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SERMON CLXXXI.

E have confidered {omething ingeneral

conceruing the Civil Relation which
God hath placed between Magiltrates and their
Subjeéts ; and are now to proceed to take an
Account of theRelative Duties which God hath
required of each of thele,

Firft, THE general Comprebenfive Dty of
Maogifirates, 1s to exercife the Authority which
Cod bath befiored upon them, for the good of the
Subjeld,  As to that Queftion which hath with
fo much vehemency been difputed Iro & Com,
viz. Whether Magiftrates were made for ibeir
Feople, or the Feople for their Magiftraecs? It
is ennugh to {ay, that God conftituted this Qre
der of Men for the common Good of Mankind
and 1f it had not been for the need of the Peos
ple He had never appointed Civil Rulers over
them ; and He hath accordingly accomnodas
ted their Dutics for the beft advancing of this
End : And inthis regard, they were equally
made one for another 5 nor can they obtain a
Civil Happinels, unlefs they mntually conform
to the Will of God in this regard. Tt is un ho-
nony which God pats upon Men, when He calk
them to Publick Scrvice,  and they can then
culy honour Him in it, when tuey ufe it to the
Ends of the Precept 1 And he hath affured us,
that this was for the Good of the People aver
whom they are fét: Hence that, Rom. 13, 4.
For be is the minifter of God 1o thee for good,
And this Care of theirs, every the meaneft
Bulyelt hath a titleto ; and that is the reafon
given wity we onght 1o Pray for them, 1 Tim,
2, 2. And u1this is David commended for his
Exemplarinefsin his manzgement of his Royal
Authority, Ffal. 78, 72,

fr.] NOW that they may epply their Au-
thority, there are Two general Duties peculi-
arly incumbent onthem:

1. T O pet and maimain Cordial and entive
Louve for therr Subjeéfs. Love it thebond of
every Relagdon which God hath ord+ined among
Men s and 1f that fail, the Daties depending on
At will be negledted : Anditis a tender and
compatlionate Love that is hererequired, as will
appear by the Meraphoricat Tirles, which zre
u the Word of God, put upon Givil Rulers :
They are called Hesads, and their Suljedts are
the Members of the Body Dolitick, Fade 11..
Namb, 2513, Mic, 2.1, 11. and elfewhere.
And this net only in refpedt of Dignity 3 batal-
fo of nfluence.  And we are told 10 Fph.s. 29
For a0 man cver yer bared his own flefh s bar
nourifbeth and cherifieth it even as the Lord
the church. They are called Furbers, and their
Subjects their (hifdren: Hence that of Nazman's
Burvants, 2 Kiggr 5. 13, 1 dwmn 24 71, No-
ting that they cught to be tender 10 them as
their Childreny hence that Compellation, My
dor, Gen.az. 2g. Yoth. 7. 10 They are cal-
led Sdrpards, 1a. 44. 25, 63.71. fo denote
with what gentlenefs, they ovght to look aftex
their People.

2. TO apply this Love, in iaying out their
Study and Endeavonr for théir Gond, Civi] Mas
giftracy is 2 Buflnefs which God enlls Men to
employ thewfelves in.  The Charge of .4 Pegs
pleis = great Charge, and there ave 8 great
many things that go in to procyre their Trana
quillity and outward Felicity,  which requira
much Spud_rr to Contrive, and a great deal of Jne
duflry in the Profecutian 3 ané if they do o
deed fiitably effect them, it will put them up~
rit anxons Sollicitude in- the purfuif of thejr
Defipn. Loveisan altive Affetion, and it
caunot Iy flly but lay it (o1t out, and think i
can never doenough for it's Objed: And {nch
a Love as thiy did Solomon exprefs in that Clioite
which he made upon God’s Offer, 1 Kings 3. 9.
Groe therefore by fervane an zzndm;/Emding
beert, 1o judge tby pecple, thar 1 may difecrt
between good and bad ¢ for who i able so judge
thes aby fogrear a peaple ¥

[2.] MORE particularly, the things wherein
they wre to apply themfelves 1o provide for the
Good of their Subjects are foch ay thefe,

