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SERMON (LXXXII.

(IIL. ) HE Y ought to take ntmoft care
T for the Feacr and Safery of the
Subject. Thistherefore is one thing on account
whereof we sre to Pray for Rulers ; 1 Tiar, 2.2,
The Civil Peace and Tranquillity of a Pr:ulfle,
is, next to the truc Religion, the preateft Blef-
fing they can enjoy in this Life. Now it pecu-
liarly belongs to Civil Rulers, to take Care for
the upholding of this, by ordering and govern-
ing s0t Affairs which refer toit. It is none of
the leaflt Mifchiefs brought in by Man's Fall,
that Mankind are filled with a Spirit of Difcord,
whereupon they are ready upon ail occafions
to Quarrel 3 and their Contention to break out
Into apen Hoftility, which brings in allmanner
of Mifeiies. Now thefe Controverfies are either
Ferfondl & Privare, for the remedying or pre-
venting whercof, the Two former Rules do
YTerve ; of more Publick, in which a Penple
may be involvedand expofed to War, in which
Oppreilion and Ruin arc threatned. So that the
mutter under our prefent confideration, refers
to the mapagement of the Affairs of War and
Peace 3 which being an Affuir that requires the
mioft prudentCondu&, mult n_m]s come undey
the Regulation of Civil Aatherity. _
NOW there are Two forts of Wars, by which
the Tranquillity of a Peaple may be undermi-
aed, Inm}irw and Foreign 4 tor the preventing,
or well-compoficg  whereof, great endeavours
are to be ufed, inwhich the fincere Affedion of
the Rulers to their Subjeéts will be proved.
AND here, that Queftion about the Lewfu/-
wrfs.of War, is proper to be handled, rather
than under the Eighth Command, inafmuch as
thie thing it felf belongs to -Civil Govermnent,
and is under the Regulation of Rulers ; hut it
35 a thing {ounrealomable to deaty it, or fomuch
as todewsr ofit, that it is hardly worth the
while todifpateof it.
W AR i ufually diftinguithed into Defen-
five dnd Offeafrve,  As to the former, viz. De-
enffoe,when we are to [kand on onr own Guard,
Lo i{ve our {elves from an . injurious Invader,
and to repel Force with Force, - Self-Preferva-
gion is a Principle o clafely rivetted into the
HMaturc of the Creatures, that it isunnatural tp
doulbt of the Lawfulnefof it; and to chufe ra-
ther to faffer all manner of Violence and Op-
preflion, thanto ftand on our Defence, and re-
£ift an injurious Adverfary, is to forego Realon
e felf: Nor can fich a People expect long to
enjoy the Liberties,which God hath beftowed on
them a Ripght unto; but muft look to be made a
Prey by others, and enflaved by them. It 1s
true, -tge afbaal Necetlity of this is brought in
Iy Man's 8in'; but.as the Cafe ftands, fince the
Apofiacy, there is noLiving in fuch 2 World
as this is without it 5 nor will thole Scriptores
which Caution us againft private Revenge,
make ought againft it,
NOR can a Defenfive War be managed with-
put shat which is in a feafe Qfenfve ; for we

camnet fave our felves in it, unlefs we offer Vi-
olence to thofe that Aflail us.

RUT as to that which 35 pecularly called
Qffenfive, 1. e, When we are the Aggreilirs,
there may be a more feering pretence for the
Unlawfulnefs of it 5 the’ it is but fecming, in-
afmuch as there may be fuch Affronts and Pro-
vocations oftered by an Adverfary, before he
Lreaksforth into open Hoftility, as may necels
fitate it 3 and the Safety and Tranquillity of a
Government, cannot be fecured withont 1 5
which, what they are, may after be confider-
ed : And the' Vengeance belongs to God 5 yet
in fich Cafes, God hath betrfted Mapiftrstes
to At in His Authonty ; and hence they are
call=d Revengers, Rom. 13, 4. And for this
Reafon they are called the Shie/ds of the Earth,
Pl 47. 0.

