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rinjurioully treated, he may make his Qrder-

1y application to the Civil Magiftrate, whofe
Duty 1ris impartially to afford him a redre,
upon a clesr Proof ofit:s Neverthelcfs, he isnot
to rife up againit his Malter; or by any way,
talke hisown Revenge opon him: And if he
kavenodoor apentoobtain regular Suceour from
Men, he ought with Patlence to commit it to
God, whe hath {aid, that Hejs the Avenger of
all fuch., ‘

Us e, LET all {uch asftand in this Relation,
Take beed 1o tlenfeloes, thar they do ferve God
thas it b, as they bope togive up their Account
with 7oy amother Duy.  Let Meflers confider,
They have a Mafterin Heaven,who will reckon
with them e're long 3 and if they have abufed
their Power, or neglected their Duty, it will
beill for them.  And let Servantes remember,
That whatfrever Entertainment their ‘Service
hinds from their Earthly Mafters, Gud will
accept and crown their Faithfalnels in it 5 and
if they have ferved Chriff, and done it a5 to
him, great will be their Reward in Heaven :
And how hard foever it may st prefent feem
unto them, yet when Cheilt fhall (ay, Wen
done good and fuithful Servant, it will never
Repent them,
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SERMON CLXXX.
E are now to pafs over to the con-

1L
-\; i/ fideration of thofe Orders which are
Specialiy called Pelizical : The former were more
Lrivate, tbefe move Pablick, and refer to the
farger Societies and Combinations of Men, For
there are ne {orts of orderly Societies among
Men, but what are under the oblipation of mu-
tual Relative Duties.  And here are Two forts
of Relations, which may come under our Cog-
nizance ; theone arifeth from the Comdition of
Men,whom God's Providence ordereth to dwell
in luch Societicsy the other from the Order
which God hath fetup and appointed to be main-
tained in fuch Communitics, for the well-go-
verning and regulating of their Affairs; for
both of which there are Precepts given in the
Word of God s and may be g little enquired into.
(1] TUHERE is thar Relorion & Qrder
whicharjfeth from the Condition of Mex, whom
Grod's Lravidence difpafeth of to dwell in fuch So-
cierive. - And that which Ihall only infift on,
and which 15 more pecaliarly taken notice of
tiLthe Holy Scriptures, is that which 1s ground-
od on Old Ageand Youth,  There are jn all
Yiaces, fome thatare Aged, and othersthat are
Town; 5 and both of thele in plenty are promis'd
1o a People whom God will blefs, Zach, 8.1, 5.
Mow, the' there s not a {pecial Relation bes
tweru thefe, {o a5 to give the one 3 right of Ju-
rit:hichion over the other s yet from the Con-
dizton that eachis in, there is a Civil Refpe&
due trom the one to the other ; and God hath
Commanded an agrevable Deference; and the
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hight of Natire difovers it to be highly Rati-
oual; and the very Heathen Moralits have ta-
ken notice of, & preferibed Rules concerning it.
We may here only take a bricf and general
Account of this :

(L)Y ANCIENT Perfons cuglit to carry'
3t towards them that are Yownger, o as to adorn
their Age. Their whole Converfation cughit to
be fuch as may Comniend them to thelr Famiors,
and command a venerable refpect from thetn.
They fhould adorn their gray Hairs wich thofe
Vertoes which do every way hecome them.
Tho' Age it felf hath a refpelt due to it, yetif
it snot becorningly mansged, it may he unp-
happily expoled to Contempt: We therelure
have that Obfervation of the Wil Man; Prov.
16, 21, The hoary heud is 2 crown of glory, if ir
be found in ithe way of righteoufnefs.” We luve
afummary Account of the Excmplary Vertuss,
which they onght to adorn their Lives withal,
Tit. 2y 2. Thar the aged men pe Srber, prave,
remperaie, found in Juiib, in charity, in pati-
[ £/ 18-

t. SOLER, or Vigilant + But ir is frequent-
ly ufed for Sebriery; and that not culy 1 re-
fpect of the Bedy but of the Mind.  Andit is
not to be refirained te Meats, Driuk, Atparel,
for that comes afterward 5 but it comprehends
the whole Deportment, and confifls in a vigin
lant Care to kecp a guard wpon all their Words
andCarriages,that they do not exceed the hounds
of Sobriety ; not bragging of themfelves, or
allowing themfelves in any tnanner of Fxcef.

