infaanced,  Here eomes in the
Fraud that is vicd about Weghr: and Meafures
which the Scripture declares to be whompnaebls
to Godl, Lrov. 2010 23 Wien Men 8ny by
one and Sell by aaother, raake them [oas by 3
turn they may be more or lefs, whereby Mea
are impofud on, which contzadists Ejuuiy,
When Men take Acvantage of otheys len rance,
aud put of"cue thing fir another, or put off g
Bud thing for alGerd . When they Commend
that which they koow is Nawgl/s, or Depreti-
ate that which they know is Goed 5 endeavour
to cover the Defetls of their Wares, by fettin
a fair Glofs apon that which is iLefeftive: 1'a
put off Bud Money for Good 5 and whatfoevey
of like Nature, which are Deceitful.

2. BY Extorzion or Opprojjion. There may
be fomecritical Differeace between thefe two,
but they may well he put together: Axrertion
15 in Law, a {training by a Civil Qllicer, mare
than is the Due according to Law, for his own
private Gainy or a-Man taking of an Advun-
rage of his Neighbour, upon his failing either
in Day or Specie,to vureaionable Gain: wheres
as Uppreffion peculiarly is in taking the Ads
vantage of a Neighbeoor's Neeefiity, tomale
him Pav for a thing morzthan th= Value zhag
we woald atherwife have ftood for, bat that e
knaw that e ma have 1t, anu can have it no
where elfe s And thefe are Sing which rome 511
der the Difboncfl Gein forbidden in the Weord
of God, Ezek 220 23, & M7 12, Anl to
this Head belongs exceifive Lijwry,

2. BY Unfaitifuiac)$ in rhe pfrfiﬂ.rmfﬂg o f
lewfu! Comprads wccanding 1o the bexest Ageees
menr.,  Itisthe Prinapll and Fradlice of tog
many, that all theis Care isfo getintn Debt
to oihiers; and for that end they will Pronilg
fair what they willdo, 20d to be trie to
2 Dav, when in the mean while they noither
( wteng
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incend it, vor yet nave any far Profpectota
rational probability of thelr being abie to
fulfil cheir Word 5 but mult needs fail, ei-
ther in kind, or in time, or both ;3 whereas
every honelt Man’s Care is to fee a fair way
how to ger out of Debr, betore he will run
into it ; and yet how common a thing is it
tor Men to vielate their Promile, and make
no bones of'ir, and tframe ail Excufes for it,
foto wrong cheir Creditors, And I mult con-
felsthat I am alhamed 10 hear Religion fo
rcfletted on, by faying fuch and fuch a Man,
as nigh a Profefiion as he makes, yet he takes
no care at all to pay his honelt Debts: And
that the ready way to be undone by fuch, is
to Pay them before hand ; and aitho’ they
Promife from time to time, yet there isno
Performance, but they muft be Profecured at
Law, or you muit lofe yourown, Surely this
is a torfeirure of Moral Honefty, and that
prefumes a foregoing of Conicience, and that
Mans Religion is vain. I confels, ifa Perfon
be calt behind by Providence, and there are
thofe that are able and wiiling to fet him up
again, and run the adventate of ir, it is ano-
ther Cafe ; but rhen heoughttodeal plainly,
and not impole on Men and not feek his help
of thofe rhar are not able to do ir, and there-
by to Ruin others as weil as himfelf, forthe
Wife Man hach an Gblervation, Prov, 28. 3.
A poor man that sppreffeth the poor, is lthe @
Sweeping rain which lexverh no food.

2. BY Eagrofhng of neccffary Wares, thereby
to Advance the Price ac cheir own pleafure.
Fow far Moncpolies may be warranrable, 1
{halt not difpure; only without queltion it is
Lawful thac he who hath found our any
thing, whichis for common Benefit, cughtro
have fome Advaatage by it, for his own Pro.
fit : Buar for Men wholive in a way of Traf-
fick, to make a Scarcity of things by keeping
them up, that fo they may raife the Price, is
Injurious and Oppreilive, and an Attempt to
govern Providence, whea we cughe to be go-
vern'd by it: And ifthis be in things Necel-
{ary for the Comfort and Convenience of
Mar’s Life, it is agaravared; bzdaunfe thefe
things Men muft have, whatfoever it Cofts
them : Whereas in orher things meerly to
pleate the Faacy, none but Fools will: fuffer
themielves to be Cheated by them, We there-
fore have that Obfervarion, Prov, 11. 26. He
tlat with-boldeth corn, the pesple fhall curfehim ;
but bl fing fball be upon the head of him thar fel-
feab ae,

