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HAT is requifice, te the

SERMO N CXCIX
Quett. 3. W bonelt Exercife of a lawful
Calling €

Anfw, WE are here to obferve, That i the
Cailing it felf be not Lawful, it is impoflible
for us ro follow it Honeftly, bur it mult be
avoided : But on the other hand, the Calling
it felf may be both- Lawful in it felf; and
Lawful for us ; and yer, if we have nota
Care to our ftlves, we follow it Unlanfally,
and fo Sin, and procure a Blaft of Heaven
upon it. For the Word of God hath not only
direited us abour tbe Callings themfelves,
but alfo the maenner of our Employing our
felves in them ; for thefealfocome under the
Regulation of the Moral Law, and we are to
{exve God in them. ]

I{hatl cot here point at atl the Rules which
ate given by Divines on rhis Account, but
only fuch as properly refer to the Man him-
felf, confidered as he is mtore immediately
concerned to procure 2n honeft Livelikood ;
for,as to the Honefty to be ufed in his Tranf{:
adion with others, it will come under an at-
ter Confideration. And there are Four Du-
ties here mainly to be obferved : .

1. GOD requires of every Man Diligence
in bis Calling, ~ He is to make it his Bufinefs,
and lay him[tlfout in the purfuicef it, The
Word of Ged every where commends this Di-
Jigence, as that which God both expetts and
approves » Hence thole Paffages, Prov. 27.23,
Be thou diligent 10 know the flate of thy flocks,
and look well 1o thy herds. And, 12,24, The
band of the diligent fhail bear rule: but the floth-
ful fhallbe under srivute. 27, Toc flothful man
roafleth mot that whichbe fook in bunting : baut
1he fublance of & diligens man is precisass And
that is one thing intended in, Gen. 3.19. I
the fwear of thy facefbalt thow eat bread. Now
this Diligence is his making of bis Calling
his Bufinefs, and his Improvini of his Time
about ity and it containsin it, both his Con-
triving of his Work for the beft Advantage,
and his purfuing of it with Sedulity; fo that
both the Labour of the Head and the Hends
is included in it. ~This is not fo tobe under-
ftood, as ifit were Unlawful for aMan 1o
Divere from his Work, and folace himfelf
with neceffary Refrefiment under it. God
hath allowed to Man a Time to Eatand
Drink, elfe his Spirits would be Tired, and
he incapacitated for his Bufinefs. And He
hath allowed him a Time for his natural Reft
with Sleep, withent which hecannot Subfift,
(Pfal, v04. 23. ) And one next end of  Man’s
Labour is, toSupport bis Body, and thatim-
plys that he muft have a fuirable Time for
his ordinary Repofe : Hence that, Eccl.5.18.
Behold thar which I have feen : it is good and
comely for one to eat and 1o driak, and te enjoy
the good of all bis labour thar be 1ekerh under the

Junt, all tbe days of bis Kife, which God giverh
bjm: for iris bis portion. There isalloa Re-
laxation which God allowsMen, for the mo-
derate ufe ot Recreation, for the Recruiting
of histired Spirits, that with ficth Vigour
he may attend his Employment ; which isa
Moderation of the Curfe. But it intends a
careful Attendance on the Work which Ged
calls the Man to, in all the proper Seafons
of ity and this, as it refersto the Man’s fer-
ving to thedehgns of the prefent Life, pro-
perly belong to this Command,

2. 1T requires apradent Qbfervation € Im-
provement of the proper Seafons & Advantages
for bis duing 1he Work of bus Caliing, Wercad
of the good Man, Pfal. 112, 5, He will guide
bis Affairs with Diferetion. And we are als
fured, that God hath appointed to every
Work under the Sun, 1t’s Seafon, Feel, 3. beg.
The Providence of God over-rulss and orders
the Affairs of Men; and chere are fome ftated
Scafonslaid cut byrhisProvidence, which when
flipt by, are irrecoverable,  Hence thar,
Prov. 20, 4. The fluggard will nor plow Ly rea-
Jor of the cold 5 therefore fhall be beg in burveft,
and have nothing, And there are other $ea-
fonsnot ftated, byt are emergent Opportuni-
ties, which are to be obferved from the Cir-
cumitances of things, wherein great Advan-
tage is offered, which if negledted, may not
come any more: Hence that, Eccl. 8.4, To
every purpefe there is time, and judgment, New
the raking Norice of, and carefully Improving
fuch Sealons, belongs te that Prudence which
God hath made our Duty to exercife in ouy
ouvtward Affairs; and itisa Sinas well asa
Punithment to be void of it, and not ro prac-
tice it: Hence thac, Ifa. 28. 26, For bis God
dotly inflrud bim to diferetion, and doth teah
bim.

