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SERMON CLXXXVIL

W ¥ have taken ahbrief Accomnt of the

Chicf and moft Comprehendive Duties,
Relative between Saperiowrs and Inferiours,
both Natwral and Peiieel. There are fome
other Differences in Providence between Men,
whicly tho' they do net zive a Civil Power 7o
the one, orrequire 2 Civil Subpcélion from the
other, yet, as God doth put a Difterence, (o
fhoald they acknowledge it, und cemean them-
felves each to other accordingly : One of thefe,
wiz. That of dge and YowD, ( 1n which the
Light of Nuture {peaks fo much, and about
which the Word of God fpeaks fo much,;we tock
tome Arcount of, There are {ome others,which
I {hall but touch at, and pafs,

1. THERE isa Difference in Birth, which
God's Providence is pleafed topat berween frme
and others.  Tho' all Mankind have one Ori-
ginal having onc Firft Futher, wiofe Ap_u[’gacy
hath brought Difprace equally upon all his Pof-
terity, who do equally bear the blot of his Re-
beilion: intheir Eftutcheon, Eph. 2.2.— By N
tare the chuldren of wrarh. Neverthelels, There
is & Civil Diftinétion made between Fawmilies,
which makes fHme to be of an bigher, othersof
a fower Dogree, Ffal 62. 9 God s Pleafure Or-
ders it to be ©, and the well-being of Humane
Societies requires 3t © And thefe muft Liee to-
gother 3 winciuintimates, Thatthere fnould be
a nntial Refhect and Heonour paid each to
other in this Repad alfe.

And here,

1. LT 5 the Dary of thefe that are well-
defeended, 1o eadeavonr o Commend ihesmfclues
1o others, 1 a Corriage worthy ther Defeons,
There 1s a Civility and Courtefy,- which thele
owe o the Meaneft, which is the only way for
them to retain a Report among Men,  Thofe
that world maintain the Refpect paid to their
Anceftors,mudt fee that they imitate the praife-
worthy Vertues, for which they were bad in
eitcem: . They onght not to del} ile fuch as are
Meaner, Lut to et before them an Fxample of
Good Behawviour; which s to exprefs it {elf, m
a2 Meek, Aftable, Humble Crover{stion; and
that is the way to purchafe Honour to them-
felres 5 and for want of i, they will foon fall
into itgrace ameng Men, It was the Honnur
of Timorby, nat thas he {prang of Gooa Parents,
but that he Imitated them in tseir Yertues,
o Tim. 1.5.

a [T is the Duty of fuch as are of a meancy
Defcent, 1¢ecknowitedge it by puniing ¢ furiall:
Refrect wpon the eiher, according tother Lirih
‘Thers is an Honour derived tothom s and € od
requires that it be paid to them, Kom. 13, 7.
Rewmter bonour 1o whosy bonoier i0due. And the
move warthily they carry themielves of it the
mere cave there fhould be to exprefsit.. There
is a CivilDeference ta heypaid them, and a Pre-
fevence to e allewed to them 5 and that, the'
the Providence of God mav bong them 1nto
Poverty: The epledt of thisis therefore Threat-
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ved as a Judgment, 16, 1.5 The bi/d flail
bebeve bunfelf prewdly againft the encient, and
tie bafe apainfl the bonowralle.  Wot but that
fuch may forfeit this Refpeck from Men by
their vile Carriuge ; but the Frowns of Prove-
dence on them, in the Afiairs of this Lifs, do
not procure it.

