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Metzl; and tho others know it, the Perfon
dothnot 5 but L7ee4 it, and therefore will pafs
it 5 at lealt it may look fair, but have that
zmperfection that makes It unferviceable, and
the Like.: Inthis Cafe Iam to Difeover ity
and the’ I muft be a Lofer in fo doing, Yet it
1s {1t that I dv not by Fraud and Decert Impofe
ori an Innocent Pcrl%m, to fave my felfl

AND if we follow thefe Rules ia this Afiair,
it is the way to keep a good Caufcience, which
15 better than Gain by Deceit,
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SERMON cci1

(3.) VY HERE caght 10 be one Standard 1o
regalate the Prices of 1hings by,
of Men wouid vbferve Righteoufnefs 171 ¢ way of
Commerce, "I'his 1s but litle thoight of, or
praclifed among Men, which_ occaﬁons.a great
deal of lnjuflzce in thar Dealings one with ano-
ther. i .
WE before obferved, That there is 1 Righ-
teoufnels to be obferved, in the fetting of a
duc Value upon thigs : Now tho’ this Value
may aMer, according to the Circumftances of
God’s Governing  Providence; yea, tho’ the
Prizes of things may rufe and falf, ftiil the
Price ought to be Uzz 1n all Contraéts, and
everything be valued by one Starn [ard, other-
wife itis impollible that Honefy fhould be
maintained in Iraflick. Itistrue, a thing
may be worth {0 rauch at oze Time, and more
or 1 /5 at anorh r Time 3 and it 1s Lawful for
Mey to ask moderate Gain for Credir, - and al-
ving a Day for Payment : But how (hall thefe
things bs afjzfled, {0 asto beara due Eropar-
tion, except the Valueit {21F he Stated ? Now,
becaufe Morey hath gotten the Command in
Mercbandize, as beiug beft accommodated to
advance Traffick among Men, it is therefore
become the Srandard, and all other Wares are to
be reduced to, and Regulated by it ; and every
thing 1 Exchange isto be reckoned ult b
much Worth, as it may pafs for Aloney, and
neither mere or /cfs,  Not that Money is na-
tarally fo, more than any etber thing 5 but be-
canfe there Is no other thing, ( according to
the State of humane Affairs,) which s betrer
fitted to over-tule this Affair, Irisa frequent
talk, which is of Two Frizes, accerding to
which Mendo erder their Bargains, one for
Money, another for £ay,as it 15 ufually termed |
but itis certain that this Diftinction lays a
foundation for Chraring and Cpprefficn, as wo-
ful Experience will confirm, 1t is true, Men
may lawfully Contraét for Payment to be made
for foch a Species; but if it be not to be had,
but they mult indent for orher things, they
ought to take 1t at the Price Cuorrent, as it will
pals for Money s or at leaft Proportion their
Gains by it to this Standurd, e they cannnt
be faid tegive the Worth Jor it. The Wife
Man tells us, Eccl 10. 19, Money anfwereth

