SERMON CC/L

(IIL) Y YHERE is a Righreoufnefs 1o be jol-

lowed, in 1bhe Farming of Houfes
and Lands, That fuch 2 ¢ ontradt as this is
Lawful, is abundantly proveable from the
Word of God ; and the Neceflity of it for the
Good of Mankind, is 2 potent Confirmation
of it: For, the’ every Man cught to Eun:ploy
himfelt'in fome Calling, vet that is not the
only way in which he may Rightfolly advance
his Eltate. Some Men are able to Labour,
but threy have nothing to heltow their La-
bour upon 5 others have an Eitate of Faffeffion
which either theirCalling allows them notto
Cccupy by cthemfelves,or they have more than
they can {6Occupy : Some Men have an Eftate
inHoufing, which they have no occafion for their
own Ulc to Improve 5 others have Noze, and
want one for the Convenience of their Ocen-
pation; {othat by fuch 2 Coorall,  farb the
Parties may be Accemerodated and Bfuei%tcfdd,
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and humane Soclety comfortably maintained,
Eut herealfo fattice ts to be oblerved, and Chr-
rity to be mamtained 5 and there are Tutics
here on either hand that ought to be abferved.

AND here in Gemeral obferve, that there is
a great Difference between ’1_“1;5:, and that of
Louny for inThis the Principal yemains in the
hand of the Progrietcr, and he runs the Rifgue
of all Cafuulties, as of Fire, Innund.arons, &c.
whereas in the Qrber, the Principal becomes
his who Berrews 1t, and he is Refponiible for
it to his Credicor.  Aud right Realon tells us,
that on this account, a greater Profit ought to
redound to the Ownet by Farming, than by
Tuterejt for Time, in ordinary Cafes. But the
Moral Law hath here alfo fet Limits, which
every one that would follow Righteouliefs
eug .t to confine him(elf unto. o

(v.} IN refpedt of him who Lers ont bis E-
flate 1o Farm, thereare thefe Rules tobe at-
teuded 3 . _

1. HE ought to confider bis Neighbour’s pro-
bable Benefit as welias bis Qanm, 1m the Rare
which be feis upor bis Hoifes and Lands, 1t is
u geneyal Rule in all Contrals, that we are to
feek our Neightowr’s Good, as well as our Own
in it. Hence there can be no flated Value fot
m this Cafe 3 there may be the fame Coft laid
out by the Froprietor, on one and another Te-
nementor Faim ; but there may be a great
difference in the Commodioufiiefs of the one
and the other ; We ought therefore to Confillt,
whether he that Occopies or Improves it, may
be a Garner, and not a neceflary Lofer by the
Improvement, ifit be not his cwn Fault; 1o
that the Owner may in this regard Righteonfly
enhaunce the Rent : But any thing that exceeds
this, comes under the Sin of Qppr fism y nor
ought the Neceliity of the Perfon that tires,be
improved toExat of him, beyond this general
Rule : For this dothnot vary the thing it f2If;
nor is it tofollow the Golden Rule, todo 10 a-
Aother, as we would rationally bave bim 10 do
by Ur.

2. 'THAT be ought to b2 Merciful to his
Tevaut, wben meer Cafualty carts off from bim
the Fruits of bis Labowr,  Ifthe Man by Iile-
# fs, or foolifh Aegligence lofeth his Benefi,
it 1s his Fault,and a Jike Pity is not Command-
el to be ufed when it 1s {0 ; but ifan xnfore-

Jeen Fire takes away all the Man’s Subftance,
and Impoverifheth him to zn Inability to de-
fray his Arrears; or Dreaght, Rain, Cater-
pitlars fweep away the Fruit of his Labours,
a1d he Lofech ail his honeft Induftry, theutmoft
Rigour of the Contradtonght wot to be Profecu-
ted, but fome fair proportionable Abatement
ought to be made ; efpecially if the Perfon be
Foor, and brought into Diftrefs by it : And this
belongs to the Charisy, which thé Word of God
calls Righreowfnefs 3 and equally is required in
this Command, as will afterwards be Confi-
dered.

