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Relgiom 'There were thevefore a Moral Rea-
E;l that Law given by Hofer, Deut. 7. 3, 4,

her frulr thow make Marricges wirh ihest
thy Dawghicr thow fhalt nor give wmte bis Son,
nop biv Dawgbrer fhait ihow 1ake wnro thy Son
For they will tarl wway thy Son frem follewing
me, that they may ferve oiber gods = fo will 1he
anger of the Lord be Lindled againff yois, and de=
froy thee fudden’y.  And toone of thie fore-cited
Heads, may be redueced, whatever partionlar P're-
cepts ate given inthe word of God; on this acs
count.

Us 8. AND to quicken Parerts to thelt Dn-
ties, Let us condider that God requires 1t of our
hands, and will call us te d4n accoont for the
Children G put wnder our Charge @ Their well-
being in this World, and another, hath no little
concern in it 3 and our own Cotntort or Sarrow
in therm. God iz wont ordinarily to blefi faith-
fulneft in this regard with good fhecels, and we
muy hope to live inn them honourably when we
are gone; and to feet them agaln with Joy;
in the Great Day.
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SERMON CLXX/11.

1L A~ H ERF is a2 Honour which Clillren
T do awe te their Parents, which God re-
quires of thetm, and the bonds of Wature do ab-
Hpe them topay.  And the fame realons that
prove and condirm the Superiority of Parents,
cqually ratify the Duty of SBubjection 11ﬁymg up-
on Chitdren, and that becaufe the Keafon of the
Duties s founded in the Relation, and therefore
they are zdapted to it Now the Duties of Ho-
aony due from Children to their Parents, will
come under Twe general Heads, vz, 1. A due
Subjediion to their Authority, 2. Affording
thern seedful Succourin their Neceflity.  And to
one of thele are all the particular Duties to be
referred. _ ) )

[1.7 A dueSubjettion 1o their Autboriry. That
Darents have an Authority over their Children,
was obferved in the former, and if thefe are not
to pay Subjeétion thereto, that weuld be in vain
and fruftrated. Now the general and compre-
henfive Duty here s, that they yield Obedience
toall their Lawful Commands. And here it
may be enquired,

0. HOW far Children are bound 1o Obey the
Commands of their Farents?

AND this nextly concerns Adive Obedience,
by performing of the things fo Commanded
them.  As to that which is Daffive, it will be
fpoken of afterwards.  Here then we may take
thefe Allertions 5 .

1. THAT the duthority of Farents overtheir
Children is Limized. 1t 1s 1o by the Command
of God, who hath not left thema boandlefs Au-
thority 3 bt hath: told them how they fhall,and
how they fhall not exercife their power over
them, Fph 6. 4. dnd ye Futhers, prowke not
your Chiidren 10 wrath s but briag them wp n
aimonitien of the Lord. Yea, they thepfelves

are accountahle to the Civil Powers fof their
injuring their Children ; and 1w {ome calea to
repair tothein for Jultice againft Rebellicus and
Contumacious Childreh, as God appointed in
Itacl @ and cvery well crdered Government al+
lows vate Children arelief agintt the Unrea-
fonableTreatmenrs of Unnatuoral Parents.

2. THAT God Lath i Szpream Fosr ovep
botly Farertts and (hitlrea.  They are vqually
nder His Governmetit, & olliged to Obéy Eisz
Commands 3 He havir g and vfing Authority to
prefiribe Duties, and mve Laws fo themd
‘Though the reafohi of the Authority of Parents!
and Soljection of Children, islaid 1n the Rela-
tion itfelf, yet God himlelf i the Law-giver un-
to both 5 and He alene is the ablilute Suverdign
over the whole Creation: Tho' arents havesx
Cominand wveb their Children, yet Geod Com-
mands them both, and onie us well ag the other.
is to Teek the Tatv ot His Meudh

