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ANSWEE,

THE Fighth Commandment is, Thow
fhalenot Steal.

E have taken abiief View of thofe
\;if Duties which require Loye to our
Neighbour, in refpegt of his Perfon, under
which his Eife and Chaplity are confidered.
IT follows that we proceed to thofe which
sefer to his outward Conceras 3 and thefe alfo
are reduced under Two Heads, the one pomt-
ing to his Effete, andis directed in the Eigbth 4
the other to his Good Nume, purfued in the
Ninth. We are now topals over to the former
of thefe : Concerning the Order of which, I
fha!l ouly Remark, [hat altho’ a Man’s Good
Name be of very great Concern, and highly to
be valued, accordiag to, lccl. 7.y, A good name
i1 besser 1him precioas omiment. Yet his Lives

libood is of more abfolute Necellity 5 and there-
fore this is put before the srber,

NOW this Command 1s, as the former, ex-
prefled Negarrvely ; yet it hath an Afirmative
part properly belonging to it, the right Cen-
fideration whereof will give light to the othar
It is therefore molt proper and Methodical that
we begin with that. Hence

Questio N LXXIV.

W H AT isrequired inthe Eighih Com-
mandment 3

ANswER,

THE Eighth Commandment requireth
the lawful procuring and furthering ot ouy
own, and our Meighbour’s Wealth, orf
outward Eftate.

HE Word vfed in the Command for
Steating, firfrly and propaly fignifys,

a Clife or private 1aking o 1hng freem witorbe,
withowt bis Previty © Butit is hexg uled Syree-
: Qnog dochicalis


William J. Carson
This is a sermon taken from Samuel Willard's "A Compleat Body of Divinity," published in 1726.
The Reader will understand that the printing technology of that time has resulted in scans of less than ideal quality. I am confident that you will find the content of these sermons more than sufficient to make up for any difficulty in reading them.
Please visit Fire and Ice: Puritan and Refomed Sermons at:  http://www.puritansermons.com .



A

6§36

Lettures upon the

dochically tor all manner ot wrong done 1o -
nother in his Eftate ; which may be doue ma-
ny ways, as will he hereafter confidered,
"IN general, Thefrisreckoned to comprehend
alt Uniawfal Ufurpation of anether’s Property.

THE feveral Luties enjoyned under this
Command, are generzlly referred to the Head
of Commarative Jultice,

FUSTICE 18 generally diftributed into
Diftributive and Commytative : Bur whether
this be a diltributionof a Gewws into Species,
or of a whole into it’s parrs, or wherein the
true  difference between them confilts, 1is
marter of Difpute,

I thall not here Commorate, only obferve,
that Faflice is fometimes ufed for that U-
wiverfal Obedience which we pay 1o the
wkole revealed Will of God, and hath relpect
to the Commands of bezb Tables; it being
tighteous that we render both ro God & Man
that whichis due to them, by vertue of the
Law of Special Government ; Matth, 22, 27,
Render wntoCefar, the things abich are Cefar'ss
dnd unto Ged, the things that are God's, Some-
times it is put diffribarively with Holinefs,
Luk. 1. 75. And then, as Hoiinefs refers to
the Duties of the Firfl Table, and Rightesuf-
2¢fs to thofe which belong to the Second 5 fo
it is wonttc be Defcribed, A Feriae by which
e are difpofed to difcharge thofe Offices to our
Neighbour, which we owe to bize, by Veriue of
#he Precepr:  And fo it grafpeth all the Du-
ties of Love to our Neighbour, comprized in
each Precept of the Sccond Table: And this
feems to be the moft genuine Notion of Dif-
1ributive Fuflice, and fo it cannot ftand diftri-
butively with Cemmutarive Fuflice, as an op-
polite Specieg, but rather as a Genws to 11,
which refers properly to the Eghth Com-
mand: Butr I fhall not infift forther here,
Commutative Fuftice, if we fpeak of it as a
Vertue, is, 4 Principle obliging © difpofing of
ur 1o grue every one bis own, in the outward
Good hings of this Life: And the Objeét
which is comptehended in ir, is both sur
Jeives and others ; for there is a Fuffice which
a Man owes to bimfeif in this regard, as well
as to his Negbbonr: And this hath not only
a relped to the Civil Laws of Governments,
which can hardly be fo Conftituted, but that
Tometimes, Swmmum jus, ¢fl fumma injuria
Rar it harh a main refpeét 4o the Rale of
Eguity 3 which tho’ Civi/ians may diftinguifh
from Fuflice, and accordingly hfve their fe-
veral Courts for one and the other, and
thefe Neceflary, becaude of our Imperfeliion
yer in Dwviniry and Confeience, Fafl & Equal
are Spresimical. '