(2.) IN refpett of him who Tales fuch an
Effate t0 Farm:  And here alfo two Rules are
principally to be regarded 4

1. HE ought to1ake Care of bis Landiord's

Bflate, that it fuffers pot, as towch a5 if it werg
basowst.  And this belongs to the Rule of Hor
#efly 5 for as the Landiord coght not to Opyprefs
his Tenant, {03s the orier obliged ta fee that
the Lend/ord be not Diminifhed by his Defaulr;
For the deﬁgn of fuch Contraéls, is that Fach
may be Bencfited hereby § and witheut fuch
Care, hemay Lofe more by fuch Walkte, thau
is Gains are by the Rents, which is contrayy
to Juflice or Equity. A Man may better Give
the Hire of his Houfe to ome, thun make acoufis
derable Rext for it of anerber, who makes the
Reparation which he hath occafioned, but more
Chargable than the Rent is worth, A Maun
may by Strip and Wafte, and Neglett, {o fpoil
aLiving, as the Qwner had better to have leg
it ly full Usimproved ; But this is not aceoge
ding to a good Cunference,

2. HE ought 10 be Fuithful in difcharging big
bonefl Obligatian 10 bis Lawdlord, And herein
he is to be True to the Quantity, Quality apd
‘Time agreed upon y in every whereof hisRigh-
tecufhes is concerned. It muft he done with-
out all Fraud or Deceit, or putting his Landlord
upon the neceliity of Lofs, or being at Chargeg
for the Recovery of his Owrn: And doubt}efs
all Lan-fuits commenced on 1his actount, aye
occafioned by the Unrighteoufhefs of One of the
Parties at leaft, Not but that if God’s Provis
dence puts the Man Bebimd-band upavoidably,
he may heneftly Asz; and his Crediror ou Kt
in Charity to Ufe Patience till he may be able,
but to ufe Pretences on this aceount which age
Fallacious s too many do,will not excufe them
from Sin; as if3 Man pretends that he canpot
Puy his Renr, when he falls behind by hig
lienefs, Predigality, Drinfing, fine Apparel,
&c.

(IV.) THERE is a Righteoufncfs 12 be ok
Servedin the Conrralls of Buying €7 Selling, op
i Merchandize.  Merchandize, in the eopme
prehenfive Notion of it, includes all manner of
Caontrats between Man and Man, in which one
thing Is given in Exchange for anotber 5 whereh
the Right and Pofliffion paficth from the jor-
mer Pojeffor, tothe Purcbafer y and fo ir ip-
cludes in it the Purchafing of Lands & Houfes,
and all the Sales that are made between Man
and Man : Of the Lawfainef: and Necoffiry of
which, there needs no diftinét Difcourfe, AlY
which is confiderable uniderit, will fall in with
what 3s to be faid in that which follows , only
one CASE mz}g he briefly confidered, vie,

Queft. WHETHRER ir be Lawful for 4

Ferfon to fell an Interitance wiich befalls
bim by Right of Heirfhip ¢

THE ground of this Enguiry is that Mefui-
cal Law, which forbad the doing it Cut-1ight 5
and provided that all fuch Inheritances, as had
fallen into the Poffefiion « £ others hould revert
tbt').’the Perfon, oy his Heirs, in the Year of Fur

tiee.

