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of it, as his Quwnm, for bLis Occafions; only
vnder the Obligation of returning it again in
the fertime either inSpecie,or to theSatisfacti-
on of theLender.Now the greatQueftion here
18, Whether the Lender may Lawfally Contral?
with ibe Borrower, for Gain by the thing fa
Leur ? Bur that mult be adjourned for a
more deliberate Confideration.

CMavy . 1705.]

SERMON CC.

E are Confidering of the Righteouf~
 nefs which is to be obferved in Com
matative Jufhice, between the Borroner and the
Lender.  Thatthis manner of Commerce be-
tween Men, is neceffary for the upholding of
humane Society, isbeyond all Lifpute, to
him that hath any thing to do in this World.
That there muft be a, Divire Rule to adjuft
this Affair, is alike evidenr, becaule in no-
thing more doth Corrupt Nature take ad-
vantage of Oppreflion ; and Men wonld foon
devour one 2nother, il God did not fet Limits
to their Exorbitancies, and uniimited Cra-
vings. And here it may not be amifs briefly
to Enquire;
Quett, WHETHER it be Lawful for the
Lender to Contrall with the Borrower, for
a comperent Gain, to accrut to bim from the
Loan ¢ And, Whether it be Lowful for a
Man 10 Borrow apon fuh a Contrudl 2

Aafw. T take both thefe Queftions to be
Coincidents for ifone of thele belnlawful; the
other cannot be Lawful; {or, as Iought not
to Sin, {o ncither may I kave Fellow(lLip
with another in his $in, or joyn with himin
it~ This Cafe the rather needs to be ponde-
red, becaule, 2sit 1s of conftant Practice, fo
there arg many Judiciows 2nd Confeieatious
Chriftians, who are perplexcd in theitMinds
about it.  This matter hath been capvafed
among the greatelt Divines Pro and (a5 and
that not without greatr Heats, and over much
bitternefs of Spirir, and opprobiousLanguage,
elpecially by thofe who defend the Negarive,
as is evident by their Writings: which feem
to {avour of an over-heated Zeal, in their
cutting Invettives againit their Antagopifts,

I thall not here enter into the Lifts of 1/-
pusarion 5 bur Effay, ina few Woids, to lay
down the Rules of the Word of God, and the
Ditates of right Reafon in this Affair ; For
which ler thefe Conclufions be obferved

1. 1T is fometimer a Dauty 10 lend, without
expelling 1o receive fomach es the Principal
agarn. This is aimed art, in thar of our Sa-
vionr, Luk. é. 24, 35. And if je fend 10 them
of whom y¢ hope 10 receive whar jhank bave ye ?

Jor fianers aifo lend to finners, 1o receive as
mach agmn,  But lsve yoar enemies, and do
good, and [end, bepizng for nothing azain: and
Jour reward thall be grear, and ye fhill be the

children
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children of 1be tighefi o for be is Kind wnio abg
ambanfful, and to the cvifs We are yot fp
{appofe that this Precept is a Rule for 4/ Len-
ding Univetfally, ( asthe oppofite Party pre-
tend, tho’ it Contraditts other plain Scriptures,
and the commen Sentiments of all Mankind
and they them{elves acknowledge that the
Frincipal may lawfully be demanded : ) Nor
yet doth i%&utend plain Giviag, for that comes
under anat®er after Confideration, as will be
confidered : But the true meaning of it 15, that
when a Manis in Neceffiry, and asks to Borrow
of us ; and neither doth he know how he fhall
be able to Pay us, nordo we fee any probabi-
lity of it 5 we run thisRilque, and a_t}venture
it upon Providence ; expefhing,that if God fhall
make him dbfe, he will be Homejt ; and yet
refolving, that if he wever be Able, we will
not Trouble him for it.  And fometimes the
Providence of God may make it to be our Du-
ty thus to do, when we can fpare it, and our
Neighbour's Necellity reqarres it.

