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{i there are feveral Orders between Men, made
and Ented by God, the principal whereof,
may duced to two heads, viz. Neraraland
Poistical, 1 kuow others generally diftribute
them, into CEconemical and Political: But tho’
Ilift not to coutend about Terms, efpecially
when the things themielves will amount to the
fame in the iffue § yet I chuferather to foliow
it, under this diftribution. A brief account of
eachof thefe, may be taken in the farther Pro~
{ecution of the Duties réquired by this Com-
mand ; and Firft of the Mutwral
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SERMON CLXXVI.

Firf. Y Shall begin with that Order which God
I hath placed berween Mankind, that is
par:ly Naturai, and this is that which is placed
between Parents and Children 5 and this may be
called Natural not only becaufe the light of Na-
ture aifcovers the RelativeDuties between thefe,
for {o it doth in all the reft, and they areto be
read in the Nanire or Quality of the Relations;
but 31 beeaufe Nature it {elf hath made this
Relation, and it abides the fame Imimutably in
all Ages and Generations of the World : Nor
tan the intervention of any other Oceafional
and Political Relations cut off the Obligations
that. are fixed in this. Parents owe it to. their
Childres, and Childrei to their Parents, as long
ms they Live ; and this may be the realon why
it is exprefsly mention’d in the Comimand, ra
ther than any other ; it being  Pattern for every
other ; and the nearer refemblance they have to
it, the more defircable and laudable: Ard for
this reafon all othex Relations of Order,in which
their is a Superiority and Inferiority, are {o fre-
quetly fet forth in the word of God,under thefe
Titles, as we have before oblerved. Now tho'
theQbedience of Children to theirParents,is only
mentionedin the Command, yet becaufe there
are Reciprocal Duties between them, and the
word of God hath laid down thofe as well as
thefe, we may confider them feverally = And
here we may take a diftinét account of the Ho-
pour which 1s dae,and the Daties in which it is
to be, exprefled between thefe. And thd’ the
negled of Duty on one fide, doth not difcharge
the other,becanfe all Obedience is ultimately to
have refpec to the Authority of God 3 yet be-
caufe there is great influence, by the fuitable
behaviour of one to the other, todraw forth a
Reciprocal due carriage : And becaufe the 8u-
periours or Parents are fuppoled to have more
Prudence in them than their Children, I fhall
begin with thefe. Hence,

1. PARENTS owe an Honour to their Chil-
drez, and they are to manifeft it by the dif~
charge of Parental Duties to them. [ ufe the
word FParenss, becaufe the Command faith, Ty
Furher and sthy Mother y and becaufe Children
do derive from both, as the Common Reot or
Stock, whereof they are the Brarches. And
thercfore the Natural ground of the Relation,

and the Superiority over Childien by vertue of
the Relation, 1s in both joyutly, And becaufe
they are but Cne in_making the Relation, yet
are Two diftiné Perfons, they are to be parti-
cularly referred toin this, For vhich reafon
the word of God mentions them {everally, as
in the Cominand,fo elfé-where frequenstly. And
becanfe Children are toa apt to flight their Mo~
thers Authority, this is not put in Conjunétion
only, but fometimes menticned Emphatically,
Prov.é. 20. Lev, 19.-2. Hence allp” Mothers
have charge given them, and are reproved for
negle€t, and commended for fidelity in this re-
gard, 2Chron, 22.3. Prov.31. 1., Now that we
may take up aright conception of the Duties
here peculiarly concerned, we nitay begin it at
its r-i%c,and {o purfue it to the particulars, in the
following Confiderations,

s. THAT #he foundation of this Relarion, is
Natural Generasion.  For itis by veitoe of this
that it is brought about, and that which mzkes
thefe to be Father and Mather, and thofe to be
their Children, is Decaufe thofe were hegotten
and born of thefe : o that this Natural Relati-
on extends no furthier, or cannot be brought a-
bout in any other way 3 moris it ip the choife
of Men, on either hand, to put off this Relation
each to other, whillt both the terms of it do
exift ; this therefore is fully exprefk in, Prew.
22.22, 25