S« BY Fuilhood 1n the difcbarge of aTrufi com-
mitted 10 1f3:m, Xt i3 true, Civil Governments
have provided good Laws, to prevear fuch
Abnfes, by written Bonds, Receipts, and do-
ing things before fufficient Wicnelles.  Bat
thefeare not the next Rule of Conftience nor
will the want of thefe things 2cquit the Man
from his Obligation, becau‘e it cannor le-
gally be Proved upon him, Ifa Man doLend
to his Neighhour any thing upon his Word,
if he Depelit ary thing inio his hand to
keep 3 and becanfe it carnot be legally
Proved againft him, before Civil Actho

rity, he keeps it back, inwhole, orin part,
he thereiy novartoull y breais tnis Command,
Nor is the unjultSte vard cemmended for his
Honefty, tho® his carnal Poiicy is noted in
the Parable,when he made up Falle Accounts
with his Lord’s Debuors, for his own Advan-
tage, Luk 14

6. BY vexarious Law-fuits. Doubtlefs Ci-
vil Laws are Good and Neceffary; and Men
a1e {omerimes forced to recover their own by
Law, ar elfe they would wrong themfeives
and Families: And this arifeth from the I-
niquity of Mankind,whereas it all Men were
Hoacfl, itmight be prevented : This For-
wardnefs to bring every thing roCivil Courts,
which might be ended in a more Charitable
way, is what the Apcllle flharply reproves
in them, 1 Cor. 6. begin.  For Men to 1ake the
Advancage of the Law againdt 1heir Neigh-
bours, when their Cavfe in Honefty and Con-
frience is Jult and Good, is Opprefien and
Robbery under a pretexc of Jullice : ¥or Men
to draw out Suits,hy unrealonable Non fuirs,
and any other Tricks of a Like Nawure, to im-
poverith their Neighbours, is of the fame
ftamp : For Attorneys to ufe Tricks to per-
fwade their Clients to Contention, and pro-
tratt, and blind, or entangle Caufestor their
own Advantage, is aScandal, which foch as
o do, can never wipe off : For Perfons, by
Bribss and Friends, todraw fuch as are con-
cerned in Judgment, to have Refpeét of Per-
fons.fo to tavour theirCaufe, which in Equity
weuld go againtt them, is al{o a plain vio-
lation of this Precept.  Thus may Men Sin
apainft this Precept in their Gerring of the
things of this Life.

Il. THERE are alfothofe Sins here For-
bidden, which have a reipetts the fmprove-
ment of an bftate gotten.  Men may come by
thele things Lawfully, and yet Improve them
Unlawfully 4 and that alfo comes under this
"Prohibition ; and that in regard of borh thofe
things, wherein we obferved, in the Afirme-
1ive part of the Precept, this Improvement is
concerned. And the reafon is, becaule if we
do not ufe thefe things ferviceably to the End
for which they are beltowed upon us, we do
not anfwer the defign of the Precept,

AND this may be confidered,

(r.)IN the way & manner of Preferving an
Eflate well gotten,and keepingitin a thriving
way.Thenced of this we have before obferved :
We are therefors told of a Righreous Man,
Plal.vto. S, He will gurde bis dffairs withdif-
cregion. Tho' it be trve, that «Il our Care
and Condutt in thisAffair will nothing avail,
except God afferd us his Providential Cire
over what we have, And chere are unac-
countable & unpreventable Cafualiies, which
all wz have here are liable o, and therefore
itis a Difgrace put upon them, Matrh. 6. 15.
Ly nor upjor your felves treofares upsn earih,
wiere moth and ruft dosh corrupt, and where
thieves break thro’ and fleal, ALl thefe things
have wings, and we cannot {o clip them, as
wholly to prevent their flizshr, Prov. 22. 5.
Riches corrainly make themfelves wing s, rhey Ay

dipay
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away a5 anedgle 1owards beaven. But {tillthere
are Daries lving on us, in order to this, and
the Tranigreffing of them is Sin.

AND the more elpec:ai of thefe are,

1. BY Footifb Suretifbip. It may fometimes
be a Duiy to be Sarety ror atbrien: ; but
rzfhly and readily to bind ourielves tor amo-
ther,ts t at waich is Cautioned againit in the
Word of God 5 fee Prov. &, begin, my fon, if
thou be furcty for thy friend, if thou baft | ricken
thy hand wih a ffranger,  Thois wri faared with
the words of sby moath.  And, 11.15. He thar is
Jurety for a firarg v, jharl fmarr por itz and
be that bateah furerifbip is fure. How many
are rthus Ruined ? The greatelt Compatiion
they ind.1s to be hranded for Fools: We are
theretore advifed, Chap. 20. 16, Tuk- bis
Zarmeni that 1. furety for a fhanger . and 1ate
a pledgr of bim for a flrange woman.