2. THAT i1 is fomeiimes @ Duty for us ro
Lend, withowt any regard ro Gaining by it 5 but
only to feensethe Principal.  And this is, when
tho’ our Meighbour hath afufficiep:y to Pay us
again, yet hath aprefent oceafion to B.rrow
fora while, and will in 3 Zrele while return it
againy and we are like toreceive a ke Kind-
sefs from him ; and the Obligation of Friend-
Jhep Vinds usto fuch mutual Beacficence to one
anothsr. OF the Lawfalaefs of this, none ean
doabt ; and of the Duty, common Cowrtefy be-
fpeaky it 5 it beingto do a5 wr wiald be done by
in reafon : Prov 13.24. f qan that hath friends,
mufi oew bemfelf freemtly  This ullyis requi-
fite with refpect o fich as are Needy 5 and it
is for their prefent Support and Livelihood,
when our Circumitances willnotallow us to
Give it them out right @ And this is the Lead-
#xg coramended, Ffal 37. 26.

3. THAT God harh givest 2o Men theirEffates,
Jor their autward Benfus, We have heforeol~
fexved, that thefe thangs ace for the Suppert
and Maintenance of the Bodily Life; when
therefore God in His Providence beftows thele
things upon Men, they are toyle their Difire-
rion, n the Ordering of them, {o as they may
afford them with His Bleiling, a Revenye for
the maintaining of theirComfort: Hence it be-
longs to the Character of one that Fears God 3
PRl 112, 5. dgaod man fhewerh favour and
Jendethy be wiil gurde bis offairs with diferetion,
And this our Savionr manif-ftly intimates, in
the Parable of the Tu/esrts that an Effate ought
to be occupied for ddvasnzyge, elfe there were
no force in the Comparifor which He nieth
and we find how He Cenfures hirn, that hid
his ina Napkin, Manh, 25. 27, Nor indeed,
wonld Men be capable of {omg Improving part
of their Subftance for Churizadle Ules, if they
did not thus do, but always fpenc on the Srock,

which in time wruld be expended.

4. THERE is therefore an Honeft Ga'n to
be moderately foushe in the lwprovement of fuch
Eftates, Tt is true, it mull be -Fonel. fe
this Comunand is broken, aud this alfo Isgrant-

ed by our Opponents. It is true, our Rrofpe-
rity depends upon God’s Favouyy, bat we ara
to feek itin the Ufe of M ans; ané that ig b}f
Lnprovement 5 for thfe are perithable things,
and will, without fuch Care and Endeavour go
to decay, as common Experience will daily
teach us. That thevefore which I thall only
here aflert in general is, that meerly o ad-
vance our Eftate by the tayning of it, s nctin
it felf a sz, buta Dary to endeavour ity and
th:_s,t there 18 an Henefbway fo to do and
this may be in a Lawful: Calling which Men
ar¢ Employed in; provided -‘Mep do foll w
thefe Rules, in following of them, which we
have before taken an account of; for they do
all lerve to this general Purpefe of Suppo:ting
the ourtward Affairs of the prefent time, o

§. THAT thre gre divers ways iz, whirh
M"’f have advenrage to wiprove their Biiates
by Commerce, Man is not boupd only to Farn
what he hath by his Sedvly Labour, apd let His
Garns Iy by Usoccapiod ; byt this may and
vught te be doae, in 2 way of mutnal Cogmerce
and Excbange, where Men have wherewith fo
todo 3 and thisis for the common Benefit and
Good of Mankind, and the advancement of the
Yublick ‘Weal, s #]l Experience afl res g,
This may be done by Farming out of Lznds and
Stock,to fuch as are capable of {mproving them
to their Own and Owners Benefit; By l.';ettirig
outqf Hnafn 1n Popylous Places, for the Coms
modity of thofe who areinneed of them,for the
Couyenience of their Employments, by which
tney may he Benefited ;' By Trading oy Alepy
chand:ge, in exchanging ane’thing for ancther,
and thereby fupplying of the Wants of fuch
as have a dependance hercupan t And by
Lending of Moaey to others, either to redeem
Pauned or Morrgaged Eftates, or to fet pp their
Callings, for wapt of which they are not capzi.-
ble to Emerge 5 or for the purchafing of Lands,
or a good Bargain which offers. Now wehg
no Diipate with our Antagonifts sbout the Law-
fulucs of amaterate Gain, in any of the formey
ways of Commerce, but they readily conceds it 3
but 1y regatd of this /+#f way of Lending, there
einains the Cogrraverfy ; We may therefore
proceed,