1. ANCTHER [Inequaliny, which ihe
Frovideace of God purs berwien Men, ir thar
of Richés & Poverty. And this, in the World’s
efteem, is greater than it theuld be, inafmuch
as it makes Men neither better nor worfe,being
an External Thing.  Neverthelefs, 1t 1% to be
obferved, becaufe it s of the Over-ruling Hand
of God : Hence that in Prov. 22. 2. The rich
and poor wmeer togetler + the Lord is the maker
of rthem all, And here,

]'_1.'% THE Principal Duties of the Rich are,

t. T 0 rake beed that 1hey Defpife not the
Poor, becanfe they are /o, 1t is athing too fre-
guent for fuch efpecially if they are raifed from
the Dunghill, to Scorn, Defpife, and laok with
Conternpt upon tlcir Poor Neighbours, as if
they were of ansther Species @ But thig i to
abule the Favour oftiod,by whole Blefl ng they
gaived their Wealth,  To be Rich and Hume
ble, i1s adedivable, heta very rare Combinat-
en. Weare told, Prove 17, 5. Wi 0 meckeid
the poor, reproachcth his melker , and be ihar 15
gled at calemivies, find w1 he wrpanifted, And
{uch axe they,wlio tawnt the Poor with their Po-
verty, asif 3t were thelr Thame; and they mulk
notopen their Mouths before them s Such fhould
remember, That their Wealth makes them not
better Meny Weult)y and Folly do too {requent-
Iy dwell under the famie Roof, aud a Ricn foul
is no better than an 4fs i Fine Trappings.
They fhould alfo confider, That they Pride
themfelves in a thirg of nothing, and which
may in the Tarn of an Aand forfake them ;and
then, their former Pride will expofe them to the

.greater Contempt, Hence that, Prov. 23, 5.
Wrir thew fet thine eyes upon thot which is nor?
Sor riches certainly moke themfelves wings, they
Ay away as an eagle ivwards beaven,

2. 1'0 Relieve € Succour the Poor, oswr of
their Abundance. No Man 1s Lord-Proprictor of
his Eftate, but is made a Steward of it.by God,
whole 1t 15, Wealth is one of thofe Talents
which God beftows upon Men, which they are

to Qcenpy for Him, whereof they muft give
anAcccout to Him another Day @ And He hath
made the iver to be the Chycéls of their Cha-
rity 5 and hath grvan thele Charge concen-
ing them, 1 Tun. € 1718 Charge theaw 1hae
are rich in bis worid, ihar they be mey Pigl-
minded, nor irell in atcericin riches, buc iw
the fruing Ged, wlegrveth us richly all tlipgs
10 cﬁ}r}}‘ : Ihr’} ap geeed 5 tha Jf.’f‘) be rick riz
goid works, peady qo d flribuze, willing 1o con -
manicate.  And ifthey will lav cutell vpen
gratifying their cwn Luits, and ‘mean while
fhat up thelr Bowels zzainft (bdyas me in
Want, and let them Srarve, rather than Leny
themlelves of their Superfinities, 1t will ex-
pole them to an uncomis: tuble Reckoning wno-
ther Day. .-
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{2.] THI Datres of the Boor er the ether
bamd ave, principally, _

1. ANOT o Bnvy, but to Rejuice it the rof
peray of their Weadthy Nelghboars, 1115 too
much a Fault amongMen,thar they can hard-
1y hear to ice other, Profper, and themfelves
in Adverfity; and herein not only fhew their
Diftonrent at the Providence of God, as un-
equal, but alfo to beara Prejudicd Spitit a-
gainft them,B be always fretting ar them,and
feeking to undermine them : But they ought
on the other hand 10 Rejoyes with them s
Bom, 12,15, and to be Thankful to God chac
He Blefleth them ;. Eroyine theretore is reck-
oned among the Works ot the Flefh, Ges. 5.
51. And hence it is torbidden in reipedt of
ancther's Profperity, Pfal 27.7. Whar if
GGod will give another more intheWorld than
He will give vo us, may Henot do with His
own, as He feesGood 7 And fhall our Lye
be Evil, becaufe He 15 Good.

2, TO pay them wdne Ackrowiedgement for
alf the fwndugfs they recerve from them,
There is 3 fort of Subjeciion dug {rom the
Poor to the Richk, inalmneh as they havea
fubordinate Digpendance on them : We are
thereforetald, Prov. 22. 7. The reci ruleth over
the poor, arnd the borrower is fervant to the Jen-
der, When theretore God inclines their Heurts
to Improve theirEltates, eithet for the Pub-
Iick Benefit, or for their Privare Support and
Supply, they cupht not only to Blef God
tor rr, tmt alfo for 1hem ; and acknowledpe
them in it, forwhich they thoold Love and
Commend them, and Cordizlly Pray for God’s
Blefling to ke wpon them.