(I.) THEY oaght ta provide a Body of whel.
Jome and good Laws, 10 be the fixed Rulte af Gow
vernment.  We before obferved, that no Peos
ple onght to be Governed Arbitrarily, o accor-
dmgt to the Wills or Paffiens of Men, which
mult unavoidably be Tyrannical.  All Men
ought to koow, or at leaff have fulficient Means
to 1nform them{elves,on what Terms they ftand,
and whercin they may preferve themfelves fifg
from the danger of Civil Cenfures. There is
therefore a Legiflative, as well a5 an Execusive
Power belonging to Government,  which is to
be applied to the Enadting & Ratifying of fucly
Civil Ordinancey as are for the PublickBenefit.
And thefe Laws are not to be made meerly for
Men's Pleafure, but according to right Keafon 4
which isto take it’s meafures from the Pullick
Benefit, and the Rules of Righteoulpefs, which
the Light of Nature gives evidence 1o:  Hence
Wife Lawgivers do not only Ratify their E-
dicts with the Seal of their Authority, but Pres
face them with the Reafon on which they are
grouided,

AND here that C ASE may be biiefly con-
fidered, wiz,

Queft, WHETHER the Law given by Mo~
fes io ifrael, from ibe Mowih of GO, be the
Square according 1o which oll Humane Lows are
10 be meafar:d?

EY way of reply, I fhall only offer thelu
Confideratinns,

1. THE Laws given by Mofer were of three
forts, Moraf, Ceremonial and yudiciel, which
are therctore called Commands, Srormres snd
Judgmenrs, Thefe, the' they made but One
Body, yet came under adifferent confideration
both ssto the Rife and Reafon of them 4 snd
ulthough they proceeded from the fame Author,
yet were given upon difcrepant Acconnts.

2. HENCE to the right Refolution of this
Inquiry, thefe muft be confidered feverally 5
forit 15 certain, that the whole Law, corfidered
as one entire Syftem, was given to that People,
as peculiarly accommodated o them, under

FEfF their
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their Gireomftances, and b was appropria-
ted 10 them, being given to diffinpuilh them
from all other Peoplein the World,

HERE then,

1. ''HE More) Law famm’d up in the Ten
Commands, and dilated upon in feveral parti-
cular branches, was po other than the Law
given toMan in his Crearion, and was the Rule
«of Righteoufnels, and true Holipefs, and the
Rule of God’s fpecial Government of Men, ac-
cording to which he wis to be happy or mife-
1able. And this was the fame for fubltance
with the Law of Nature, and is therctore of
Perfonal force, having Mankind for the fub-
Jectof it. Vhis fet the whole bounds berween
Yight & wrong, and the Rationality of it was
fubfiribed to by Man's Confeicnce 3 all thefe
three Titles ‘belong to the Encomism of it,
Rom. 7. 12. Holy, Fuft, Goed. Fvery Trani-
gieflion of this Law is 2 Sip, and that in the
Gentiles, 55 wellas the Jews { hence that,Lev.
18, 27, 28, ) Hence, all Humane Laws are to
be direcied by this Law, fo far, as 1o make no-
thing 2 Tranfgreflion, but what is Condemned
by this, tequirc nothing of the Subjects, bat
what Is approved by this. For doubtlels, God
is the One Supream Law-giver, and all others
fAerive from Him, ( Fewrs 4. 12, ) Allthe
Heathen Law-givers pretended that they rve-
ceived theit Inftruftions from fome Deity ;
and the End of all Laws ought to be ulritnate-
1y the Glory of God, which cannot be paid
Hitn, but by the Conformity of them, to his
fised Law.

a. TOTTCHING the Cergmanial Latw, it {uffi-
ceth to fay, that it was purely Pofirive, and
mainly accommodated to the Firlt Table, or
the Worhip of God,and had a refpelt vo Chrift
who wus to cotne : He therelore being thadow-
ed by ir, % it being given to them to help their
Faith in waiting for Him who was the Sub-
ftance; they a1enow Antiguated and Aboli-
fhed, (asis fully proved, Heb 9.10.) And
a {ubordinate End of them being to make a
fcparation beuween Ifracl, and all other Peo-
ple, itmuft needs be appinpriste to them s
and this wall being putled down,iris no more
of any ule to them, ( Eph. 2.14. ) Nor hath
God given to any Authority in this World a
Liberty to Tubltitute any other fignificant Ce-
remonies of Weoilhip in their room,