2. Y ancary Creding ot Men.  Lending
isa Darv, and in lome Cales without ex-
petting to be reimburted 5 but to L nd to o-
thers wirbout Canrion, {uch a parc of our
Fltare aswe have o good Seenrity for, and
the Lofs will tend to Impoveri(li us, is a finful
Impivdence: [o Lend to Riotos Perfons,
and ro Perfons who are in no likely way-to
Reltere to usagain, what we Credit them
withal, is to I'empt Providence, and forfeit
that Difcretion which is required of Men i
their Temporal Afairs. 7

3. BY Lewing our Improveeble Ejaie 15 Iy
e 5 or {uttering it to go 1o Ruin for want
of {ealonable Repararion, If thefe things be
not Improved, they wilt of themfelves go to
Ruin; itthey Iv ttill they wiil not Increafe:
It Fie:ds be not manared, they will grow cver
with Thorns : All manner of Negligence and
difregard of this Nature, is Foily and Sin to
Men : We are therefore commanded in, Prov.
27. 23, 24. e thowudil gent 1o know ihe flate of
thy flocks, and look weil o thy berds.  For rich-
es are nor for ever » and doth the crown endure
to every peserat.on €

4. BY finfut Thought ¢ king. This is a 8in
here in Fxeefs, and Cautioned againft by our
Saviour, Matth, 6. 31. Take no shought, faying,
Wiat fhall we eat ¥ or what (boll we drink? or
wherewihal fhall we be cloaibed * When our
iollicirude of Aeeping, and fear of /./hng thefe
things, perplexeth our Minds, fills us with
diiquictments. and hinders us from that fe-
daic Commending all curConcerns to the Pro-
videoce of Giod in the way of Dury, it is a
Breach upon the Rules of Morality,and a dif-
credit tothe Profe.ion of Chriltianity : hence
that, Prov. 6. 2. Commis thy werks unto the
Lord 5 and thy thougbis fhall be eft :biifhed  And
e fink inour Spirits, when we fuff-r Loflis
inour Concerns, is an Argument thac our
hearts ate tho muach (et on theft things, which
is an Indication of Coveroufnefs which is here
{orbidden.

{ ) THERE may he Unrighteoufnefs
proélifed in the war of Expending of thefe
thinss, ‘thereis an Dmprovement in this wav,
as well as she former ; and that we may be

oA [fembly’s Cazeclifin,
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able forzbis, we ought to be caréful in rher.
‘Iuefe things are given for the Ufe and Com-
forr of the prefent Life 5 and therg muft he a
laving cot, as well as a laying up, elife (he
end is loff, and the, are an unproftiable Bor-
deri ;. dnd we are told, 1 Tim &. 7. For we
brought noibumg wnts 1his worid, and it 15 cor-
P8R twe cen carry motbig out.. Plale ag 7.
For whenbe dieih be foail carry néthing away
bis glory fhall mot defeend after him,  Bur
there may be Errors cominitted in both thele
refpedts,

(1.3 WHEN Ferfimony or Fragality, Gege-
ncrates into Covetoufnefs.  As tleré’is a Co-
vetoufnefs which appears in feraping by right
or wrane, {oalfoin pinching Fenury ; or an
o¥er great fparingnefs. When Men live bee
neath their kttates, and cannot fnd in their
hea:ts: to ufc them for the Glurv of Gdd; and
the Benefitot Mankind. And this,

1. WHEN they Peny totbemfrives and their
Fomilies, that swhich s rrop o for thesr Sippors.
It God bring Men to Puvery and S raits, it is
a Dury for them parienly roendure it 5 but
todeny ic to themfelves 2nd the rs,when God
allows it vothem, is fordid Coveronjrefs - We
have the Wile Afan’s Remark, bcc', 4 8. Tlere
isone alone, and thore is not o fecond 5 yea, be
bath weither child mor bri.ber o yet is there o
end of ali bis fabour, neithir 15 b s eye furi f.d
wirth riches, neither faith be, For vhom do 1 11
bour, and bereave my foul ) gool 2 This is alfa
vanily, yea, ir is o fore travel.  When they
can neither allow to themfelves nor theirs
fuitable Maints=pance, nor aftord their Chil-
dren a Credibls Education but begrndge every
thing that is thus ~xpended, ic {aith that the
World is their God,