IIi. ANCTHER Mﬁgﬂa:’i}y which God
makes betweer Meny i in regard of Gifis, wle-
th.r Natural or Achuired, There are Diver-
fitics of thele, whick God Diftribates among
Men, according to His Pleafure.  Some have
farge Naturgl Abilicies, and thefe alfo ad-
vantag.d with great Attainments of gkill,
Knowledge and Prudence ; whereas others are
fow tn hoth remavds : Thefe Gifts alfo are di-
verfly diftributed, 1 Cor. 12.b0in. And thefe
are conferred by God, to render Men Publick-
ly Serviceable, and rhe betrer fitred to Pro-
fir oLhers. Now,

1. THO S E thar do Excell in Gifs, onght
to improve them readily for the Benefit of others,
wha need the Help of rheem, God hach beltowed
them for that ¢nd ; and made them the Stew-
ards thereof, 1 Pergoro. And itthey do not
thu: Improve them, they hide their Talent
ina Napkin. This fhould keep them Hom-
hlc, and make them not tn defpife thofe that
ate Weaker than chemizlves, but acknow-
Jedge God's Kindnefs, in making this diffz-
rence, 2nd thus wling them to His Glery by
being Profitebic © And this is to ufe rhem o
the End for which they wereConferred, 1 Cor.
72. 7. And this will be the wav to Henour
themfelves, and do Good In their Genetution,

2. THOSE thar are Infetiovr 1 Gifes,
faaald Mglly Valae the otlbers, and tiankinlly
mrke Lpprovesent of therr. Man was made a

Sociable Creatorey and God hath fven meer
thiat cre thould need the help ot awerlir:
When therefore God makes any Uleful Ly
thole Abilitieswhich He cunbers upon them,
and difpaling of them w Serve others with
them,th. y are not to bedefpited or molignad,
but prized ; doubtlefs hercin they roaily
Excell. We are told, Eecl. 8 1, Wha is us
the wife man® nnd who kroweth the iAterpre-
tatio# of aibing? a man's wifdum makeh bir
race io fhifte, and the boldnefs of bis face fhall be
changed. And we ought toaccount them Blef-
fingsy to be willing 1o Learn of them, and
tak. Oppor.unities of Converling with them &
enquiting of them 5 for we are told, Prov.zo.
§o Counfel ifthe Deart of man, islike deep wa-
rery bur a man of anderflanding will drew ir
eat.  And fince God hath divided thele Gitts,
there fhould be a murwal Preference accord-
ingly 3 which feems to be the mind of, Phil
2.3. Let nothing be dore through flrife, or viin.
glory, bur in lewliefs of mind, let cack oftcem
cther bert ¥ than themfefver.

AND this may fuffice to have heen fpoken
concerning tholeOrders hetwren which there
is a Swperioriry and Infericrivy,

I N the nexr place, Qur Caveclifin ioforms
s, That the Kelation berwesn ¥quals, deth aifs
come ander the Comprebenfion of this Command,
‘Thar ali Mankind dey in fime way ot other,
ftand related euch 1o athier, is cenain, and
wherefoever ther: iz Relation, there is an
Obligation which follows from it, and is ug-
commodated to i,

NOW rhere are fome Corfiderations upon
whichMen fland upon Eves Ground,and there
is no Superority in them: And this Confide-
ration may be there, where in orher refjects
:]hcw may be a diftance in Depree, as is evis

ent,

NOW this Fgualiry may come under a dra-
64 Conlideration 2z FitherComman oTSpecial