7. WITH refpect tothe Fadiciai Laws, we
muft obferve, that thele were Appendices,
parrly of the Moral, partly of rhe Ceremonial
Law : Now fuch as,or {o far as they are rela-
ted o the Ceremonial, they are doubtlefs
Abolithed with ic. As, and as far as they bear
reipett 1o the Mural Law, they do, e2 Noaine,
require Obedience perpetaal,  and are there-
fore teducible to. Moral Pieceprs, only itis
obfervable thar fome were anly Indulgences ;
fuch was that out Savieur faith about Divorces
for any flighty Caufe ; and fo it did not eva-
cuats the Moral Precept about ir, Marb. 19.
8, 9. And give me leave with refpeét to thele
Laws, to digrefi fofay as to offer two Cauti-
ong,

1. THAT tho' frequently the Seal of So-
vereignty, I am re Lord, bca note of a Faf-
give Law 3 and when thereis a Realon given
of a Law, it is for the mott part Moral, vyer
this will not hold e/ways. - (God givesa Rua-
fon-why Afed fhould not be eaten, Levi9.14,
And vet itis certain, that chis was never a
Moral Prceept, but Pefitive; and there are
other parts in the Creature, 10 which the Lifa
is asnearly, and in {ome regards more nearly
concerned than the 8lwd, which arc not fors
bidden.

2. THAT there are fome Fadicial Laws, in
which the thing commanded or forbidden, is
Moral, and yet the Peralty annexed to jtig Le-
Jurve.  AllPenalties preferibed in any of the
Mofaical Laws, it Muol&, Corporal Punifh-
ment or Death, were Judicial, and belonged
to the Civil Government, Sacrifices only ex-
cepted, which were Ceremonial, and bhelong™d
to the Ecclefiaftical : Nowmany of thefe were
Arhitrary, and accommedated to the State of
the ltaelitifh Chuseh in thetr Seare of Bon-
dage. Now, tho’the open Tranfgreficns of
the Moral Law  came under the Cogni-
zance of the Civil Magittrate, yetall the fome
Penalties that were then appointed, ate not
now binding : Some indced were Moral, us
the DPeath of a Murderer, and without any
Ranfom ; and fome allo fuppefe rhat the
taking Aduliery aCapital Crime betongs hi-
ther : Bt others were proper only to the Time
and Stite of that People, as the Law abont
Profaring the Sabhath, Nwmb. 15. 31. €0

NOW the Legiffarive Power of Rulers, in
their making of Iaws is to be regulated by
theit Two general Directions, which they
ought ever to lav befors them in thelr De-
bztes and Conclulions, viz, That they be Righ-
reous, and Good : Thele two might be compres
hended in one, forthat whichis Righteousis
{1aod, and nething can be rruly Good, but
that which is Righreous. Nevervhelefs, there
may hefome diverfity in thele confideraiions,
which may therefore be look'd upen diftintty.

(1.) TUEY ovghe to'be very careful tomake
Righteows Laws, and no other.  This is inti-
mated in that, Prov. 8. 15, Priaces decree
Fuftice. Hence a Wo isdenounced by God a-
gainft fuch as make [Tarighterns ones I c.1.
Wo wnto them that decree uRtviehrcons decrees, and
thar write pricvonfncfs ubich, they have pre-
Seribed, God will rejedt Fellowihip with them,
Plal 94, 2o Shall the threne of smguiry have
feliowfbip withthee, whichframeth mifibief by a
Lo ? Now there is 2 dedle refDect in which
a confid cration is to be had ot Righteoufnefs
in the making Laws, viz. The AMarrer ahout
which it ismade, and the Saniions affixed to
it And in both of thefe,there may be a Ttanf-
greflion, if duc Care be not nfed.

L is here to be obferved, thatfor the ma-
Lirg of aLawto be an Inftrument of Gevern-
meut, it is not cnough that there be a Frecepr
givenby Authotity direéting and commanding
zhiv to be done, #hae ta be avoided , but thers
mult alfo be a Panaley annexed, elfe ic will
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hazard being defpifed,  Now in both of thefe
regands, Rightecufvels 15 curefilly o be cou-
fulted. . o

