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E tnay from the Dutier sequired,infer
E/ tive dus Forbidden : Bui becaufe there
were iome things referved to be here more
diftinétly fpoken to, we may bricfly Confider
theie.

THE Anfwer is Comprehenfive, every thing
that is ans way repugoant to Commutarive
Juttice, comes within the Comprehenfion of
it : So many wavs therefore asthis Command
may be kept, fo mauy ways it is capable of
being hroken, and that either by Omiffior or
Commifzen. We may therefore reduce the
Unrirlneoufnefs here torhidden, to the fams
Heads to which we before referred the Righ-
teounefs required in the Afirmative part ;
viz, the Gaining an Eftate, and the Improve-
ment of it

1, THERE is Unrightcoufnefs to which
Men are liable in the Gaining of the things
of this Life. It were endlefs to enumerate
all the particulars that belong to this Head 4
fome of them, and the more Comprehenfive
may be pointed at.

(1) THIS Command- is broken by drwn-
right Ste.dirg. For this is the thing exprefly
forbidden in the Precepty for tho' the word
ufed, doth properly fienify a fecret Fuiching
from another without his Privity, yet it is
ufed Syrechdochiually, as was before obferved.
Stealig in the true Notion of it, isthe raking
of ancther Man’s Right from him, and Ulus-
ping it asour own, without or againfl his
Confent. This prefumes that there is 2 Pro-
perty, that Men have in their Goods or E-
fta:es, without which there could be no
Steeith 5 and that hach been {ufficiently made
evilen: under the former.  And Men become
Guilty of this divers ways,

MORE parniculariy,

1. BY U, ujf War, where one People make
War upon anotlet, whohave not given them
jafi Provocation to it, and make a Prey of
them. ‘Fhar there may be a Righteous War
hath besu proved undet the Sixsh Command;
Lutwhen it lsmeety for dmbirion or Cove-
roufn:fs,and Quarrels are made for nothing;
all thar isgotten In this way iswrong:ul, and
forhidde: by this Preeept: Thar therefore is
threacned apaindt the (baldeans for fuch De-
predacions, Hab, 2. 8, 9, 10

2. BY Rabbery, either upon the Hiph-way,
¢t breaking open Houfes, and forcibly taking
away from the Qwner that which he is Pof-
{eiled of. This is high-handed Thefr,and s too
often atrended with Alurder, whereby the
Sixth Command is al{o broken ; and is a
Wickedn: (s molt pernicious and intollerable,
being didtrudtive to the Publick Bafety, and
Weal of 2 Place 5 and all Goods fo gorten
bring 2 Curfe with them : This thercfore is
a thing that we are warned againft in the
Word, Plal. 62, 10. Pecome not vain in Rob-
bery, And is thicatned, Prov, 21 7. The
Robbery of the wicked jhall deflroy them s be-
canfe tiey refufe todo juwigment, God hates
that any fuch thing b= Offered to him, Ifa,
€1, 3, {bate Robbery jor Burni-Qffering,

3. BY Clandoflinely Purboining, by fecrer Fil-
ching from another, {o as if it may be, be may
not know how it went away ; picking Men's
pockets,taking their Goods when their Backs
are turned, and conveying them away private-
ly to make them theirown,  And this is that
which is more flrittly called Srealizg, and is
forbidden : And this Sin is commirtted not
only by takingaway of things of a confidera-
bie Value, (tho’ the more worth it is, the
greater Injury is done, ) but a Man’s Right
1s as much concerned in one thing as another,
and the /eaft is equally a Breach of the Com-
mand as the greareft, And the meft injuri-
ous of this Narure is Man-Stealing, and it {s
not leffened, much lefs excofed, where itis
on pretence of thrufting them into Monafle-
ries.