2. WHEN they wirh bo'd doing 1h:ir Fro-
tornion 10 Publick Supports.  ¥Fither they do it
ot atall, if they can avoid it, o1 d» it gruteh-
ingiy, when they are conftrained to it ; and
all rhat goes our that way  is as fo much
Blood from their Hearts,  There is a Muin-
tenance which God reguires for fnch as do
Service in Choreh or Common-wealth 5 and
none bot Beggars and Imeotent Porfons are
difcharged from it » Hence thar, Rom. 13.7.
Reaier therefore to Wl ther duyess tribute 1o
whom tribute ivdue, cuflon to wh o caflom,
Jear 1o whom fear, henour 1o whom bonowr.” Cal.
6. 6. Let brm thar i: taughy 11 the word, com-
manicate wnts him that iewcheth, in al good
things,  And when Men ufe 3!l mesns to
avoid ez, and think all thatis thps bold tack
is fo much faved, they pur a greatCheat up-
on themielves.

3. WHEN rthey can e/l acrbing for Cha-
ritaile Uje when cal ed 10 ir.  The Hebrewe
calt Fuflice a0d #ims by one Word, 10 let us
underftand that deeds of Charity are not dArs
bitrery, but belongta Righieoutneds, and can-
not be neglete! with gt Sin. € od witl bave
fuch Objeis 10 be among Men alway.. Mar.,
26. X1 For yelave the joor ofweays with you
And hath made it che Bory of tuch as are
able to Relievertem.  When therctore fueh
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carry it fo Churlithly, harden their Bowels
againft them, Rail at them. inftead of Relie-
ving them; fend them away and bid -them
come to Morrow ; Wwhen it is in the power
of their hands, fee them flarve rather than
fuccour them 3 and . f they do any thing for
them, it is fparingly : Thefe break this Com-
tnand, refufe ‘to.Lend to the Lerd, orpy
Him His Quit Rent, which He hath requircd
of them 5 thefe hurt themfelves, put then-
felves from under the Bleffing promifed to
fuch, Pfol a2.1x.  And are Enemies to their
own Profparity, Ecel 1 1.begin, Frov.t1.24,25.
2 Lor. g 6.

[2.JWHEN Liberal-ty degenerates intofro-
digatiry. Men are too apt to pat Wrong
Natmes upon things.and to reckon their Viees
for Periues 5 and thereby to pur a Cheat on
themfelves, and bafle their ow: Confciences.
Tius they are apt to wrire good Husbandry
wpon fordid Covetonlnefs, and o give the no-
ble Title of a Generous Spirit to Profanefs:
Bur they will not {o cover them tiom the
fight of God, or be able to make them to pafs
under fuch 2 Difguife ; and thefe things are
repugnant to this Precept.

1. BY Livang Above ibetr Effate. God hath
not feen meet to give every one a like Porti-
on of thefz things, and by that He hath told
us, thatevery one is not to afpire ro Live in
the fame Expence. Qrdrnarily, for Men to
make their Expence Exced or Eqaal their
Yncome, is Profufenefs, and argnes them Dif-
content with God’s A-low:nce. When all
are Ambitious in rheir coitly Building, rich
Futniture, fine and coftly Apparel, and ex-
penfive Houfe keeping; and think it 2 Dif-
grace to come behind theBeft in thefle things,
tho' by it they bring themfeives to Poverry,
and run themietves bekind in the World they
certainly are guilt'y o Profufenefs ; and A-
bufe inftead of Ufing the Favours of God,and
prove foolilh Stewards of the Good things
which He beftows upon them : When alfo
Men are over-lavith in their Entertainments,
and Charirable Deeds ¢ for in thefe al{othere
is Moderation to be uled, and a Ruleof Pro-
porcion to be atiended, orherwife it will nat
be Hafpiiafury and Uharntableneds, but Profufe-
nefs 5. and an honelt p ain Dinner will thew
as much of true Liberaliry in one, as a 1ich
Feaft in annther 5 and two Mites are agreater
Charity inone, than {o many Foands in ano-
ther. It was a clofe Sorcalm in the Philofo-
pher, when asked; Wbat made bim fo Frodigal
as t.B.g aTaent at once of fuh a Perfn 2
He antwered, 4h.1 it was becauf: be expeiled
nor another Opportunity, but mufi take ir ubile
it war Gang,

