frem vieleace and wrong 5 That the liheral
tducarion of Clildren be enccuraged 5 That
tholewho defetve well be Rewarded, and
Wickedne(s be punithed : When by fuch
Laws as thefe, they do as far as can be pro-
vide for a Peoples Yelicity they are veryGaood.

A S to the Queltion, Wherher Civil Rulers
pavs Power 1o ake Laws obour the Religious
Worfbip of God, end Heretical Dolfrines ¥ 1
fhall only Anfwer, Whatfoever may troly
fosve to the Peace and Tranquiliity of the
Peopic comes within theirreach, agrecable to
the Kule of Reafon, and the Word of God,
Now, no'People can do well witheut Religi-
on, nor can they do well without the True
Religion, Publick Judgments are often bro't
for Irreligion, and fulfe Worfhip, when role-
sated ; and Who (hoold-refirain it bur fuchas
Tave the Civil Sword put into thelr hands by
3od : Thoft therefore were the Leaders in the
Reformation, recorded in Scriptute, and pu-
nifhed Offenders in this kind,  Civil Rulers
do receive their Authority from Ged, and ate
o uf: it fot Him; which how fhall they do,
if they fafter His Aruibutesto be Blafohemed,
His Name to be taken in vain, Fis Warlhip
1o he defiled, His Ssbbaths to be profancd,
His Truths to he perverred, Tho' tburciore
they have o Warrant from God, to Coinany
New Artictes in the Religion which He Him-
fo1f hath revealed ; nor to appointany New
Initiintions in I1Ls Worthip, which alone be-
Yongs to the Kingly Office of Chrft (and it
they thould do fo, His hely Tealoufy would
he incenfed againft them, ) yet their Power
is Circd Sucray and they ought to provide that
the Houfe of Ged be buile Ris Worlhip up-
held ; the Minifters of His SanCtuary be fup-
porred 5 all Affronts againft His Sacred Ma-
Sefty be duly born witneis againft 5 and all
Heretical Doftrines which are 41 any time
broached, be fupprefled, And how can this
be doae, mnlefs there be Laws adapred tothele
tads * Wichout this, they cannot provide
thac their Subjefts may lead quiet and peace-
able Lives, in all Goditnefs 3 but there muft
te endlefs Schifms and Deftraitions in the
Chureh of God.

[7se WIIAT need have wethen, to Pray
to God Jor eir Ruters, inthis Regardy That
He will put His Spirtt upon them ; and af
Ford them the direttion of His holy Spirie,
Thar they may have a right dilczrning of
thefz Thivgs, und sn Heart {trennoutly engi-
med, thus to promove the trae Wellure of the
People under their Charge.

[NovrMEER 14
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SERMON CLXXXII.

{11) T HEY ought to take care for the
. L Execcwion of Good Laws, accor-
ding to Fgairy, This alfo is incumbent on
che CivilMagiftracy, althongh the Duty deth

Lettures upon the

Queft. LXIV.

n ot lv alike In a1l redpudds on all in Authotis
tv, bur on every onzin the Stacien which be
beass in the Civil Governmenr, We betore
ohierved, that for the maintensnee of good
Orderin the Body Politick, there is a Legif-
Jative, and an Exceutive Power bhelonging to
the Magiitracy, both whereof are peceflary,
nor can they be well {vparased without nna-
voidable mifchiet.  To Geovirn withourLaws,
brings an Arbirrary Government, Which Is
unreailonable s and opens the way to Tyramny,
by eXpofing the Ettace, Liberty and Lite of
the Subjedt, tothe Will of the Rulers, who
ate (inful Men, and liabl; to Prejndices 5 and
no Man is fafe, ot Knows when or how to keep
himielf clear from Civil Cenfures: And the
end of Laws which is to mraintain Equity and
Juftice, cannct pothbly he advanced exeept
due Care be taken that fuch Good Laws be
duly put into Exceution, Laws thatare mada
or ufed, only as Scarecrows, will foon be de-
fpifed; and the Law-makers themielves. be
quickly contemned, and their Authoriry difs
tegarded. A Law is properly an Inftrument
of Government, and all the Good it doth is
hy being applied to the End of it, whichis
to encoutageVettae and fupprefs Vice ywhich
is atrained by letting Men Kknow, tlme it is
made inearnctt; elie the Sword 15 born whol-
ly in vair, Itisthercfore to be oblerved, thar
as there are Perfons to whom it belongs ro
make Laws, 1o there are fuch as are beriuft-
ed wich the difpenfation of thern, whoare in
Seriprute-Language called Fadges: And tho'
the fame Perfons may be employed in both,
{ the Prudence whereot will admit of 2 dif-
pute, ) vet they doit not under the fame con-
fideration. There is a Power of appoinming
Judges ot Julticrss and chere is a Power velt-
¢d in the Yerfons {o appoinced, who are pext-
1y to Exccute the Laws, by verrue of the Au-
thority thus conveyed to them; and thereis
fomething incumhent upon each of thele, to
recnder the Government juit and equal:  And
thefe mav be confidered feverally,