2. GRAVE  The Word fignifies one of «
Modcit, feemly and vencrable Carriage : The
Word is tranflated Horeff, Phil, 4.8. Bur it pros
perly fignifies a welf compos'd Carriage, fuch as
may command Refpeét from others 3 and is op-
pofed tothat which is Zght, andfrothy, and fo=
calar : And nothing more nnbecoming Old Age,
than javentle Leviry; and is as ominons as
Flowers iu December, and greatly Prejudicetls
Youth.

3. TEMFPERATE, The Word fignifys
ane that Zeeps bis Mird 5 and {s often uvikd for
Sebriecy in general, and is comprehended G
that; but becaufe in nothing are Men more en-
dangered to lofe the ufe of their Underftanding,
then in Excefs in Drinking, it is often refirain-
ed to thar; and thouph it's comprized ine
the firft, and therefore the Greeks had a feaft
which they ralled Nygraz, beraufe no Wine
was drank n 1t ; yet the Apoftle puts it in,bes
caufeit is 2Vice thatOld Men are too cafily allus
red to,under pretence of Age &Lufirmity, which
necds Relief  und there isnothing more fean-
dalous than an U Droakard. ‘

4. SOUND in Jaith, in Chariry, end im
Fatience: 1, ¢. to cany themfelves b, as topive.
all potlible demonftration of their Soundpcds in
thefe Graces, hy the exercife of the Dnticswhich
refesto them,  The word Sowrd is 4 Metaphor
taken from the Health of the Body & and it ig-
tends Sracerizy, which is Evangelical Integrity
and theftThree Graces comprebend inder them,
the whele of a Chuiftian's Life . By fowndnr/s
in Fairh we are to underftand, adhering to the
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Dottrines or Trughs of the Chyiflian Rehgion,
withour wavering , helding faft the founda-
tion, and not {ufeting chemklves to be jm-
pofed on, and led away with every wind of
Doétring,to be able 1o 13y us Paw/, 2 Tim.g.7.
Ihave fembr « good fight, 1have fiaifbed my
cowrfe, Ihave kepr the feuih. By Jeundnefs int
Charify s intended, frmacfs in New Obedience,
which is called Charigy vr Love ;, andis to be
the diftovery of a fincere Faith, Gals5.é, And
it comprehends in it, all the Duties required
in both the Tables of the Moral Law 3 to be
faithful and conftant in the Duties of Worfhip
towirds God,and Righreoufnefs towards Men;
and therein to give an Example of a Sober,
#onclt and Godly Life, vo the Rifing Genera-
tion. And by Joundrefs in Pasience is to be
anderftosd, a fubmiffive dnd cheartul bearing
of all (oris of Afiftions, which they meet,
and to which Qld Age is incident. And here-
in they arc to go before the Youwnger, that
rhey may feethe Mhine of thefe things in them,
and learn by them, and be poflefs'l with a
{uitzble Vencration of them 3 and {tt hefore
them a convincing demonfirative of the reality
of the Chriftian Religion,

(2.) 1T isthe Luty of Tounger Perfon: to
pay to the Aged, a refpe@iveand fubmilfive
Carriage. And this is to be paid to themboth
in Words and Gellures : And thereis a pro-
portionable decorum -to be obferved in’ this,
according to their Age s and this is peculi-

arly to be obferved by fuch as are in their

Minority 5 tho' there is a deference to be had
o it, in the foveral dittcibutions thar are gi-
ven of the Agesof Men : And here we may
oblerve,