W E may here then confider their Daty, in
regard of the forts of War firft mentioned,

AND that,

(1.) WITH refpe to the Tranguillity of
the Subject,againft the mifthiefof fareffineWarr,
1.¢. Such as breed 1n the Bowcls of the Govermn-
ment, and are moft pernicious 3 and their Duiy
in this Affair, comes nnder Two Heads,

Y. THEY eught 10 ufe all prudent Lodeo-
vonrs 1o prevear fuch Troubles,” And that is to
be done, by Antedating the Canfes of them ;
and thefe Caufes are rooted in the difcontents
entertained by the Subjedts, againft the Admi-
{tration of the Goveronment, in which wife Ru-
lers will take Care, =s far as they can, that
there be no fuch Occafions cifered 5 or if there
be, fealonably toremove them. All Opprefiion
will raili: difquiet in Mew’s minds, £el 7, 7.
Now the Suobjedt may be oppreffed, eiher in
their Libertics, or Eftates, or by the Injuftice
of Miuifters , and when either of thefe Gall
them, they will wince : Rulers therefore ouglit
in Prudence as well as Confvience, to take of-
fectual Care, that the People’s juft Libertics be
defended ; that noheavy & unreafonable Tazes
be impoled on them, and that all publick Of-
cers be kept within dne bounds.  Andif at any
Time Diicontents arife and {pread, they fhould
carefully endeavour to lay them ; and if there
have been any thing julily grievous offered to
their People, to remove it out of the way, and
by gentle Treatments to compoft them, before
they break ont. It was a {nece of Wifi- Conni-
fe] the Old Men gave to Reboboam, 1 Kings 12.7.
Which if he had hearkned to, he might have
prevented the Rupture which followed upon his
forlzking of it.

2. THEY oaght to confult the common Good
of 1he Peaple, 1n1 the furproffag of fuch Infur-
retlions, “L'hey cunnot slways be prevented ;
there are for the moft pert, fome torbulent
Spirits that love to Fifh in troubled Waters,
who are ready to blow up a fpark of Difton-
tent into aflame, and o paife Civil Ware in
the heart of aGovernment; and itis incum-
bent on the Rulers to withftand them, aud the
Welfare of the Subject is concerned in it.  But
there is great Caution and Moderation to be
ufed in the Application : Severity ought at fuch
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a timne, tobs refbrained to the Ringleaders of
fuch Fuébions, and all gentle offers and treat-
rmonts mude o the relt, remembring, that the
walting of the Subjills 18 a weakning of the
Goverpment;  and extream Rigoer will but
fireugihen the Ribellion, whereas 2 genersl
Pardon and Amnefty, will tend to make the
Cement the {troug 1 2nd more durable, It was
a neble speech wod Carriage of Foeh, iu that
Cavil Ruptore, 2 S8am. 20, 21, d aarof moanr
Bpbr v ( Shebaibe fon of Bichri by name) bath
Lfcapins band syanft the Ring, even againfl
Puwnl : detrver b ondy, and  will depart from
the ¢ty And an imitable Policy in David to
quict the People,ufter Abfuleam’s Rebellion,(bap,
19 14, Be.

(2. ) WITH relpet to the Tranquillity of
the Subjeét againit the evil of Forejzn War.
1t 15 a thing too frequent for Neighbouring Go-
vernments to Fall ont, and come fo open Hofti-
ity one with another, whereon not alitle
M‘iﬁ;ry enfues.  And this proceeds either from
the Puide and Ambition of Ruolers, or the up-
oft Carriages of the Sabjedt 5 and ufoally both
ot theft meet, in order to anEruption.Here alfo
s a great Duty lying on Rulers,who would con-
firlt the Civil Hapoinefs of their People, which
is vpheld by Peace, and interrupted Ly War,

HERE then,

1. THEY ought 1o ufe all due endeavonrs to
prejerve the Subjedd from the Mifiry of War:
To do what in 1hem laes, 1o maintain the Peace
ef theer Governmers.  He faid too muach, who
thought that the moft Unjuft Peace 15 preferri-
ble to the moft Joft War: There are Times
when God callshis People to take up the Sword 5
nor doth the Golpel-Dey difcharge them from
it - However, War 15 not to be taken up for
every,ilight oceafion 5 hencethat, Prov. 20 18.
With good wdvive make war.  For this reafon
hey onght toaveld the giving of Provocation
to their Neighbours,or take oeeafion from every
Panétilio or Circumitance, to pick Qnarrels.
It 15 a miferable thing for 2 People to be laid
open to all the Infelicities of War, only for the
Humour or Pride of a few Men 3 they ought to
be content with their own, and not Injuncufly
to invade the Dominion of otheys.

2. THEY ought in Trmes of Peace, 10 make
good Preparation for War. They fhould not,
upsn & vain Prefamption, Leif! like, live at
reft, in a turpid Sccurity and Neglect 5 this is
to pravake Men.  whofe Covetoninefsand Am-
bition is ready for fuch an Enterprize, to make
anroads upon them ; whereas to be always ina
readinels, 1sa Rational way to prevent it, and
preferve quictnels, as well asto be provided for
the worlt, 3f 1t thould fall out. It was a pru-
dent Advice of 42 to his Peaple, and well be-
coming a Father of his Country, 2 Chrom. 14.
6,7, & Itisa prefumptunus thing for any to
fay, our Defence is in God, and upon 1t, to do
nathizg in the ule of Means,to provide fur their
own Safety 5 for true Faith divedks to the ufe of
proper Means, to ohtain the End defired.