2. THAT hence there is a peculiar Love Na-
turafly deriving from Parents 16 their Children.

Thereisa love to all Men, which is required of
uis, and withont it we can difcharge no Duty to
them aright ; hence itis the Sum of all Obedi-
ence, Rom. 13 9, 10. Leve is ibe fulfilling of
the Law, But the Love of Parents to their Chil-
dren is fuch as admits not of fuitable words to
exprefs it, it being fv intenfe and influential :
{o that God himfelf s pleafed to refemble His
Love to His Children by this, there being no
Comparifon that better refembleth it, +ful 103,
13. [fai. 49, 15.

3. THAT from this Generation there flows
a Natural right of Government xmia Farcuts
over their Children. ‘This very thing gives
them a claim to it, according to the Ditates of
right reafon.  And onthis account the Heathen
Moralifts were wont to place the reverencing
of Parents,next tothe worfhipping of the Deity
in their Natural Theology 5 accoumting thefe
two to be the prime and moft radiant diltates
of Mens Conftiences, being written with Sun-
beams in their hearts. So that as God challeng-
eth Sexvice from Men by the right of Creation,
Pfal. 1co 1,2 Demt. 32, 6. In like manver
the Duty of Obedience to Parents. is incolcated
from their belvg fo, Prev.31.2.  Yea,God him-
fe1f argueth with His People from this compari-
{on, Mal. 1. 6. A fon banoureth bis Faber, and
a fervane bis Malter . 1f then 1be Fuiber,where
is mine honour ?

4. THAT from the confideration of baoth
thefe joyntly,the e arifeth o dowble fors of Daiy,
which Parentsowe to their Children, vig. the
Provifion which they are to make for them,and

the Government which they are to exe:ci{'ehover
them,
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them. And to thefe two may all the feversl
Duties of Parents in that Reletion be reduced,
of which we may take a brief account :

(1.3 IT 25 the Dury of Farenie to sake Provi-
flon for their Chiidren,  And for this it 1s, that
God hath pat thofe Natural Affections into
themn, which may prompt them foto do 5 that
they may with more delight,difcharge theQbli-
gation lying upon them on this Account » And
not todo it, 1s worle thap bruitith ; hence that
Complaint, Lam. 4. 3. Even be fea monfiers
draw owtthe breaft, they give fuck o their young
ones 5 the dawphrer of my peopic is become cruel,
Tike the oftriches 1n the wildernefs, And this
Care 1sto be ufed for them, both with refpeét
to their Qurward and Inward Man : Their Bodres
and Sow/s belong unto this Charge incumbent
on them.

(1.} WITH refeé to their Badier or out-
ward Man : And the principal Duties here are,

1. IN rheir Lifancy temderly 1o nourifh them,
ti they are capable of previdiag for the mfelves.
Children are in their Minarity altogether nnca-
pable of looking after themfelves : There are
no other forts O%Cruatures equally fhiftlefs, o
that they muft needs perith without a Compafli-
onate looking alter ; and for this God hath gi-
ven Parents in Charge to do all the Offices of
Love tothem : We read, 1 Tim. 5. 8. Bur if
any provide zot for bis oan, and fpecially for
thofe of Wi; own boufs, be bath demed tbe faith,
and w.worfe thar enm infilel. They are tocar-
1y them in theirArms,lay them in their Bofom,
!13111] them with fuitable Food and Raiment,
waiglito defend them from Mifchief; and to
takasgre that they may want nothing for their
.ﬁlp}jtj? of Food ox Raiment, according to their
Abihity 3 and all this with greateft tendemefs;
3 qu?.’ 2.7