6. YHAT the Improvement of an Efate for
Gain by Loan, is every whir as Laweful & Laus
dable, as any of ths ather ways of Commerce,
The Adverfaries of Leadiag Mszney upon Tries
refl, haw; fought to fligmatige it with all man-
ner of adjous Reflections, as if they would Cry
it downwith g Neife and Banter ; but it is bat
a Noifeand Railery, withowt folid Reafon, of
Cogenty of Arguing 5 and is enly a plicable
to the dbufe, and® not to the right Uz
of its and is egrally applicable to the other
ways of Commerce, when dhufed, of which
they ate alike capable. And this way is found
on Experience, to be as neceflary and profitable
for the common Renefit of Mankind, as an ¥
of the other. For the more clear Demounftri-
tion of this, we may in General chferve,
that the main Difference between This and the
Qiber forts of Commeice lics in that the Ad.
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vance of the Itbereft upon the Priacipal, is up-
on theGonfideration of Time ; as to other things
which belong to it, they are common withthe
other, and are in them acknowledged to be
Lawful. Heretherefore for the full evidencing
of this tnatter, let us obferve the following
Conclafions ¢

(1.) THAT to lend an Effare upon the Se.
curity of ibe Frincipal is nor denied bus acknow-
iedged by thefe Men. In this Loan, the Swock
is alienated, and becomes entively in the Pol-
feffion and at the difpofe of the Borrower; ne-
verthelefi by it he Contraftsan honeft Delt to
the Lexder 4 and no Law forbids him to Chal-
lenge it, in the time and manner Indented for;
and therefore the taking aPledge and Security
for ir, is Jult and Equal. Tho’ there are Ca-
fes wiierein we are to Lend, not expectipg any
thing again, as was before obferved 5 which
doth not take off the Juftice of the thing it {elf,
where no fuch Neceliity requiresit: It 1s there-
fore put to the Charatter of the Wicked Man,
Plal 37. 21, The wicked Borroweth, and payes’s
nop again,

(2.) THAT it is no way repugnant to, but
#grecable with, the Law of Nature, or right Rea-
Jon, that ¢ Man fhou!d make a competent Gain,
by bis Money fo Lenz, It contradils neither
the Law of Fuflice nor of Charity, but i3 every
way agreeable to both.  As’to the Rule of
Fuftice, we have already made it évident, that
Men ought to improve their Eftates, {oas to
make Gaix by them, provided it be nct to the
Wrong or Injury of their Neighbours : And that
there s no fuch Wrong neceflarily arifing from
this, will be evident, becaufe there are many
ways i which he may bereally Advantaged by
it ; and if it be otherwife, it is either the Bor-
rower's Fault, or the unavoidable Event of the
Governing Providence of God, which is equally
concerned, in all other ways of Lawful Com-
merce. And asto the Rule of C‘barit_y, a Man's
Kindnefs may as really appear in this way of
Lending, as in Giving 2 How many Men had
never Emerged in the World, buot for this ; as
is matter of daily Obfervaticn : Befides, a Man
owes Charity to Himfelf, as well as to his
Neigbbour, and might with greater Safety keep
his Effate by him, than thos expofe it, without
rational expectation of fome Profir by it : And
our Opponents do freely grant, that if ansber
Gains by my Eftate, I fhould have a Benefit
by it: That fomething {hould gotothe Srock,
as well as tothe Improvemens, which juftifies
the Cafe it felf in general. A Man parchafeth
an Eftate of Inheritance,with my Eftate, which
brings him in an Annual Revenue, which I
migEt have done for my felf, and many like
things: Surely here is no fhadow of theViolation
of the Rule of Charity in all this,  Thefe alfo
do acknowledge, that itis Lawful ina way of
Trede, to Advance for fomany Monzbs Credit,
more than a Man would ask for Prefeant Pay-
ment . And that on Default of keeping Day,
a Man may lawfully Sz, and recover i)ama-
ges for fuch Delay : In which they manifeftly
give up the Canfe, which they do with fo much