a/l things, By which we are not enly to .
derftand, thar 1t 1s of fuch Crediz, that he why
hath it may procure any orber thisgs with it
but alloitts a Sremdurd for the Settlement of
the Value of every thing elfc, astoit's Cerrean.
¢y among Men : And the’ the Iriquity of the
World, huth made no little Diforder in the way
of Trading by reafon of this Difference; yet he
that wiil keep a pood Confcience in bis Degl-
ings ought to have a firict regard to This, that
fo he may not over-reach his' Brother in any
matter,
(4. ) JUSTICE is aifs 10 le offerved in
Weights & Meafures 5 for which rhe Word of
God 15 very full and frequent s and thar rat
onfy inthe Law of Mofes, bur elfewhere 1 the
Holy Scriprures.. Exa@nefs thereny is Commen-
ded, Prov. 14,11, 4 Juft weight €5 batunce are
the Lord's © ail the werehts of the bug ore prs
work.  And Falfhood 13 3¢ Condemned, Chap,
11.8. A falfe balance s abomingiion to thel ord:
but a juft weight is bis delighr,  And this Law
was not Fudicial, but purely Meral & Natyral :
and Eguiry between Man and Man, camnet in
all potnts be preferved without it It 18 true,
all things that belong ta Commerce, s not to be
calculated by thefe; and the forc-going Rules
are {.fhciently Directive about them, Eut
the main part of the things which belangs 1o
Rated Mer bantize, comes under thrs Rule.
And by the fam= Rules, we are to raér oug
Wares, at fmuch, in Tuch Weight or Meafure;
tho’ thereis alawful Difference to Le made be~
tween the Value of a fmay; Parcel, and of a
greater, for good Reafoms; yet it 1 Honefl that
the Perfmn fhonld have the full Quantity of
what e agrees for 3 and to diminifh him of 11,
15a Chear put on'him + for the Perfon agrees
for {o much, which he is Defrauded i, which
malt needs be a violation of Rightewufnef.
There miift therefore be ome Rule for thefe,and
all are to be braught to that 3 which therefore
well-Ordered Governments take o {pecial Care
of. And as Men onght to Buy and $.77 by the
fame, ( and thereford we are told, Prov. 20, 14,
23, Drvers weights, and divers e, ares. bogh
of thent are alite abomination 19 1he Lord,  1i-
vers weiphies are an ahomination unto 1he Lovd:
and afafe balance i¢ mot gond.  Foy fometimes
there may be the fame Weisbts, but 1 Cheat
w the Beilance ;s ) o they onght to be careful
that they be Fafl and alike, elfe theremiy be
Wrong done both tosarfelves and e:bors » Tor
every thing that is Beaghr and Sold, Isnat of
the fume Value s and 1 may Buy of one, and
Selltoanother.  And this Rule i to be obfep-
ved in Aoney, as well as in osher Cormmadities
for ns there 1 different Confideration Between
Bullien & Cpine, the one wiereof always pafieth
by Weighr, whereas the other paffethnpon the
Credir of the Publick Avthority. whele dapers
Jerpion itbears ; yet there is & Rule given by
fuch Anthority,that all lich Cort thalibe mizde
of fuch a #eighty and if b Iung e aud wear-
ing, it comes to fall fhort corfiderable of that,
they rghteoufly take Order for the new dling.
irg of it 8o, for Men to Cizp and dimnifh
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fach Corn, and ftill to pals it away as Corn, and
upon the Credit of the Stamp, is noterieus
Theft, and introduceth unknown Mifchief to
the Common wealth 3 and it is a Righteous
thing, that fevere Penalties be Enalted againft
it, -and Rigoroufly Profecuted. Such Maneys
may be lawfully paft away as Buiiom by
Weight, but not on the Publick Credir.

AND let fuch as are Guilty in this, know,
that however they may hide theirVillany from
Civil Cognizance,it will one Day prove a fting
to their own Conlfciences.

‘THUS we have Confidexed the more Ne-
ceflary Duties to be oblerved for the Righteous
Obiainirg and Pofjefhing cur thare in the good
things of this Life.

IT follows that we preceed to Confider,

Secondy, THE Rules given for the Righte-
ous Jmprovement of thele things, which we
have gained by Right. 1t is certain, that the
good things of this Life are given to Men by
God for Improvement, and_thag with a Nexr re-
{pect to the Concerns of this Life, becaufe they
are Temporary things. The’ itis everto be re-
nembred, that this moft be with an Ulrimare
Defign for the Glory of God, which is that
which brings them under the Regulation of
Divinity, with regard to which they have a
proper Reference to tbis Command.