IN order 1o a more clear and diftinét lay-
ing open of the feveral Duties comprized un-
der this Precept, [ fhall in the firft place of-
fer fome general Rules or Conclufions.

I THAT God made this liwer Worid, and
the things of ir, for the ufe of Men, and 1he
Benchir of bis prefemt Life. ltis true, His
fajt Emd 1 all His Works is His own Glory,
Prov, 16, a. The Lord bush made aif things for

Limfelf, Rom. 1v. uit. Fer of biw, and thret
bim, and to bim, are olithings : to whem be glo
ry for cver, Amen,  Eut there isalto 2 fubers
dinare End or Ufe for which God made, and
to which He appointed them; and thatis it
which is under Conlideration,

NOW there is 2 doubleLife of Man confide-
1ed in the Scriptures, viz.Nawral & spiriteal
and itisthe former of thefe, for which thefis
things were purpelely made. On this Ac-
count Man was made the Laff of the Vifible
Creation, having an Houfe Built, and every
way furnifhed for his {fwitable Entertainment :
And he had a Rightro, and Dominion over
them beltow'd upon him by God the Cre.itor
and great Landlord 5 and he was to be God’s
Tenant, and hold under Him, and for that
reafon he wasto do Hemage tor them: We
have therefore his Charter thas was granted
to him, recorded, Gen, ¥, 28, Axd Ged bigffed
them, and God fard unro themr, Be frairful, and
multiply, and replenyh 1he earth, end fubtye it
and bave dominion over 1he fifh of the fea, and
over the fowl of the air, and over every ihing
that moveth upon the earth,  And henco that
Obfervation, Pial. 115, 16, ~——Tbhe carth bath
be given to the cbildren of men. Only it was
under 2 R«fooint, which isclearly intimated
in thar Sovereign Exception and Prohibition,
mentioned in, Gen 9. feg. Hence every thing
in this lower World, was fo difpofed, and
htted with fuch a Nature and Operation, as
fhould be fesviceable tothe Comforrand Sup-
pert of his Navural Life : The Creleftial Res
dies for their Light and Influence to Suecout
him ; and the Air for his Refpiration; the
Metecrs to caufe the Earth to Frufhify for
him ; the Fruits of the Earth, and the Ani-
mals in the Land and in the Water to Sup-
port his Life, and render it Comtortable ;
Hence that.in, Pfal 8.6, 7,8. Thou madeft
bim vobave dominion over the works of thy bands |
thou baft put all things underbisfeet : All fheep
and oxen, yea and 1he beafls of the fivid : The
Jowl of the air, and the fifb of the fea, and whara
Joever paffest throwgh the parbs of tbe fras,
Which the’ it hath a Typical Reference to
Chrift, yet in the Type, it pointsto the firft
Charter given to Man in his Creation; the?
the Forfeiture made in theApoftacy wasagain
recovered by Chriff, and is reftored thro’
Him to HisRedeemed : And hence God bath
promifed thar as a New-Covenant Privilegeto
His People Ho/. 2. 22.