AxfTHEIS Law was not Morel,but Fudicial and
accommodated to the Conftitution of the Ifracdin
tifh Pelity y & doubtlefs, had {ometl:ingTypical in
it, & referred to the Spiritual Kingdor: of Chrifty
andwas of the fame order with the Prefervation
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of Genealogies, and the keeping Inheritances
to the Tribe ; and probably had a refpett 1o
the more ciear Proving of the Defcent of
Crrist Himielf, accoruing to the Predicti-
ons of Him : As zl{o to tntimate that the Hea-
venly Inhericance is relerved fafe torevery true
Ifrae 1re,notwithitanding his Fol ies and Frail-
tics in this Lite. And we find that a Living
in a walted Ciry, might be fold for ever, and
not go forth in the Fubilee, Lev. 25. 29, 31.
It is tree, @ Man hach a Privilege to dilpole
of his trce Bftate by Teflamenz, and that is
among™enaccounted Sacred&lnviolable: And
by this fometimes Men do Enrail Inheritances
upon Poieriy whereby they deprive their
Heirs of a Li"ercy of Alienating the Property;
which, tho’ it feems to be a great hardfhip,
yet ties their hands, and cuts them oft from
a Power of Difpofingthem. But when Men
ate Pollelt ot fuch Inheritances, either by a
Prichafe made by themielves, or by a Free
Alienation of it to them by Frogenirors with-
our any {ech Fmbarafsment; they arear as
muchLiberty of Confgience to Alienate thefe,
as any orker part of their Eftate : And Weare
affured, the fews themfelves Were altowed 1o
do [ by any Laads, without the Confines of
Cinsan, Alfs 1. 36,27, Anditis certain, that
the Dilfinction be:ween Real and Perfonal, is
meerly Civsd. and hath no Foundation in Di-
viniry o as.in ic felf to ob’ige theConfcience.

BUT I proceed. to the Confideration of
tha: which is more reftritively called Her-
chandize ; which is, . when Perfors do de
and Exchange one thing for another, witha
defign to met Guia by ir, and make an Effere
jn the Weorld out of it 5 and accordingly do
make it a Trade or Calling, in which they do
Empoy themfelves. And here 1 diftinguith
nor betweed fich as Sell things by Whele fale,
or fuch as Rer.vif anv Goods to others s for
in Divisiry they come under a like Confide-
ration, as co the general Rules given’aboot it
in the Word. of God.

AND here before I proceed to 2 particular
Difcontf: of the Righresufnefs required in ir,
there is 2 general CASE culls for fome Con-
fideration; wiz,

Quelt, W HETHER fuch a Calling asthis
be Laofrl? . Not, Whether Men may Buy &
Seli» for Neceffiy calls for thar 5 But, Woe-
ther Ment may m ke 1t a Caliing 10 Buy & Sell
for Gain, and advancing @ Living in ibe #orid
by ir ¢

Anfrs SOME of the Ancients have alroge-
ther Denied che Lawfulnefs of This, except
the Perfon hath been at the Coff of Fime and
Charge of obraining rhe Propersy of thething 5
as altering [ron into Pirs, or other Ules, by
Working of ity of turning Clazh into Gar-
mepr, &c. But the main Arg=zment for this,
isCnrifts Whipping of the Bayers and Ex-
¢h112275 ont of the Termple; the weaknels of
which is.ver+ obvious: - Fot tho’ it might be
Profon fv 10 do it thors, yetit might be Law-
ful elfew’ere. The Scriptures no where Con-
demn ir, and the Convenience of Mankind re-

quires it 3 and the Apotile feems tacirly 1o
approve it, far. 4.12,14. <nd not only doth
ane ANeiglboar depend on armurber, but cne
Ceunirey is beholden to ano-her for things
ncedful and convenient 5 and Man's Commoddia
1y requires, rhar there be fuch ot whom they
may Purchale the things'which they have oc-
cafion tor: There muft therefore be {uch who
make it their Eufinefs ; which iy the proper
Notion of Merchandize, And we have alrea-
dy obferved, that evesy Calling is to ger an
Hereft Lrving by 5 and for tbar fome Ga:n is
neceffary ; norouzht Men to lofe their Time,
and Travail, and Frazards for nenght, but may
jultly expetk o have a moderate Profe by it
If then itbe Liwful to Puyand 8/, it mult
be {o to make a convenien: Profir by it

BUL the groac ! ffcalry hereis, for foch
to know how to Keguwie thern{ lves in ihis,
according to the mind ot od, @+ d (O a3 10
exercife exact Righteou/nefs tn it wh ch s
therefore now to be confideied - And there are
fome general Heads, to whichthe Conudera-
tion of this may be red ced