" HERE letus obferve, That tho’ every Man
hath a proper Right to fuch an Eftate as he
cornes to Poflefs in a'Lawful and Honeft way ;
vet he is not the abfolwie Lord of it, to do with
it what he fees meet; butisputintoitas a
S:reward under God, and to follow Bis Direti-
on in the Improvement that he makes of it.
GOD is the fupream Lord of all; we Qurfelves
are His, and then furely what we have muft
be b: And it is He who hath depofited this
Portion into our hands, be it more or lefs 3 o
that by whatever Media we come by it, He Go

verned it, and ordered the Succefs of it ; and
we muft ronit up thro’ all Secord Canles to
Him, elle we derogate from His Glory : Hence
that, 3 Chrom. 29. 11, 13, 16. Bfal 127. 3.
He hath to this End given us thofe Rules in
His Word, in which He exprefleth His Plea-
fure, what Ufe He would have usto make of
them 5 and we cannot Tranfgrefs them with-
out manifelt Dijobedience.  And it concerns
us te Study and Practice thefe Rules with Care,
becaufe all that we have is in His Difpofuare,
and He can either continue them to us, ortake
them from us, according to His holy Pleafure
1 Sam. 2. 7. The Lord maketh poor, and makerh
rich : be bringethlow, and lifteibap.  And it
is certain that He will ere long call every one
of us to givean Account of our Stewardfbip, as
is intimated in, Lake 16.5eg. And thefe things
belong to the Talents, which our Lord hath be-
trufted us withal ; and He will come, and
firictly enquire of us, how we have COccupied
Yhem. This Improvement therefore properly
belongs to Commurative Jultice, according to
the received Notion of it, and o belongs to
this Precept.

NOW before T proceed to the diftin& Con®
fideration of this Head, give me leave tooh-
ferve, That Divines do generally bring the
Confideration .of Foverry and Ricles under this
Command ; and {c they may be here taken a
brief Account of ; tho' it might ally have been
obferved under the former Head, 2s hearing a
refpedt to borh. The Providencs of God beftows
on forre Men agrear Effate i this Woild,
which they are either Bor7 to, or they are fimi~
led upen 1n their Endeavonrs sothers are either
Born to Poverty, or their Fradence and Pains
is frowned on, and they are breught very fow,
Now thete is an lmprovement of thele to be
made accordingly 5 and thereare the Duties
incambent en the Ome, whith are not eapected
from the Otber in their prefent Condition : But
the moft of thefe things will fall in, in the fe-
quel.  Tfhall therefore here unly Remark :

1. THAT itisthe Dty of thofz that ore
Rich, to acknowiedge God in their Riches, and
Jeek 1o Ufe them 10 His Henour. They onght
not therefore te be lifred vp with them, to traf
and rely on them, to nourifh and gratify their
Lufts with them, to defp:fe their Foor Neigh-
boursbecaule they have not a like Forribn of
them ; but to be Humble and Kind, and en-
deavour to lay up abetter Prreicn for them-
felves: Hence that Advice, Prov. 3. 9. Monour
the Lord wiab by fudflance, and with ibe firl-
frusis of all thine increafe. 1'Fim 6. 17, 18.
Chargethem.ghat are rich in this world, that ihey
be not bigh-minded nor trufl in uncertain riches,
bat inthe living God, whe giverh s richly all
tbings roenjoy . That they dogood, that they be
ready to diffribute, willing to commanicate.

2. IT is the Duty of the Poor 10 adore God’s
Frovidence in it, and fiudy bow they may fubmz
to Hom Fatiently under ir. Ther ought not to
Murmur at God’s Providence, as if He Injured
them, nor {eek by any Indired Means to eafe
themielves of it; but to Truft in God who cares
for fuch ; and be themore follicitous te fecure
for themfelves,the Riches which cannot be taken
away ; remembring, that as Fiches are not E-
videncesof God’s Lave, {oneither is Peveriy of
His dnger or Haired 5 being fuch things as in
themfclves make Men neither berter nox
worf¢ 5 and are equally improvable for Eter-
nal Salvation.

