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F2as HICH is the Fiftb Command-
i Wﬁ‘ thent 2

FEIE ANswER,

THE Fifth Commandment is, Honour
thy Farber and thy Motber, that thy Days
may be long upon the Land which the Lord

thy God giveth thee.
‘NZ' E have formerly obferved, That the Ten
Commands, are diftributed into Two
Comprehenfive Partsaccording as God Himfelf
was pleafed to write them, in Two Tables. The
fermer direfting us to the Duties of Worfhip,
and the Jatrer to Duties of Charity. Which
diftributicn our Saviour gives Countenance to,
in that He reduceth all MoralObedience to thefe
two heads, Matth. 22. 37,38. Fefus fuid urto
biw, Thow jhalt love the Lord tby God with oll thy
beart, and with all thy fouland wirb all thy wind,
This is the firft and greas commandmens|  This
alfo is favoured by the diftributing the Principle
of Obedience, into Holinefs and Righteoufnefs,
Eph. 4. 24. The one ferving to firft Table, the
other to fecond Table Duties. The reafon of
this Partition,is warily to be obferved. Let us
then here remember, that God is the Laft End
and Supream Object of all cur Obedience, nor
will it be accepted by Him, except we terminate
it in Him : for every Command in the word of
God, belongs to Religion, which muft have Him
for its Object, elfe 1t cannot be reckoned to be
Religious. But we are fo confider this Obedi-
ence with a diftin¢t and diverfe refpect, which
1t bears to the Object of it, which gives the rea-
fon of this diftin€tion, viz in refpe@ of the
next and 1immediate Objett, which our Obedi-
ence is directed to; God is the next or imme-
diate Object of al! fir} Table Duties ; for thefe
all point us te Religious Worthip, which cagnot

be performed to any other but Him, Matth. 4.
10. Thox fbalt worfbip the Lord thy God, and bimt
only fbalt thou ferve. 1t is therefore Idclatry
to pay it to any other : Whereas Man is the
Immediate Obje€t of our Charity, or of fecond
Table Duties,tho” all muft ultimately terminate
on God. All Obedience is called Love, 2 Tim.
¥. 13. But then it is divided into the Love of
God, and of our Neighbour ; and we are to re-
member, that we are to Love God for Himfelf;
but to Love our Neighbour in and for God. It
15 not enough that we Love Him, but we muft
take the meafures by which we regulate this
Love, from the Mouth of God ; and for this rea-
{on, this Love is in Scripture frequéntly called
Righteoufrcfs,becaufe when we do them Juftice,
we then Love them ; if otherwife, we  do not
Love but hate them, Hence that, Lev. 19, 19,
Thou fhalr not bate thy Brother in thy beart,
Our Saviour fums up all Second Table Duties
in that One, Mat. 22. 30. Thou fhalt love ihy
Neighbour as 1hy felf . And He giveth that glofs
upen it, in Math. 7. 12. Therefore all things
whatfoever ye wouid that men fhouid do 10 Jou,
do ye cven fo 1o them - for this is the Law and
the Prophers.  1fhall here only further remark,
that as we formerly took netice, that the Firft
Command in the Firft Table comprehends tl e
ground and reafon of all the other Precepts re-
lating to Worthip, fo this Fifth, which is the
Firft 1n the Second Table, is the foundaticn of
all that follow, and they may be reduced to,and
inferred from it : Neverthelefs, God hath {een
meet to divide thefe Duties under feveral heads,
which contain {o many particular Precepts for
our better information, and therefore there is
fomething peculiar in each of them, which we
may take up in their Order : We may therefore
proceed to confider this, in the fame Method
which our Catechifm layeth down, and which
hath been obferved in thofe which went before,
HERE then,
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QuesTron LXIV.
WHAT is required in the Fifth Com-

mandment €
ANsWwER,

THE Fifth Commandment requireth,
the preferving the Honour, and perform-
ing the Dutics belonging to every one in
their feveral Places and Relations, as Su-
periors, Inferiors, or Equals.

H AT we may take right meafures in
laying forth the mind and meaning of
this Command, and confider the juft Compre-
henfinn of it, let usin general Obfetve, That
the Fifth Commandment hath a proper re-
ipett to the Order which God hath placed a-
mong Mankind ; and the Relative Daties
which do How from the Narure of that Order.
Only it muft be confidered,chat all Relations,
and the Relazive Duties which arife from
them, do not ftriftly belong to this Precept,
as itis diftinét from thofe which follow,
tho” we oblerved, they may be reduced to it :
For it isa Truth, that every Duty hath it's
Doty founded in fomme Relation, which we
bear to the Objelt of it ; and therefore there
are Relative Duties belonging to every of
the Precepts. But that which this Command
defignedly hath refpedt to, is the Order it
felf wirich God hath in Wifdom fecn meet 1o
place Minkind in ; which cannot be orderly
maintained without fome ftated Rules for the
upholding of it. That therefore we may come
at the things contained in the Affrmarive past
of the Command, let us in general obferve,
1. THAT GOD bath appointed thar there
Should be feveral Ranks & Qrders among Man-
Rind in this World. That there are {uch Or-
ders, d7 falfs, cannot be denied, becaufe we
{ee it every where; and tho’ fome barbarous
and bruitifh Nations have but litcle of it ; yet
they have fomuch as will witnef3, that there
is a Principle rooted in the Nature of Man,
that there ought tobe fuch athing : And that
it is of God’s Ordination, that there thould be
fuch Orders, iscertain, not only becaufe the
Light of Nacure convinceth Mankind of the
Neceffity of it, and without it the World
could not be keptin Order, but would forth-
with run inte Confulion,and fall into a Rout;
but alfo God hath told us His mind in this
regard in His. Word ; and the feveral Rules
there 1aid down for Men’s Carriage therein,
fully proves it; as will afrerwards be more
parcicularly confidered,  Nay. this Order was
neceflacy during Man’s Intearity, much more
under the Apoftacy. One part of the Harmo-
ny in Heaven, is the Order there is among
the Angels; and were there not fomething of
it upheld among the Rebel Rout of Devils,
Hell mift'disband. And tho’ all Orders which
Men may ordain, are not approved by God;
yet that therefhould beQrdersis His revealed