(1) THeRF is a Rig'.eonfrefsao b-ufed in
the ferting a due Y d've wion L mmiodties Lo be
Jold and Lemghi.  And this feems ro be the
molt intricare Cofe 1n the wholée myftery of
Meribandize, and in whith chera afe great
Lucres betore Men of Tyade and: Dealing,
There isindeed 7 general Rele whick it Con-
{ci-ntioufly tollowed. would be a good Di-
refory inthis Afair, viz. Thar we fharld-feek
pur Qwn Gein, fo as wabal to confalt our
Neigbhours Bescfir Trat there mdy be- 2
Diflon: flaie, we e wellaffered by theWord
ofGod 5 and that as well in the HighPrizes of
things, as any ether way , and Men may do
themfelves Wrang by ity for we are told,
1 Tim. 6. 10. The love of money is ibe root of
all ¢vils which while fome bave coveted after,
they buve erred from the faith, and pierced
themfetves ibron b th mauy forrows.

BUT the knquiry is,

Quelt, WHETHER ihere be any flued
Rule jforins, by artending whereer Men muay
keep agood Confeience tn ther Dealings 2

Anfw. TOwhich I reply, there douhtlels
is ; elfz the Scripture would in vain find
Faule with, and threaep Moen for their fxr 7
tion, Ezek 22 .. Thoulafi groedt]y ja ned of
thy neigubesrs by exterrion. 1 Cov, 5. 1o——=
Ur am i xtorsioncr, wih f.ch anonre, 7o not 10
eat, But it iseafi rrorell whar is Nz the
Rule, than whac'it fr 5 bat yer hy rhis Nega-
tive, we may b belped in our fight wder-
ftunding of the Affriwarve, Here then we
may for our he'p in this Affair take a few
general Rules, which will carry Ture Dire&i-
on in thefe :

1. THAT it is n0 Rale of Rightroufnefr, to
Bay as Cheap, and 8:1/ax Licar a5 ue el
This indeed is that which Men do roo gene-
rally follow, and ftund ro juffify ; but con-
trary to Scripture” and right Reafon,  If it
were {o, the Word of God in vain condemns
Oppreshen, it being a thing Impracticables

and
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and to talk of Lifbonsit Gawi in the Prizes of
things, would be wen-fenfe and a meer santer.
Nar would there be any room for the ufing of
Corfeierce n tius Atialr 5 for where there is no
other Rule but this, Cenfcience mult needs be
upbounded 3 and the common Good of Man-
kindaltogether difregarded: And this' ts mani-
feftly condemuned, fer. 22,17, Andit woold
be nidiculons for Men 1o fav, It is fumuch
Worth ; when tholy mcaning is; it is worth as
much as they can G« for it : Doubtlefs there
was apother lutention in that, Gen 23. 13.
My Lord, bearkiu gnte me, the Land is worth
Jour kundred frekets of filv.r.

2, 1T 15 nor toe meer Intrinfical Value of
the ihing which s bere vo determing the Cife,
Many tzik of this, but there is a great Fr lucy
i ir, forindeed there s uo fuch'thing as a Po-
Jiice fxed Imtrinfick Worth in Thrading 3 for
tho' it 15 certain, tiete is a real diffrrems Worth
1o things Comparitively 5 as {ome thicgs are
moere Neeeffery tor Man's Livelihood 5 and
thefe things are rea’ly Butier than fuch as are
mectly dep rflaiiies v And things of the ume
kind may aiffer in Zaaliry, one belng gaed and
Jourd, the other bad and decayed, and not fo
Serviceab e 5 ( but that will be confidered after-
wards, ) but every thing hath its Chuages; 1t
js Worth fo much at {uch a Time, or in fuch 2
Place 5 at another Time, and in another Place,
it is Worth More or Lefs: And there are
Circumitances in Providence that vary this,
as will be chierved : Hencethat, Gen. 21. 18,
dnd Abr.Dum Dearkned wyngo Epbron, and A-
brabim weighed 1o Epbron the fitver which be bad
wawed in the audience of the fons of Heth, four
bundred fhekels of filver, curramt money wiih
Yhe mer hant.