BUT we may pafs to the Confideration of
the Rules, according to which we ought to I~
prove the outward good things of tnis Life,
{o as to {erve God therewithal. Now the
right and lawful Ofizg of thefe things may be
referred to Pwo Heads, viz. the Preferverion
of them, and the Expezce of them ; both of
which the Word of God gives us Direction
about.

I. THE Frefervation of an Eftate, Tt isa
favour of God that He beftows upon usz com-
fortable Sulyiffence in this World ; and tho it
be a commar Kindnels, yetitis not to be dedpi-
fed or neglected : And the Perrur which is
here required to he exercifed, is commonly
catled Frugaliry ; which confifts in a Prudent
Management of our outward Affairs amgl is
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that which is Comumended in the Word of God,
and that which belongs toone that Fears God,
Ifal112. 5. And thereare two things to which
this may be reduceds ‘

Y. 4 diligens looking after our Effate, 1o
keep it together, 1har it be not, thro” our neg-
led, expafed 1o Wajle,  The things of this Lite
are lable to Corruprion and Decay, there is
Mo, Ruft and Thuef that are ready to fieze
them ; And tho except God Preferve them for
us, all our Watchlulnefs and Induftey cannot
Secure them ; yet He requiresof us to leck after
them, which is the crdinary way to enjoy His
Bletling upon them. Tt is therefore the Wife
Man’s Counfel, Prov. 27. 23. Be thoy diligent
10 kaow the flate of thy focks, and look weil 1o
thy herds. We ought not to Wafte them our
felves unprofitably, nor fufter themto be Rroy-
ed by our Negligence, Tho’ Chrift conld work
a Muracle to feed the Multitude, yet He gave
thatCommund to HisDiftiples on this Account,
Yoh. 6.v2. Gazber ap 1z fragments that remain,
rhar narbing be Joff,  And it 1s cextain, that
there will be a continual germg Our, and he that
doth not take care to prelerve his {ncome, his
Expence will in a littlz time bring him{elf to
Poverty , and if he be not Careful to uphold
his Eltate, he will not he Iong before he will
have nothing to Expend, neither upon himfelf,
his Family, or the Publick Arrears, or the due
Charity tothe Needy. Whereas this is the
way to live Honeftly, Honourably and Com-
fortably.

2. PRUDENT Endeavour to Advanceoar
Eftare, It 1snot {ufficient to take heed that
nothing be Walled, but we muflt hufband oux
Fftates to ddvantage + 1t 1s not enough to ger
an Eftate, but there is a Daty to endeavour
that it way prafper by good Hufbandry of it,
in the beft way. Profpericy is a Bletiing to be
defired, ( tho’ notinfatiably to be gralped af
ter, which is a Temptation to Sin; ) this
Profperiry 15 one of the Promifes of the Cove-
nant, and we may Pray for it; {H did he,
1 Chiron. 4, 10. And Fabes cilied on the Gol
of Yrael, fiying, Ob thar thow wonldef blefs me
mdecd, and emiarge my coaft, and thar thine
band might be with me, and that theu wouideft
keep me from evil, ihat it muy not prieve wie.
And God granted bim thar which be requefled.
We may then lawfully Badeevesr it,  Riches
are confiftent with God/inefs ; and the more a
Manhath, the more Advantage he hath to do
Good with it, if God give him an Heart to it :
Po vyo.a. Weadth and rich: s jhati be in bis
boufiy and bis rightconfnefs endureth for ever.
Prov. 31 ¥8. She confrlereah a field, and bayerh
ie: wub the fruit of ber bands fbe planterh a
vincyard.