4 BY an Uwjuft Siczmre of, and kecping
baeh from, the Owner, that which 1% falen
into cur hands. And under this, there are
many things or Cafes thar do fall, Lthall
but name {omeof the principal. Truftees of
the Eftates of Minsrs may be guilty here, if
they alienate totheir sz Ule, and fo em-
bezzle the Effates of thofe over whom they
have the Guardianthip, and do not imptove
it to the belt Advantage for them : Hence thae
in Ezek, 22.7. In thec bave iy vexed the Fa-
therlefs anc Widow, Mai, 3.5  And God is
the Avenger of all fach,  Such as Borrow
things of their Neighbour for their Ule, and
detain them as theirows 3 (uch Berrowing de-
generates into Thefs 5 and it is aCharatter of
a Wicked Man, Pfal. 27. 21, The wicked bor-
roweth, and payerh mot agarn. Such as Keep
things left with them to keep, and when re-
quired Dezy the thing, which addeth 1 8in
againft the Ninsh Command.  Such as Find,
and take up/oft Goods, and keep them, with-
out ufing'proper Means that the true Owner
may be Re-pofleffed, or Difowning of them
When enquired after. Such as find theig
Neighbour's Beaff gone aftray, and ficze it for
themfclves, or Sell it to others, and feek that
he may never come by the Knowledge of ir,
Such as fave Goods calt onthore n Ship-wreck,
and take them as their proper Goods, and
keep them from the Perfons whofe they are -
Or preferve Goods in a time of Fire, and Alie-
nate them to their own private Ufe, as if they
had come by them jultly, which is not only
Theft, but barbarcas Crueiry, and direcily con-
trary to the Rule of Chariry, and Oppreffiag
of the Opprefled ; and there was a Moral -
guity in the Fudicie’ Laws of s fes, which
provided againft thefc things

5. BY Recetving of Goods, kuewon i0 be Sto-
lent away, from the Thief. It is aProverbial
Specch, That she Recciver Tr a5 bad as the
Thief : And it is a general Exhortation,
1 Tim. 5. 22. Neither be tariakers of otier
mens fins, Eph. 5. 11. And have no fellow/bip
with tbe anfruitful works of durkncfs, but ra-
ther reprove them. Now toReceive of another.
Stolen Goods, ifwe Arew them to befo, isto
partake with him, and Encourage him in his
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Courl>,  And if we have good reafon to fu/~
peét {uch a thing, it ought to make us very
Cauticus abour it 3 it being our Pury to en-
deavour the Swppri jfion of, and 1o bear adue
Teflimony againdt fuch Wrongs.

BUT here i1 may be Enquired,

Quell. WHETHER in a0 Cafeir be Lan-
ful 10 1ake away, or keep from a Ferjun ibar
which b5 bis oren, withont or againt his Confens?

dafw, SOME have thoughr, that {fuch as
are ex:re:mly Peor, are exempted from this,
and that it is Lawful for them to take for
Neceffiry, tho' the Owner befo Bruitith as to
Deny them; and cthat becaufe all Mankind
have 2 common Right to Live in the World,
and therctore muit have their neceflary Sup-
port: But this would be to open a door to
Licentioafzcfs; and who would not plead Ae-
ecffiy tor their jult Fxcufe when deteéted ?
And the Arguwment of Agur weuld be Saper-

Huou:, Prov. 30,8, inthat his Poperry wonld
acquit him frem the Guilt of Srealing,  And
in all well-Ordered Governments, there is
Previfion made that the Poor may not Peyilh,
but they muliapply themfelves to fuch as are
Deputed for this, And though as to Men, it
is a Dury not ro over-lirein upon fuch as are
driven by extream Indigence to take a prefent
Reliet for it ¢ hencethat, Prov, 6, 30, Mea,
do nor defiife a Thief, if be feaite farisfy bis
foul when be is bungry, ) vet he isa Thief, and
the Law of God obligeth all forts to Obedi-
cnce.

NEVERTHELESS, thereare Cafes in which
itis Lawful tor Men to Take and Derain rhat
which is his Own in Poffefiion, againft his
Wiil y and thateitker in a Courfe of Jullice,
for +he Defraymenr of his proper Dues to the
Pu'-lick Suppert, which he refuleth to Dil
chatge : or In 2 Mu/F which is laidupen him
by it Penal Laws, for fome Crime which is
fo Punifhed 5 or for the fatisfying of jult
Debts proved uponhim, and adjudged to him
by the Judges, which he refufeth to defray,
and 1o neceditares their being vaken by Dif-
sraint + As alfo in Cafe of a Perfon’s being
DiZratied, or enraged by unbounded Paffions,
totake from hiim, that wherewith he would
Mifchief, cither himfelf or others, it may
and ought to be forced from him, and detain-
ed till bhe be betrer Compofed 5 only not
with a Defignto deprive him of his Right and
tTfurp it for his Own.

A8 for fome other Cafes mentioned by
Cafuvifts, they are either dark and dubious,
or alienc from the prefent purpofe, which I
therefore wave,

AS 10 that other CASE which is here ufu-
ally handled by Cafuilts, viz,

Quett. WHET HER Theft may Lawfully
be Pun jhed wish Death 2

TH:: Ground of theDoubt is,becanfetheLaw
of Mrfrs no where makes meer Thefs Catital,
but hath affigned milder Penalties for it ; and
becaufz there is no Proportion between a
Man’s Life, and another’s outward Eftate:
Manh. 5. 25, Fob 2. 4.