II. THAT Maw's Nature requires theUfe
of rhefe things Jor bis Suppert and Comfort,
and hath adependance on them, wunder God, for
bis Bodily Supply. There go in a Body and a
Soul to the Conltitution of Humane Nature g
and for the prefent Suppost of the Union be~
tween thefe, it isrequiflite thar the Body be
upheld in Life, for by the Death of that,a Se-
paration is made: MNow the next End and
Ulfe of thefe things is for the preferving of
this {Inien, and the affordiag to the Bedy the
neceflary and comvenient Relisf. Now God
doth not nlnally do this by Miracks, but by

the
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the ordinary Supplies of His Mediate Provi-
dence ; norare we te meafure our Expeltation
by what God can do, but by the Comfe which
He hath put Nature into: - And tho’ thele as
Means have an abfolute Dependance on God's
Influence and Blethng to make them reach the
End; frr which reafon we are told, Matth. 4.4.
Man fhail not live by bread alone, bur by cvery
ward that proceedeth out of the mouth of God,
And accordingly we have that Threatning, Ifa.
2, 1. For bebold, the Lord, ihe Lord of bojis:
doth take away from Ferufulem and from Fudab,
the ffay and the fiaff, the whelefiay of bread, uad
she whole flay of warer. Which {eems rather to
2im at the Vertue of them, than the things
themfelves: Yet thele are thiugs ordinately
Neceflary for the Continuance of our Lives, the
preferving or rettoring of our Health, and ma-
kiug our Lives comfortable. Hence that, Job
23. 12, — iy aeerffary Food.  And God hath
for this End, put fuch a Vertue intothele things,
whereby they may anfwer this End : As, Pial.
104. 14, 15. He canfeih the grafs togr.w for
the cartel W5 berd for ihe fervice of man < 1bat be
m. ybriag forih food curof the earth : dnd wine
thar wmakeil glad the beart of man, and oyl to
muke bis face to fhing, and bread which itrength-
n:th man's brars.  And they are accommodated
for all the Ules which are for the outward Man:
Some things for Foed, in both Meat and Drink,
others for Reiment and Ormament, others
for Traffck and mutual Commerce, others to
Warm them, othess to {erve for Utenfils 1o
fupply their many Qccafions, others for Med-
cine © And there are none of thefe, but intheir
Creation, were fome way or other ferviceable
for the Benefit of the vutward Man : Tho' fince
the Fall, many of them are become MNexious
to Man, by the Curfe which 3in hath brought
upon the lnwer part of the Creation 5 yet in
their Primitive Creation they were all Bencf-
cial, Gen. 1 ult.
1L THAT God harh not given thefe things
10 Men 10 be held in Common 5 bar bath ap-
poimted rhatr every Man fhould bave bis Share
in tbem wherein be holds a proper Right in them,
and they are bis own and not another’s. 1 am
not here Difcourfing what Men may doin a
way of Partnerjbip, by mutnal Confent, tho
that doth not 1n a true {fenfe Contraditt our AL
fertion 3 nor yet what may and ought to be
121 up in a common Stock for the publick Ufe
of a Community, who are in that regard one
Body Politick - Bat the meaning is, that God
hath Qrdained that Men {honld have a Proper-
ty in fuch a Portion of thefe things, which 1o
other particular Perfon can lawfolly Difpole of
at his Plealare, without the free Content of the
Proprietor, folong as it abides his; but he hath
a Dominion over it, as his own proper State:
Hence that in Deut. 32. 8. When yhe mojl High
drvided 1o the nations their inberitance, when be