eagernc{s defend 5 for what 1s this, but frrercf?
for Tume ? Befides, how many Urpbens, wio
have fair Eftates left them, which they cannot
Inprove themlelves 5 and can be no otherwife
Improved by their Guardians, butby fucha
Loan 5 wihich if not 'Lawful, they moft them-
{elves Starve, or be Impoverifbed, by being E-
ducated on the Sreck, and their Eftates refer-
ved Unproficable, either to themfclves or the
Common wealth.  Sothat the Light of Nature
condemns not the moderate Improvemens, but
only the Oppreffon ofit.

(2) THAT ibis weyof Gain, is po where
-abjolutely forbidden im 1he Word of Ged, by eny
Late obisging Mankind, This is the great Cla-
monr, andurged to Confute all other Pleas by,
what{oever of Reafon & Equity there may feein
to bein them ; and I confefs, 1f it be fo ndeed
all Mouths muft be {topt 5 and it is altogether
in vain tofet our Reafon againlt the declared
Will of God inHis Werd 5 for deubilefs He s
Lord Paramount, and may give Crder con-
cerning His cwi, according to His Pleafure
apd necds to give usno other Reafon, but [ am
the Lord, We do indeed find fuch a Law asis
exprefled, given to Iirael in the Wildernefs,
recorded in, Exod. 22, 25. If rhou lend money
1o any of my people that is poor by ibee, them
Jhalt not be 8o bim as an ufiurer, neither fhais
thou fay upon bim ufury. Further enlarged in,
Lev, 25. 35, &c. dnd if thy brother be waxen
peor, and fallen in decay with thee 5 then thou
fhalt relieve bim i ye 1hs’ be be a flranger or a fo-
journer 5 tbat he may live witiy 1hée.  Tuke
theu no ufwy of bim, or tmereafe o but fear iby
God y that thy broiber may five wiih ibee, Thou
Jhait not give bim thy money upont ujury, nor
lend bim 1by viflwals for imcreafe. 1aw the
Lord your God, %c.  Repeated zud limited in,
Deut. 23.19, 2¢. Thou fhalt norlend npon ufury
16 4hy brother 5 ufury of moncy, wjury of villu-
als, wfury of any thing thar is lent upon ufury.
Unnto a flranger thou mayefi lead upon ifxry, but
unto 1hy brotber thou fhalt not lend upon ufury
that 1be Lord thy God may biofs thee in all that
thou fettefd thine band ro, 1w the land whither
thou goett 1o poffefs ir.  And to this Law are
other Expreflions ufed afterwards to be reduced,
Prov, 28. 8, Fzek. 18.8. and elle where; con-
cerning which there are diverfe thingsto be
obferved, which 1 fhall briefly Epitomize, and
leave to rational Confideration,

THIS Law waseither purely Moral, ox Pofi-
tive, and accommodated to the [fraelizifh Polaty,
between which a great Difference muft be ac-
knowledged. That there was 2 Moral Equiry
on which 1t was to be grounded, needs not to
be denied, viz. Thatall Opprefion was to be
avoided ; and that we thould not exact on our
Neighbour to his neceflary Damage : But that
it was Unrverfally Meral, is difproved by the
Explication of the Law 1t {elf, Dewt. 23. 0.
It was therefore reftrained to their Brethren of
their ow#s Nation: Whereas it is certain, that
1f the thing it {elf had been Mora!, it hadbeen
Unrverfally Unlowful, and might no more have
been practifed to a $tremger than an Yraclite.