3. IT muft be followed with a dwe Defe-
rence on the Governing Providence of God, as
to the Suceefs,  We are indeed to Labowur thar
we may Lrve inthe World ; but this isa fub-
crdinate End, and mult be Regulated. by cne
that is beyond it, which is the Glory of God
1 Cor.vo.31, Whether therefore ye car or drimk,
or whatfocver ye do, do ayf 10 the glory of God,
The great End of all Callings is,  that we
may {erve God in them, and therein teltify
ous Obedience to Him, who calls us tg ir.
And the’ it is Lawful to hope to {peed, and a
Daty to Pray to God, that we maydo fo ; yet
it muft be with a fobmitting of our Labours,
to His alwife Difpofal : Hence that in, Fed,
V1. 6. It the morning fow thy feed, and in the
evening withbold not thime band : for thou brows-
eft nor whether fall profper, either this or thar,
or whether they both fhall b2 alike good. The
Scripture every whete condemnsCoveronfnefs,
and tha¢ not only intends all Sins which pro-
ceed from original Coancupiftence, ( as, /fa.
57- 17.) ‘but asitisan Inerdipate Craving af*
ter the good rthings of chis Life; as, Fuke
22. 15, And be fatd wneo shem, Foke beed, amld
beware of covcteufnefs: for a man's life confifi-
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eth mt in the abandance of 1he thing s which le
plfefiedh, And we have the Nature of it we}l
Charatterized, together with the Dangerof 1t
in, t Tim. 6. 10. The love of money s 1he root
of alleviis which while fome covered after, they
have erred from the faiul, and pierced themfelves
through with many forrows. Now that which is
contrary to this, and adue Comportment
with this Precept, is a Cheerful following of cur
Bufinefs, and a ready {fubmitting of the Succefs
of it to the all-governing Will of God. And
hence we have lucha Directiongiven us 1n this
yegard, Jam. 4. 13, 15. Guto now, ye that fuy,
To day or 10 morrow we will go into fuch aciiy,
and continuc theve ayear, and by, and fel], end
ger gain,  Forihat ye ought 1o fay, If the Lord
will, we fbail live, and do this, or thar, ‘

4. A due allowance of a fuitable proportion of

Time, for the Duties of our General Colling, 1s
Lere alfb required.  That every Calling is to
be followed, flows from the very Nature of'a
Calling, as it islaid upon the Man, That every
Man hath a Gemerai, as well as a Parriczlar
Calling,hath before been obferved, and is irre-
fragably argued from Man's Frame cr Confti-
tution, which confifts of So#/and Body.  As
there is Work to be done for the fupplying of
the Bedy, fo there is a Work incumbent on us
for the Salvation of aur Se#/s 3 hence that,Phil.
9. 12, Wark out your own [afvetion wirh fear
and trempling. Now all humane Actions or
Works require Time for the doing of them;
and & {equeltration of fome Time, for a Work
ot fuch Infinite Importance, asthisis: But
tho’ there is o Coatradiidion between thefe two
Callings, yet there 1s a Dyfference and a Subor-
dination. ~ A Man may ferve to hisgreat End,
in following bis owtwaerd ¥Employment, whillt
he doth it for God, and according to His Pre-
cept 5 and every gracious Perfon doth fo: Yet
there are the diftinét Duties of this gezzraf Cal-
ing which muft be attended, ellc we cannot
truly ferve G1d in following of the other, Th ere
is a ftated Sabbath mn which God hath made it
our Duty, to fequefter the Time andour felves
in it, to attend Religious Worlhip, aud inter-
mit our own Work, or fervile Labour ; as hath
heen obferved under the Foxrth Command.
And there are the Calls in Providence, which
invite us to fet apart Days for Fafting and
Prayer ;and thefe ought not to be neglected -
And there are times for our daily Reading the
Scriptures; and Prayer, n our Clofets, and our
Families, which the Word of God abundantly
informs us of.  And it is the Duty of all to
pay to God this tribute of Time, if they expedt
to have His Blefling upon ther Worldly Con-
CErTs.