Sfeparated the fons of Adam, be fer the bounds ef

the people according 1o the number of the children
of ifraef, And we have that of Devid in
1 Chron. 21. 2. And were it not for this Ap-
pointment of Ged, there couldbe no fuch thing

as Stealing 1nthe fenlt of this Command, and
foithad been fupe flygous,

A S to the Enquiry, Whetber this Appeint.
went were Yrom 1he Crearron, er was iniroduced
wion the dpeflucy ? [there being fome whoglve
this as one difference between the Condition of
Man in laregriry, and now {ince the Fal/ s and
therenpon {ome have pretended to be Level/lers,
on prelumption that it is proper to a State of
Ferfettion. ] I fhall only Reply, Thatthe’, 1€
Man had kept his Uprightnefs, there would
have been no Wremg and lnjery pradliled by
one upon another : Neverthelefs, this doth not
infer that they would have held all in Comamin -
nor doth it make this Command to be braught
in upon the Necelfity nccafioned by the Sin of
Man, any more than the other Commands of
the Second Table, forthere is the fame reafon
for them all upon this acconnt, If thercfuse
this was a Meral Precept, and {b perpetuat, and
founded in the Law of Mature, it muflt necds be
from the Beginning ; and by a jufl and necelr
fary Confequence there muft be o diftinguifhing
hetween Mewm € Taww, becanfe on thi:, the
very Realon of the Command 1s greunded.

AS to the Plea which fome wmake, from
the Opinion of the Wife[t of Heathen, whao
pleaded for a Comaunay of Eftates, as Plyra
did in his Emcopian Commen wealth y it is a poor
Pretence to oppofe to the exprefs Command of
God :  And we know that he urged it, to have
Wives alloin cemmon, which is certainly Cen-
tradi€tory to right Reafon, and the Relents
meat of all Sober Men. Befides, other of the
Gentile Philofophers oppugned him in it, and
gave folid Arguments to Confute him, And as
to the matter in hand, tho’ their Argnments
have a refpedl to the State of Fallen Man, { for
they were not acquainted with his Frimitjve
State, ) yet they fhew the laconfiflency of it
with the Peaceable and Well-ordered Scelety of
Mankind, one with another,

AS to the Plea bro't from the Practice of the
Primitive Cnurchin the ApoftlesTimes mentio-
ned, AQs2.44,45. A& that be Leved were pogeilier,
& bad 28/ 1hing s common s dud fo'd vheir pif foss
and goods, ard parted them 1o ail men, as evesy
mant had need.  And the Precept given by our
Saviour to the Young Man, in Matth. vg. 21.
1 thow wilc be perfelt, go and jell a i rha tioy
bafl, and give to the poor, and thon 't have
treafure in bequent i and come and follaw we,
It is replyed, that this Precept was Perfona/
and Probaricaery 3 and we koow that the Dij-
ciples of Chrift upon His Cali left their Csl-
lings, and their all, to follow Him, a5 I'vfa-.
But thiswas Extraordinary, and was not Com-
mon, noy was it Ferperwalto them  for we find
what He faid to them, Luke 22.35, 38 #adde
Jaidunto them, When Ijear you witlont gurfe.
antd ferip and fhoer, licked yo ony iling £ And
they faud, Novhing.  Then fuid L wmo them,
Bur aow be that bath a purfe, fet Loy take s,
and likewifebes forip . and be thit bl rofrorg,
ler bim fell bis garmens, and buy cae.  And as

tothe fermer, it is evident, fuft, That it was
ouly at Ferafulen, and not elivwhere, angd that
Oooo 2 in
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it a2 Time of great Diftrefs on the Church
and then, that it was bat Voluntary, and ac-
cording to what they determined in their own
Purpole, according to 4y 5. 4. Butthisno
way Contradicts the Right which the Law of
God did from the teginning confer on Men to
be Proprietorsin that Eftate which they came
by in an Honell way.