And
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Aud itis in vain alledged, that they bad a

Power of the Lives of Straugers, and therefore
this was a Kindpefs to them, from whom they
might have taken all s for as this was oly, uf
at all, ) with 1efpedt to the Seven Nations,
which were Anarbemariz’'d {o neither did it ex-
tend tothemalfter they had received them into
Covenant 3 { Henee that, 2 Sz, 21. 1. ) And
if they let them Live, and wguld Traffick
with themy they ought to practice Faftice to-
wards them.  dgain, Ifthis Law was purely
Moral, this wouald not have been reftrained to
only ene fort of Men smong themfelves, as it
was. Modal Propofitions are not ariverfsl,
but firureds now it was for the FPeor of their
cws Nations, as is evidentin the exprefs Terms
of the Law. And this is farther manifelt by
the Fxception which God hath made on this
Account 5 Deut. v5. 4. Save wber there fbuil be
7o pooramong you. Which intimates  that it
was not made to them anlvmf«f in it felf, but
only according to their Circumfiances. . Nor is
it prohibited in the Gofpel abfolntely ; the
great Text alledged for 1t, ( Lwke 6. 35.)
only intimates, that there are Cafes, in
which it may be Duty, ( which none will
deny: ) “And all that can in reaflon be
argued from it, 13 enly that when a Neighbour,

( whether Friend or Enemy, ) s diftrefled with
Wanz, znd asks to Burrow of s 5 our defpair
of having either lntereft or Principal, olfht
not to ty our hands :  And it rather fignifies

that the thing it felf would in Juftice be due,
were not the Perfon an Onjelt of Lhariry.

7. THAT there is no Exemprion of Meney
from ilis gemeral Rule.  ‘There is a mighty
Clamour on this acecunt, as if Memey were in
it {elf Baryen,and therefore ought not to be for-
ced to an unnatural Act of Generartion, as they
pretend = But this Argument is infipid ; and a
Man of Realon and Tho.ght, would be afha-
med fo much as to tzke 1tinto his Mooth
much more to leave it on Record. The Law
it {elf prohibiting Ufwry or Encreafe, is notli-
mited to Mozey; but extends to whatfoiver
Litate may be [o improved, Dexe. 23. 16. Aund
where Monzy is only exprefled, itis by a Sy-
needoche, 1t being. .'ﬂﬂ.zr‘ cmmim 1t containg
vertually in it every thing, which is nfeful for
the accommuodation of Men’s outward Con-
cerns; for which reafon we are told in, Ecel.
1o, 19. Momey anfwererb all things.  And in
the Meraphorical {enfe in which it muft needs
be nfed, 1tis become the moft Fertile thing in
the World; and moft ferves to promote Civil
Commerce among a People, as Experience a-
bumdantly confiems.  Cestainly then, thisisas
really an lopreocable Eltate asany other 5 and
it 1s eentrary to {enfe, that this was only given
to Men to Jy By, wiiitt they ought to make the
Beft of every thing elle which they have 5 (nor
is our (berity toothers reftrzined tosbis Species,
but is ta be exprefs'd in ony tlang, by which
we are bell accommodated to Benefit them; )
aicl 1Famorier can be better prefired by this,
than by any erbes tiung which ean lend him,
wiy he muft have 1t Graris, no Man can tell.

8. YT 15 rherefere not Unlatifud, but

——e ™
¢ poiiit
of Fruadence, to make Com raifs «bowt [ivs,
Thire are thofe that slow a modérate Allow-
ance 1 fome Cafes, bht think it utterly Un-
Jowlul to agree upon z certain Proportion, be-
caufe of the Unceriadnty of the Advance which
the borremer will make by the dimproveneni ;)
fo that by this fiimetimcs the Lerder muft
wrang himfelt and fumetimes hitn that Borrow ¢
of hifn 3 and that therefore it melt be left to
theCorlcie. ceol the Birrower : Bat this i¢ allm
a Nicery, and hathpot force iu it, as will ap-
p-ar_on due Confideration of the thing. The
dpaftacy bath matle it neceflary that inJawfal
Birgarns and Comueyances, trings be inade
Firm, beca fe of Faifbood in Men's Hearts and
Forgetfulnefs : None thercfore can doubt of Se-
curing the Fiincipal y if therefore the lntercf}
be as well a cue Debr as the orber, it cothes up-
der the fume Prudential. And as to the Ob-
Jection abuut the Uncertainty of the due Fropor-
z7on to be demanded,becan{e 1t dependson Pro-
vidence, it liath no more foundation bere, thap
in etber Contraéts; for in all thefe things there
18 (omringency, which God governs 5 and it 1§
with Him, whether the Man fhall Profrer, or
fuffer Lofsy or in whole hands it fhall be.
There is therefore'a rational Confideration to
be had in fuch things to be judged according
to the Ordinary Courfe of God’s Providence;
{o as there may be no ufuzl Damage to eitheg
Party : Aud by the fame Reafon that it is pre-
tended Untawfol te do {hin 1bis, 211 etber Con-
trafts muft be Unlawful : And for me to put
that cut of my onn hand, which God’s Provi-
dence hath made srime;and putit into the DIt
role ofezather, andly at bic Mercy; is againft
right Reafon, and to make wy felf a Servant
tobum, who 1 this is my Servant : Prov. 22,7,
And becaule the Abozemenr, on account of un-
forefven Providences, belongs properly to the
head of Charary, it is Reufon that 1t be at the
judgment and difcretion of the Lender, and not
of the Borrower,