L THERFE is 2 Common Eguality,mh-ch
there i5 between ome Neighbour and anotier,
confrdered ar Neighboars. MNeighbonr and
Neighhour come under the feme Denomina-
tion, and in thar Repird ftazd wpon cone
Ground 3 and fuch efpecially are thofe who
fta:d upen wleved, and theic Deorees are
Egual, This al{o comprehends nnder it, Men
that bear the fume Bread«h in thePlace which
they are in: And {o arc fome Men in ditho-
rity zlike, as well as Men of the Commen forT.
Now therc is a Love which thele owe each to
other ; for the Comfrehenfion of the Second
Table is exprelt by Chriit, Marth 22, 39 Toox
hait fove thy Netohbour as shy f21f.  And this
Love hath a Kelpeft, not anly to the Five
tollowing Precepis, bue allo 1o 1his, in [ay-
ing Honour ore 1o another,

AND the mare [pecial Dutics bere are,

1. TO mainrain a due Relpedt roci for wther,
by acknwledging cach otbers Worth € Eieelivn-
cv.  And this is fuppoftd to be mainly inten-
ded in the forcited, PhiZ 2.2, Thers s an
Emuolation which foch are apt ro cnterialn,
by whieh they feek to depreciure their Noink-

bauar,
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bour,eelevate themfzlves above therm. Wherens
this Commuand reguires the contrary.  There 1s
hardly any Neighbour, but we may fie (if we
look with Chasitable Fyes ) fomething in hin
for which heis ro be Commended, and where-
in he out-doctl us; and we [honld readily give
him the Preferencein it, and be alwaysready
2o Commend him for it + Hence that in Rom.
X2. 10. Be kindly affeflioned one to another
with brother(y love,in borour preferving one ano-
ther. And when we hear them Commended for
fuch things,we ought to be glad of it 5 and he [o
far fromDetracting from it,us to give our ready
and cheerful Aflent to it : Yea if they thould be
Preferred before us,not to Malign them, but to
be well-fatisfied n 1t,

2. TO muinriin ¢ Civil, Courteons and Neigh-
bourly Converfation, eze twith amotbers Ta
avoid Eftrangednefs, Scorn & Morofity © As in
the forc-cited, Rom. 12 yo. Which is to be
exprefled in their motual Bekaviour, Neigh-
bours fhould Live together as Neighbours, and
notas Enemies; giving oncancther good Words,
& not fnarling & fhapping ; and ought to be rea-
dy to doone anotlicr good Turns,when oceafion
offers, as weil as to receive them @ This is the
way to upinld the Ends of Civil society, and
preferve theHappinefs of it ; which, for wantof
this, will be very much impeded, Yea, They
fhould account it an Honour rather to Serve
than beServed;rather to GivethauReceive ; ra-
ther to payRelpect toothers than recedve it from
them @ And indeed thisis the moft Ratipnal
way to be Refpetted, Honoured and Served by
our Neighbour, and be well-efteemed by all
that we Liveamong,

IL THERE i a Special Eguality made
between fome, which dorls ot arife from Nature,
bt Combinarion - and this is that which is cal.
led Friemifhip . whichis Recommended 0 us,
not nn]y by _{F_fﬂ!‘ﬂ'.lr Pﬁ“’yﬂﬂpb}’, }jtlt alf'n !_'ﬁy t}]e
Word of God.  And the Truth s, The Neceffity
ot Mankind, for their Well-being, calls for ity
& there 15 no Living well 1n thisWorld without
it : He that hathnot a Friend to whom he may
npen hisSecrets, unborden his Griefs, & of whom
he may ask and receive Advice and Help at all
Times, is Miferable.  -And trve Fricndthip
Wifely laid and duely maintained,is the great-
eft watward Felicity that can be here enjoyed :
This therefore the PRImIR aggravaces his Af-
fiiction by, Plal. 88, wf/r. Lover and friend bafl
ahow pur far fram we, and mifc acquarntan.e 1n-
dodar knefs. Now whatloever Difparity there
may be between Friends, 1 therr Condition
here ; yet as they are Friends, fo there mult
be a Puriry, * 1 fhall not here {peak all that
might be, of this Noble Subjet @ enly obferve
theSpeciu/ Duties lying uponMeninthisR elation,

1. THE Love & Kindne [t berwren Friends,
exght pot to be Common, bar Special They
miftake, who think that we ought to Love all
alike ; for we have obferved, That the Love i3
to beCaleulated according to the Relation : Now

this iz a peculiar Relation, and calls for the
moft intenfe Attection. "The Wife Man tells
us, Prov. 18, 24, A man sbar hath fricads, muft

oA [fembly’s Carecbg(m.