Anfw, HERE let ns obferve, Thar the’
cvery Sinas it refpells the Object againit
whom it is Committed, as Sin, is Capita),
( £zek. 18.4.) Yetas 1t is againfi Man, there
are Degrees of Penaliy difievent for diverfs
Crimes, ro be inflicied by Men, 10 whichthe
FJudicial Law of Alefis was accommedared, a-
greeably to the State of the Hfraciiryb Polity,
and not abfolurely binding all orher States,
But flill Tlhele, 1o far as they bad a Moral
Confideration in them, had macter of Diredlje
on in them, and have their Ufe in the making
the particular San&ions of humane L.ws,

AND here it may in general be olftrved,
thata Crime may become Cop iza/, either from
the Naturecf ity ot from the Circumftances
attending it ; and there may be thofe Aggra-
vations attending that which in it felfwould
te meerly Crimined, which may render it Ca-
piral: And it isa Rule ordinarily given, and
feems Confonant to the Light of Narture, that
the End of humane Laws is Sa/ys Fopali, and
therefore they oughr to be Calculated for the
Publick Good 2nd Safety.

SOME Eins are fo Herribie in themfelves,
that the Light of Natwre tells us no Punith-
ment can be roo Great for them y as all Ur-
aatyral Lufts. Some Sins are {o lnjurions s
there cin be no Compenfation for thern buc
Deathy, fuch is Murder | hencz that, Gen. 9.56.
Whifa fbedderh man's blood, by men flull big bload
be fhed. Numb. 35, 31. Te fbail1ake no fatis-
Jadlion for the Ife of a murderer, which is guilty
of death = but be frall be fureiy pur te dearh.
OtherCrimes may be {o committed as to make
the Tranfgreflor infufferable ameng Men, and
therefore 1o deferve tobe put our of the way.
Now concerning Thefr ;donbtlefs Thefs fingly
conlidered, and by it felf, as itis a Wrong
done to another in his outward Eftate, is not
of {uch a2 Chara&ler as to require the Death of
the Offender, inafmuch as the Treipafs or
Injury done by him, mmy be Compenfated by
a cheaper Penatty,and therefore to put Thieves
to Death, indiferiminacely, feems 1o be In-
bumane 5 and fo the Law of M.fes provided
Reftirutron vo the highelt, Frue-fold, and ihe
Sale of the Thief, on failure of Ability to
Recompence. Neverihelefs there werethree
Aggravations of Thefr, that by Ged’s Law
expofed Men to Death; Flagganifor or Mane
Sreaiing, Exod. 21. 16. He that flealeth o man
and felierh bim, or if be be found in bis hand,
be fball furely be put to death, And the Lawsg
of Civilized Gentite Nations agreed in this,
as being according to Reafonr, becanfe it was
little better than Marder. Sacriledee was als
fo punifhed with Death, by God’s Aunthority,
us Achan, Fofb. 7. Rebbery allo, which is
Thefr commitred by Froferce, as in Burglary
committed in the Night, if the Perfen was
S/aisrin the A&, the Slayer was acquitied,
Exod. 22, 2. {f a ihief be found breatung up.
and e be fmitien thar bedie, there fia'l noblood
be [bed for bim. Apd douvbtlefs, when Men
tarn High-Way Robb:-re, in which Men's Lives
as well as their Ffaes. are hozardad, i
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makes Men become Intellerable, and Death
is hittle cnough Punifhment for them, as Ene-
mies toMankind + And Tich alio are Firazes by
Sea ; for thele bave Bloody Intentions, and wiil
not {eruple to take away the Owners Lives, ra-
tlier than mifs of their Prey,  But asto fimple
Th:jr, there feems to be neitier Warrant from
the Word of God, nor Equty in the thing it
felf, Indifcriminately totake away the Life of
the Oftender. It feems therefore fafeft to find
out fame other Media to fupprefs this 8in, un-
lefs it be Aggravated tofuch an heighth, as
renders it necellary for the common Intereft
torid the Worid of them.