1. THFY ought to vindicate the Affronis and
Larries offered their Perfons or Subicils, Mot

that every Hight Injury thould be iinproved to
the heights hut when they are Tololent, itis
Lawful and 2 Duty, (b far to curb iheln, as any
Advantage 15 offered them. Doubtlels David
had & joft Quarvel with the dmmeniics, for
their abnfe they offered his Ambafladars, z Sam.
1c. 7. And when Neighbouring People Rob, or
Pillage,ard make 1nroads upon thein, it is their
Daty to take up Arms toreped them : For they
canuot do 1t 1t a courfe of Civil Juftice, but at
requites {uchz way as tlie 5 and therefore the
Couifle which Yepebalt tonk againft the Awmirizes,
Fudg.11. wras Juftand Warrantable,

4- THEY ought in Offenfive Wat, firfl to
cffer the fur Terms for Peate.  Such War cans
not lawfully he made, but vpon Provocation
given 3 for without it, the Aggreifor muft needs
be Guilty : Bist the comman Love to Mankind,
the Mifchief which the Subject will Le expofed
to the hazard of, the wncertainty of the Iffue,
do all of thein require, that it fhould be the 1aft
Effay. God himf{cIf therefore, ( tho’fors fpes
cial Reafon He exempted the Seven Nations of
Canzen, yet in regard of others, He ) gave that
Law to Ifreel, Leur. 2o, 10, & When jhon
comelt mighunte a ciry 10 gt againft ir, jhen
proclaim pescr unto ir—--  Ard herein Jep-
thaf payed Ohedience to that Law, when he
went forth againft the Children of Ammon, in
that he ficht Expofinlared with them, Fads, 11.
15, £%0,

5. THEY omght to make War, wih aresord
ro Peace. It istheir Duty to maintain a placa-
ble Spirit 3 then, when they are put upon it to
fhew the moft fevere expreflions of Heflility.
There is neceffarily a great deal of Severity to
be fhewn in binady Battles, and Depepulations,
which are the unavoiduble Effeéts of War ; but
1t onftht ever to be tempercd with Humanity,
Tt waus the Charge which the Prophet laid to
Ifracl, when they had the better of the 7etos,
2 Chron. 28 0. Belold, bevayfe the Leord God of
your fathery was wrorh wich Fadab, be bath de-
“vered into your band, and ye bave fluin them in
a rage that reacheth wp wnso braven, It looks
like a bloody Difpofition, to draw the Sword,
and throw the Scabbard away, (as one words it, )
i.e. Torelolve the utmoft Cruelty: To flay
Women and Children in cool Blood, is 4 thing
which ordinarly will admit of no excufe. The
End of War is to fubdue aniufulting Adver-
fary, and to procure for them{elves Safety from
their Oppretlions; and not to lay the World
wafte, and to fill Places with nething but ima-
ges of Horror and Deftlation.

AND thefc are the principal things which Iy
upon Cival Rulers ip refpedt to wer,

( IV.) THEY coght to take Care to prothove
the owrwerd Freofperity of their People. This
indecd 1s one thing thqt bElnllgs to, or commes
under the Haking of Tood Laws, and leeirg to
the uft Execarien of them ; bat it hath a jecr-
liar Confideration in it, 2nd imay therefore
come nnder 2 Jiftinét Head : And if they are
Fatbers indeed, they will dofire, confhlt, and
take delight in the Wealth of their Subjedéts 5
and indeed, in fo doing, they do provide for
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their nwn Grandeur,  And tor thisend, icis
their Duty to encrarage oll Honeft Callings,
which are the way to Profperity ; and to ye-
move fuch Blocks amd difbcuragements as are
wont to give Cheek therein. And hete,