I THERE isaRighteoulnefs to be follow-
ed in the Experce of thele things.  And here
there are two Vertues, Farfimony and Libe-
raliry,

{1 ) PARSIMONT; which confiftsin a
pradent reftraining our Expences toa due mea-
fure. (od doth not feeic meet 10 n exfure a
like Portion of thefe things to every one in this

World, but feme enjoy More, others Lofs of
them, which is &1{0 included, Piaforrg 5. Aud
here the Providenee of God is to be eyed, and
the Cafes to be compared, and we are o tegu-
late cur felvesaccordingly ; andgreat Prudence
is here to be uled, Itis true, that Ged givey
us thefe things for our Ufe and Comforr 5 apd
we ought to Ufe them and take the Comfort of
them : Hence that, Focl 2. 24, There iy 5ow
thing betiey for a man, ibinthit be fbowld eas
and drink, and ther be byl maks bos Joul egn
joy good in bis fabier,  Tiiy alfe I fay, thqt ig
eas from the band of God,  Bor thll it thonld
be our Own, ellt we do not firve God's Provi-
denec as #is Command requires. Now therg
are twoCafes in which this is to be Confidergd,
and accordingly Improved ; the oneis Qrdina-
7y, the cther Extra rdinary

1. AN Ordinary Cofer 5 eur laying out ought ja
bear 2 duePropartion t4 our coming in, & rathep
10 come jhort, 1h.n to exceed thar.  And right
Reafon as well as Reugion vogiires that there
be a Difference here made between ane Man,
and another, according as God hath ordered his
Eftate, and his Charge. Hence that may lg
Covetpufnefs inone Man, which wonld be Prie
digairty 1n ancther: And therefore for all Men
to maintain the fame Port in Diet, Apperel and
Entertaiaments, is contrary to the FParfimony
that is required of us 3 and whatlhever Come
merdarion they may have from Men, they
will neither pleafe God, nor keep a good Cone
{cience:  Weought therefore to acguaint ouy
felves with cur Affiirs, and way of Supply 3 and
confider then, how many ways there are to Fx-
pend, and Compare them togethes, ahd (5 Pro-
portion our Port in the World ; otherwife, we
thall mifs in our drithmarick,  Thefe things
are indeed for our Ufe and Comfort, and onght
to be (b ufed; but God diftributes to fhme only
for Necrjfiry, to others for Convenience, and g
others for Delighr,  And the’ thefe that have
more of the World’s Goods, onght ta be very
Sober in their Expence, and tuke heed that
they nourith not their Lufts with it ; yet they
that have mre, may lawfully Ul it for theig
Comfort moreLiberatly s Whereas yet, they who
have Lefs, mnft live mare fparingly, and Cur
their Coat aceording ta their Clathy and 1o da
according to what we bave, and not what we
have ssr, 2 (or 8. 12.  Ard tho' Perfons of
Publick Station thould Live in amare Nebie
Fajbion, yet the Publick which they fervs
ought to maintain it ; and Men are not caltcd
to Ruin themfelves and Families for this.

2. [N Extraordinary Cofer, Men ure 14
take other meafures,  If God fees meet to Dee
ny His Ordinary Bletiing upon Men’s lawfi]
Fodeavours, and bring them to Poverry and
Straits, they ought to make Ufe of what they
haveat Prefenr, and truft God’s Providence frr
the Farurey and not to Fami themGilies to
Day, for fear leaftthey fhould have nothing for
to Moprow, Andhere ourBaviour's Rule mufk
take Place, Matth. &, 24. Tade tberefore no
thought for the morrow . for 1he morrav fhail
Fake thoughe [for thehings of ufef: f.fFens
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anio the duy is the evil thereaf, Only Care 18
to be had, that we comply with God’s Pro-
vidence in thisregard, fo far as may be, and
rot profufely pleafe our felves with the Vulgar
Proverb, Spend, and God will fend.  There are
alfb the Times, when God brings Publick
Diftrefles upon a People, and all lies at Stake,
Times of War or Fumine 3 and He may now
call for a Man’s 44, and he ought to Comport
with the prefent Diftrefs ; and aot by his for-
did Purfimeny, think tofave his own Cabbin,
and let the Veflel fink. 'Time was when Chri-
frians Sold their Pofletlions, and devoted them
to the Reliefof others 5 and they looked upon
them{elves as called by God to do it 5 and God
accepted it, and they are Commended for it,
Afls 4. 24, 35. Which would at another time
have been folly and difira&ion.