Il IT now follows that we proceed to the
other way in which an Eftate is gotten more
medrately by Oibers,  Not that the former was
abfolutely tmmediare, but purcly mediare. asto
the Providence of God 5 but that it was fo with
refpe€t unto Men, more than the atlber.  And
there are here alfo diverfe ways in which this
may be compafled.

As,

1. A Man way cbioin an Ejiare by Patrimony,

or labernance. "Yhatthere 1s an cquitable Ie-
{cent of Ffutes from the Fredeo flore o thelp
Suceeffors, is indifputable; the Light of Natuze
Li&ates it, and the Laws of Civilized Nutions
have confirmed 1t, and the Word of God aflires
usof 1t : But how or after what manyer they
are to Derive, is matter of Difpute.  In the
Judicial Laws of Mgfes about this, there wad
fomething Ceremonial or Typical, and {omen
thing Meral, which too many, for want of it
tinguifhing have confounded,  There was &
Law forprefervivg Inherttances inthedr Tribes;
and that the Furft £o00 fhould have thedonbie
Portion; and that all Real Fitares hordd rem
vert to the Firlt Quwaers, or t eie proper tleirs,
in the Year of Fubilee ; but thlethings were
Fofirive, and Lad 2 Aiyfiical meaning 1 them,
and were tied to that Nation 5 byt the dlcraliiy
of them, 1s hard to make cvident,  fle Lawsg
of Nations have allo provided for the Defpo/ure
of the ERates of Men Decealed, who have not
provided for it during their Lives, bpt left
them Undifpofed at their Death.  And there ig
& Neceflity for this, to preveut endlels Contyo-
verlies which would otherwile arife from Drg-
tenders to a Title : Bot the Rgbtesafnefs or
Eyuity of thefe, dependsupen their agreeable-
uels to the Aleral Late, wirich isthe Rule of
Juftice. That every Man hath a power of Dil>
pofing whatfaever Eftate he holds in his own
Right, according to the Rules of Diferetion, 13
agreeable to that known Maxim, 4 Mun m.
da with bis vwn, eceording 1o brs Prudencs,
Hence the Difpofire of Men's Eftates, by theip
latt Will and Teftament, hath been ackrow-
ledged by all Men ;and fuch Teftaments have
been accounted Sacred, and if they did it ip
their right Minds Frvislable, according to Ga/,
3. 15,  Ounlyit is here to'be obferved, that the
Light of Nature teacheth us, that Chtldren have
a Rightin a convenient part of the Eftates of
their Parenrry and it'would be Unnatural for
them to give what they have,away toStraugers
or to Pusiick Ufes ; for that is a Scripture
Truth, 1 Ttm. 5. 8 If any provide nor for his
own, and fpecially for thife of biy own b xfe, be
bath demied rhe faith, ond 15 werfe than gn in-
fdel 2 Cor. 12014, Chilkdven onght nor 1o fuy
upfor the Farents, but tbe Parenrs for the Chif-
dren.  So that fuch an Eftate o defrending, is
lawfully Poficfled 5 and cannot with Juflice be
detained from thefe to whem it 3s o Conv veds
Only, Reafon and Equity sequires that it he
freed from Incumbrances ; for no doubt, wlar-
foever a Man Poflefleth in his own Right, cught
to be Hable to defray his honelt Debts.