3. THAT beacé Chiliren are bound equally
teirl their Farenes 10 Qbey God, aid it be cal-
led to an Account before Him for it. They la=
botir of a miftake, whou think that God hath
fithjected Children to thetr Parcuts,that they are
fiot to epquire further into their Duty, than the
Pleafure of their Parents 3 awd that if thele lay,
any finful Commands on their Children, they
are withowt further enquiry to perform them ;'
and that not They, but only their Parents ares
accountable to God for it 5 as 1f thefe and not
the other, were guilty of fin,  For the’ Men i
Authority, are partakers in other Mens fing, b
Commnding them to do that which God hat
forbidden s yet they bring gmlt upon them{elves,
by comypliance with{uch Coimmands © for every
perfon 15 firftly fibjcct to the Law of God, and
by vertue of that Law 1s {ubjeét to his Superis
purs, and muft be culled to give an Account of
all his Actions to God, Rem. 14, 12. And ifthey
be not careful to Obey God, they will never O~
bey their Parentsfrem a nght Principle, Hence
that, Eph. &. 1. Children, cley yonr Farenrr in,
the Lord = for 1his fr right.  The meaning
whereof is not only becanfe God hath Command=
ed, but alfo it fets bounds to the Obedience ¢
and hence thatin, Col. 3. 20, Chiidren, chey your
Farents n all thikgs ¢ for thic is well pieafing
unto the Lord, Tsthos to be limitted, viz, A/
things which God reguires.

a4 CHILDREN therefore, as they grow
capable, ought 1o krow whar is their Dury in al?
things, 'There are cther Commands befides the
Fifth, and they are given Univerfally, and all
Men are bound Ly them, without any refpedt to
the Orders that God hath placed Men in, Thex
Jfhbeir mot, &c. is an lujnnétion upon every Indi-
vidugl perfon.  And ulthe’ Children in theip,
Infant, end Ignorant Age, depend much upon
their Parents InRruétion to teach them what is
Touty, and what 15 5in ; and it will be an horri-
ble Crime in Parents, thatnegledt foto Inftruce
them : yet every Child hathip him a Natura}
Confrience, and  befides the common Principles
which areengraven enit, there are advantages
of acquainting themfelves with the Will of Gud;
and it is their Dury to inform themielves by
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them and it is his Commendation, 2 Tim. 2.
15. Aad that from a Cbld they Laft fnown the
boly Sertptares.  Children have Souls to fave
or lofe as well as Parcnrs,and therefore thould
acquaint themfelves with the way of Salvati-
on, how clfe thould they live and pleafe Ged.

5. THIS rightly informed Conference, is 1o
governr their Obedience to their Harenis Cos-
amands. For Man is a Cauls by Counltl, and
theé Word of God is the Rule to dirveét his
Counfe! in all that he doth, and he may not
lawtully do any thing that is contrary ro ir,
{o far as he is, or may be informed by it
And the Children oughr 1o learn of their Pa-
1cnts, yet when they have leamed, they oughe
to prictice accordingly, elftc in Qbeying their
Parcns they difobeyGod: and from thefe Pre-
rifes, we may gather thefe tew Conclulions,

Y. I F pParents Command their Chiddren thar
wbich is contrary 1o the Divine Frocep, they are
Bozxnd with Modesty to rofufe Obedience. 1 1ay
with Madefty, for tho’ they may not dure to
do the thing s yet they ought to carry them-
{elves us Children, who bear an high refpett
to their Parents, and make it appear, that it is
not from a contempt of them,but biom anawe
of God, that they with-hold their Adtive Obe-
dience : However, thar 1s a plea to be made a-
gaintt all the unlawful Commands ofany Si-
periour in the World, in whatfoever he 15 pla-
ced. ALk 5. 29, We ought ro ohey God rarber
abar mad, And doubtlefs, where God’s and
Men's Commands do interfere, God mult he
obeyed. For no Autherity wpon Eirth can
polibly make void any one of God’s Com-
mands, for Heis the One Law-giver,

2, THET ought to Obey them in all thar is
Fufl and Good, Whentheir Commands are ac-
cording to the Word of Gud, they ought to
belicve, that mow God Commands them by
their Parents,ind thercfore they oughe not to
do it as of conftraint,bur with 2 willing Mind,
and with all Alacrity. For no Ohedicnce but
whar is voluntary, is acceptable to God Hence
that Cammendation, Phil, z.22. As a Ser with
Zhe Futher, be bﬂt!ﬁ/&'rved with we in the Gofpel,
For Childrea todo what they are bidden is
Petrer than to rotufe ; but ra do it with re-
Tudtancy, and rokens of difpleafure, and mur-
muting is unworthy of the Relation, Chil-
dren fhould Yrudy thus to pleafe them, and
take the greateft content,when they find their
Obedicnce to give content to their Purents,
Wot ought they to be difpleafed, becanie their
Y.ufts are croffed,and finfulCourfes checked hy
fuch Commands ; but on the other hand to
Thauk God for fuch Parents, as carefully ufe
their Authority, to keep them from the path
of the deltroyer.