2, AS [bon as may be, 7o take carr for their
Briaging up, 1o befit 1o Live in tbe World when
Adult.  Children are not always to hang on
their Mothers Breafts, and be nourifthed from
their Father’s Table, but to be ufefall fox their
Own and the Publick Goed 5 as thofe who may
in time be Parents, and have a like Charge,
And it it a preat Duty on Parents tofee that
they be fitted for this, that when they come to
be for themfelves, they may not be a Burden,
but a Blefling to the Places they arein. For
this reafon early Endeavours are tobe uled with
them : Itis a Rule, Prov. 22, 6, Train #p a
child-in the way be fhowid go:. and when be is old
be will not depart frem i, And the fooner this
is done, the more likely are they to do it well,
and moch evil will be prevented.  Whatfeever
therefore is fit and needful to prepare them for
fnme Calling, is firft and carly to be taken care
for 5 and the leat that can be is to fee that
they be taught to Read and Write, before fuch
Time as they are of Age tohe put out to a par-
ticular Cailing,without which they cannot well
engage in any ; and when they are fo prepered,
to provide fome honeft Occupation for them,
which they may be Infiruéted in, that fo thc{
may have a Calling to Live on, without whic
nione cau Live honeflly : And becanfe there are

many Callings of Ufe for Mankind, fome more
Liberal, othersmore Servile s bot all Commens
dable in themfelves ; fome one is to be chofen
for them, which may belt fait to their Genige,
and the Fo/f they bear ameng Men. And tha
Parents are prudently toobferve the Inclination
ef thewr Children, and confider their Capacity 3
yet they ought to have an over-ruling influence
in this Affair: However, no Chiid is to be
bruu%.ht up without fome Employment, by
which he may beServiceable ; for the Law fuith,
2 Thef. 3. 1¢. That if any would not work, nei-
ther fhowld be eat,

3. WHILAT they are under their Wing, and
at their Providing, o allow them according to
their Ran& & fpiity.  Thefe Tws muft go to-
gether 5 for God's Providence 1s to be obferved
and comported withal : Thé Parents have a
right to difpole of, yet Children bave a right in
theit Eftates, whereof Ged hath made Parents
the Stewards; and thelr Allowances 1o theip
Children, onght to be oxdered with Diferetion.
Now Guod's Providence hath fet Men in divers
Stations ameng Men, and hath varicufly diftri-
buted of the things of this Life: And asitisa
Sin and Folly for Men to live above their
Ability, whatfocver Place they bear; foitisa
Dty to brincF up Children foitably to their
Rank, provided they keep within the compafs
of their Abilitlxl; and for thisend, they ought
to keep adne Medinm between fordid Fornri-
exfnefs, and profufe Leviftncfs : And this Care
is fpectally to be ufed by Parents in laying out
according to their Ability, for the good Educa-
tion of their Children, that they need not want
it, by reafon of their Covetoninefs.

& THE allowing of them a {wiiable Fortin
of therr Eitares,. It isthe Duty of Parents to
fay up fer therr Children, 1 Cor 12, 14. Aid
tho’ God orders this as He pleafeth, and it is the
Duty of Parents, to take care that they lay up
nothing for their Pofterity, but what is heneftly
gotten, left they provide a Cuxfe for thermn, and
not a Bleflng. Neverthelefs, Parents ought by
Frugality and Prudence, to lay by aPart of
what they Gain, for their Children; and diftri-
bute it to them according as there is Occafion
More particularly, when they difpofe them in
Marriage, that they may have fomething to bea
gin u}gon: And when they come to Die, by
difpofing by Will, a due Proportion to every
one of them, who have not before had it et off
to them; nor onght they to fhew lartiality,
much lefs to Difinherit any, upon any light
occafion,

(2.} WITH refpeét to their Sowls or inward
Man,  And this thould be the main Care, the’
the other ought not to be negle€ted 5 nor can
their Love Ee: regular, if they tzke up with
the Former,and neglect This,  And the Things
that are mainly here tobe obferved are,