2. A Perfon may come by arrac Right 13 an
Eftate, by Gift or Denation.  We are wor t to
{ay, W'hat is freertban Gift £ A Man cither
in his Life time, or by his laft Teftament, may
introduce a Strazzer into alawlu]l Title o a
Portion of thefe things, which he cruld ather-
wife have laid no Clzim vunto: Hence there i
a Right by ddogtion vloal amoeng Mon, wlo
having no near Kindred to Begueath their Suhw
ftance unto, do make Chuice of a Perfun, wlem
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they are pleafed to introduce either by a Deed
of Giift, or by their laft Will.  Thus we find
that the (Quven of Sbeba made a rich Prefent
to Sofomon, ¥ Kings 10.10. And the Wile
Man tells us, Prov.19.6. Every man is afriend
10 bim thar grveeh gifts Only this Rule 15 here
to be obferved, that he who gives, muft give
of that which is his Owz, and what he hath
come by Homejily, el{e he cannot make a joft
Conveyance of 1t over to arstber And if the
Perfon to whom the Donatien is made, be con-
vinced in his own Conftience, that it was Unz-
juftly gained, he cannot with {afety to himfelf
recéive it, but may expect a Blait of Heaven
upon it 5 for doubtlefs, the Curfe of God isout
againft all that is [ gotten, )
3. A Maw may come by ajuftTitle 1o, and
of Comimerce.

Poffeffion of an Effate, in the way
And under this Title of (ommerce, I undexftand

all fuch lawful ways in which Men T ranfact
one with another, inway of Exchange ; which
comes undet the general name of Trof-
fick 5 and the defign of it is, that by this Courfe
Men get honeft Gain, and advance their Eftates
byit. And here the Rules of Commutative
{uﬁ'ice are more peculiarly to be confidered,

ecaufe in the way of Commerce, thereisa
Contract made between Perfons, inwhich one
thing isExchanged for another, which comes un-
der the Regulation of theRules of Righteoufnefs.

NOW there are feveral ways, in which this
Commerce between Men may be confidered,
and we may take a diftin& Account of them ;
in all of which there is a refpect had tothe Gain
of the Perfons concerned, fo far as ithath a re-
{pett to this Precept; and is therefore here to
be no further Confidered.

AND here in gencral, let thefe two things
be obferved 5

1 THAT mutuaiCommerce,in fome way or other,
berweenMankind,is Lawful €7 Neceffary.And it 13
thercforeLatoful,becaufe it is Necefary, & there
is no other upholding of human Society : No
Mazn isin himfelf fufficient for his own Com-
fortable Support, with fuch things as are requi-
fite for his convenicnt Living in the World ;
which it would be fuperflusus to prove, {ince
daily Experience gives us theProof of it. There
are fo many things requifite for Food and Ras:
ment, aud the other Conveniencies of Life,
that one Man caanot provide them all for
himfelf, but mult have fupply from others ;
and becanfe God hath given every Man a Pro-
perty in his ewz, it-mult become anctber’s ei-
ther by G.fr or Exchange : Nor s u Man
bound to give away his own to another, unlefs
there be fpecial Reafons for it, which will be
confidered hercafter : We therefore read, that
Abrabam purchafed a Field y and Jacob a ptece
of Land 10 pitch bis Tents 5 and fenr down into
Feypr to buy Corn s {o that the thing it felf is
indi{putable : Thé what forts of Commerce are
fo, muft be looked into in the fequel.

2. THAT rhere is a Loweful Gain 1o be atmed
at, and made, in the way of Comwmeree  That
there may be Unlawful Gain, if Men do not
follow the Rule, is undeniable : We therefore

vead of the Gain of Qppreffons, Ifa. 32.15. and
Difboneft Gain, Ezek. 22. 13, which implys,
that there is an Heaefi Gain y and allo, that un-
lefs Men do regulate themiclves by the Rules
of Hoenelly, they may eafily tranfcend the
Bounds, and render themf{clves guilty in this
regard. And that thereare fuch Rules, is hence
ncceflanily inferred, eife there would be no dif-
ference between Honefl and Difboneft,

BUT we may proceed to the Confideration,
of the {everal ways, in which there may be a
Lawful .Commerce between Man and Man.