9. THERE are Rules by which this is 10 Be
Limited, whech ought 1o be obferved omd atterie
ded, the tramfgrifleon whoreof will mile it @ Sin.
And herein it difiers from all other « ontralls
whichare made between Men.  Ard that we
may be dire@ed in this Affair, we arein Ge-
seral to confider, that all the Duaties reguired
i the Second Table, come under that Leve
which we ought topay tooer Neighloar  and
therefore are to be Regulated according to,
of which, Matth. 22. 29. Theu flait fvee thy
reighbeur, as thy feif. Avd from this our Sa-
viour hath laid down that General Rule Matth.
7. 12 Therefore ali things whatfocver ye would
2:at men fhouid doio you, doyecven fo 1o them.
Which is not 1o be caleulated by Carnal Se/f~
lutereft, but by 7ight Reaforn: And from the
Confideration of zhis, wc may gather thefe
neceflary Rul s for ovr direction in this Afiair,

1. W E mafl confrler the Conditien o ile
Poifons vo whomw we Lend, "There are the Fror
who are Necelitated to Borrem, that they may
not Perith and Starve, andit is meerly for the
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“uppott of their Bodies: Now, notonly the
Law of Mofes, but the Light of Nature for-
bids all manner of Exailwn of Intereft upon
thoft on this account: Such was the State of
muny Fews, after their return from Captivi-
ty : Hence Nebemiah treated {o fevere with
the Ufurers of that Time, Neb. 5. Such Per-
fons arg Objetts of onr Chariry, and we ought
according to our Ability, toGioue to them for
their Succour; and much tmore to Lead to
them withont expeltation of Gaiz ; yea,
fometimes, as was before obferved, tho’ we
fee no fair probability of receiving our Priz-
cipal apain: We ought not therefore to refufe
to do a free Kindnefs for{uch, becaufe we re-
ferve what we have for the making of Gain
byit; which is an Effect of fordid Coveroaf-
nefs,and a cruel hardning of our hearts againft
our Poor Brethren; whereas our Eltates wers
given us to do Good withal, and to Communi-
care, when God prefents us with fuch as are
the proper Objztts of it.

2. CASUISTS do univerfally make it Un-
lawful for any to make Ulury a Culliag : Or,
That when God hath puc an Eftate into Men’s
hands, and Ability to employ themielves a-
bout the Improvemens of it, they lay afide all

ozber Bufinels, and devote themielves to this :

But if they are cither called tofuch Employ-
ments, as take up their Time about them,
ané that for the Publick Benefic, and they
have Eftates that may be Improved for the
Benefit. of Mankind, it is very proper ; and
for Infunts, Imporent Petlons, Widows, who
cannor manage fuch an Eftare,or fuch as have
more than they can themlelves Improve ;——
becault it is berrer that fuch Eftures be Lm-
phyed, than ly by Unsccapied.  And thisTam
fatisfied in, thac for Perfons to [y in wiit to
catch Perlons, and by degrees to ferew into
their Eftates, not regarding their Neighbour's
Bazuefit, butonly their Own Gain, comes under
the Charafter of thofe againft whom that
Wo isdenounced, Hab. 2. 9. Wo 20 him thar
coveteth an evil covetoufnefs to bis boufe, that
be may fet bis neft on bigh, tbat be may be deii-
vered fremthe power of evil,