{2.) LIBE RALITT , whichis aVertue
to be exercifed in a cheerful Diftribution of the
good things we have, according to God’s Com-
mand, And this istogovern and moderateour
Purfimany, that it degenerate not into bafeand
ignominous Lovetoufacfs, which is condemued
by God. It is our Duty todo Good with, and
Diftribute of our Goad things, as there 1s otca-~
ion offered to us, asthere ever will be.  Here
we are to oblerve, that the Benefit of thafe_
things is for rées Life, & will do us no Kindaefs
in aworher, any further than as we have ufed
them to God’s Glory in #4is 5 for we are told,
1 'Tim. 8. 7. For we broxghr notbing inte this
world, and ir is certain we can carry nothing
pur. [his Benefit is aGually enjoyed by us, in
the laving of them out {o, as may ferve to the
Ends of them, for the outward Mau s fo that
as we cannot preferve them withont Fragaliry,
nor long enjoy them without Farfimeay, {onei-
ther can we have the Comfort of them with-
eut Lileraliry. The Wife Man therefore com-
plains of that as a great Vanity, Eccl 1.3,
Whar profit bath a man of all bis (abour which be
taker) ander the fun 2 Now the Word of God
bath here alfo given usplentiful Direction, how
we are to Order vur felves in this regard. And
we are. not here to diftinguith Leberzliry from
Fujtice. and redace it to meer Chariry ; but it
contzins in it a willing Diftribution, to zll the
Ules for which it 1sto be employed.  And here
tvso things may comeunder our Confideration,

1. THE Subjeils of our Libera:zy i and
they are il {uch to whom we are by Precept
required tn impart of our Sabftance ; and thefe
have tneir Order.  In the firft place it belongs
to Qur felves and Famiftes 5 we muft provide
for our particnlar Charge, andallow them fui-
tably for Heat, Drink, Raiment and Fdica-
tion, and a Portion; as we are told, 1 Tim.
§. 6. If any provide not for bisownt and fpec.-
ally for ihofe of bis owa boufe, he barl denied
ihe faith, wnd is worfe than anm infidel,  And it
is the Cemmendation of the Vertuous Woman,
Prov. 31. «5, 20. She rifeth alfo while it 15 yer
mighr, aind givesh meat 1o ber bouphold, and &
portion 1o ber maidens.  She firetcheih oui by
hand 1o the poor 5 yea, fhe reacheth forth her
hands to she needy.  Andnot to do this, argues.