“AND whereas fome of the Ancients pre-
tended for a Community of Goods, they only
intended, that no Man cught to count any
thing fo his own ; but that he cught when
need required, to beftow it liberally, as a
Debt which he owed to God. o

1V. THAT Ungodly Men have a true Crvid
Right 10 1he fhare of Good things, wbich God
beflows upon them in this Life,  We mult dif-
tinguifh between a Ciwil and Spirntual Right,
which Men may have claim to, in the out-
ward Benefits of Time, We before oblerved,
that God at the firft put Man in Pofltfficn of
thele thingsas His Tenant, and indented with
him upen Terms; and thisabode Firm {olong
as ke ftood to thefz Terms; but when once he
brake them, he made a Forfeiture into God's

Hands ; for when he forfeited his Life, every
thing elfe went with it, and God might
have immediately Profecuted him, and at
once tutped him out of all. And though this
Right is recovered again by Chrift, in the
Purchafe which He made and conferred upon
His Redeemed in the New Covenant, upon
their Belie¥ing on Him, ( Rem8.16,17. 1 Cor,
2.22, 23.) yet{o long as any abide under
tha Firft Covenant, the Curfe abides upon
them 5 and whatioever they enjoy Providen-
riefly or by Divine Permiffion, yet they ly
open to & Writ of Ejeffment, whenfoever Ged
{hall ferve it on them; and they dohut Le-
jude themfelves, when they allot on aleng
Pofieffion : Hence that, Luke 12. 19,20, { wiff
Say 10 wy feul, Soul, thou bafi much goods laid
up for manyyears s tike thine eafe, eat, drink
and be me ry. But God faid anto bim, Thou fool,
this migh: thy foul fhall be requiredcf thee then
whofe flali thofe things be which thou bafl provi-
ded 2 And we are told, Prov. 3. 33. The carfe
of the Lord is intbe Doufe of the wicked. Ne-
verthelefs, God hath feen meet to magnify
His C'emency and Mercy towards Men, in
this Day of His Forbearance, in which He
bettows his common Favours upen them, as
well Wicked as Gedly, Matth. 5. 45, For be
maketh his fun torife on theevtl andon the pood,
andefendeth rain on the juft and on the unjafl.
Affs 14. 16,17, And as His Bounty beftows
thefe things upon them, and favours their
liwful Fadeavoars ior them, {o He hath con-
firmed a2 Right upon them, by His Word:
And fo long asthey keep within the bounds of
Civil Righteoufnefs,rheir Claim, ad Hemincm,
isas good as that of the Godly: And tho’ God
mey. vet Men may not, lawfully make a Sic-
zure of their Fltates, on the feore of their be-
ing Pazans, Idolaters, or Birangers to the
Golpsl Covenint, God indeed gave a fpecial
Order tolfracl ro difpellels the S:ven Nations

B T p——)

of Caraan, and rakePoffelon for themfelves,
and He is Lord Proprictor 3 but it they had
done itof their own Heads, becaufe they
were Heathen Nations,they had been unjufii-
fiuble; We therefore find that God forbad
them from medling with othess, theugh they
were likewife Idelaters; and gives that Rea-
fon, becacfe He had given it them, i e by
His over-ruling Providence, Denr. 2. 3, 15
And this difcovers the Ertor and Vanity of
thofe, who pretend ther Dominion is founded
iz Graecey and thar on this account, all -
godly Men are liable to be ficzed by the Ganly
and put out of their Pofietfon; from the
abufling of fuch Paflages in the Word of Ged,
as {peak of the Saimis inleriting tle Earih, 2s,
Ffal 37. 20, Dan. 7.32. Menth. 5. 5. and the
like. Herenpon they think, that every Godly
Man may Ufurp the Pofliificn of his Ungod-
ly Neighbour, and that (briffizns may make
War upon Imfide/s, and Difinherit them be-
caufe they arefo; but this wholly contra-
dicts the Tenour of the Scripiures, apd tends
to fubvert all Civil Qrder in the Wosld.