[1.] IT belongs as 2 Duty on Lawgivers,
to take utmolt Cave, that Fufl Laws may bave
a due Execurion. We formerly ob{trved, that
it is incumhbznt on them o fee that their Laws
be Righreous and Goed 3 elfe if the Law be
Unjuit and Oppreffive, they will be guiley of
all the Injory that s done by the Exveution
of it, becanfe they Command ity but they
have an Infpeilion over che Application alfo.
Ard here are principally thefe Duties,

(v T appornt Perfons firly qiealificd for this
Por.” Al Men are not capable of faltaining
fuch a Charge, nor will Birth or Wenlth
pextly fornith thems but thers are peculir
Gifts & Vertues neceiliry to he found in dueh
as have To great aTraft put upon them., febra’s
Advice which he gavero Jlofer is very com-
prehenfiveol thisbuty, Excdas o1, Thow fhalr
provide out of all the people, able men, fuh as

Yo Ged, men of trah, bating covetoufmefs:

The wifel of Men may be deceived in the
Chara®er of others; however fuchare to D2
: foughy
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fought for ; thcir mul% be able men, Heb._ﬂfﬁ; -

of might, which 15 not always a}{p]ii‘t_l to bod:-
ly Suength, which isno necetlary 'Qll?ili!‘rcta-
tion of a fudge 5 butoften to Strength of Mind,
and comprehends under it hoth Refolution and
Coucage, and Ability to fearch into a Caufe,
and skill in the Laws ; that {othey may put
a differcnce between Right and Wrong, They
mult-be fuch as Fear Gad, whichwill nflucnce
them to Rightconfnefs, as knowing they moft
give an Accnunt to Godl 5 and having a Princi-
P’[c in them, which will not f'u_ﬁc:r t.h_x:m to do
gny Injuftice, but u}akc them lzjlj?artl_a]. The
maft be Men of Trarh, i o of Fidelity, for (o
the Word 1 frequently nfed ; which will majke
them [earch out mitters to the bottom, aad
Tudazaceording as the Canfe is, laying afide
refpedt of Perlfios. And Lhe){ malt bue Chus-
toufnef, wich wﬂ? make them {hom te taks
Bribes, to blind their Judgments.

{2.) TQ bear « due Leflimony againi? fuch as
c‘ﬂ?‘?‘y‘ﬂbfmjbfv“ umuurﬂ"u{y in rf)ﬁ'u'. Trufl. ‘This
allo belongs to the S‘}pex‘mu‘r ine_x‘ ha Gaverns
fnent - Men may upon Trial be found to be in-
fuflicient to bear their 1"lzu§e,and mainage them:
{elves very unworthily mit; they may opprefs
the Innocent, and let Criminals efeape, and
not hear the Pleas of the Widows and Father-
1cfs; certainly fuch, upan due Information,
ought at leaft to be diftonntenanced, and not
be fuffered to bave any more advanrage o to
4o, but he whally dilabled.  We find what
Duvid refolved to doin his Kingdom, Ff/, 1ot
2,5 and 7506, Thele ought to I2t all tuch
know, that if they Trantgrels their Charge,
they thuil fiud no Pratetionliom them.