AND here,

(L) THERE isa Righreoufnefs required in
the Comnerce between Lerfons Hiring t7 Hired 4
or the Labomrer, and bim who Employs Lim.
"There is vothing more common or neceflary,
than for one Man to Employ another in Bufi-
nefs upon Hire ; and {vmetimes Men are Hi-
red by the Day, Week, Month, Year; and
fometimes they agiee to do fuch a piece of
Work by the Lump : And there is a Rule of
Juftice to be obferved by thefe on either hand,
in Obedience to this Comnmand, to which Con-
fcience 3s obliged.

(1.) IN reipect of the Labonrer, or him
who 1s Hired,  There are three things which
pecaliarly concern him.

1. NO Man oughe to undertake any Work,
but fuch as be 1s Skalful i The Reafon of this
is manifeft, becanfe he muft needs IW'rong the
Perfon for whom he doth it,by {poiling the thing
which he undertakes, for want of infight nitoit;
and by this way, the Man is difappriated of
his juft Expetation: Befides that, we formerly
obferved, that it properly belongs to a Perfon’s
engaging in aoy Calling, that he beS&illed n it
And it is certain, that no Man ought to feek
his owa Gain, to anotber’s neceflary Damage,
as this Man doth.

o, K E oughr 10 ufe Confeicnce in his De-
mands of Hire, for brs Laboar. Thereis doabt-
lefs a proportion between Work and Weges
and it 1s notleft at every Man’s Liberty to take
all Advantages to make hisGain upon anether,
or to make a Prey of his Neighbour’s Necefl.-
ty s which is a thing too much practifed. E-
very Man ought to endeavour after an Honelt
Livelihood by his Labour 3 but the Poor are
not to turn Oppreffors,to make them{elves Richy
or to {eek Gain to nourifh theiz Lufls, by
wronging others whom they have to deal with-
al, by asking Unconfcionable Wazes : 1t istrue,
The Labourer is worthy of bis Hire, (Luk.1c.7.)
But then his Hire muft bear propostion to his
Laboar, e it will not bear: And whenTrades.
men, and Day Laboarers ferve vp their Wages
to the heighth, it is not only a Wrong done to
thofe that make ufe of them, but in reabity 2
Publick Nafance, and viually fexrves only to
nourifla Pride and Luxury.

s. THEY are to excreife Faithfulnels iz
their Labour, Theyare in a fenfe Servents to
them that Esmploy them ; and Fidelity s a
neceflary Qualification in fuch as do Service to
others. And there are divers refpets n which
this Fair?f aiuefs iste be ufed on this Account.
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" THEY onght to be Faithfol in Hushanding
of their Time for the Ufeand Benefit of fuch
as Hire them; the Time is not their cwn,
but his who Employs them, and they thould
improve it to thebeltAdvantage: They fhould
come feafonably to it, and follow it diligent-
ly whillt they are at it ; and keep rto it till
it is fzafonable tobreak off, He that receives
Wages for 2 Day’s Labour, ought to give a
Day’s Labour for it; and notipend any part
of it by [dlenefs, ot Diverfions to other mat-

IS,
tETHEY ought alfo to be Faichful in a frugal
im provement of the Subftance of him who
Employs them, to the beft Advantge, and not
prodigally Wafte i s for want of whichCare,
too often doth the Owner {uffer more than
the Wages of the Petfon comes to: He ought
therefore in this, to do as be would be done by,
and be asFrugal for his Employer,as he woul
be for himfelf in the {ame Cale. :

THEY ought alfo to ufe Fidelity in the
Work it felf they dos,they muft do ic Wel,
and fo as may anfwer the end and defign ot
it, and not fraudulently : And though this
ought to be oblerved in all their Labour, yet
efpecially inWork taken by the Grear,asthey
call it; when they Bargain to dofuch a piece
of Work, at fuch a Price; they ought not to
fluber it over, and do it Deceitfully, that fo
they may make the grearer Gain by it, whillt
e for whom they do it, isa great Sufterer
by it: They muftnotonly Do the Work, but
they muit do it Wel/, that it may aniwer the
end ofit, elfe it is a meer €heat,

Fingliy, THEY muf be Faithfol in their
Time, and ftand to their Word on that ac-
count : Ifthey know that they cannot do their
Work in the Time agreed upon, they oughrt
not to Promije ; and if they FPromife, when
they are aflured they cannot Ferform, they
Tranfgrefs the Nimh Command ; and if thus
they fail, and fo difappoint the juft Expecta-
tion of the Perfon, they break sbis Command,
doing him Wrong in his Eftate.