2. I N 1hings that are mot in themfetoes Sins,
grop in iheir Circumflances, they ought ro Obey
soithont difputing, fo long as the are wnder thetr
Farenzs Care €5 Charge. Doubtlels when they
cotnie to be for themfeives they have a liburry
1o nfe their own Prudence in ordering cheir
Afaits, tho' with a due deference to the Ad-
vice of their Parents ; but as long as wnder
agheir Wing, cheir Iawiul Commands are to b
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complied withal,  As tatheir Doty in things
indifterent, I dchate not, 1l Men aie apeed
what thefe things are @ But i by them s in-
tended fuch rhings as are in themilves nug-
ther Sins not Duttes, bt may he cither cne ot
other, according to Circamftiapees , dovhtleds
Purents Commands wiil mekethem a2 Duiv i
Chiddren, who are not at their own difpofe
vnlels it be evident chat in the CircumBunces,
God weuld be difhonoured and difoheycd.
And tho' it may be lawiu} for Children whe
have difcretion, hombly and fubmit voly to
plead with their Parents ahout the inconveni-
ence wpparent in the thingyer wirha® o tolti-
{y ayeadinels to acknowledee Pirental Au-
thority, if they perhill in their plenfuie: And
doubulefs this is comprehended in e o/
things ditelted in, (o 2, 20,

4 WHEN they are Married, 1he they swe
¢ reverence 1o 1buir Farents, yer they are more
af therr vwn difpofe. They now Tot up for
themfilves,and make a difting Family where-
of they have the charge upon them s and are
not upder TuchScrvitude as hefere: Neverthe-
lefs there are things in which rhey ought to
tefiify a due regard to theic Parenrs, and that
not only in refpedt of the fulomn Liftiutions
given them to tear God, hut in other things of
preater likeriy. It therefare o u:c»rnrm-f;ulaw
nion that God gives the Recbebites, Tivar they
Oheyed thelr Father in g matrer which ocher-
wile had not obliged them, Fer. 25,15, 16

5o TN tbe difchargeof Dabplick Trult tiey are
bound 1o the Lew. Children are fomermes
called to Civil or Ecclefaftical Offices, during
their Parents Lives s and though (3s dotk net
difcharge chem from a Reverential 1efhcét to
them, ( onwhich account dodemroa is commnend -
ed tor this ro his Mother, ¥ Krags 2,09, And
it they are capakle of giving them light jnto
their Iucy, iris very proper for them w con-
fult with 1hem, and ke their advice, {o tar
as 5 for their help, ) yet they are notto obey
them in any thing, which is contrary to the
Rule of their adminiftration; nor td 1vald the
deing of thar which is right, for foarof dif
plealmyg them.  1vis thercfore charged op 4-
hazieb, as his 8in, 2 Chron, a2, 3. His Moether
was bis Crpnfelionr 1o do wickedly,

BUT we may proceed to the more particu-
lar Dorigs, incumbent on  Children, doring
their Minerity, to teltify their Subieflion to
theirParents in;and thele are mere efiecially,

(1.) AN endeavorr toger and Frep a deep
imprefhon apun their Deartr, of the Fuft 5 Righe
Authority Q; their Parents over them,” A1l Obe-
dience to God mull proceed from o righe Prin-
ciple ; now the Principle of this Obedience,is
becaufe they are their Purents:  And this is're
fway them dgaindl whatfoever Corruprion in
them misht imprave to weaken their Ohodi-
ence to them. The word, Thy Fuber, and thy
Motber, mutt carry weight 1n it to over-hala
lance other things': WNer fhoutd iny thing that
canuot rtemaove this Reladdon fubverptheic 0
bedience. Tho' they are poor in the World,
and cannet do fo much for thicn as others t;;m
or