1. THAT there is a refpeif due ro Old Age
fir itfedf. It is a gencral Rule wnder this
¥itih Command, that whatfcever Oder God
Lath put Men in, there is a Dury incombent
on the Correlate, which arifeth from the Or-
dey irfelf 5 tho' Perfins will becter deferve
Acknow!ledgment in it, if they carry itaecor-
ding to the Will of Ged in that Qrder; yet
for the fake of it, andas long as they bear it,
it is not to be neplefted  Tho' in fome Orders
which Perfons are put into by Confent and
Contraét, Men may forfeit both the Order and
the Honour belonging to it: Bur Old Age is
a thing which arifeth not from Men's Cheice,
but God’s Providence, and carriesin it 2 dark
adumbration of God’s Eternity,who thereivre
ttiles himfelf] the Ancient of Days, Dan 7. 9.
That is therefore given 2s aPrecent, refersing
to O Age it (Llf, Lev. 19,32 Lhow fhait rife
np before the boary bead, and banour the foce of
#he old man, and Jeor iby God . Iam the Lerd.
Under which Expretlions are comnprized ma-
ny partica’ar things. To be fure, befides an
trwerd Refpeit, (without which all outward
Reverence 15 but 3 Mockery, ) thete is an
extermal Bebavienr by which our acknowledg-
ment of their Yearsis to bepaid : And to this
belongs Children’s rifing up to them, and
ftanding uncoverd in their Prelence § heark-
ning ve them wien they ipeak to them, and

giving them refpediful An(wers 5 bearing witlt
their Infirmsities, and not tnfdring over chemn

2, WHERE CGM Age and Frery are iner in
any, ibere is agrear Rgard o be bad 10 fuch
venerable Amtiguity,  And here I fhall enly
mention Three thingy,

1. VHEIR Grave 1ifourfes are cbfervantiy
to be learfned anto, Motthat We are to pin
cur Faich upon ity but we may expeit from
fuch to have we!ll weighed and experimented
things communicated to us: Younger ones
therclote ought to allow them the itherty of
Communicating vhemielves, and not interrape
them, as thinking themfelves Wiler. Eibu
tells us how he behaved himf{elf among chofe
(11d Men in their talk; heartended diligent-
ly, and rartied till they had dene, Fob 32,
6,7, 11,12, If therefore ar any time we dif
fent from them, it thenld be with greae Mo«
defty of Fxpreflion,

2 THEIR Counfel is to be esked in vatters
of grear moment. Men of Years and @bferva.
tion, are moft fitto give found Advice, whole
Experience harh creatly encreafed their Practi-
cal Knowledge and whofe Years have brought
their Judpmems 10 more of mayednets and
folidiry. For Young Perfons ro confide in
rheir own Vanfies, i tolly and arrogance ; and
for them 1o relinquifh rhe Ancienr, and
apply ro thofe that are thelr Camemporaries,
argues Contempt and forebodes Mifehief this
was Rebobeam’s Ruin, 2 Chrenn 10, 8.

3. THEIR good Fxemple iz o Ge acknow-
ledged end imitared.  God hath wade it their
Dury te {2t a Pattern of every Vertue before
the Younger, who arc to blefs Ged tar them,
and to be followers of them, both while thay
are alive, and when they are dead, as we are
cxhorted, Heb. 6. 12, This therefore is one
advice the wife Man gave to his Son, Prov.
2. 2. Thar thon mayf welk i the way of goed
men, and keep the paths of the rightecus, And
if therc wete more of this {piritin our Young
Omes, the Apoftacy would not make Tuch feax-
ful advopces, as itdotk among ws, whillk
the prefeat Generation decries the Lioly Zeal
of their Ancettors, pretending to know more
than the Ancicnts,

[27} WE pafs over to the Copfideration of
thar Qrder whiech God haib fet wp, and appoinzed
10 be meintained im fuch Socieries, for ihe well-
poveraing and regulaiing of ihetr Affairs. Now
thele Socicties come under a double confide-
ration, viz, Civiland Secred 5 the one refers
ing tothe Government of (i Common weaib,
the ather of the Charch,

CONCERNING both of thele, we may in
gencral ohizrve, That the Power or Authority
whick fome have cver others; and the cope
fequent Subjcttion which thofe aihers owe to
them, Perfonully confidered, doth not derive
Nagurally but Trovidentie/ly : Neverthelefs,
the Light of Natuwe or right Reaton, will a-
bndantly tell us, thar whetelbever there ate
Socicties of Men, made fo, either occationally,
or by Combination, there muft be Order s
And whén we confider the State into which