. BY maimigining of Mem's Properties
By all means fecuring and preferving of Men’s
Rights from being invaded, and being difpos
fod of Arbitrarily without Law. Mot but
¢hat cvery Man according to his Abiliry,
owes 4 dug Proportion ta the Support of the
Government, whereof he isa Member, (as
will attzrwards be confidered ; ) but iris fit-
ting, that every Man (hould be able ro call
his Fftate hisown, and have the dilpoful of it
according to Equity  'This isthe way ro pro-
mote Induftry, which is the readieft courle o
get Wealth, in the Ordinary Providence of
God, ( Prov. 1o. 4.) for evety Man naturally
fecks Advantage by what he doth, the Prof-

oft whereof ftimulates him to uftdndultry,

2. BY taking effectual Courfes, thar ldlenets
be prevented. It is God's Command, that
every Man {hould have a Lawtul Calling, and
be Diligent in iy and it 13 incambent on Ru-
lets to take Care that Mculo do: Iris the
Procept in, 2 Thel 3. 10, Toar if any would
ot work, meither jhowld be ear. 1dle Perfons
are Drones, that Live upon the Haney, bur
make none, and fhould be driven from the
Hive, i. ¢ They are duly to-be Punited
Where 1d]¢ Vagrants abound, Poverty will
come on fuch Places ag anarmed Mano leis
true, fome God Providentially difableth from
Labour; and for fuch,Care ought 1o he taken;
buat when Men can, and will not Labour,
they fhould be confirained to i. Hirherro
belongs the Care that is to be uled, that Chil-
dren be feafonably put out to Learn {ome ho-
neft Calling, and not fuffered togo about the
Srrects, from Door to Door, Beggingor $-cal-
ing 3 and it Parents arc (o Brarith as to neg:
left them,the CivilAuthority ought to dilpole
of them. Hitheero alfo belongs the prevenc-
ing or {upprefling of fuch things #5 are the
oceafions 0}' Higncls, and necdlefs Expence,
piz. Private Houfes of Entetiainment, where
Perfons fpend their Timeand Money, and
learn all manner of Immoralities ; as allo, the
amneceffury and imprudent multiplying of
Publick Houfes, where {o much of precious
Tims is {pent, to no profir, but lofs; where
Drinking and Gaming exhaults Mens Sub-
ftance, aund brigs itl Habits upon them; and
to allow this, undcr pretence of giving de-
cayed Perfons an Opportunity to Suppott
themfelves, is the way to Roin a greatmany
for the Maintenance of one; and is therefore
a thing cried cutof, in all well ordercd Go-
vernments. i

5. BY adue Wirnefe bora againfi Thetis
and Robberies, Whete thefe abound, aFeo-
ple are Impoverifhed, and Men d:fhearined
i their Employments.  Care ought theretore
to be ufed o prevent them 3 and when thay
are detedted, there ought 2 Terror be put upon
athers.as well asaTeltimony born agawmft them.

AS to thut Cue, everher Thefy muy b
pantbed wih Dead?  1ghall only oblerve,
that we conftdered boefore, that Penalcie, urs
te: be tuited roths Poblick Salety : And thore
tare the Tudicial Law of mafes doth not ty up
Lawgivers in this, but the Publick Reesilny
is ro deicrmine ;. MNeverthelefs, there oupht
to bea difference made, in the kind und de-
gree of Thett 5 and Neeefiey 15 wot o be
pretended Uwaccsflurthy 3 and it looks init-
feif, as if there were a difproportion between
Life, and the oetward things of it Rafides,
thatis an Oblervation which fome Have made,
viz. ‘That ic is experienced, thut there are
fewer Robheries commirted in fueh DPlages,
where {bme more ealy Punithmuenes are in-
ficted, than where Theft is punithed with
Dearl; and thar it hach rather hardned than
rersified fuch as hive tallen into (his urkap-
p - Couwle, and rendred them defperate: Hew-
ever, it iscerraip, that fuch 2re intolletable
ina Civil Suate 3 and the Profperity and Safe-
ty of th. whole, requires, thur they be vigo-
rouflv fuppreft,