Quelt. LXIV.

ed ffombly's Cutechifin,

___6_57_

for theirs ; tho' they are of mean Part in 4he
Waorld, and are poti:bly defpifed by their Neigh-
bours among whom they live: tho” they are
Mourofe, and do not casry it {5 ubliging to their
Children as becormes the love of {icha Relation
Nay, tho’ they are wicked % Ffear not God, but
leud 1 their lives ; when it fhonid humble
g, yet they are to remember, thar God hath
made them their Parents, and given them Au-
thorty over them. And this Relation 15 as
ftrong, and the Obhgation as forcible, on fuch
wiofe Pureats are the Pooreft and moft Igne-
Llc,as ifthey were the greateft Princes on Earth.

(2 ) FROM this Erincipic they muft careful-
fy comply with [uch things a5 thefe : viz,

1. YidET micft bearken 1o their Counfels which
are Goed, True, i{ they advifethem to doa
wicked thing, they are to aveid it, as befores
Tut if they tell them their Duty, and call upon
them fo attend i1, or warn them againfl any
thing that 1s evil, and charge them to abftain
from i 5 not only are they to comply with it,
hecaufe it 1s in itfelf jult and right; bot theAu-
thoiity which 1t comes withal,onght to bear up-
o theay, and have adeep imprellion on thely
Minels, FThere is therefore Emphafis in that,
Prov, 4. L. Hear, ye Chitdver, the Instratfion of
« Fabers And y1.n The prophecy that hiy Mother
tenght biw. To remember, this I had from my
Father and Mother, who loved me, and fonght
mv gond, and fhall T not be careful to obey 112
5.0 he, Prov. 4. 1, 4,

o, FQ receive their Rebukes with great Sub-
suffion,  Chldren are too apt to forget them-
{ziveg, and do things that are wotthy of a re-
proof. And Parents, who love their Sonls, can-
not but chide them lor it,tell them of their fault,
Mow them how they have Sinned againft God,
b their own Souls, grieved them, and accor-
divgiy to difcoverthelr juft difpleafure at them :
NMow it 18 the Duty of fuch to bear them Pati-
eautly, and not reply upon them ; tho' if inno-
szat, they may meckly plead it, and Parents
sught to hearken to them, for they ought to do
1 w0 their very Slaves, fob 21,13, 14. Yea they
fhould take reproofs kindly, and take waming
by them, and be more heedful to themfelves for
the time forward, nat to difpleafe or grieve
thent ; nay,to be Thankful to God for the faith-
fulnefs of their Parents,

3. 1'C receiue their Correfions, with an Obe-
dignrral Frame and Carvizge. €hildren are not
to think that their Parents hate them, becaule
they Corret them for their faults, hut aferibe
it to their tepder love to,and care for them, and
ta prevent a greater evil from befalling them :
And the Parents ought b prudently to manage
this,as to leave fufficient Conviction of this lave;
e manner of 1t yet Children ought not ta
riit up aglinll their Parents in it tho” they may
thiiink themitlves innocent,or that they uie over
fevere difcipline to than, bat to ufe Qbedience
to them in the thing, tho' they vle great Arbi-
trarinefain it. Hence that, Heb.g,x2, We hauve
bad Futhers of aur fefl, who correfled ws after
ihetr own pleafure,and we gave them reverence.

4 THLEY flould fiudy 1o pleafe, and fear t2

offend them.  That there is a Fear included it
this Honour, 15 evident by, Lev. 15, 3. T fhusf
fear cvéry man bis Mother and bis Farber. And
without this reverential fear, it is riot poflible
that Children thould dilcherge the Duties they
owe to their Parents 5 there is therefors an high
refpect they muft entertain for them ; and ac-
cordingly aecount it their intereft to give themr
cuntent, as far as may be.and no fimall infelicity:
to have them difpleafed at them at all 3 muc
more by their finful provecation, or doing any
thing which they know will be grievous to
them : Suo that the’ they think fuch & thing
lawful in itfelfyet if it will provoke them,they
areto deny thetr own defives in it, when they
arc under no Obligation of Duty to do it.  And
if they know that they have grieved them at
any time, they fthould feek all luwlo} conrfes, ta
obrain their reconciliation,