{21 THE Dutics of f«.fgf{ themlelves,
which theyare to follow in all their Admiuniftra-
tions, arc deverfe 5 the chiel whereof are fich
as thele 5

1. THEY ouzht iw general, 1o bave a dug re-
ggrd 7] j’aﬁit‘t and ’ﬁf[ﬂf}' TI]E Law_ iS, ar
ought to be a Rule of Righteonliefs; this there-
fore *tis his Dty to lay au the Foundation ofu ]
his Adminiftrations, and firmly refolve to take
all his meaflres according to it; and that he
will take heed, that he do no unjuft thing 3 o
did ke, Plal. 75.2. When [/half receive the con-
gregavion, Lwidl padge wprightfy, "Lhe diftindti-
on ludeedbetween Jultice and Equity Is very
nice, the’ Lkaow Luwyers make avery great
ome 5 and for that reafhn are Conrts of Eyuity
erctted, 1o abate the Rigour of Law Fuftice, in
Cafes wherein Perfons ¢lle would fuffer WTONg.
But in a Moral fenfs, all Luws are to be calen-
lated by the Rules of right Refon y and if {5,
thev are both Ya/t and Fypwel: Andtho” Men
throogh the mifipprehenfion of the reifon of
things, may bein an Error in the application s
yer Judges onght to interpret them in every
tiing that s dubiaus, by this general Rule ; for
they are o do Jultice apd Judoment.

A8 to that Queftion, Whertber o Tudge is
fownd to Execate a Law, which be iy convinced
to beinir felf Unrighteous ¢ It would take up
too much time todifeafs it diftinétly 5 all that
Iy s, They ase to Judge for God rumanily 5

A embl_;’s Cdft’d‘é;? "

Grg

and He loves Righteonfiiefs, and hatesIniquity 4

and we are told concernipg Lpgh, Prov. 17. L5,

e that jufliflth 1l wicked, amd he thar cotw
demaesh ibe juld, even ibey batl are spomwination

to the Lord, And, they that thisk fiych a Man
hath two Conftiences, .a Publick and a Private,
will find it & grand Cheat one Day, when they:
thall {tand before the great Tribpnal, But there
18 great Prudence neceilury, to be uled in fuch 2
Cale.

2. PHEY oughs tg have 4 pecufiar regerd. to
the duqws of the Goyernuent, po which they ferves
‘Tho' the Law ofGod is-the. Rule.of his Coty=
foience, winch he eught by no rmeans to tranfs
grelsy and that Law exteads, gnd fets bounda
to all his Adtions, in every Relation hie bearg
amoug Men ; yet the Law of the Government
15 that to wihich he iy to xefer all Jis Juridical
Alkiong, and they are to be beunded by it, and
that on a double Acceunt, He is to execute glb
the wholfome Laws of i, dccording as there ig
oceafion for it offered to himt 5 and this he is 1y
do becaule the Oath of God is upan him, whick
1y 2 Solemu tye lying upon his Confuience, thark
whicl there can be 1o fEronger Qbligation -
mong Men 5 as alloy, becauiz"he is @ Minifter of
God, as well as of Men, appolated for this very
end, Row. 13.4. God theretire and Men cxpect i
of him 5 and the Civil Tranquillity hath nolit-
tle depeudance uponit.  He is alfo ta be limi-
ted by the Law in all the Fxecutions of his ()
fice. ” Confider him as a Judge, and he bath nw
Authority to make Laws for his Dircétion, fop
they are already made to his haud, and he e
bonnd to them. It isan unexceptionable. R ule,
that where there 1s no Law, therc i3 no Tianiz
greslien, and coufequently no Punithment doe ¢
And the’ if a Man waafares the Law of God,
a Judge may and ought as a Chriftian to rebuke
him for it 5 yetif there be no Law of Man, he
cannot mlictany Civil Punifhment upon him
uor willit be his defuult, but the blame of Law-
mak.rs, if he go unpanifhed, in cafethe Tref=
pafs be fich, &s requires thatit be born wimne(s
againft by the Civil Puwers ; which, when it is
fo, was formerly taken notice of,

3. TQ Jeards w0l botem of the Caufe thar
comes atider bis Chgaisance. Ho ougl:t to avoid
all rath Judgment, and not to determine » Cala
hefore he uth heard it : We are therefore ad-
vifed, Prov. 18 13, He thar anfwereth a morser
before be huarety ity it is folly and foame wnto
bime,  And 25.2, It ir ibe glory of Ged te con-
ceal 2 1bing : but the bancur of ‘kings is o fearch
eut a tmalter.  ‘There are many Caufes, that
come befure Civil Judges, which are intricate
and perplexed ; andthe matters themfelves lye
muc}l out of fight, and the right determinatiog of
them is a marter of great weight, wherein Mon's
Eftates, or Reputation, orlaves are concerned s
fuch things as thefe are not to be flightly pal-
fed over, but cavvaffed throughly.  Thistherc-
fore was one thing wherein b vindicated his
Integrity in this regard, 7ob, 20. 16, There are
a great many Tiicks, and Covers, and fajp
Plexs that Men will make ip their own Caufe,
te blind the Caule, and puta fallk Face nponit f