(2.} THIS Command is Violated by Men’s
Living out of a Lawfal Cailing, That every
Man ought to have 2 Calling, and Live in 1t,
we hefore oblerved, and that it ought to be a
Lawftul one 3 and hence Men muy become
guilty of Tranfgreiiion on this Account, more
ways than one. This might be reduced to twa
Heads: o ]

1. BY Hdlenefs, or Living withont any Em-
ployment at all.  Some bring under Lujenefs,
all Unlawful ways which: Men take to Gain a
Living; but Idiemefs and Mifemployment are
two diftinét things, and tobe,yanked under fe-
veral Heads. There is the Labour of the Heed,
and of the Hands, either of which is contrary
to Idiemefs. Idiencfs is properly a Living in
the diforderly Neglec of Bufinefs, and fpend-
ing & Man's Time Unprofitably. Not but that
God hath Indulged Men with mederate Recre-
ation, to Refrefh their weary Bodies, and Re-
cruit their exha. fted Spirits.  But for Perfons
able of Body and Mind, to have no Bafinefs; or
to Negled, and fpend their Time in Sleep, in
Paltimes, in vain Company and Play, in fool-
3th Chat, in Gaming, is the Id/znefs here Cen-
fured. A Man may take a great deal of Faing
in ld/enefs, 1£it be in that which hath no ten-
déncy to Frefit 5 fo that it comprehends under
it hoth the S/zgea d, and him that takes oins
about Toys and Trifles : Hence that Expoftu-
lation, Ifa. §5. 2. Wherefore do ye fpend your
moncey for that which is not bread? and your la-
bour for that which fatisfinab nor ¥ This isa
$in not only Reproved and Threatned in the
Word of God; but alio botn witnefs againit by
the Heathen Moralijfs 5 and therefore Punifh-
ed by their Civil Governments.

IT contradicts the End of Man’s Creation 5
it makes the Perlona Larden tothe World 5 it
Fosics theMan Alives it lays him open to
Satan’s Temptation, and makes hima Prey to
every vile Lult: Every Sletbfal Ferfon 1s a
Wicked Ferf w, { Marth, 25, 26. ) Itbrings Po-
werty acd Ragss and renders Men utterly Un-
fit to give up their Account to God, for the
Time and Strength He lent them,  And {och
ave by the Preceptfhut out from Man’s Cha-
rity, 2 Thel 2. 1¢,

2. BY taking upan Unlaseful Caliing to Sup-
port themitlves withal. Thelt indeed are
Cutach flically called Callings 5 for they have
not a Call from God to attend them, but are
tnterditted them. But it intends a Courfe of

Life which they take up and purlue, as 4 A,
diam by which to Gain an Eftate or Support
in this World, And we are Lere to Kemagk,
that there are fuch Fiployments, as fome
take upen them, which are difellorecd by God,
and thercfore Unlecdfel MNor Is it a finficient
Warruni for a Man, that his Froployment is
Moraliy Good,becaalv to carnalRealon it feems
to havea fair probability of bringing in Gain,
for if it bring a Cutle with i, the Man moflt
needs be an cgregious Lofer in the font of the
Account. Now there ave ton many of fuch
Praéticed in the World ; and among thofe wha
are called Chrifizens, too many to be enume-
rated : Somne of them may be indigitated.

1. IN Gereral we may obferve, that an
Employment may be Lawfw), either in Ir fedf,
or by decidess, And here this Rule will
frand Good, That whatever Employment is
either Repngnant to the Life of Goclinefs, and
a Reproach to the true Religion, in its awn
Nature, or is Pernicious to the Pablick Wel-
fure, or tendeto the Ruin of others, mult needs
be Untazifuly and casonno pretence be jufii
fied. For every oneis beund in Co fifence to
prefer the Glory of God,before all his Interefts
in this World, 1 e to 21, And no Man
can Lawfully feek his Private Benefit to the
Huttof the Publick, whereof he 1 a Member §
or the undeing of his Neigbduar either i Sout
or Budy, Mati, 22 z0.

2. MORE Porticawrly by the right Appli-
cation of this Rule, we may indubitally Judge
among others,that Lne following Employnients
are Unlewfu! for Men.