3. THAT infuch Conrralls we ought elways
20 bave a resard 1o our Neighbowr's Gain,  as
well asoar Qwn,  And this requaires that we
ufe: Moderation in the Qaanriry ot the Inze-
reft, in which we arc to take meafures by the
ordinary Advantage which another may
make : Men nfually meafure this by Caflowm
and I think it will be bard to exalt More, by
reaton of Men’s Neceflity ; dnd it will {ome-
times be a Ducy to ask Lefs, when Reafon
tells us, that Cuflom labours of Oppreffion.
And becaufe the grafping Minds of finful
Men, too often carries them beyond Bounds in
Self-Teeking, it is Cne thing which all well
ordercd Governments have raken parricular
Carzabout, to et Limirs to this marcer, with
fevere Penaliies ordained for the Tranfgrel-
{or. 1o thiskingd therefors, we may not de-
mand the fame Quantiry, nor near ir, thar we
would do for Rents of oufisor Lamds, be-

caufe hes isonly for Time, whilfk we take
good Secority tor the Priacipal 3 whereas the
orber is not only for Time, butalio we our
felves do 1un the Rifgue of the Principal :
And doubtlefls we ought o feck the Frofpe-
rity of our Neighbour as well as our Qun sand
that if he run the haza d, he may (liare fuf-
ficiently in the Profic, that fo Men may Live
one hy another.

4. W E oughr alfo to take great Care, that
we be norover Exaltinour Demands, when the
Jupream vrevidence of God, blalts our Neigh-
bour’s Pradent & Diligens Improvement, and
Pe comes off with notable Lofs. It 1s true, a
Man may inthe irlt Adventure Garz beyond
ordinary Expettation, and at another fall be-
hind and fuffer Lgfs, but not fo, but that in
the whole he is Benefited ; now this comes
under the prefent Confideration, and as we
are not Hurt by his Gaws, {o netther nse we
to be Hindred by fucha L+fs: But when by
Storm, Fire, Enumies, or any untforeleen and
unavoidable Cafualty, heis brought to Fover-
7y, and defeared of his ratiopal and prolable
Expettations, the Rule of Hemanuy obligeth
us ro confider kim 3 and not to thrult him
down, butto Support bim, & endeavour in our
Sphere, that he may Emerge 3 and for that
Reafon, te befo tar from demanding cur la-
terefl, as to Contribute .o his Supporr, ac-
cording fo our meafure,cirner hyForbearance,
or by putting cur hand, o puthim sgainin a
way to Recover his Lofies, =ud to be able 1o
Live in the World : And not 1o dofo in this
Cafe, is, not 1o do aswe wonld b dome by, but
gricvous Opprefhon.

AND if thefe Rules be Carefully & Con-
{cientioully attended, we fhall be fo far from
being Guilty of Sin by our thus Lending to
our Neighhour, that we fhall in Trith not
only do him Juftice, but alfo extend adue
and Neighbourly Chariry 1o him.
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(IIL) Y HERE is a Richteoufnefs to be fol~
lowed, in the Farming of Houfes

and Lands. That fuch 2  ontraét as this is
Lawful, is abundantly proveable from the
Word of God 5 and the Neceflity of it for the
Good of Mankind, is =2 potent Confirmation
of it: For, tho’ cvery Maa ought to Eu:ploy
himfelf'in fome Calling, vet that is pot the
only way in which he may Rightfolly advance
his Eltate. Some Mea are ahle to Labonrt,
but they have nothing to heltow their La-
bour upon 5 athers have an Eitate of Faffeffion
which either their Calling allows them notro
Oceupy by chemiclves,or they have more than
they can {oQccupy : Some Men have an Eftate
inHoufing which they rave no occafion for their
own Ule to Improve ; others huve Noze, and
want one for the Convenience of their Qccu-
pation; {othat by fuch a Conrratt,  Eerh the
Parties may be Accomrnodated and Benelited,
and