Mankind
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Mankind are fallen by reafin ofthe Apoftacy,
this Necellity is augmented, becrule elfe all
wonld certaiuly o into Confnfion, and cud in
Ruin: And tho the good Buccefs of this depends
on the over-ruling Influence of God, yet he
manageth His Drciinag‘y Providence inthe way
of Meaws. MNow thele Societies are (ivif or
Eeelefratticaly, and becanfe there 1s'a great dif-
ference between thele two,in more refpeéts than
one, it 18 necellzry that they be confidercd fe-
parately and diftinétly.

L. A Ciodf Seczery is a Combination of Men,
for the carrying on of their Temporal or Secns
lar Concerns for the outward Fchiaity or well-
being of the whole, and every part of it : Inthe
Admipiftration whereof there 15 necefiarily fup-
pofed a Civil Government ; and confeguently,
fuch as gre to Govern, and fuch as are to be G-
werned.  And here alfo it may be enquired: ;

Quelt,. WHETHER Civil Government
were confiflent with the Szare of Mptegriry?  Nor
is this Cafe {o eafily refnived, as that which
was formerly moved, conceming the Sreze of
Servirude ; inafmuch as that is apparently the
Fruit of the Curlt ; whereas that-of Civil Sub-
Fedien feerns not to be b,the’ the diforder which
Sin hath brought in it, hath too much- rendred
it o wcntusﬁly. I fhdall only here oblerve
more generally,

1. 'YHAT Civii Humane Societies bave their
rife 7 reafon from the Noture of Man : S-me
therefure have thonght it & good comprechenfive
Defeription of Man, that he is woiries, Man
was made a Sociable Creature ; and hath a
patural difpofinon te hold Converle with his
own Xind : Nor doth thizinclination arife,meer-
iy from the necefiity of his lapfed Eftate for
mutual fapport and defenfle, though that hath
Angmented the peceflity of 1t ; but it was put
into the Confritution of Man, and he fought it,
not only by Inftinél, as Brutes do with their
Kind ; but the Exercife of Rexfon, amd the con-
{ideration of the Relations which Ged at ficft
conftituted between Mankind, and the Affedi-
on put into them tawards their Correlates there-
in, Itistherefore a brodtifh opinion of thofe,
who wonld have Men, it their Integrity had
remained, to have lived in the Ficlds & Woods
after the manger of Wild Beafts, whereas it is
evident that l\?fcn do feek familianty with fuch
whom they have the leaft necefficy for.

2, THAT 1be Urder of Superiority, and In-
Jeriority, was well enongh confiffenr with Man's
perfeld State ar firfl. God did therefore put
Mankind into fuch an Order, as foon as he
made him, and gave him with it the Law of
fpecial Government. The Fifth Command
was, as well as any other, a Precept of the
Moral Law, and engraven 1pon Men's Hearts;
and that, not meerly as a reftave, afier Res
lief againfl the Mifery of his fallen State, but
for his Prac¥ice in his State of Uprightnefs, The
Order of Hothand and Wife took Place as foon
ss God had made Man Male and Female, and
brought them together @ And had they contis
nmed in that Eftate to have had Children, the
Duties of that Relation would have been adtu-

ally incombent on them. Nay, the. differedt
degrees it Glory, are noobftrodtion ar all, to
the Perfedtion of the bleflednefs of every one of
the Suints.

3. HAD Manabode in Fis Frimitive State,
there would bave beer aluays fome mauaraily Su-
pertours ta others.  If Adam had lived ill this
Day, he would have been the Head of all his
Pofterity, and they would have owed to him, =
fuitable Subjection s and if Familics deftending
had gone forth to People other Places, there
woula have been the {ame Relation bettveen the
Father of fuch a Family, and all the. defcen-
dents from him ; for this natural Relation wonld
not have ceafed, nor the Duties depending on it-