[v.] IN Themfelves or their oun Neture,

AND here more elpecially,

1. BY open Siews, or more Privare Whor-
dom. Therc are {ome Plices where Buwdy-
Htoufes are Licenlzd, and Pay Hire for it to
the Government 3 and in other Places they are
too much Connived at, and Pleaded for, s
things though Foil, vet Neceffary.  And how
many Womesn are there who drive a Trade of
it, tacproftitute their Bodies to the Lufts of all
that will give them Hire to Maintain them ¢
Thus mdeed among the Heathen was commonly
reckoned no Sin s but they pat fimpic Wicrden
among things ddiaphorus © Avd if o, no won-
der if they allowed HWhsreiom to be one Em-
ployment.  But there are few Chriffians that
will openly defend the Honcfly or Lewfuine/s
of the thing it {eif, but they Plead Necigfiry to
tolorate, and Pradesce to make Pablick Profit
by Farming in it5 Neceffiry to avoid greatex
Evil, bytaking away the Hazard of otherwifz
Debauching of Married Women s and therefore
trudens to make 1t ferve to Support the Pub-
lick Charges, which would not be, excepr Li-
cenfed by Authority @ Bat the Word of God
teacheth us better things; wéeare there aflured,
that livil is not 10 be dente, 1hat Good may come
¢f it noris cae Sin a proper Preventive of
antcrber 5 that ro prevent an Affliction by 3 Sin,
is no good Pelicy : And {orely it will atford
no Satisfa&ion to an enlightned Conlcicuce, to
think to keep eme Command by the Breach of

a1osber s
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enorber 3 for we are told, Jam. 2,100 Fer who-
Socver Jiali heep 1be whole Jaw, and yer cffend
0 cng porns, beis gudlty of all. Whoredom is
every where c;nndemned in the S_Cflpfu.rfs yand
the frequenting of (t bore boujes 1s cneAxticlein
God’s Indictment of His Profetfing People, Jer.
S, 7. When 1had fed them toshe fuli, they then
commireed adultery, and affembled themfelves by
troops in ibe tarlots boufes. And the praftita-
tipg of their Children to Whoredowm, (which
muft be fuppofed to be for Gain, ) was plainly
forbidden Goos People, Lev. 19, 29, Do aor
proftivute thy Daughbter.io caufe ber 10 be a whore;
lefl ibe land fali 10 whoresom. and the land be-
come full of wickednefi,  And {o Odious was it
to Gad, that He forbad them to receive fuch
an Hire to the Service of His Houfe, Deut, 23,
18, Thow foaiy not bring the bire of a whore, or
the price of adeg tnio the hoafe of the Lord
thy Ued for any vow : for even both thefe are
alursinasion wnto the Lord thy God, Surely
then, fach an Fmplovment 1s Unlawful and
Pernicicns both to the Perfons and the Publick,
€. Andthereis a better way for the Sup-
preflion of this Sin,and the Publick Advantage,
to make {evere Penalues for it; and put them
in Execution firenuoufly, upon all thofe that
do in this kind offend.

2., BY Guming or Plays. Whether there be
any fort of Play or Game that isin it {elf Us-
law; #f, belongs not to this Command to Dil
pute; -but, Whether there beany at all, thatis
Lawfz! to makean Emplayment of, and to-ad-
vance an Eftate by ? The Negarive whereof
15 to be allerted, and will eafily be defended.
That God hath allowed to His People moderate
and frafopable Recreations is not to be queftio-
ned 3 (the' I believe they fhould aveid whatio-
ever Gamnes are of Evil Report ainong fober
Men 5 ) but to turn a Recreation into anEnploy-
ment, end to advance an Eftate by fuch a
Courft, tothe Damage of another, is ftark
Nazught, and will fooner or later leave a fting
on the Confcience. Sober Caltifls indeed do
not cifalizw, that Friends doin their Recrea-
tions, expend {o much as properly {erves ta the
End of the Ricreation, and is not Detrimental
to thelr Perlons aud rheir Families ; and that
they may with thede Limitations, determine
the Charge by the Plays to this or that Party :
But tiis 15 a vaflly different thing from Staking
Money to Gain au Eltate by, to the Lofs of
another ; nor will the common Mazim here
ftand, Foienti non ft injuria y for without
doubt, a2 Man may Wrong him{elf by his cwn
Ceonfent, and yet Sin in fo doing: Now to
winlte an Eftate by Phry, is contrary to the end
of Recreation, and an unwaitanted expofing of
thut which God hath in His Providence beftow-
cdona Man, to be loft at a Threw, when he
huth no Call for it, nor any Premife of a Bl
iing in fuch away.  The very Light of Nature

doth Teftily againft 1, and all Sober and Ci- -

vil Men do abhor it:  And it is not indeed a
thing #oluntary; no Man would Expofe his
own Effate thus, if hedid not {ecretly Hopeto
Gaerr, and when he Lofesh and Empoveritheth

him{elf, he inwardly. Vexeth hir{elf at it
Ore mult needs Lofe: And it is well faid by
one, “He that Lofedir his Eftate by Gaming
“3s aFool; and he that Gains one 1s Dif-
“ boneft, and brings. 2 Ruft and Moth into his
“ Eftate : And doebtlefs the Wife Man hath a
proper refjpect to this,.Prov. 13.11. Wealthgor-
zen by vamiy, fball be diminifbed: but be that
gathercth by lebour fhall increafe.