1IN refpelf of the Matter abest which i
ixmade s aud that 1s, whea vie Thing deereed 15
agrecable to tie Rule of K:‘,gbrmyjmﬁ. Nothing
ought to be reguired of the Subjeét i Obedience
to Civil Authortty, in the doing of which the
Law of God will be violated, and he difobejred.
Al Meoare Firftly Subjeéts to God, and there-
fore they are to have repard to Him, in all the
fubjection required of Men to them,  As they
Rule fromt Him; to they are to Rule for Him.
It js true; there are many - things which occur
in Providence; and are made neceflary by it,
for which there 8 no particulsr. exprefs Coni-
jnand in the Scriptures, but the Rule of Provi-
dence requires that It ke put into aLaw; aud
the general Rufes given will fufticiently war-
yunit it jand there are fuch thingsus thefe which
do frequently evene - Bor te Fnaét any thing
avhich 1s Repugrant te the reveuled Will of
God, and dizeclly oppofethu Negative Precept
of the Moral Law, which is given withane Li-
mitation or Exception, s utterly unlawful 5 and
for the Geme Reafon, the Light of Natare is to
be confvlted and follewed ; and | that general
Rude is well to be yegarded 1u making Lews, as
in any other thing, Matth. 7. 12, 4/ thiaes
whaijuever ye would thar men do 10 your; do ye
even fo 1o them: foratus is the Jaw wnd ihg pros
fheise Normght any Law 1o be made to tole-
rate any real Wickednels, under any pretence
whatfoevers for theCommand of Gad forbids us
to do Evil, that Good may come of it.

2. IN refpeld of the Saitions anmexed 1o the
Lews made,  As there ought to be Fanélinns,
elic the Law will nar advance the Endof ity
{ whereas we are told, z Pet, 2. 13, Subwmi

our  felves 10 every ordinance of muen fry (he
Lord’s fake.} und tho there may bea Latitude
left in fome things, 0 be difpenfed according
to the Prodence of the Judges, ¢ rhough that
ought not to be unlimited, but within dueFounds)
fir there is aregard tobe had to the Merit of the
Crime, i the proportioning of the Penalt y. It
was u miffake in Drace the Lawgiver, that he
reckoned'all Sin equal,  and therefore made
every Crirme Capital, whenee he was {iid o
write all lus Laws in Blood; and the' it be g
Truth that the lealt 8in defirves Dewth from
the hand of Gad, et it doth not fov from Men,
‘The end of Civil Laws 1s to preferve Mankind
m Onder, and 1 that vegard, Sa/us Fopuir off
Supreaa dcx,  And God himBlf appointed in
ihe Law givento Hracl, different degrees of Pe-
nalty, acconding to the Natwe and apgravati-
on of the Crimes.  Severity therefore is 1o be
duly tempered with Lenity tu Laws, left other-
wife they fhould bave atinéture of Croelty.
To this Righiweoulnefs allo belongs the pravi-
ding for Commutative Juftice between Men,
by Laws which may defend Men from Wrong
sud Injury by their Meighbours, in their Lile,
Chaltity. Eftate or Reputation,

(2 ) THEY onght to tuke heed tn make
Goad Laws and only fach, And thy' unled they

be Righteons,they cannot be Good 5 yetthere ia
fomething mere that cojnes under this coufide-
ration { And we do not here confider. Goodnefy
under a Metaphyfical Notiop, but that which
1s Moral and Political. | It is uot their. Goods
nels i themlelves, but a8 they are 2 Medinm
to promove the proper End of Gavermnent  and
that is, the well-being of the whole, and cvery
part of ir: Anditiﬁiuthisrdj‘:{*ﬂ that, the Law
which God gave to His ancient People, 15 o
often faid to be Good Nehoo, 13, Plal 119. 29,
Mic. 6.8, Care onght thereforcia be uled, thag
the Welfare of the Body be defigned, and thag
tae Law be a fuirable Medinm,- ( laving 2 Ra-
tional tendency nit; 1o the advancement of it}

A5, to that contraverted Queftion, Whctber
Civil Rulers bave a poweer 1o aiske Laws about
Lhings bndiffevens ¢ [ hall only fay s i
general, vz, That we muft diftinguifh betweern
Power as 1rrefpedtstne Submiiion due from the
Subjet, and as 11 is under the Divige Ordinance
and Regulation : We muft alfo diftingnith be-
tween a thing Iodifferet in ir (8If, and inir's
Circumnftances © And then 1t may eafily be re-
fulved, that God hath given Civil Rulers Au-
thority to make noother Laws, than are for the
Gond of the Government ; fi: that if they Enaék
any athet, they Tranfire(s their Commisiion
frem God, and are acconutable to Him for it 5
and do not curry 1t as Fathers to their People.
And though ju a Moral finfe, there arc things
which thenifelves are of « 1ndd]e Natore, and
Man 1s ar liberty cither to do them, or avoid.
them 3 and in that {enfe tiiey are neither CGood
nor Evil, and fo they cannot be the proper Mate
terof a Law, it bemg effential to 2 good Law,
that 1t be for the Gond of thoft for wiom it is
made ; and to limit fhe Subjcet in things law-
fulin themielves, meerly pro driitrin, i Qp-
prefiion. Bue thefe things may be cloathed with
fueh Circimftances, as may render them either
hwrtful or beneficizl to Men, and fb they wilk
become eather 2 Duty or a 8in y and it will be
very projer fo imake Laws about them accor-
dingly, which may be for the Publick Good.
And doubtlefs, there yre no Laws more necess
fury tor the beneeffe ofu People, than {nch as
puta Reftraiut upon the fiufil abule of Lawfl
Liberties,