( 2.) THERE is alfo Righteoufnefs to be
oblerved by fuch as Hire and Employ stbers in
Labour for them. As the former ought to
dcal jaftly by rbem, fo ought theyro be Julttn
thefe . And there is no lefs danger of Injury
on #his hand, than there is on the arher.

AND here, there arc thefe Rules to be
obferved

1. THEY oughs to agree with them upen fair
and boneft sripends.  Men’s Labour isfor their
Livelbood . and tho' there is no reafon fo
Comply With them for their Maiotenance in
Riot and Drunkennefe, and living in as good
a Gard and Forr as the Rich 5 yer, that they
may have Feod and Reiment, {uitable to the
Order which God’s Providence hath put them
in. ‘Tho the leveling Spirit, which the
World prompts Men to,is not to be indulged;
yet certainly it ought to'be fuch as that they
may with Frugaliry be able ta Support them-
felves withal, Not as tho’, becaule one hath
a greater Charge o maintain, he may ask,

and the otheris bound to indenr, for greater
Wages than another fhould have, for e
JSame Labour 3 for common Enairy faith, that
the fume Labour delerves the jame Hire s and
it the Perfon cannot Suppest his Charge with
it, he is the Object of a Publick Charary :
And if the Employer give him more, it fhould
not be for his ork, but for his Pewveriy 5 not
as Wages, burasan sAfws of Liberality , that
he may be able to fay as Matth. 20, 15. fsir
not lauful for me to do whar 1 will wi:h mine
own ¢ s thine eye evil becaufe 1 am goed ?
Neverthelefs, there is an Equity to be obfer-
ved, and he who Employs another, ought
not to take Advantage of him, and beat him
down foas to enjoy his Labour anderfoor, and
for that which is next to #orhing + And when
he Indents for Work by the Wiele, he ought
ro conlider what is Convenient, and foasthat
he may not be a real Lofer by it, but may be
Encouraged todo his Work cheerfully, in ex-
pedtarion of his Wages ; and if thro Miftake
he hath brought his Neighbour under Obli-
gations, which ke is convinced that he hath
done his Work honeftly, 2nd isan onavoida-
ble Lofer by it; tho' he cannot right himielf
in 2 Courfe of Civi/ Law, yet Confcience obli-
geth him to Confider him, and make him a
Compenfaticn 5 and this comes urler that ge-
neral Rule, Deur. 24, 14, Thon Jhalt nor op-
prefs an bired fervane that is poor and needy,
whetber be be of thy bretbren, or of by frangers
that are in thy land within thy gates.

2. THEY ‘ought to deal Honeflly with them
in the payment of iheir Wages. And bete great
Careis to be ufed ; Hence that Precepr, Lev,
19.13. Thou fhalt not defrawd ihy neighbour,
#either vob bim.  And for this end, he 1s not
only to Pay him, butaccording to honelt
Agrecment s and that in Specie, if the Bar~
gain be fo made, unlefs ke can fatisfy himin
that which is as good. He is not 1o put him
off with that, which is no way anfwerable to
his MNecelfity, nor will Succour hirm in his
needful Oceafions, for o is he Froftrated of
the End of bLis Labour : Nor is hefoto pur
him off with that which is Corrupr and will
do him no good ; but give him thar which is
Current,and Paffable hetween Man and Man :
Nor yet is he to Scrue upon him in the Price
of what hePayshim for his Wages ; but be
ought to haveicas Good, Cheap, as he would
part with it to another; for, as wethall at-
terwards rpote partinlarly Condider, there
cught to be one fixed Price of all things which
pafs between Man and Man; and it the Man
is toPay more for what he receives for Wages,
than he mighr have for ready Money, he is
Dettanded. Nor can there he any Exaule
browght that will juftify ir, as may init's
proper Placebe weighed.