Jhew bimfef friendly s and ihers ix o Jriend thae
Shicketh clofer than 4 brother,  And itis a Com-
meadation Which Devid gives to Fonmattar,
2 8am. 1.26, T am diffrefled for thee, my brorher
Forathan : very pleofans tajt tlou been wnio me -
1oy 1obe to me was wonderfal, poffing the iove af
womes . And the reafon of this will further ap-
pear, when we come to confider the things
wherein this Friendfhip is to be emrloved.
A Man fhould Love and Honotur a'l Mep slut
True Friendthip is a comtraifed thing, and (x-
tendible to but a very few. He wha lecks 1o
make mony Friends, doth therein practically
fuy, that he indeed fzeks #o7e at ail ; but 18
willing to reft contented in a cemmonr Love.
TheScriptore ofually mentions a Friend, in the
firguiay Number.

2. EVERY Pradent Mar oughi 1o be very
Cautivus in the Choice of @ Fricad, We ob-
ferved, That this Relation is purdly Elrdlrve
and therefore it calls for Deliberation,and is not
to be taken up Rafhly, and enter’d upon Incon-
fiderately. kvery Man that may be fit for
Hoeman,nay Chriftian Converfarion, is not qua-
Lified for being our ClofeCompanion. It is tru.,
We may be miftaken in Men 5 and our Friend-
fhip may e betrayed by them, whofe Heares
are falle,  whillt theic Werds aud Carrrages
aremoft fmooth and olliging : this Devid pro-
ved to Iis forrow in dchirapiel, Ffalss. 12,14,
But for all this, He that ftrikcsup a Friendthip
in Hafle, is likely to repent of it at Lefae 4
tar there are fpecial Qualities to be fought in
a Pexlon, whom we may capeét to be alble to
make uftof asaFrend onall oceafions. And the'
there s often 2 {ort of Natural Aptitude between
fuch & fuch, for this Clofe Combinatien yet
there are thofe things, which arc further to be
enguired after,the want whereof will unfit them
for it

3. THERE can be no true Chriltian Friend-
Jhip. where there i mor b Frar of God. It is
His Glory, that cvght to be the luft End of 1t ¢
and all other Defigus in it, ocught to bear a due
Suberdination to shar 1 {5 that tho’ this Godli~
nels be not all that is to be fimght in it, yet it
ought to be the Bafisof 211 the reft. & Combi-
nation between Perfons, teparate fram rhat, is
nota Frieadfp, buta Confpiracy, and will ot
tend to the Good, but the real Harr of thofe
that are engaged in it. It was a clufe Repri-
mand given by the Prophet ta him, 2 Chron,
19. 2 And Febu ithe fon of Homani ike jeer,
went ot 1o mewt bim, anmd faid to king Fihafha-
phaty Shoujdeft thou belp the ungadiy, ond jove
them that bore the Lord 2 therefore is urath
wpon thee from bejore the Lord.