(V) THEY ought inalt things, tofer ax
Exampie of Ribtecifnefs and Iolinefs befire
their  Trople, We oblzoved, that the greatc
Fnd of Civil Government, is to preferve both
the Tables of the Moral Law, which God
kath hetralted all vhele withal, to whom Ci-
vil Autroricey 15 commited ¢ And the Realon
is, hecaufe they are cidained of God lor this
End. and Rule tor bim 5 as ke {2id, 2 Chron.
12, &, Take beed whbar yedo o for ye julge not
Jor man but for the Lerds  And aleho’ they are
Tet over Men, Yer are they God's Servamis,
and a5 ruuch under the obligation of Obeadis
ence to Him, as the meanclt Sobject 5 wpon
which ac-ount, they have nomore Liberty 1o
clear themfzves o trunlerefs the good and
rizhteous Eaws of God, which ought to be the
Puriern of all cheir Laws than any other sand
are equally obnoxious to God's Difpleafure 5
MNiy, Uheir Tranfgreiion is in many refpedds
agoravared on account of the high Sration
which they are advaneed unto; they are guil-
tv of mrecater Ingravirude w Gaod, whe nath
Honoured them with Preferment, and pus on
them an [mvae of His Authority, which is
herchy defpifed 5 and the Name of God fuffers
mote emineurly from chem, i they viclare
His Precopts, inalmuch as they are moere in
th Ti:hc and ohfetved.  David’s 8in is fo ag-
grivited, 2 $um. 12, 14 By rhis deed thou bafl
given grear acesfion 1o ihe encnies of the Lord co
Blagpreme.  And their Example is more con-
fpicuous and inftucacial,  The Posr could fay,
Regiv ad Exemplum, B The Practice of Ru-
lers is like to he a Puttern which many will
lay hefore themCives, and will more readiiy
follow it, than the Laws,  Ic will be vaig
therefore ro make Laws, and put fevere Sanc-
tions to them, if they prove Cob.webs, und
great ones, ot Men in Power, can bteak them
when they pleale . Nor indeed will Rulers
have the Courage to f2e that good Laws be

duly Exccured upon Qffenders, if chey rthem-
fxlves
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filves do live in the violation of them ; and
will expofe them{elves to the greaterContempt,
if they (hould eflay to put them in Execution,
inafinuch, as they herein make it to appear,
that they do uot pay a real relpect to the Laws
themf{elves.

WHEREAS, on theother hand, If they fut
e good Example, and do prattically pay a defe-
rence to their wholefome Edicts, by a carefull
Conformity of themnfelves thereunto, they will
greatly encourage thofe that are Honelt and
Good, and gain great Love and Refpedt from
them ; and will put a greater Terror upon thofe
that are Vicious, and have no good Principle
of Obedience in them, as expeting uct to
Efcape the fuffering of the Civil Cenflires, in
cafc they come under their Cognizance : And
this will alfo encourage them with the greater
Confidence in all their Adminiftration,and make
them the more impartial, and ftop the Mouths
of all that would otherwife be apt to Cenfure
them. It was to Men in Authority that the
Apn®lz s fuppoled to give that Reprimand,
Roan. 2. 22, Tk thar fayeft a man fhouid
ror commit adulrery, doff thow commir adultery?
thowe ghar abborreft 1dofs, do thea commis facri-
fedge ¢ Wiereas, It was a good Argument of
Conviction, that Nebemiah wfed with them,
Nebosoro. It was fr this reafon that God
commanded, that the King himfz1f {hould write
a Copy of the Law, and keep it by him, Deus.
17. 18,19, It is therefore a token of God's Kind-
nefs 2nd good Will 1o a People, when He be-
ftows fuch upon them in the Magiftracy; and
faith, that becan(z he loved His People, He
gave them fuch to bear Rule over them, who
are Wife & Faithful, and ftudy by all means to
advance the Glory of God, and the Welfare of
the Subject inall things. And Godis to be ac-
knowledged in 1t, and praifed for ity for itis
by Him that Men are fet up, whofoever be the
Inftroments of it. ~ As on theother hand, it is
an Argument of His Wrath, when there are
thofe given to them, who regard not Righteonf-
nefs, but are themielves Wicked, and Oppref-
fors, and do either by Example or Connivance
encourage Lead Men, and {uffer Leudnefs and
Violence to prevail; it being both it ftlf a
Judgment, and opens a door talet in more and
more fearful Froits of God’s holy Revenge.

LET us then pray hard to Him, whois the
God of the Spirits of all flefh, that lie would
always fet over the Congregation of His People,
fuch Men to go out and come in before them,
who thall, like David, lead them with the In-
tegrity of their hearts, and Skilfullne(s of their
hands 5 wha fhall Judge uprightly, and walk in
their Integnity; that {o Jultice may go down cur
Streets as a Flood, and Righteonfnefs as aRiver.
And let us Blefs God for fuch, as the precions
Tolens of His Benignity to us 3 and this be
Eumb!y Recommended ~to fuch as are vefted
with Civil Authority,as that which will be their
Hanour and Happine(s : God will thus teftify
to His Acceptance and  Approbation of them,
and all geod Men will Love and Honour them ;
and thuswill they be the vepairers of our Brea-

chis, and reftorers of Paihs to dwell iny and
their Names thall be had in precions remem=
brance, when they are dead and gone; and af-
ter Generations will have canfe to (peak of them
with an henourable mention, and erect Monus
ments for them 1n their hearts, which thall
outlaft Marble it felf.

[Jawvary 11. 1703 ]