s- THEY ought to depend on them 2o be di-
relfed in sheir Employment of their Time, and
Manner of Occupying themfeives in ir, Childven
are not to come and go, and do as they pleafe,
but to take their direction from their Parents
ahout it; and therefore they are to do nothing
of Weight, but by their advice and dire@ion 5
and accordinglﬁ toaskit of thent,and be alwaya
ready to give them a true Account of what they
have done ; and if they have a defire toany
lawfuo) liberty or diverfion, to-ask their leave,
and reftrain themfelves to their Approbation,
and not cxceed  the limits which they fet.them..
Chrift himfelf paid fuch fubjection to his Pa-
yents, tho’ one of them  was but fuppoftd to be
fo, Lak. 2. 51

6. THEY ought 10 be content with the Supe
ports, which their Parents are capable of Alloming
themt.  They muft adore the Gowerning Provi-
dence of God, and be fatisfyed to Live accor-
dingly : And tho' they cannot do for them ax
others who abound mere, yet, to accept thunk-
fully of their love and kindnefd in that little
which they do cheerfully allow them out of
what they have : yea, to think their Parents
better know what 15 canvenient for them, thare
they them(tlves do.

1. THET ought 1o bide their Pavents Infir-
smirtgs, and not fodefpile them, on account
thereof, or reproach them for them,  And that
whether Matural Infirmities, or Sinful, or thofe
that grow upen them by the decayi that accom-
pany Old Age; and all thefe are included i
that, Prov, 23. 22, Hearkgn unto by Fatlué thar
begat thee, and defpife Rot thy Mother when fhe.
ir old.

8. THETY vaghr 1o toke their Advice and
Confent inn changing their Conditien by Marriage.
1 need fay no mare inthis matter, than, 1f Pa-
rents have an Authoritative influence into this
Adfair, which was formesly proved, then Chil-

dren muft needs owe their Obedience init. We
huve therefore that put as onc brand upou Efus,
to augment big i1l Charaller, Gen 26. 34, 25.
He ook to wife Tadith the Deughter of Beert the
Hitrite, and Bafbummarh 1be Danghrer of Elon ibe
Hitrite : Which were 8 gricf of mind wrio laic
wnd 20 Rebekab, .
Dddd [2.]
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[ 2.} THE cther thing in which Children are
to Houour theiv Parents, is, by Afferding thea
needful Succours in their Necoffity, It 1s here
fuppofed that Parents may in Providence be re-
duced to fuch Neeeflity 3 and it is_very fre-
quently {o, efpecially with fuch as Live to Old
Age, and paft their Labour. And here thefe
things are obfervable, ]

1. CHILDREN oughr to ger their bm;’r.r
deeply poffe(fed, with the great Obligations ibey
ﬂrepﬁ{ifergg their Parenrs. And herel, bc{:l'des
that they were the Inftruments of their Being,
which isa Natural tie ; all the care, pains, pa-
tience, labour and expence laid eut upon them,
ought to be thovght of by them, and leave Con-
vittion on them, that they can never fufficiently
compenfatc it to them, nor do any thing too
much to teftify their gratitude to them, And
very often, there is this gartu:ularly to confider,
viz. ‘That Parents have been Necellitated toLa-
bour hard, and lay out their Eqrnings for the
Support & Education of their Childreu, till they
were capable of doing Service for theirown Sup-

art.  Now this leaves matter of Conviction an
Children, that it Is a due debt which they owe
to thom, to retaliate when they are become help-
Yels tothemlelves,  And hence,

2. IN Generat, it is the Duty of Ch‘tll(‘lren, to
gake care of their Parents, to their Ability, ehar
they be not a Publick Charge.  And it is a difho-
nour thatthey do to them, if, when they arc a»
ble to do it ({r them, they tarn them over to
the Alms of the People: And this is manifeftly
intended in 1 Tirus.2, 4. Hovtaur widows that are
widows tndeed.  Baur if ary widew bave etildven
or mephews, ler them learn firfl to fhew piery ot
home, and 1o requite thewr Pareats @ for thar is
good and accepiabie beferc Gad. v, 16, If any
wran o woran rhat belfieveth bave widows,let 1hem
relieve them, awd ler nor 1he C’b#rrf.:: br charged .
thar it may reiieve ihem that are widows indeed
And he mentions the Church, becaufe in Times
of Perfecntion,Chriftians were often Qut-lawed 5
whereas the {iipport of thelndigent & Impotept,
Belbngs not preperly & ordinanly, to the Eccle-
fiaftical, but Civi} Conflitution : however it tells
pa, that noue is to be rec:kﬂned- Indigent of com-
moen Support, that hath Children or Grand-
Children, that are able to relieve him,