1. TO 1eke care thar ibey be Boprized in
their [nfancy, FBaptifin is a 8eal of Initiation in
the Covenant of Grace ; and the' it bean Fx-
ternal Seal, and the Efficacy of it i pznds upon
the frec Grace of God s yet it is the Duty of
Parents toftek this for theirChildren,beca ufeiﬂog

it
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hath requived it 3 and hereby they are openly
dedicated to God, and brought under the Duties
andd Priviledges of the New-Covenant ¢ We are
alhired that Baptifm comes in the room of Cir-
comeifion, Cel. 2° 11, 12. In whawk alfe ye are
cireumcifed with the circumeifton made withowr
bands, in parring off the body of the fins of rbe
flefb, by the circemcifion of Chrift: Barved with
Bim in baptifm, wherein alfo yon are rifen with
him throagl the fuith of the operation of God,
wha bath raifed bim from thedead.  And we {ind
how Rrié God's injunétion was for that, in Gen:
17, 14, dnd the wrcircumeifed man-child whafe
Aub of bis fore_fkin is not circumcifed thar foul
Shall be cut off from bis people s be Burl brofen
wy Loueralth, ) .

2. T beearly inflrufting them in the tiys
of God, and counfeiling them about 1be Affairs
of therr Jouls,  Aud it nothing can they more
fhew their true Tove to them s and all their
Care For their Outward Man is little”in com-
parifon of this, and infignificant withant it ; {o
wue is that, Matth 16, 24, For whar is a man
profired, if be fhalf g i the whole wa:f!d, r'!{l"r.i Jaf e
hie own forl 3 or wial fhall 2 teant give in ex-
vhapge for bis feal?  Children are born with-
it any feedsofthe knovledge of the true Rel-
glop in thems; yea filled with corrupt Princi-
ples of Error, Ignorance, and Enmity :. Parents
therefore ought to begin betimes to inftifl mto
them the knowledge of the 1'rths of the word
of God, and tell theni theip natural miferable
Eftate 3 and ufe earnclt endeavours toperfwade
themn to feck God early, that if pofhible they
may.be Couverted to God 1n their Infancy :
We read, 2 Tim. 7. 15. Aud that from a chld
thow baft known the boly feriptures,which are abie
10 make thee wife sato falvitren, And doubt-
1efs this was by the careful Inftrufion of his
Parents: Hence that, Chap. 1. 5. When Teall
to rentembrance she wnfeigned fairh thar is inthee,
which dwelt firft in thy grandmother Lois, and
thy wmother Eanice s and [ an perfwaded 1hiz in
thee olfr. And herein Parents onght to fuit
their Inftructions to the Capacity of their Chil-
dronny 1 Cor. 3. 1,2 And this is to be ‘done
o2 all Grtable Qccafions ; {ee, Prov. 4. Bezsn.

2. CARLFULLY 20 fer bofore them agoed
Fixwsipley bothin Words & €arricges. Fxam-
ples uave a great influsnce npon Men, efjicci-
ally of fich wham they have 2 particnlar refpect
fr.  And Children in their Minority, ordina-
wily oblervenone mere rhan their Parents, and
wﬁ’l readily Iearn of their ways: And tho' it is
1rue, that they will morg readily learn Sin than
Holiuel, it being that which the Corrupt Na-
tnwe byalleth them to. s yet God ordinarly hlef-
futh this cautionfuefs to good Effedts and Pa-
rents will have Peace in this at Jaft,” whatfo-
ever the event be.

4. L0} be ever Commending ihem o God, by
wicefant and importnnate Prayer.  This thoold
sttend all their other Endeavonrs with and for
them, ina{mach as the Snccefs entirely depends
on the Blelling of God for them, which they
ought thus to corynend to him : They fhould
Pray with themn on thas accownt ;2nd endeavour