4. T It B Special Duties berween Friendr,
are fuch as thefe:

L VHYY muft make grear Aliowances for
Human Fraritier, There zre none to be frond
in this World withont them, and if Friendhin
be broken on secnont of thele, 1t muft he very
thort-liv'd. Thisis neceffary in 11 Relations,
and peculiarly in this, elle Jealonfivs will he
ealily raifed and fomented 5 wheress Candouy
calls for CharirableConflyuéticns, and the beft

[111 Liter.
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Interprerations 1 And itis the natute nfLove
to cover marny Frailties 3 and  the more 1n-
tenfe it is, the greater Allowances ic will he
willing to make. . )

2, THEY oughr to flick by each otler, in
Times of the gremeft Adverfiy, Iristhe Wife
Muan's Obfervation, Prov. 17, 17, 4 fricad fo-
veth ar afi times, and & brother &5 bern for ad-
verfity,  In'Times of Profpetity, many will
feckFriendthip with a Man,and prerend to the
greatelt Refpeet, and readinefs to Serve him ¢
But hethat will keep faft arall Times, apd
when the Man is reduced o Diltrefs, and all
Men withdraw and forfake hisn, will be the
fime that be cver was, thisis a Friend in-
deed ; and fuch an one was Fforerban to David,
The Wilc Man obfcrves, Prov. 19, 4. Wealth
maketh many friends. But one that will not he
athamed of or afraid toffand by s, in our
deepelt Troubles, is mare worth than all of
thetn, though they were as many mote,

3, THREY fhiuld readriy open their Sonls 1410
rach otbers Bgfom. Here is the grear Benelit
of having a Friend @ to him we may ireely
and without fear difelafe our Minds, In things
which it would be our folly to publith to the
World, A Friend is calied afecond S2/f 5 and
there are thofe things tharare Secrer, which
wg either greatiy need Counfel about; or
which opprefs our Hearts, aslong as they ate
kept pent up. And hechac is now fhy of his
Friend, dork herein {4y, That hecounts him
not to be 2 Fricpd : Hence that, 7 Sam.12. 4.
And be faid unto bim, Why art tbon, being the
Rings fon, lean from day 1o day } wids thow nor
rell wie ?

4. THEY ought ro Reep gach others Sccrets
Fuithfully.  And this neceflarily follows trom
the former 3 elfe it would be Frenzy to im-
part our Scerets ro another, if we could not
Confide in him, that they were asfafe, as it
we had kept them lock’d in theCubinvt of our
own Bofom. He that eannot keep Counlel,
is uncapable of keing a Friend indeed : Hence
that, Prov, tr. 13. A raie-bearer revealetd fe-
crets © bur be that is of afaithful fpiric conceals
eth ihe marrer, A Mun lays his Credic and
Safety to Pawn, when he trufls anather with
his inward Thoughts; and ifhe Rerrays them,
he is not Hr for Humane Socicry, rauck lels
for Intmare Familiarity.

5. THEY oughi ro bear cach otbers Burdens,
and be at all Times ready ro Comforr & Counfel
one the otber. A Firicnd thould make hisFricnds
Condition his own, and Releatitas il he
were himfelfin the faime. David herein thews
the Vilenefs of his Adverfaries, by telling
kow he carried 1t to them in their Trouble,in
which he fliews the Character of o Friend
Plal. z5.13, 14, 15, Bt ar for e, when they
soere frok —== | Bumbled my fout wih Feffing
1 bebaved mry felf as tbough ke bad peen my
Friead or Broihero———=~8at in mine Adverfiry
they rejotied . Heis not worthy ofihe
Titie of a Priend thathith not a tender Com-
paflion upon us, b will readily exprefs it when

he fees us in Diftrefs, and bowed down under  friendly,

Leflures wpom the
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Troubles : Hence that in Job 6. 14 Tobim
thar i o fhilted pity fhoell be fhewed from ks
friead.  Apd how Purherizal is rhat Expoftu-
lation, Chap. ys.21. Move pry wfor me, bave
piry wpor me, O ye my jricnds, for the Lagd of
God bath rouched e,