Ani
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and 1t requires great Skill, and a diligent Ap-
plication of it, to fetitin its true light, topre
went and deteét all Fraud & wroMg Judgment 4
and if he is not critically Cautions 1n this he
may eafily pafs 2n Unrighteous Sentence, which
he will have caule to repent of, whenit may be
too late to remedy,  and bring vpon himfelf a
Gualt which is not eafily wiped ot

&, VE eughi-10 bave a fpecial regard to right
the Feor amd Helplefs, againft their Rich and
Forenr Oppreffors,  The Mean and Defpifed
who have nene elfe toftand up for them, an:i
right them, are expofed to wrongd and injuries,
and every one will be ready tocrofh and tread
them under the fost of Iufelence : Thefe there-
fore haveno other, under God, to make their
Cafe known to, but fuch as have the Aunthority
of righting them, put into their hands. God
hath therefore in his Word, given fpecial Charge
#o fach, to take Care of thefe 3 hence that in,
Phal. 62 3,4. Defend the posr and fatberle]s
do juflice 10 the afflited and needy,  Deliver «be
poor antd needy o rid ibem our of ihe bend of e
svicked,  Heuce that Warning given to fuch,
Prov, 24, 1102, If thow forbear 1o deliver thenm
#har are drawa unio death, and thofe that are
weady ro be flan o If thow fuyet, Bebold, we knew
we mor = deik Ane be thar pondererh the heari con-
Jider 1t ? and be thar keepeth sby foul, dotb zot
be know ir ? and fhall ner be render 1o gvery man
aceording ta bir works ?  And this is the com-
mendarion given of Ss/omon’s Reign, who was
fherein a Type of Chrift, Pfal.yz 12, 13, 14
For b fhail desiver the needy when be crieih - 1he

aor alfo, and bios that bath nobelper. e fall
Jpare the peor and ncedy, and Jhaif fuve the foals
of the needy, e fhail redeewn their foul from
deceit and vioience :and precivs all their blowd
be in bir frgbe.

s. HE is to allow a fair Hearing to all Par-
2ies, whofs Canfr comes beforehim, "Lhere are
Two forts of Caoles which Lelong to the Cog-
Lizance and Determination of Civil Judicatare,
wiz, Matters Criminal or Capiral 5 and Matters
of Controver [y between Man & Man: In cither
of thefe it is his Duty to fuffer the Party accu-
fed to Plead for himf{clf, and bring whatfoever
he can in hisown Defence, and have au Ear
open tohim, as well as the Accufer or Plantiff'5
and not to Judge before he hath heard what hoth
{ides have to alledge for themfelves, déls 3.
14.) He ought therefore to fhew no manner of
Partiality during the "Lria},muel lefs to becomng
an Attoruey for the oncagainft the other. dudi
altgram partem, wasa Gaying frequently in the
Mauth of a Pagan Judge.  And another could
fay, I have Two Ears, when T fiz 1o bear any
Caufe. n matters between the Prince and the
Subject, he onght to lct the Subject haveas full
a Hearing and with us much Candour as him
who pleads on the Princes behalf; andin Mat-
ters between Man & Man he is to give the Poor
as free Audience zsthe Rich, the Meun as the
Noble Man. Nor ought the Plantiffs fair and
planfible colouring ofthe matter, Prenccupy or
Y'rejudice his Judgment, much lefs Determine

“it; but he maft maiatain as fice and open a

Spirit to reeeive what the other hath to hring
in his own Vindication. It1s a Vulgar rpeech
and True, OUse Man's Coufe is Goid, 114 ano-
ther be beard  Aud it aprees with that of the
Wile Man, Prov. 18. 17, He rhar is firiinbis
own caife, jeemeth jufty bus bis nerghbosr cosia
ethrand fearcheih bim. He ought net therefore
to be frightned with hard Wordsand Menacing,
but entertained wath greateft Candour @ {hus
did Fofbwa accoft deben, when he fur in Judgs
ment upon hitm ; &s, Fob, 7. 19,

6. HE ought to proceed in fudgment, $zcun-
dum Allegata & Probata, & £, according to the
Narure of the Things alledged, and the Lvidencs
which 1s produced, for the making of it a Legal
Truth.  And there ar¢ two things which do %e—
long to this Head.