3. T 10" ihe common Market-price be 2
goaers! Guurning Wule,” ¥er if is not without
ar’s Fxeéprionts. I thisgs neceffary for the Life
o lus 1t Coitomary among well-govern’d
F.. 14, firthe f\-’[agiﬁrat‘es to State the Prizes,
gor. colng to thetr beft Diferetion, and ina due
Progortivg and Men ought not to ' exceed
tivs o Lt iris tha often a Pradlice between
Low Fihe ome Employment, to meet -toge-
thir aand by Agrecment fcr. what P'r_ice they
pleaft npan theirWares; which oftentimes be-
comes Op, i girze,and fends to the Publick Da-
m.ge ; wheo they do'this meerly to make ant
Txoesve G 2 by things, which they Havano

cafm for  but thelr own Coveroufuefs 5 and
this isa S¢/f feeking §pirit, without any regard
to the Good of cur Neightowr, which is con-
trary to Love. )

4. T ERE are juft € warrantable Greands
on whicd the Prizes of things may vary. “That
which is'worth but fo much at cre Time, may
be of greater Value at anotber , and that for
good and jult Reafons. The Scarciry of things
necelflary, brought by the over-ruling Provi-
dence of God,doth and will eghaunce theWorths
as when God f{ends War, Blzitings, Murrain,
and the like, which make NecefTaries herd
to procure ; whereas when there is Feary, it
makes them Chesp 3 dnd there is Realon for it,

m———
becaule thefe things do fand theOwier jg ranke
(off to procure, in a LTime of 8¢ ey Dnly
here allo thereis danger of Injaflice, viz. when
patticular Perfuns o by Agreenent make a
scerairy, by Hording up their Goods, and not
expofing them to Sale, on purpofe for private
Gain: Hence that," Prot. 11, 28. He rbat wih-
boldeth cormthe people fhall curfe bams but bief-
Jing fba'lte upon the bead of bim that feiith e,

5. AT ir Lawfults 1.:he a modervie ddvance
upon Forbearance. “There is a vational Diffes
rence ‘Between seady Exclange, and Credits
And there 1s not cily Time, wiich we fiimer-
ly obferved, oy be confilired,but slio fvzard 5
and the Credrer 3s. falong ont of bis Stock,
wiich he might elfe have trolally ¢ med to
his Advauntage 3 and the Dbeor’ hath his Ad-
vantage sl by it 5 and otherwifs’ Men are
tike to lofl tielr lawful Geins, for which there
1s no Realin to be given: Quly this is not In-
fmited, but wnft keep within the bounds of
Mod rattz, and Rules of bguiry.

6. THA'Y tiere ought 10 be the fame Price
i the fammz Circamiflances. Ny miemiing is,
that Perfons onghitnot to ask More of vwe than
aroiber, from any Advantages which are before
them.” Not but that ifthey have amind to
pleafure ‘a Friend, they mdy lawlilly “muake
Ataremenes, becavfe they imay Gize it] if they
fee meet, and it will be vio Wyougto ardbers if
they fodo: But they otght not to ask more of
an ly#orasr Verlon, thana Ykifa cne ; or Ad-
vance vpon auy, beyond what they ordinarily
Sell for, by teafin’ of Necrjfry, or their Jgné-
rance of the Muiket’s "aid to Sell according &s
they find Foolr, as' {fome Boaft 4 tor thisis con-
trary to the Rule hiddihg us befiyes to tie Blind,
and to coafiler the Pocr in their Straits,