2. BY exceeding the bounds of Sobriety, to
gratify fome inordinare Luft [ris a2 common
Plea of fome to jultify their Prodigalicy, that
iris their Own, and they can Allow it, and
therefore they will rake the Comtort of it -
But 2 Man mar Ahufe the Good things of
God, and make the Goodnels of God to be
Fuel to Lis exorbitant Concopifcence. Theie

is Riot to Excefs, which is forbidden ; and
fuch de not Honour but D:thonour Ged with
theit Subftance, who indulgeit with theie
things: Hencethat, Rom. 13. 12,14 Ler a5
walk bunefly osin ibe day 5 n.1in rioring and
drunkennefs,not 1 havibering and wntonnefs,
mor in jirife and envping.  Bat put ye ot the
Lord f,ju; Cbriﬂ, and make no:‘prut.{ﬁunjorfbg
fefb to fu fil the lufls ibere f. And a Wois
denounced upon {ucn, Atcs 6, 4,5, 6 Thar
lie apon beds of tvory, and jireich bomfelves
upont their conches, and eat the lambs vit of the
Sflock, and the calves out of the miift of the fladl §
That chant 1o ibe jound of the viland invent to
themfelves inflruments of m.fi.k, lik- Devid
Tbar drink wine int bow's, and a-vint 1be s felves
with the chief oinemen s but ibey are 2oi grie-
ved for 1he affillion of fof:pb. it was lad to
the Charge of that Rich Man, wholg incomes
could bear it weil enongh, Luke 16,19 He
was ciothed 108 purpie, aftd fine LinneR, and fared
Jumptuoufly every day,  When Men will watte
their Incomes in pampering their Bodie-,and
teeding themfelves uy. for the 1y of Slaugn-
ter; when they will expend it 1o nourith
Pride and Profufenefs, in Guming, C.m-
pany-Kke«ping and Drunkennets, and thereny
nourilh tiemielve: in carnal >ecority, Scorn
and Contempt of God, and Defpifing of their
Neighbours, who will not, or cannotdo as
they do; and their ufual birge is that of rhe
Eprearcam, v Cor. 15 32. Ler ws ear .nd dring,
f-r to morrcw we die.  And {0 they put away
the cvil Day from them. And it is an uful
Obfervarion, Thar fuch Perfons as are thus
Profule in thefe irtegelar Courfes, are as for-
did and bafe in thofe things wherein they
might glorify God, and dogond in their Ge-
neration ; are as backward to Putlick S:rvice,
znd as hard-hearred againftthe Poor, asthey
are Profufe in their Irregular Exp nces: And
it cannot well be expetted to be otherw.fe,
fince they to gratfy their Lufls,do cat them-
felves thort, of doing that which is their Du-
ty in other things. Thus many Fimiliesare
a'molt ftarved, when the Heads fpend all in
Drunkennefs and Lewdncfs ; thus are Chil-
dren Beggared, and 1 ft to the wide Weorld,
whiift their Parents {p~nd all to maintain a
vain and foolith Port in this World : And mg-
ny other mifchiefs enfue.

Us . LET us then be advifed toufe Dif-
crerionand Prery in averding thefe Sins, and
comiait prafhfing of the comrary |outies.
Letus therefore confider that we are Accoun-
table to God for thele things, thev are of the
Taleats which He hath berrutied us wirhal,
and will reckon with vsabour them It we
have gotten theft things Dithonelily, they
will be a Worm atthe Roor that will corrade
us one Day, and leavea Bl b on all oar Dif-
honett Gains, fiab 2 10. And if we Abufe
them inftead of rightl. improvingot them, it
wi | be Birterpe!s o the lotrer End,

CONSIDER, Ther: is a way to make
thefe things ferviceable ro Gods Glory, and
our true Comfort hercafiei,io make ourlibves

Friends
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Friends of this Unrighteous Mammon, and
prevent the rifiog up of thefe things agrinit
us, inthe Dayo J}ldgment; whwh is a gra-
cions Conrentation in the Provideace of God,
and a careful Endeavour to Improve thefe
thines 1o as not to hinder us, but further us
in the greatand moft neceflaryWork thaclies
upon cur hands: When we ufe the World,

not abufing it, whether we have pi:2e op
much of thefe things, we thall have the true
Comfort of them here, and the Comymendaa
tion of our Lord another Day, e/l doae, thei

ood . and faithful fervant | thoy baf} been foish-
f?zd over afew ahings, Twill make thes ruler sver
many things : enrer thou into ibe joy of tly lord,

(SEPTEMEBEER I8, 1705,
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