NOW that 15 the beft Body of Laws, which
moft arthply provides for the advancing the Hap-
pinefs of all that are under them ; and tharis
jummarily recommended to ns iu that, 1 Thu
2. 2 That we muy lead a quiet and jeaceadle Lifs
in allgadlinefs and homesty.  When they lay In
to ferure both Godline(s and Honefty amengs
People, they ure Happy under fich 2 Govere .
ment, if by theirown folly, they do not inzle
themfelves miferable.  When they provide thar
the true Religion may beeftablifhed, (be trge
Worthip of God nay be upheld, and 2)i that
withftands he fupprefled, and no Unferiptaral
Rites be impofed on Men 3 when thiey tuke
Care,that 8]l Orders of Men have their dne Ho-
nour aud Refpeél paid totlhom 3 doe Diftoreos
be maintainedbetwen Superionrs and Tnferiess
that Men muy enjoy theiv Rights, an be faved
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from vicleace and wrongy Fhat the liberal
Education of Children he encouraged 5 Thar
thof= who delerve well be Rewurded, and
Wickednefs be punifhed @ When by fuch
Laws us thele, they do as far as can be pro-
vide for 2 People’s Felicity, ,they are veryGood,

A S 0 the Queltion, Whether Cruil Rulers
Jave Fower to muke Lates abour tbe Relyious
Worfbip of Ged, and Ieretical Deoftrines ¥ 1
fhall only Aniwer, Whatfoever may truly
ferve to the Pexce and Tranquillity of the
People comos within theirreach, apreeable to
the Rule of Reafon, and the Werd of God,
Now, noPeople can do well witheur Religi-
on, nor can they do well withour the True
Religion. Publick Judgments are often bro'
for Irreligion, and falfe-Worthip, when tole-
sated ; and who fhould-reftrain it bur fuchas
Tiave the Civil Sword put into their hands by
riod : Thoft therefore were the Leaders in the
Reformation, recorded in Scriprare, and pu-
nithed QOffenders in this kind,  Civil Rulers
do recéive their Anthority from God, and are
to ufs it for Him ; which how fhallthey do,
if they fulfer His Ateribures tobe Blafphermed,
His Name to be taken in vain, His Warthip
1o be defiled, His Sabbaths 1o be profancd,
Tiis Truths tobe perverted, Tho' thercfore
they have o Warrant from God, 1o Coinany
New Articles in the Religionwhich He Him-
{=If hath revealed ; nor o appoint any New
Infticutions in His Worfhip, which alone be-
Yonzs ta the Kingly Office of Chrift; (and it
they (hould do o, 1iis bely Jealonfy would
he incenfed againf them, ) yet their Power
is Cipca Suera s aund they ought to provide rhat
the Houfe of God Le buile. His Worthip up-
held ; the Minifters of His Sandtuary be fap-
ported 3 all Affronts agaiolt His Sacred Ma-
Jufty be duly born witncls againit 5 and all
Heretical DoBrines which are av any time
broached, be fupprefled. And how can this
te done, unlels thete be Laws adapted tothele
$inds 2 Withour this, rhey cannot provide
gl their Subjefts may lead quiet and perce-
able Lives, inall Godlinefs ;5 but there muft
tbe endlefs Schitms and Deftradtions in the
Chorch of God.

I/ s v. WII AT need have wethen, to Pray
10 God fur onr Rulers, in this Regard s That
He will put His Spiric upon them ; and af
ford them the direction of His boly Spirit,
That they may have a right difcerning of
the{® Things, and an Heart frenuouily enge-
med, thus 1o peomove the true Weltare of the
Pzople under their Charge,

[NovruMeER 14, 17013 ]

L) 'T HEY ocuoght to take care for the
) Fxecyrion of Good Laws, accor-
dtag to Egaity. ‘This alfo is incumbent on
the Civil Magiftracy, alchough the Duty doth