to let them fee how deeply their Souls are con=
cerned for them, as wellas thusfet them a good
Pattern of Prayer, and in their fecret Applica~
tions t0 Heaven, ‘to carry them to Gocr, and
with greatelt wreftlings to {trive for a Bleflng
on them ; to be often Praying for every one of
them,and faying to God a5 Abrabam,Gen.17.18.
O that Ifkmacl ‘might Hue before thee ' And
fuch aught to be their follicitude on this actonnty
that whatfneverflip theirmind in particular,yet
this may be never forgotten that God would
Blef their Childsén, and derive the Everlafts
ing Bleffings of the Covenant te them, actoss
ding to the Promife; Plul. 103. 15, 18. Bar thé
mercy of the Lord -ii from coerlofling to cuerd
lofting wpom themt tbar fear bim sund bis #ighten
orcfrefs unto childrens chiidren < To fuch ar keep
his covenant, and to thofe that remember big
commandments 1o do them.

C2) 1T 15 the Duty of Parets to exercife @
Parental Govesnment over their Children. That
God hath comuitted fuch a Government to
themy  and requires it of them, the Scripture
abundantly teftifies : Nay, the vay Light of
Nature difeovers it, and their Necefiity calls
forit: And thizis thfip@ bath from Clvil and
Feclefiafiical Government, the’ there be a et
femblance berween - them, ‘Lhat rhis Goverps
ment is not Defpotical or Arhitrary, s certaing
for the' they aremore left at lLiberty to cxer-
cife their Prudence in the Adminiftration of it 5
yet there are Limits fet to It ‘in-the word of
God, and Rules laid down, which preferibe the
Duues ot it, in the Cotnpafs whereof they are
to contain themfelves, And here et us obferve,
that this Governiment pecoliarly refpeéts theiy
Non-age, or the time whetein they are hot
cnine to govern themfelves, and fet up Fatinis
liesof their owny tho' then alio they are to
exercife a fitable Pareutal Anthority in fome
Cafes, © And here two general Rules may be of~
fered,

(1.) THEY ougr to maintain sbeir Authoris
1y, by avhiding the extreams of Rigowr & Indwi-
geace.  As Childrenate not to he treated either
as Brutes or Slaves, {o neither with over-fond-
nefs, and letting them enjoy their Wills in
every thing : hencé that Rule given, Eph. 6. 4.
Fathers proveke nor your(hiidren-to wr .th. They
are fo to Love them, as' to'let them kndw thelr
Place'; and fo alfo to: Rule them, as to'let thim
know their Parernal gﬂé&’cien to'the; ' They
mott be neither tho Pamiliar with thém, letk
théy defpife their Atathority, and wreft it Frony
thert 3 nor too much Efirange themfilves front
them left they be difcotiraged 5 and think them-
felves Difregarded : And great Biferetion is
here to be uled, according to their divers Lems-
ptrs and Dilpofitions.

(2.) THEY oaghrto ariemper their &Guver -
ment eccoriirg to the Age and Capactty of ther
Cbildren, Lhere 3s a Childifls Agé,- In which
they are notarrived at the ule of their Realon
with Difiretion, which afterwards they arrive to,
and they are to be Governed according]y ; This
is-plqainlr intimated i Gaf. a.deg. - And indecd

they will never be fo fit teGovern thenChild m']i'
i
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ifthey be mot taught to obey their Parents.
There is Infirution which is accommodated to
their rational Powers, and Corredtion which 1
to be applied to their Senfes ; and there 15 great
Prudence here to be us'd.  Correltion 18 never
to be admimiftred withent Inftruction, for then
it will likely lofe the Eund of it. Hence the
Hebrew and Greek Language have one and the
fame Word for both, both heing defigned for
Reformation. Correftion is not ordinanlfr to
be nfed, when Canviction by repreof, will as
well obtain the End.  Horfes, Afles, and Fools,
are the proper fubjefts of fuch Difcipline, Frov.
2¢, 3. Though in fome Notorious faults 1t is to
be applied, for the warning of other Children
to take heed to themfelves. Inftrution 3s oft-
per to beapplied than Correftion. It muft not
be always a Word and a Blow: Nor may Cor-
reftion be adminiftred in a Paffion, but with a
a Meek and Sedate Spirit, that they may be
made to sead Love in it, and know that it 15
done for their good, and upon neceflity, As
therefore they grow up to a Capacity, they are
to be treated more with reafeon, unlefs they re-
main fools and incorrigibie, without Seventy.