é. THLY enghs 1o deal Flainly & Foithfully
ore with eretber.  Wor can Frieadfhip be lets
ter Improved, or tnore kindly Applyed thad
by this, which is ene principal Benefir of i,
A Man cannot potlibly be a Flatterer 2nd 2
Friend too 3 and hethat cannor bear 2 Rebuke
from a Friend, is altegether tnworthy of one 5
David reckoned it the greatclt Kindnefs 1o ha
thus fmirtten, Pial. rar. 5. ler 1be Rightesns
Srire miey is foall be a kindnefs 5 and ler bimre-
prove me, it fball be an excellent eyl, which fhail
nor break my bead © Jor yot my prayer alfo fhail
be im ghesr calemnies,  And the Wife Man
hath Tuck a Kemark, Prov, 27.4, Fauhful wre
the wornds of o friend, but the kifles of an ene
my vre deceitful. And favth, Ver, 14, Hethar
bieflesh bis friend with a lowd voice, #ifing corly
in the morming, it flufl be counicd a curfe to i
Though we thould not Betray our Fricnd to
Difgrace, yet we onght to give him Waming
of hisDanger: And if ic be Flarred to o Neg b=
bogr, to fuffer Sinupon bim, fur want of gi-
ving him a feafonable Rebubke, { 1ev 19.17)
much moreis it to o Friead, who confides in
s on this Accoont.

7. THEY fhoutd Delight in eaihorhers fres
guent Cenverfo, There mult bethe greareft
Freedom botween Friends 5 and they fhould
be often Refrofhing each other, by familiar
znd epen hearted Cornmrunion ; hence thar,
Prov. 27, 9. & 17. Urrtment and porfame #e-
joyee the bearrs fe dutly the frvectnfi of a mans
Jricad by bearty cownfel. dren frarpuoih v,
Joa man fharpaeth the countenonce of s froend.
It is of the narure of Love, to feek much Inti-
macy with the Hefoved, and accordingly to he
as often as they can together, and a Negle&l
in this regard, will both hinder the Fnds of
this Relation, and tend to Diltance and Alle-
nation, which will in a little Time break the
Bond afunder: They f(hoald 1heretore aveid
all that would tend to breed Srranpencls,
clpecially Woifprrers and Tule-learers, who
often feparare clnef Frieade Peov, 15. 28,

8, THEY fowfd maointain eack arbers Repu-
ration, Hc 15 net worchy the Name of a
Friend, that will not ftand up for bis Friend
when bhe hears him Reprorched, Reviled,
Slandered ; and will not as deeply Refent ir,
asit' done o bimfetf. Tt is rrue, He ooght
nat to Lye for his Friend, or dop any Statul
thing in his behalf 5 but when he is wronged
in his Name, and expoled by the Ma'evolent
Tongyes of others, hg fhould thew Limielf,
by taking his parr, definding his lnpocence,
and cxenfing his Imperfections s fuch was Jo-
rarhar ¥ Sawr 0. 4. 8 20 %o,

9, THEY Jf?.‘«‘.tﬂ Nt thie Ff'fﬁm{f%r‘p i
a'f good Offices, Weare adv.fd, Prov, 18.24.
Al man thet hal friends, naf fhro Framfe:f
There ate  the ‘Teltimoninls of

Jin gular
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Fagalny Kindnefs, which malt be ofren repea-
tcd to Nowrifh the Ardoury of their Love, and
tucie muft be motual. Uhexe are in the Nature
of Fallen Man, Jealonfies too eafily kindled,
wlilch wreas Water calt upen the Fire of Leve
and every Slight, or feeming Unkindnefs, s
apt to foment them : The belt way to prevent
thefl, 35 tntake all Advantages, to continue
Mew Tokens of our Conflunt and unthaken
Friendfhip,  And havieg fuch a Friend, let us
tiot be given tolChauge; Imtendeavour to keep it
firm to the end y 1aking hisAdvice,Prov.27. 10,

Llutie oron frieml and tby fathers frecad for.
Jate nor 5 weitber go tare 1thy Evaiber’s Buufe in
the doy of by calamrity: jor berier 15 2 neighe
bour that i near, than a brother Jar oif.

T H U § have we brielly confidered the Af%
Jirmative part of this Cotnmane ; which well
thought of, will ferve to Humble us for our
fhort-comingss and deive us to CHRIST fox
His Grace to help, and Righteonfiels to cover
the Trrperfedtion of vur Gwo.

[Max 2 170c4]
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