3, MO RE Farricularly there are two things,
in which thisearc is to be exerted by them,

1. DURING ihetr Abode with them, in
a cheerful laying out theirlabour & endeavour,
thar their Lives may be comfertable. Children
that have been the Char%e of their Parents, to
Dbring them up to be capable of doing fomething,
thould not prefently, in hope of deing better for
themfelves, defert their hulpie,fs Parents, 2g
thinking it riow time to look to ther{clves,and
let them fhift as they can: they ought not to
now to leave them (b long as they ftand in need
of them, till fuch time as they are called by
God'sProvidence to fut trpFamilies of their own,
but think their labour &% earnings well laid out,
if their Parents Lives may be made any wa
comfortable by its;and more Credibly than if it
were expended for the adorming of their own
Bodies with Superfluitizs,

2. WHEN they are gone Abroad, end fot up
Families by themnfelves, they arc fhll to tuke
care of them, according to thetr Abilities, They
are not to throw off the care of them, undera
pretence of a Charge of their own. It is true,
that every Mans own buofinels is tofee to the
welfare of his own Family; bue-ftill, itis a
great Obligation, not to forfake their Aged and
Poor Parents ; and thercfore aceording  to the
Portion of the World, which God aﬁ"orgs them
to make them tharers of it ; yea, ta deny them-
felves and thetrs of many canveniences, rathep
than their own Parents thould {uffer for want.
Fminent is the Example of Fofesd, in providing
honoenrably for s good and aged Father, in 2
time of great ftraits ; and no lefs commendable
that of Rath, in labouring to Support her Mo-
therin-law, who was paft her labourand under
Poverty. And the Providence of God, hath
very frequently in this World requited the ten-
der care of fuch Children, to obfervation 5 aud
peculiarly sthis tendernefs to be fhewn inthe
time of Sicknefs, by fecing that they want pei-
ther for due tendence, or any other rslicf,which
their Condition calls for; and readily bearing
with their Infirmitics, and fudionfly avoiding
any thing,which may a2ay way grieve them ; and
allo to take care for their decent Burizl, arcor-
ding to their Condition and ‘Ability. Thefe are
the Principal heads, to which Children’s Duties
are referred.

Us e. ANTD let Children be hereby Admos
nifhed of their Duty, and advifzd to be careful
in the practice of'1t, and hurbled under the
Conviction of their many fhort comings in it,
Remember, this is the way to pleaft Gad, Col,
3. 20, And what greater & more forcible Ar-
gument can be uﬁ:g with fuch as do believe
that itis our happinefs to pleafe God 2 And on,
the other hand, the neglect . of paying them this
Honour,and cafting contempt upon thew, cither
by Difobedience, or by Neglettinmg of them, will
highly difpleafe Ged,and provoke His hely An-
ger, topour out fignal Effeéts of his wrath upon
them. Hence that, Prov. 30. 17, T eye 1har
macket? at bis Fatber, ond defpifech 1o obey
wis Mother, the ravens of the valtey fhall pick it
ovut, and the young esgles fhail eat ir.  And re-
member ; you that are Children, either are, op
may be Parents; and God is wont very often
to teftify his Acceptance or diflike of our Car-
riage to our Parents,by an Anfwerable Carriage
of our Children to us, which will affard 'Dcca%.*
on of Comfort or Sorrew to us afrerwar's.
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Second?y, W E have Confidered the Order
of Superinrity, which is pure-

ly Nutwral, viz. of Farents und thildren : it
follows that we take 2n Account of that which
18 Policival 1 The former 1s called Nataral, be-
caufe the Relation iefelf ismade by Natuzal Ge-
neration ; wherensthofe that follew, ure ::utl_ ﬁ:-
r