4 A5 Man’s Happingfs could not be impe~
ded, fo God's. Glory might be Celebrated by Crvid
Orders, A well ordered Gevernment hath in
it au Adumbration of God’s Governing the
World ; and the' there were no need of it to
refirain Men's Lofls, yer it might tend to the
Ornament of the Univerfe, and be a trinl of
our (bedicnce to this Precept ;@ And we have
good futing Dnthe Word of Gud, that God hath
Eaced an Order between the very Arpels of

ight. And it is Rational to conclude, that as
the World had began to be Peopled, there wonld
of neceflity have heen a muftiplying of Civil
Societies, and thefe diftinét,for the upholding of
Civil Commerce & Amity. They are therefore
in a great Error, who tell us, that {o many
Kingdoms or Common-wealths as there are ip
the World, fo many Tefbmonies of Divine
Difpleatire 5 for tho’ fome of the Reafuns of
the Necellity of it are fo, yet Government it
felf is not.

TOUCHING the Moral Neceffiry of Civil
Government, with refpedt to Mun's ffufuf State
fince the Fall,it is evident from Human Reafbr,
and Philofophy pleads for it by Arpgumcents
fetch’d from this Topick, as being ignorant of
any other State of Mankind Antecedent to it :
5 that the Precepts given for it in the Word of
Gaod, are not purely Politive or Inflituted 5 bue
are builtupon Moral Principles, and are all of
them reducible to One Mead, viz. Tre deep in-
reveft which a Ciul Happinefs bath in it And
tha” Men’s Corraptions have tog often abufed it
to a contrary Hlue, yet the blame of that is ndt
in Government it {elf,  but 10 the Infiruments
by whom it ja managed ; and it is frequently 2
Judgment with which Ged punifheth the grie-
vous Provocations given Him by a finful Peo-
ple : Hence that, ﬁuﬁ 12.01, Igavethes o hing
i my anger, and took bim azay in my wrath.
But if 1t were uot for this, there would be no
lwving rogether for Mankind, but Humane So-
cieties muft dilland ; Murders, Adulterics, Ka-
pine, and all manner of Oppretlinns wauld rages
and there would be lels of Order in the Hubita-
ble World, than in Hell it ftlf.  God Mdeed is
able to Cusbin the Lufts of Men ; Dt he Lath
feen meet toufe and appoint Means for the pro-
maving it, in and with which He doth Co-ope-
rate : And amoug thefe, that of Civil Goveru-

mentis noncof the keaft: And henee all the
Leweryare fuid 1@ fe of bim, Rome 13. 1. Prov
I B
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%, 13, 1& And it is noted as a Judgment
upon Ifvael, when there nas no Kivg in Ifrael,
and Men did what they ple:fed, and an inler to
great Tragedics, Fudg 17.6,18 1.

AS to the Formof Civil Gevernment, there
is noone that is determinately frxed wpon in
the Word of God, to be a common Rule obli-
ging 21l Communities, to take their Meafure
by 3 butit is a Fradential, and to be wifely
aecommodated to the Genivs . of the Place,
and the heft probability of attaining of the
great End, and the well-being of the whole -
And the forts of it are Three, viz. Monarchy,
Ariflocracy, and Democracy, Within which
hounds all cught to keep it; fo that it nei-
ther degenerate to Tyranny on the on¢ hand,
nor to Anarchy on the other, either of which
is direltly {ubverfive of the Ends of Govern-
ent, ‘and is the Mifery of aPeople which
are under them,

AS to th2 fo much Controverted Qnueftion,
which of thefe Formy iy beft 7 If the Enquiry be
only, which isfo in irfelf? itis meerly Theo-
retical, and more nice than profitable ; But
it it intend, which is fo praftically ? or with
refpect to the People among whom it 15 e~
tcided and eitablithed, it cannot be abfolutely
and univerfally derermined ; inafmuchas there
are differing Circatnftances, which may sen-
det the one inoft accommodable for tbis Peo-
ple, and another For #hur , and there is none
of them that will be without it's Inconveni-
encies and hazards, whilft it is managed by
Men, the beflt of whom labour of $in and fol-
ly. Tho' ir hath been generally thought,thar
«one thatis well tempered of all Three, is beft
fuited ro maineain Government, in its due
bounds.