(1.) THY, matrer of Fal mufl be lrgally pro-
ved. 1t1s not enough that the Perfon beaccufed,
and Matters never 1o unjult alledged againft
him ; but there muft be Evidence brovght m
againlt him, which thall eccerding to Righte-
oufnefs make 1t to appear that it is,+d Hominem,
a plair and undeniable Fruth.  1f 1t were eno’
to Accafe, who fhould be Innocent # Eut ip due
Froof, 1t ltands a Truthjn Law, ner will the
denial of the other Perfon invalidate ity for 14t
be enough to Deny, who fhould be Guilty ? Now
the ordmary way te Evidence things of Falt
i Civil Courts, is, by Humaue Teftirony 5
the' Artificial Arguments are of ufe; and here
Gud hath regnired, that in one Cale, there moit
be at lealt Tws Witnefles, for the Convidtion of
a Perfon, or making a Thing legally Trne.

AS to that Cale, Whether One Wirnefs will
nor fufiice i fome Cafes ¢ T Anlwer 1n a word,
That all Cafesarealike ax to Evidence, and
Ciod hath wilely provided, that becanfe One
Man’s Credit is, of it {elf, a= good as anothery
in this point, there {hould he Two Wituefles;
and therefore that Law was Moral which sequi-
red this ; e When thereis nothing elfe to prave
the matier, & this muft be toan Individual Fatt,

A8 to the Cafe, How farithe Man's cwn
Confrffron wili Convill bim? Tt may be replied,
That the Word of God allows it in {ime Cafes 4
but then the Perfon moft be clear, fuil and free
in it ; not evidently under the pewer of Melan-
cholly » And the Civil Law allo well provides
both that oo Cenfeflions thall be extorted, and
that the Matter of Faét Confefled {hall be No-
toricus. Hence 1tis wholly unlawfol to put
any to the Rack, to draw out a Confefiion from
thems becaufe it is u fearfull Punifhment, and
an horrible Tijury to an Innocent Perfon 5 and
fich is the Perfon in the Queftion, till legaily
Couvicted, in the account of the Law,

(2.) THE Refation which rhe matter of Falz
brars 1o the Law, muft be duly flated.  And Lere
alfo, 0o fmall Cauticn is requifite © A mat-
ter of Fadl may beproved, the Man may Le
legally convineed that the thing 1s oy bur then
it 1s anuther Queftion, Whaut reference it hath
to the Law ; whether he hath Tranforefied, and
fr made himfElf liable to the Sanétion ; whe-
ther he hath Injured his Neighbour, and fo

ought to make bim a Kepamation ! It was
proved
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ef ﬁemé{y’é Cavechifm,

proved againlt dbimelech, that he had fuc-
coured Dewd, when he Hed trom Saw/, but
not thar Le had therein tranfgretied any Law,
ina{much as Sea/ had never declared David
to be an Fnemy, and 3 Rebel againit the Clo-
Ycrament.

7. HE is 10 difallow el unnecefjary delays of
Fudgmeni. YU is trne, over precipitaney is on
the other hand to be avoided ; fuitable Time
js to be allowed for Men to provide for. the
Juftifying of theitCaunte ; bue fil] it is a great
Iduty, that matters be not needlelly defecrred,
aod this both in matters Crimipal, and in
Suits at Law : There may be mattets of Gui-
picion and Prefamption alledged apainit an
Innocent Perfon,which may unavoidably bring
him into Trogbie y tho' Care is to be uled as
Far us may be ro prevent it: However to fuf-
fer Lmprifonment, or be under Security, isa
fuffering. and therefore it ought notto be any
longer than need yoquires s but the matrer
as-loen.as can be, brought to an iffue, thar if
Lie be Innocent, he may be reftored to his
Lihercy and good MName; it Guilty, he
may Tulfer according to his'dm'nf:r‘it. And in
matrers of Suit, it is the Duaty of Judges o
bring maters to as Expedite anIflre as can
he, and not to confent to every crifling pre-
tence of Non Suirs, &%, and {o to keep things
in fulpence, 1itl the rightecus Perlon fufter
mote lofs and cxpence than his gained Caufe
wiil repair, and icftands him in more to te-
caver his juﬂ: dpe, than the tlung it felf 13
worth, It was Exemplary in that Roman
Yudge, Ats o5, 17. Therefore when they were
come hather, without any delay on the morrow I
fur ont the jadgment fear, and Icommanded the