3. THE gredier Risk tha Men run in
procuring therr Wares, the greater Galn iley
gy déwfully feek. There is indeed fome Risk
which oll run, of anfircfecn Cafeulties ; which
isoie Realon why they may lawfully Gain by
their Trading : "But fome rup a erearer than
others, /5. lhc”Ha_zard's of the Sea, the dan-
ger of Pirates, the aricerfainty of the Market 4
and more peculiarly in Times of War, where
alfy the Charges are encreafed : Not as if Men
were” for this Reulon to refilve to make up
their Loffes which they Tuftuin by Shipareck,
. ont of their Rergitns 5 but that fuch thirgs
allow a.grearcr Gain, than is to be fiught by
fuich as opdy By % Se/! without fach Hezurds
and Charge: The' il the common Maikit
Price w]lT over-rule in this Afair, unld: tie
Wares are {uch as are not cJfe-where to be Fur-
chatéd

8 THERE isa Difference between things of
real Ufe, arnd ibing ¢ 1bat are meeriy of Fancy,
There "are fome things that Men cannot e
without, fuch as are for Food and Raimen: |
and for thefe things to Screw Men up to the
height, isreal Oppreffon o becaufe they 1t
have them, whatcver it Ceft thom, " elfe th
muft be great Sufferers : Whereas arbeér things
are only to pleafe Men'sHumear. 1 & they wilt
fhew themfelves Fools, if to gratify their Pride

and
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and Curigfity they will be at Unrealonable Ex-
pence for them.  And tho” Menmay be Uncon-
feionable, in fetting fuch things at exceflive
Rates ; vet the Bayer allo is guilty, if he will
Purchale the gratification of his fwmowr to his
own Damage.

9. THAT infuch Comtralls Men are to con-
fider their Neighbours, as zell ar themielves,
The Word of God indeed hath not fixed the
fiated Value of things, becaufe thefe things are
to vary according to Circamftances : But this
general Rule hath fufficient Direction to tender
Confciences ; and if Men do keep within thefe
Bounds, they will maintain Righreoufnefs on
this account. ) _

(2.) THERE is e Righteoufnefs to be obfer-
wed in Men's ufing of plain Dealing onte with
another, with refpeit 1o the things Bought and
scid. And this alfo is peceflary for the right
Regulating of the Value which they fet upon
the Commadities, which they offer to Sale to
their Neighbours ; or elfe they cannot keep
clofe to the Rules of Righteonfnefs.

NOW this Hunefty is to be ufed,

1. TN regard of dgreewent for the Price of
things to be toughe and Sold,

(1.} T HE Seller fbowld be Modeft ¢ Con-
Scientons int bis Demands. There is indeed a
Lasirale, and a Perfon may without Sin, ask
fo much for a Commedity, as he may take for
it, within the compafs of lawful Gaizr, tho he
had rather dbase fomething of it, than forego
his Cuflomer becaufe if he give him {o much,
there s no Extortion in the thing: But to
Demand that which is Exsravagant, fuppofeth
that he would take fo much, if the Bayer will
giveit him : Or he furely lays himfelf open
to Temptarion, in cale he makes no scrugple,
but thivks it is the Worth, when itis not.

[2.] THE Buyer fbould be Moderare in bis
Beating down the Seller in bis Commodity. It 1s
every Man’s Duty to be willing that his Neigh-
bour fhould Live by his Calling, and have thofe
realinabls Gains, which all Men allow 5 and
therefore to bear bimdown, and when he asks
that which is Hozeft between Man and Man,
oot to be fatisfied with that, but Hackle in it,
is Diflonefiy : And this more efpecially, when
one Commodity is offered in Exchange for a-
nother, and the Man hath Need, and no other
Exchange to offer; to bear bim dswn to his ma-
nifeft Lofs, not only in the thing it felf, but
in the Value it commonly pafleth at, is far
from Fuir Dealing 3 whillt He ftill holds up
His Waresat the fu!! Price without dbaicmenz.