the want of Natural Affeétion. Our Perents
alfo claim this of us, when Aged and fhiftlefs;
hence that, Matth. 15.4, 5,6. For Ged com-
manded, foyrng, Honour thy father and mother ;
and be 1bat carfeth fatber or mether, it bimdie
tie death, But ye fay, whefocver fhal foy to
bis father, or bis mother, It is 2 gift by whatfo-
ever ihon mughrefl be profived by me, And bonsur
not his father, or bis mother, he fhall be free
Thus bave ye made 1he commandmens of God of
none cffcét by your tradirion. Nor can weever
Compenfate their tender Care of us, The Com~
mon-weaith allo is to be fupported in the necel
fary Chargesofit, by fuch as are Members of
it, and have their Protettion from it accord-
ing tothat, Rom. 136, 5. For, for this caufe
Py you tribute alfs, for tbey are God’s minijlers,
atrending consinually apon this very thig, Ren-
der therefore 1o ali their dues . tribute to whom
trtbute 15 dwe, cuflom to whom cuflom, feor 10
whom fear, bonour towhom bonvur. The Main-
tenance of the Memiflry allo challengeth athare
in onr Expence, who {pend their Time znd
Swrength for the Service of the Souls of their
Flock, whereof they have the Charge, Gal
&. 6. Ler bim that 15 taughr tn the word, com-
manicate wnto bim thar teacherd, i ali good
things. 1 Cor. 9. 13, 14. Do ye nor know that
they which minifler abous holy things, live of 1he
things of ibe zemple ? and they which wait at 1be
altar, are partekers with the aitar ? Euvin fo
bath the Lord ordained, thar they which preack
the gofpel, flould live of the g-fpel. The Por
allo tave an Interelt ~ in our Expences, aud
ought to thure of 11, and to be taken Care of
by us, as we are God's Depofitaries : Hence
that Encouragement, Plal. 41, beg. Bleffed is
be thar confidererly the poor 5 the Lord wif! pre-
Jervebim, and keep him alive, and be fhail be
bicflid upon the earth y and thois wilt mot deiived
him into ibe will of bis enemies, The Lord will
frrengihen bim wpon abe bed of languifbing . thos
wilt maks allbis bed in bis ficknefs.  Aud here,
the Gouly Poor, or Chryiiams, are fitltly
to be confidered by us, Gal. & 10, As we
buve therefore opporimniry, let us do good
uito all men, c¢fpecially anto them who are
of the bowfliold of faith. But yet In, as o-
thers that are Men, and in Necellity, (tho’ Ua-
godp, nay tho’ our Perfonal Eneniies, ) be con-
fidered 5 and Hem.oniy calls for it s and Chrift
hath taught us the Letion of it, Matth. 5. 44.
1fay unto you, Love your encmics, blcfs them
thur carfe you, do goed to them thar bare yon,
and pray for them whica d:fpitefully ufe sou,
and perfecnie yoi:.  Rom. 2. 200 If thine ene-
my bunger, feed bim: of be tbirdl, give bim
drink, Hitherwo belong »Ho dsrangers and Tra-
vellers, for whom we ought to have a Referve,
that we may be Hofpituble to them, and give
them {uitable Entertainment ; Rom. 12. 13.
D-fribuiing so the neceffiry of faints: given 2o
bafpiratity. v Pet. 4. 9. Ufe b fpriality one 13
another withoit gradging. Heb, 12 2. Be not
Joreetful to enieriain ftrangers: foriberehy fome
Lave enigrieined angels wnawares,

2. FOR
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2 FOR the Mesmr of I, a fow Rules may
Lesiven ;

L 3T neft be with aready and Jreerful
Mind. Without this it cannot he called -
berality,  God regards the Hearr, and if it be
but Tew: Mites, ora Cup of eald Waier, itis
accepted, o thatitbe Rizht, 2 Coe. 8. r2. For
if there be firft @ willing mind, it is accepred
gccering 1o idar & man bush, and mot accorling
o that Dz bath #ot,  Onthis aecount 2 Ligeral
Man is compared to the Ulewds, which frecly
dittuivethemitlves for the Relief of the Eacth,
Leclo 1103, We ave therefore told, 2 Cor.g.7.
Every man according os be parpofedh in bis beart,
So et bim give § wor gridging’y, nor of wecef-
gy for Gud leverh a cheerful giver.  And,
Prov. 1125, Toe liberal fral bl be made fat
ant be that watereth, fhailbe waitered alfo bim-
fed.

2, 1T muft be of that which 13 our Own, and
according to owr Abifity, 2 Cor. 8. 12, There
are thoft whom God mukes the Obiects of Che-
riry, who have nothing to give, buat are Sub-
jedts ready to receive an Alms of another. And
tho' th=fe ouzht to have an heart ready difpo-
fed, yet itisnet required of them that they
fhould give away that which is pot thelr
own proper Gods, butanother’s : And this is
Roibbery for Barat Offering, which God will
not accept, butCharge tothem asSin,  Not but
that a Man may lawfllly Bwrew of ancther
on occefion, when he 1s able to make it Goad
again : And it maft be according to his Abi-
1y, and another’s Neoeffiy o Hence that, Ads
20, 25. 1 bave foewed you all thimgs, bow that
v labouring  ye cught to fupport the weak 5 and
to resenber the words of the Lord Fefus, how
be foud, Itis more bleffed togive than ro receive.