WOW the things in which Parents are more
particularly, to exercife their Authority over
their Children, whillt they are under their
Watch, are fuch as thefe,

1. THET arc to regulate them in their
Works and Recreations, They are to be fitted
for, and brought up to {fome Calling, that they
may be ufeful in thelr Gencration; and yet
there are Recreations, to be allowed them for
Diverfions. Hence that is promifed as a blef-
fing, Zech, 8. 5. And the fircess of the ciry fhatl
be j‘xi[ of boys and_girls playing in the flreets
thercof. But Children have no defcretion to
order themfclves in this regard, and therefore
are to have their Parents order in it ; and that
there are fo many Children brought up in Tdle-
nefs, and fpend their whole time 1n Play, is the
Parcats fault, and a negleét of the Antherity
which God hath vefted them withal, They are
to ot them their bufine(s, and {ee that they at-
tend it ; whether in attending Schools for their
Inftrution, or applying themiclves to labour,
when fit for it ; or in putting them out to fuch
Callings, as they judge moft convenient for
them ; this is implied in, Frov. 23. 6.

2, THEY ouglt to compeil them to keep Fa-
mily Order. There muft be Orders in every
Family, where there are Parents and Children,
elft God will be difhonoured by them : and no
Child in a Family, of what Age foever, is to
think himfuif difcharged from them. One fuch
Perfon in a Family, will put all into a rout.
FParents themfelves onght therefore to be exem-
plary to their Children in this, elfe they will
teach them diforder.  There are feufous for the
Worlhip of God, feafons for Meats, fezfons for
Natural Reft, and preparing themitlves for it.
And Parents ought not to mdulge thewr Children
in a practical negle@ of theft ; but to appoint
the Ordinary feafons for thefe things, andufe
their Authority over their Children for comply=
ing there~with-alk
A

2. THEY ought to exercife Authority svep
them, m regard 10 their Compady,  As Man's
Nature enclines lim to be Sociable, {o the Cone
nate Corruption in fallen Man,difpefeth him to
evil Society 5 aud Children eaily difcover the
Naughtinefs of their hearts in this regard, by
aflociating themfelves, with fuchasare lewd';
and are apt,very uneafily to fubmit themfelves
to be under reftraint in this regard : Bur as Py-
rents have an Authority, foin yothing ean they
more exprefs their Love to their Children,than
in ufing it to lay a refiraint upon them, We
read, Prov, 13, z0. He 2har walketh with wife
men, foall be wife . but 2 mm{aniaﬂ of fools fhall
be defiroyed, How watchful thercfore ought
they to bein thisregard ¢ Hence the filemn
Charge given to a Son, Prov. 1. 10 My fom, if
Jmmers entice thee, confent thau not,  And 23,
19, 20. Hoar thoumy fon, and be wife, arndsuide
tbiste beare in the way,  Be ot amongfl rictons
cearers of fiefb. And as thefe Inftructinns are
given with Authority, {o that Autherity is to be
ufed in Profecution of them.

4. T HETY jhould aifo govern them in their
Arrendance upon the Publick Ordinances of Wor-
fhip.  As their principal Care ought to be for
their Souls 5 fo, becaufe God hath ordained the
Ordinances of His Houle, to be the ordinary
Means of Salvation it 1s their Duty toCommand
them,and fee that they are Cheyed in this Mat-
ter.  Hence that, Gen. 18, 19, For [ Aaow bim,
that be will command big Chiidrent and s boxfes
boid after bim, and 2hey fhall kecp tbe way of tle -
Lord. And here, as they are to fee that they
doattend, and pot keep from the Ordinances
( for which reafon it is moft convenient, that
they frequent the fame Allembly with their
Parents, efpecially till they come to be at Difs
cretion to make a wifz Choife for themitlves, )
{o they cught carefully to reftain them, from
fich Aflemblies, where Heretical Doétrines are
taught, or Superftitions Worfhip is practifed ;
that fo they may pot imbibe thoft things in
their Youth, which will be hard to eradicate
afterwards.