5. HENCE Ged barh groea Rules in Hig
Word, todetermive whar is a ristt Title 10, and
in what Way Man may get a Right in 1his or
thar Porvion of thefe thimge, 1t is certain, that
though Ged hath given ro Mankind in gene-
sal the Dominion over thefe things, yetthere
is necefiarily a Partirion 1o be made, and
every one is to have his own Share, and noc
all to hold in Cemmon.  But now the Quet~
tion is, By what Law er Rigbr Men ure 10 ac-
count this or that 1o be their cwn?  Qr, What
Rule is preferibed by God for the determining
of each nmes Property ¢ Some refer it to Fus
Netarale, others to fus Gearium, ot the com-
mon Law and Reafons which all Civilized
Narions agreein j others to the Livd Lums of
the Places where Men Live: To this [ thall
anly fay, that there are necefTarily Civil Laws
in the Governments which God harh fet up in
the World, for the determinine of Men’s
Rights, elfe there would be endlefs Quar-
relsamong Men. And for this ¢nd, that Men
may know what is their own, there muit be
eftablithed Laws by which all Dipuotes on
this account are to be determined. MWever-
thelels, there is a Rule of Zguiry, according
to which thefe things areto LeRegulated,and
by which all fuch Laws onght to he Caleula-
ted : Aud this Sguzry doth ot depend upon
Men’s Pleafure, but isfounded inthe Law of
Nature and right Reafon, And whatfoever 2
Man obtain by a pretence of Creal Law, yet it
cannot fuffice his Confeience, uanlefls he can
reduce his Right to rthe Law of God. And
tho’ there is no pasticular Diredtion in the
Law of Nature, or the Word of God, ahouat
this or that way of dividing to every Man his
fhare, hut it is left to Prodence ; yerall 35
to be reduced to the general Rules given by
God, and either written upon Men’s Confi-
ences, or in His holy Word + And the rea-
fon of this is manifelt, hecanfethere is 1 Rule
of Juftice which is the Standard, un! is unal-

tzrable,
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terable, and mut neads dow from God, who
is the Suprears Law-giver : Andthis necel®
Garily Infers that there muft be DHme wiy, m
which a May comes to havean orderly Right
te wiiat he calis his own, and by which he pol-
{ef{athit : And fo, if he comes to have it i a-
ny other way he becumes guilty of’ the Breach
of this Command : For, for God to prohibit
{ich a Sin, and not fet the Bounds to Duty, {oas
that he may know when he keeps within, and
when he I'ranfgreficth themn, agreeth not to
the Wifdom of the great Law giver, What
thefe particelar Rules are, will be confidered af-
terwards, when we come to lay open the Parts
of this 'Duty. Here only oblerve, That ag
Mankind hath- a Rightin all Ongially, fo by
this he can only challenge his thare in partica
lar ; becaufe his Neighbour hath a Right too.
But this doth not Infer,that every oneis to have
an Lqual Pmpartiou,{’o.r there aremany gronnds
in cizht Reafon, and in the Word of God, why
a {Mjference 1s to be made 5 and them are ma-
ny ways iul which E Man may alienate his
Right, and it may righteonily pals over from
him to another ;5 and he may lometimes inway
of Violence or Injuftice be deprived, and the
Providence of God afford him na prefent Ad-
vantage to Recover it, as Experience makes it
to appeas : But fll it remains a Truth, That
whether by Force or Fraud, and perverisng of
Fudgmear, a Man be put out of Pofleilion 5 yer
hisTatle in the Coarr of Confrrence abideg, and
no Laws or Caltoms of Men can alterit. Now
Men may cometo have a Title to the things of
this World, either by a jult Divifjon of Inheri-
tances, according tothe belt Rules of Prodence
practifed by Men, adjufted by adue Propor-
tioning, by Agreement, or by an indifferent
Lot, whichis Calt without Fraud by them ;or
by a Right of fuheritance, derived from An-
celtors 5 or by a Gaft of Conveyance fronl ene
that is in lawful Poflcifion, and had a Power to
Difpole of 1it5 or by Exchange, or alawful
Purchale made, giving in Exchange forit that
which is Valuable betwen Man and Man; or
by taking Pofleiiion of a Fucyum Domiciliuzm,
which was no Man's Pofletfion before, or was
Deferted; or by his lawful Indualtry, and God’s
Bleiling of his Labours added to it, whereby he
enjoys 1t withont any Wrong offered to ano-
ther: And all thefe things may come after-
wards to be Confidered.  Ouly here obferve,
that God hath given Rules of Righteanfhefs - in
all thefe regards, which Homefly requires us to
oblerve.