IF Enquiry he made concerning the Righe
of Government 5 or how the Power of Admi-
niltration comes to he devolved upon shefe
Perfons, rather than ethers : This alfo is as
difficule to derefmine as the former.  If we
ipeak ofir, de f2flo, the Cuftoms and fundz-
mental Conititotions of WNarions are varions;
and the’ there are general Rules for it in the
Waord of God, and ro be gathered from the
Tight of right Reafbn; yer the particularand
perfonal determination of it is various, God
indeed fixed the {upream Government of the
Kingdom of Htael, in the Honfe of David,
which was Typical; but He made it not a
ftated Rule for all the Kingdoms and Cotn:
moen-Wealths in the World : It may there-
tore be hy Succeffion, or by Eletion, in either
of which God over-rules, eicher for the Feli.
city or Penaliy of a People,

IN general, all this is founded in Compaft,
aot can Conquel it felf¢ome ro a fixation, fo
1z to eftahlith a well-ordersd “Gavarnment,
1ill there be a Combination : However, then
is a Government truly Happy, when ir's Ru-
lers are firced and fpirired for their Poft -
Hencethat, Ecel 10, 16,17,

TOUCHING the Ra/e by which Civil Go-
vetnment is 1o be adminiftred, it oughe not

1o be Arbitrary, nor cap rhe Condition of the
heft of fallen Mem bearir; buriristo be by
wholefome and jult laws. For icis the Du-
ty of all "Kulers to do Juftice and Judgment,
az we fhali atterwards confider ; and_this
cannot be, but where there arg fixed and elta-
blifhed Laws by the Execurion whereof Mén's
Rightsaxe to be upheld, and ail Iniquiry and
Unrighteoufnefs 1o be botn witnels againit:
And our of doubt, thete was a Moral Realun
in that Stature whick God made for the Kings
of Ifeael, Dot 17, 18, vg9. And it fhalf be wher
be fitrerh upen 1he throve of bis kingdom, ther be
Kall write bim a copy of 1his lowe in a book, oxt.
of that which 15 before the Frieits 1he Levites
And it fballbe with bim, and be ball read ihere-
in all tbedaps of bis Iife . thar be may learn 10
fear tbe Lord bis Ged, to Reep oll the words
of Mis law, and 1befe flatutes 1o do them.

BUT 1 come to a moregarticuter confide-
tation of the mutual Doties belonging to this
Order among Mapkind, Now the Correlates
here, ate the Rulers and Rufed, or Magiftrares
and Sobjetts: Andas thisis 2 Relation which
God Himfelf hath ordained, and placed be-
tween Men ; fo there are rthe Duries incum-
bent on eicher Party, which arife From the
very Natore of the Relation ; and zbout which
Direétions are given to us in the Holy Scrip-
tures, Forto fuppole one of the Corrclares
to beunder Obligation, and the other to be at
entire Liberty,is contrary to the very End and
Defign of all the Relations which Goed hath

ut Men in, one towatds another.  As there
ote,itisa Sinin the Subjedt to deny or wirh-
hold his fubjection to Rulers, whom God hath
in His Providence fer over him; 15 it is nolefs
Sta 1n the Ruler, to negle®t or pervert the
Adminiftration of Government, which is for
the good and -benctit of the Subject.

NOW a5 ip this Order of Men, they are
diftributed into Governours, and Gaverned 4
fo there are divers Ranks snd Orders among
thofc who fhare in the Ruling a People :
Hence that diftribucion, 1 Tim. 2.2, Kingsand
all-in Aurbority. 1 Pet. 2. 13,14, Kings € Go-
vermours, 8c. And the Adminiftration of
Government fequires that there be many {ub-
ordinate Minifters and Qfficers in Power, both
in regard of the Legiflative and Excéutive part
of it, who tho’ Subjeft to their Superiors in
Power, yet have aSuperiority in regard of
others ; and the meaneft Civil Officer hath a
tlaim to this, 2according to the Authority he is
vefted withal, But I (hall not take rhefe afin-
der, but only in general give Account of the
general Duties required by this Command,
on both parts,
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