§. THEY onght to exercife a pradenr Aw-
shority in the difpefal of them in Marrigze This
iz the moft Momentous Change, that befals
Perfons in thelr whole Lives: And that Pa-
rents have right in the Ordering of it, the very
Moral Heathen were perfwaded, by the light
of Nature. The care of Abrabam, and of lfaee
and Rebeeca upen thiz account, are commended
to 05 in the Word of God, for ourImitation @
And tho' neither ;Reafon por Religion zlows
Parents to put a foree on their Children in this
matter, inafmuch as they cannat put Conjugal
Affection into their Children, without which
that Relation will not be an Happinefs, but a
Mifery s yet their Adviee and Direflion isto be
uled, and their Confent is to be had ordinarily,
cxcept by thetr fordid and brutithCarriage, they
necellitate their Children to feck redrels from
higher Powers.  And more peculiarly are they
to exert this Authority in forbidding, and ae
much as in them lies preventing, their being

unequally yoked with Perfonsthat are of anosber
Religion.
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Relgion. 'There were therefore a Moral Rea-
fin in that Law given by Hefes, Deut. 7. 3, 4,
Netiher fhale 0o make Marricges wirh ihent s
thy Dawghicr thow fhalt nor give wnte bis Son,
nor bix Dawghrer fhait thow 1ake waro thy Spu,
For they will rarl away thy Son frem following
e, that they may ferve oiber gode = fo will 1he
anger of the Lord be findled againff yes, and de-
Froy thee fudden’y.  And toone of thie fore-cited
Heads, may be rediced, whatever particonlar Pre-
copts 2te given inthe word of God; on this ac:
count,

Us 8. AND to quicken Parerts to thielt Dn-
ties, Let us condider that God requires 1t of our
hands, and will call us te d4n acconnt for the
Children fo put ender our Charge @ Their well-
being in this World, and another, hath no little
concern in it ¢ and our own Cotnfort or Sarrow
in them. God Iz wont prdinanly to blefs fuith-
fulneft in this regard with good fheceds, and we
muy hope to live inn them honourably when we
are pone; and to feet them agailn with Joy;
in the Great Day.
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3T =TT FRT ir a2 Homour which Chillren

oA [Jembly’s Catechifm,

6og

are accountahle to the Civil Powers for their
inpring their Children ; and 1w {ome calea to
repair tothetn for Jultice sgainft Rubellicus and
Contumacious Childreh, as God appointid in
Ifiacl : and cvery well erdered Government al+
lows vate Children arelief agrindt the Unrea-
fonableTreatmenrts of Unnatural Parents.

2. THAT God Lath i Szpream Fosr ovep
botlr Farenrs and (hitlren. They sre tquall
nder His Governmetit, & obliged to Obéy Eisz
Commands 3 He havir g and vfing Authority to
prefiribe Dhities, and mve Lavws fo them
‘Though the reafohi of the Authority of Parents!
and Saljection of Children, islaid 1n the Rela-
tion itfelf, yet God himlfelf i the Law-giver un-
to both 5 and He alene is the abl:lute Suvereign
over the whole Creation: 'Tho' Parents havesx
Cemimand wver their Childresd, yet God Com-
mands them both, and onie uswell 23 the other.
is to Teek the Tatv ot His Meudh,

3. THAT beacé Chitdren are bound equally
teitlh their Farenes 10 Qbey God, nid imnft be cal-
led to an Account before Him for it. They Ja=
botir of a miftake, who think that God hath f
fithjected Children to thetr Parcuts,that they are
iot to enguire further into their Duty, than the
Plezfure of their Parents 5 and that if thele lay,
any {inful Commands on their Children, they
are without further epquiry to perform them ;'
and that not ‘Lhey, but only their Parents ares