2. THERE is Hoaefty alfo to be praiifed
with regard to the Thizzs themfeiveswhichare
Sold, And here,

1. THE Selicr ought not to ouvercommend
bis Ware, to fetit forth with Faliscions Enco-
miums putupon it, and thereby feek to Lmpofe
upon him, aud draw the Perfon in.  And
there are {everal mpaffares here to be avoided,
if Mend would deal fairly on this account. To
Commend a thing for the e/, when he either
Luows not thatitis [, or koows that it 15 not
£o, but that there is far Beirer tobs procurcd,

and at the famre Rate; to fay, it ficod mein o
much at the Firfl Coft 5 and pretend that he
makes but fuch a mederate Gam by it, when it
s uot {63 to afiure him, that he will not get
better Cheapany where elfe, when he kuows
that he fpeaks Fulje 5 and &ll this todraw Iina
Cufiomer 5 isn:t only a Breach of the Aimi
Command, but alfo of the Eighsh, tu that itis
to impolc upon his fgzorance and Credadity.

2. |HE #a)er ought ro! to Depreciare and
unduely Undervalue the (emmoaity which he ofe
fers to Buy, To detet notorious and appa-
rent D feifs inthe thing, isnot only Lawful,
but Prudent; and belongs to humane Difcreti-
ony for itisfitting that every Man fhould
Anow and fa/isfy himfelfin the thing that he
Purchafeth, {o far as he can diftern: But to
Depreciate, find Fawlt without Reafons 5 to
beat the thing down, when in his Conftience he
knows that it is not {0 5 is not farr Dealing, but
the contrary 3 and is thar which the Wife Man
obferves to be a common Frund among Men,
Prov. 20. 14. {r is nmaught, 1t is naughs faiih
the buyyer : but when be is gone bis way, then be
boaflerb,

3. A May ought not to Sell one thing, for anse
ther, Le. under theT stle of anoiher, There are
many Counrerfeit Wares in the World, which
pals under amorter Name, and are of a far low-
er Value ; which are therefore made and ven-
ded for a Chear ; and a Cuflowmer may ask for
enathing. but becauft he knows it nar, he may
be impofed on by anorber: But this will no
toneft Mun do, unlefs he allo kave been De-
cerved,and remains fg#erane 5 far ithe know it,
he ought not to Decerve, becanfe he hath heen
Deceived ; but moft foffer the Lofs himfelf,
unlefs he can Right himielf of the Perfon that
Injured himn,

4. A Man ought not to Sell @ kaowa Bad
thing, for a Good #hing : And he doth fo, when
he asks the faze Price for it, which he would
if it were Good and Mercbantable. It was one
thing Cenfired by the Prophet, 4mos 8.6, The
Jelling the Refufe of the Wheat,  When there
is a Difference in the known Uov:n-fr of a
thing, there cughtto be & proportionable Diffe
vencein the Price; for in this regard, there i3
an latrinfical Valoe, as we before obferved.

AND here that CASE comes in, vzz.

Queft, W HET HER 1t benot Lawfal fir a
Perfon to Comceal the hnown Defefls of bis
Wares?

Anf.TO whichit may be replied,that ifthe De«
fet be fuch, as doth really Depreciate thething,
and render it Unferviceable to the Ufe and End
of it ; and the Perfon Buying it, will certainly
fuffer fnjuary thereby 5 and the Dufect be fuch,
as he cannot well difcover, either by reafon
that it is not obvious to common View, or it be
£.ch as ke hath no 8kill in; Homefly requires
that he be told of it, and if he will count it
None, heis demlt fairly withal. Andthereare
many fuch Cafes : ACornmodity may lock fair,
and feem as Good as any ; and yer be rorren
and anferviceable, and Iknow it to be {o; there
may be a Cownterfeir Coin, which isofa bafer

Metal 5
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Metal; and tho others knmv it, the Perlon
doth not 5 but Lreok it, and therefore wiil pafs
it 5 at leaft it may look fair, but have that
imperfellion that makes it unferviceable, and
the like.: In'this Cafe Iam to Dyfeover ity
and tho’ I muft be a Lofer in fo deing, yet it
1s it that 1 do not by Fraud and Decet Impofe
oti an Innocent Perlon, to {ave my {&lf,

AND if we follow thefe Rules in this Affair,
it is the way to keep a good Confcience, which
is better than Gain by Deceit.

[JvwE 26 1705 ]