3. BY making w Trade of Begging. WNotthat
Beggirg is in all Cafesa-thing Unlzwfz! : For
aYerlon reduced to Extremity, and who hath
no way to Relieve himfelf, toask an Alms of
Charay of ancther, isnot to be abivlutely Con-
demned. We find in that, whether Farable op
Hiffory, Luk. 16, that Lezarus was a Beggar,
being Impotent, and NegleGed 3 and yet one
Dear to God, ard an Heir of Glory. But in
well Regulated Places, Care ought to be ufed,
that fich Objects of Charity s are Difenabled,
and have no Friepds to Support them, fhould
be Provided for, and not driven to feek a Sup-
ply from Door to Door. Tho’ for Captives and
fich as are Empoverifhed by fome awful Proe
vidence, as Fire, a Brisf fora free Contribution
1s proper and laudable : But for frurdy Beggars,
or Perfons that are able to Work, to go up and
down Bezaing inftead of Labowring, and make
this therr Employment, 1s a great Sin, and not
10 be allowed in any Place. They that can
Work, and will 82, .ought to be conlirained to
Labour 5 and it isa Sin for any to Supply them
mn fich & Trad¢: "And to {ee fo many Able
Perfons-and Clildrgn capable of being Employ-
ed, o fpend theie Time in Begging, is a great
Shame 1 for this is to be an unprofitable Burden
to Mankind, andproperly refers to the Head
of Micaefs; and Tuch will not Labour zheam-
Jefves, but would Live upon otber Men's La-
bours.

2. BY Accident. Employments may be Une
lawful, when they are taken and.abufed to
others Harm, [ fhall Here only Inftaice in
ove which is very Notoricus. Not only the
Lawfuine/s, but Expedience of Publick Honles
of Entertainment for Travellers, isathing fo
evident, that it cannet be deny’d with a thadow
of Reafon : Neverthelefs, to Multiply Licencig
for fuch Houfes,when there is no need of them,
and to have them in every Corner ; or for Per~
fons of their own accord, to take up fuch a
Trade, privatcly to Sell Drink to all Comers,
fo to maintain themfelves and their Familics, s
amanifelt Vielation of this Precept, in that it
15 2 blamable Occafion of drawing in Perfons
to fpend their Money, and their precious Time,
to their own Impoverithing, and the great Suf.
feting of their Familes ; Befides, Thefe Lary
rer ave an mlet toa World of Mifchicf, inthe
Places where 1t is praétifed; it occafions Drun-

. Aennefs to abound, brings all manner of De-

baucheries, Families are Difordered, Children
and Servants are drawn into Leud Courfes,and
provoked toFilch from theiv Parents orMafters,

and many Whoredoms are Committed.
NOR can Enber of thefz be defende?,
either by pleading Hoveryy and Neerjhry, for
- thig
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this is the way to Maintain o7e, with the
Ruin of a great many, which is contrary ro
the Rules of Honefly: Nor that the Publick
Stock is encreafed by it, for neither ought the
Fublick any more than the FPrivaze be main-
tained in a way of Difhastefly,as this certainly
is. And certainly,the more fuch are permit.
ted, or rolerated, the greater Tempration is
laid before them, toallow unbounded Licen-
tioufnef(s and Diforder to gain Cuftom : And
there is more Prudence in maintaining 2 few
Poor, than to give them liberty to make a
grear mary more {o . And itis {uch a Publick
Nufance, that all fober Divines have, asthey
had Qppoértenity, born a fevere Tellimony
againft 1t and ferious Chriftians do groan
under the lamentable Efeds ofit, and fa:l
the doleful Fruits of it in their Families,
which they know not how 0 Remedy, And
Iet others think as they fee good, yer I am
verily perfwaded thar the gre:r Immorali-
ties which abound among us, of which there
is fo general a Complaint, will never be re-
duced, till effeétual Care be taken, to Re-
trench the oqe, and Supprefs the orber for
whillt fuch Seminaties of Wickednefs are
faffeced, it muflt be expeded that the mif
chievous Efforts of them will Encreafe and
grow upon us.

[AveusT 2. 1705%5.]

Y AT E ate Confidering wherein we may