2. WE ought to fludy and offerve the voice
of Frovidence, which cails us to Diffrilure. We
ought not to [hut our Eyes, and hide our {tlves
frot the Knowledge of our Duty on this Ac-
count, but watch for the Opportunity, and not
frame Fxcales toavoid it,. We are thercfore
acquadnted with that as the Character of a Li-
beral Man, & 22, 8. The liberal deviferh -
beral things, and by Iberal things fhali be fland.
We honld mftead of being forry that we know
of fich a Duty, enquire after ity and not do it
fharoigly, butwith regular Freedom, and opex-
bandednels.

& WE fhould do it Freguently & Unwea-
riedly.  We cught nat to be Tired with it, or
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Relrain 1t 1 We fhould iy it cnoltey as there is
Opportunity, Gl 6, 1¢, We fionld do it ta
Wany, wocw there s need of 1t : Eeel, 1y, 2,
Give a portiva to [ oun, and ify o erchry for
socu kaowefl noswhat evid fhall be apon she ¢ v,
And we thauld not be weary ofit, Gal &, 7.
Aud ler we ot be weary ia well doime ; fr' "
diee feafun we fall reap, if wi faint not.  We
fhmld indeed Commifferats, apd be {urry fop
fuch as are r‘edu-:ed to Dutteels 5 bat this Com-
miferation 15 to fiir up our Bowels for them,
and not to Quarre] with God'sProvidence, which
providas fion Objelds Hir us, therehy to prove
our Swweenity, fam. 2. 15, 18 f 2 brother or
ffler be nalad, and deBirnte of doity fa01 5 And
ol of you fay unio thenr, Depart 1z prage, kg
you warmed sl filled aoiwiedEanding ye g"iu':s'.
thewm nat ihofe things wiich are aepdfal io rbé
Balyy whar deth it profis ?

5.WE fhoald do it m the proper Seafon of it,
and not wle Delavs.  Bir dur gur Cito d o, A
Liberal Spirit will prompt us tv ufe no Dalays,
but take the hint of Providencs, and &) the
thing when it will e moft Ciitable, Prov.3.28.
Say aot wnto 1hy neighbonr, Go and coms ag i
and 1o morrsw [ witl give 3 wh.n thou b ot it I'J):
rbee.

¢ WE mult ds12for God: We are therea
fore commanded, Prov. 3. 9. Hinoar the Lord
with thy fubflance, and wirh 1be Jirft fruits of all
thine increafe. And David calls it the Kind-
nefs of God, 1 8am. 9. 3. And we are gfiured
i Prov. 19. 17. He thar barh Py upon the fo;jr
fendeth unto the Lord 5 and thay which be bl
given, will be pay b azain.,  And this 1s that
which puts a Theolegical Tinfture upon ouy
Acts of Liferaliry,

LET us then be excited to the Exorcife of
this Vertue, confidering that we owe it to Ged,
who1s oor Land-lord ; and itis part of the
Quit-Rent which he expects of us ; and that in
this way wefhall be under the Blefling, Prov.
39, 10. Hontowr the Lord with 'thy fubflance,
and with the firfl fraits of all thine increnfe. 8o
Jhall 1by barns be plied with pleary, and thy pref-
Ses bail burff our wirh new wine. We hereby
engage Gud to be our Pay-Malter 5 and have
good Security that we fhall net be Lfers, but
great Gairers 1nthe foot of the Acconnt ; Eccl.
11. 1. Caff thy bread wpon the waters : fur ihoy
Jhait find it after many days.
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