V1. HENCE the 4ffrmative part of this
Command, or the Du zzs required init, are,
pheer clofing with, and praflifing of thefe Raules of
Rrohreofnrfs. That there are {fuch Rules, hath
Jlready been obferved 5 and the principal of
ghem may be afrerwards confidered in the fe-
veral Parts of this Righresufrefs, which apper-
gaius to this Precept : For tho' it is ot to bede-
pich, that Men mav pain an Eftate in this
World in away of Urightecafnefs and by Ua-
jult Practices 5 yet, this 8 not becaufe God ap-
proves of 3, that He fuffers it to be fo, under

oA ffembly’s Catechifen.

His Government sbat it 3s in Higawhoi Judg-
ment, and many times futiers them by it, o
vipeu themlelves for Ruin, Plal 2.7, Wixa
the wicked frring as ihe grafs, and when aff 1he
workers of imquity do floarifb o 1z is ihat fhey
fhall be defirayed for ever.  And for this reafon,
1t 1s o Rule for Men to judge of the Love and
Haeved of God, by their Succefs or Difapporps-
ments in regard of the things of this Life 5 for
we gre told in Eccl. 9. 2. A4 things come alike
1o alf, there is one event 1o the righicons gnd
to the wicked 5 tothe clean, and 10 ihe un-
cleant 5 1o him thar facrificeth, and te Lim
roat facrificetli not: asis the good, fois the
Jinzer s andbe thut fweared, asbe thar feap-
eth ar carl. But if we would have thelt thingg
andenjoy a real Bleliing with them, we muft
fee that weobtain them, and ult them in g way
of Righieanfnefs 1 We are therefore aflured,
that tho'an Ungodly Man may have more of
thefe ‘Femporary Good things ; yet, that which
the Godly Mauan hath, though bat a Littde in
comparifon of the others, is incomparably bet--
ter, and fur.to be preferred in 3 true Judg-
ment, Plal 27. 16, A dirtle thar g righteoy;
min hath, is better thad the riches of many
wicked. Prov. 16. 8. Better is aliteie with
rightesufne/s, thangrear revenyes wirboyy right.
And there 1s no fiitle part of the Love which
s required by God, to be exercifed towards onr
Neighbour, in a gregt Care to carey it Hor.g?[ﬂjf
towards them in all our Concerns with thent
about thefe things 5 and we are told, 1 Joh. 4,
20, If @ man fay, 1 love God, and bareth bis bro-
ther be is aliar + for be that love b rat biy bro-
ther whom be barh feen, how can he jove God
wham be bath ot fery.  And the wmore pught
we toobferve it, becaufe God hath made Mun-
kind tohave a great Dependanee onenpon apo-
ther 1n the way of Commerce or Exchange of
one thing for another.  $o that the Violation
of this Righreoufnefs tends to the Ruin of the
Tranquillity of Humane Society.  We ought
therefore to Study much to be acquainted with
thele Rules, for our Regnlation in this; becanfe
we are cvery way concerned init, and cannot
pleafe God in our Dealings, cxcept our 1le-
meznure he Right,  And 1f Chaiftians would
more Study the Relrs of Corfercace, and etz
appiy themfvlves to find Advantages of ot
Luws, toover-reach one apother, God wenld be
more Honoured, and the Civil Happinels more
promoved.
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SERMON CXCVI1L.

‘ ﬁ T E have Confidered {ome Gereral Ruleg
for our vight underftanding of theafir-
mative part of this Precepr, dtfoliows, thut we
proceed to a more particular laving open of the
Trincipal and Comprehenfive [hitics that we

are epjryned in hrit.
L

£80