3. THEY eught 1o defray the Wages of the
Labourer in it's due and proper Sesfon. Not
that there may not be Agreemests for Time,
as s ufually, and may lawfuily be pra&tifed,
and ifthe Labsarer be {0 fore-handed, as to
be able to ftay for his Wages till fucha piﬁc?_
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of Work be done, and chufeth and agreeth
fo tndo, there is no wriong done him inity
buz it is too frequent that the Libourer hath
daily dependance for his Hire; and to be de-
layed ir it, is an Injury done ro nim, and his
Family : Now itis not fufficient, to DPay
him in any time, butit mult be 1n the pro-
per time : Hence we have thart joyned to the
former, Lev. 19, 13, »—— Thr wager of bim
that is bired fhali not abide with thee ail night
untrl the morning, As therefore there is a
Wo zgainft them thar demy Wages for Work,
( Fer.22.13. ) fo to fuch as keep it back by
¥raud, ( Fam.s. 4. ) So that thefe things are
not a matter of indifferency, but belong to
that Love which God requires of vs one tc
another 3 and of what moment it s, we are
told, 1 Febog 20,

(1I.) THERE is 4 Righteoufncfs betwecn Fer-
Jons, an the account of Borrowing & Lending.
That this belongs to Commerce in the general
Notion of ir, is not to be queftioned ; forin
jr, that which isone Man's Righz, paflech to
be for another Man's Ufe;, and that cannot
Lawfully be, without the Confent of the pro-
per Owner, either Aftual or Implicite. That
there is Jeceffiry of Borrowing and Lending,
for the maintaining of Civil Commerce be-
tween Men, no Man who Converfeth among
Men, can deny, unlefs he will contradi& his
own Experience : And tho’ fome Men are (o
forg-handed inthe World, thatthey rarely
have occafion for it, being furnithed with
thatin hand, by which they may Purchafe
whatfoever theirOccafions call for 4 yet there
are hut a few, who ite alwaysin fuch a Con-
dition, but that they do frequently need thus
to be fupplied by their Neighbours ; and chat
when their Foverty is not fuch as calls for an
Alms; bat their Aftairs are {o involved, that
without it they may fuder greatly, and by
this means they may be advantaged in their
Aftiirs, Now, tho' there may be, and is,
fuch a Borrowing and Lending, as is meerly
Neighbourly,and common Civility and Coutr-
tefy requires ir, and without which Men
cannot Live together, as becomes Heumanity,
much lefs Chriftranity 5 cne being fupplied
with thatwhich anorher hath not; and there
being many things, which our Poor Neigh-
bour cannot furnifh himfzlf withal, and it
would be Unkind to deny him, and it would
be Cruelty to Exiatt upon him for the Loan :
Only here it is to bs obferved, thar asic is
a Duty of Charity to Lend freely in many Ca-
{es, {oit is Fuftice that the Borrower be Ho-
nelt, and Rejfore the thing Berrewed in the
Scalrnof ity and the want of Care in doing,
becomss a Lofs to the Lender, and is muany
timegadifcouragement to him,

NOW ander this Head are to be confidered
whatfoever things are Lent to another, ot
only for his prefear and rrenfrieat Ule to be
prefontly Returned again ,  buc alfo fuch
thines as are Lent to another, for his more
contimnedUfe and Improvement : And he hath
a power, by verrug of this Loan, to make ufe

of it, as his Own, for bis Occafions; anly
under the Obligation of returning it again in
the-fettime either inSpecie,or to theSutisfacti-
on of theLender.Now the greatQueltion Lefe
is, #Whetber the Lender may Lawfully Conrralt
wish the Borrower, for Gain by the ihing fo
Lene ' Bur that mult be adjourned for a
more deliberate Confideration.
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