“man o be b]mugb: forth,

8. HE ougbr 15 pronomnce the Sentence im-
partrally, withoui refped of Perfons, Tt was 2
Moral Precepe glven to Judges, in Lev. 19,13,
Te fhalt do w0 wnrighreonfncfs in judgment ;
thou fhalt ot refpeit the perfon of the poor, nar
hondur the perfont of the sighty + bat in righie-
cufnefs fhalt :Fm;;judge thy neighbonr.  And
Lieut, 1,168, 14, Hear iBe canfes berween yeur
breshren, and judge #ighteanfly between every
man and bis brother, and the frrapger thar o with
bim.  Tefbail not rofpell perfons in judpment,
bur you [Lall bear the fmall a5 well as the great,
yoid fazli-nor e afrazd uf the face of ek, _fur[tlu:
judgment isGaf's.  Acception of Perfons is
then finfal, when Men ate to he tricd in Law,
and the Judge inftead of keeping cxaftly to
the troe meaning of the Law, 15 byafled by
the confideration of fomething in the Perfon
himfbelt] o as o nogled or pervert the Law
for the fake of thar Confideration; and hers
it is nniverfally forhidden - It is neither to he
resarded tor the Poor or for the Rich, Some-
times 4 Man may be tempred to Soccour d4n
untighteousCaule, either from Confanguinity,
ot Frieadfhip, ar Fegrof the Perfon, leaft he
fhould do him fome injury in Revenge, of
becrule of fomelGift,of Rribe offered infecret
and fometimes, tho' this is more rare, to fa<
vour i Poot Man in Piry and Compathon 40

him, fuppofing him like to be ruined, in cafe
the Law be prafccuted upan him ; both of
thefe are contrary to the Jufiice reguired of
fiach; There is indeed nountaw ful Acception
of Perfons, in, things meetty Grarmitous, 2
Man may beftow his Favotrr at his difcrerioh §
bue in matters.of Juftice, ‘it is a thing abhot-
red of God, anid ot all good Men,

9. HE ii 10 provide that 11€ Senrence may be,
dity Execnred. The End of the Law will not
otherwife be obrained, bur indeed oxcluded,
There are indeed fubordinate Officers etploy=
ed for this ; hut it isincimbent on the Judge
to take dn ofedthal cousft that it be done, or
fuch as are trulted with it,” be doely borm
witnels ag2inft, on thei nepledt thetcof, Frev,
28, 17.

BUT here it may be enquired, Wheber
Cival duibarity #nay ot gremt a Dardon 10 ant
Offender, o :b{y Jee meet 1o exiend fuch a Fus
wonr 40 bim ?

TO this Treply, Thacno Judge asfuch, is
ipowred togive # Pardon to a Criminal, his
Provincy: being roadminifter Juitice, atéording
tolaw; and there is no difpeniatory Power
belanging to hiin in that Poit, It is alfo 2
grear Trach, that there are fome Crimes
which God hath definitely required of Men,
that they thall not thow the leaft Pity to the
Ferfon convited of them, asin the tife of
Marder, fore-mentidned, Gen, &, 8, And it
is farther to be ablerved,that the end of Laws
15 to pur away Guilt from a People, wherebyr
elle God would be provoked to bring his
Judaments upen chem ; and to be a Terror tor
others,tiat by the Execution of them, they miay
learn to fedr and avoid fuch things ; hoth of
which will bein 4 grear reafusc loft, by the
ealy forgiving of fuch Perfons

NEVERTHELESS, Thete. are, fome Cafes
fo circumftaneed, thar Extream Right would
be extream Wreng, and the Severity of the
Civil Law would appear to be Cruelty : And
when ivis o, s doubtlefs, that God harh
Indged in the fupream Power of 2 Peopls, 2
Prerogdtive, either tomirigate the Scverity
of the Sentence, or 1o take it ofF by a free Pac-
don : And thismorcefpecially, when the Law
it felf which' is wanfgreffed,is fuch as hothing
elfe makes it 2. Crime, but only the Civil Au-
thority ard Sanion s and the thing it felf
wonldelfe have been Lawtul ; though where
this Power is lodged, is according to the Con-
fitntion of the Goverdment.

Use THIS alfo gives us reafon to Blefy
God, ‘when He beftows fach judges upon ng.
And &alls upon-os to Prav 1o God, ThatHe
would infpire; or affift all fach, that they
may acguit themfelves fo, that Juftice and.
Judgment wmay godown ouriirectsas a ftreatn s
and then will God cven our 6waGod blels us,

[DeceMepER 14, 1703.])