Will and Pleafure : Rom,
that be are ordained of God,
2. THBAT G OD bath fuited Duties 10 the

13. 1. The pawe;:c

Jeveral Orders, which He buth placed Aen i

‘The neceflity of this appears, “from the Frd
of their Appointment, viz, For the Good of
Mankind, and the maintaining of, Peace and
Society among Men : Now this Fnd cannot be
artained but by fetting the duc bounds and li-
mits to thele Orders, and accommodaring of
Dutics to the feveral forts and ends of thom.
Thefc Rules were at firft wrirten upon Men’s
Hearts, and Man wounld have known hisDury
by the Nature of the Siation which God had
put him in; but the Apoftacy hath much
blurred thefe Rules, {o that Men's Confti-
ences labour of Error abour them ; and befides
there is a diforderly Difpofition in Men, by
reafon of Carnal Lufts, which makes thoft in
Superiour Order aptto be Boundlefs and Ar-
bitrary, and fo Tyrannical ; and fuch as are
Inferiour to be unealy,and not willing to bear
the Yoke, or be under any Command. Now
to reltify both of thefe diforders, Ged hath
laid down Precepts in His Word, by which he
hath fet bounds to hoth thefe Exorbitancies ;
as willalfo afrerdrards be eonfidered.

3. THAT 1befe Dutics cannot be mutually
difcharged, as they ought, withour a due refped
born each 1o other, according 1o the Order where=
in they fland forelared. A due refpeft enter-
tained in the Heart for others, according to
the Station which Ged hath fet them in, is ab-
folutely neceffary for theObediential difcharge
of the Duties which the Precept obligeth us
tothem in. For tho’ if we ourwardly carry
it to them very fairly and plaufibly they may
be fitistyed, becavfe they do not know our
Hearts; yet it is no ALt of Obedicnce to God,
any further than we have a due regard to His
Command, which requires, not Complemen-
tal, but Cordial Carriage in all our Duties to-
wards Mans as, 1 Joh. 3, 18, My lirtle chil-
dren, let as nior Iove 1 word, nestber intongue,
but 2 deed and in trash, And as God calls for
ir, fo He knows the Hearr, and will judge of
our Carriage by ir, Befides,if we do not main-
tain this refpe& in us.to them, there will be
the ‘contraty Contemipt, which will notwith-
ftanding all our cunning to diffemble it, fome
way ot other difcover it {elf; and make us of-
ten Tranfgreffors. It will make the Yoke of
Obedience that God hath [21d uponour Necks
unealy, which would otherwife be delightful,
and. {o prompt usro break all Order.,

4 THAT afl thefe Orders, togerher withibe
Relative Dutigs belonging to them, and the Frin-
ciple from-which this Obedience must flow, belong
1o this Command. Thisindeed isgenerally de-
pied by the Secimians, and they will allow
nothing more to be intended in i, but the
Duties arifing from the Relation there is he-
tween Parents and Children : And the ground
of their denial is,  becaufe they would incro-
duce cheir Natural Religion, as that which is
more perfeét than thar which is lzid out in the
Scriptures: And for that reafon wouldI per.
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fwade us, that there are more Moral Duties re-
quired of Men, than are comprehended in the
Decatogue or Ten Commandmenrs given on Mount
Sinai,  That there are fuch Duties required of
Men, mn regard of thefe Relations cannot be de~
nicd, for in other Texts of Scripture they are
exprefly laid. Here therefore to clear this mat-
ter, let usobferve, ‘

1. THAT aif the Duties both Moral and
FPofitive, whichare required in ihe Word of God,
are reductble 19 one or other of tbe Ten Command-
memts, When therefore our Saviour had given
the Surit of themn, as comprehended in the Two
Tubles, he adds Marth. 22. 40, Ori thefe oo
commandments bang all the lew and the prophets,
i.e. All the Precepts which are to be found in
the whole Scriptures, - are: but Commenzarees on
thefe Two, and are therefore methodically tobe
referred to one or other of them, For this rea-
fon the Two Tables, or the Precepts therein con-
tained, are called the Covemant, Deut. 4. beg.
Now this Covenant confifted of Twe parts, viz.
What God 1was, or would be to them, contained
in the Prefice; and, whar He expefted 1hey
Jhould be to Him, exprelt in the Commands
themf{elves ; fo that all Moral Obedience, or all
that He requires of a People inCovenant with
Him, is fummarily contatned in them.

2. THAT the feveral Orders which God hath
placed Men in, and ihe Relative Dusies refer-
ring thereto, are reducible 1o 1o other Command
in the Decalogue, but the Fifth. That they
yuft be reduced to oneor other is evident, be-
caufe elfe the Decalogue would not be a perfed
Ruole of Manners or Moral Obedience, which
would be to Charge God with imprudence or
inadvertency, which is highly derogatory to
His Glory. That they do not belong to any of
the Precepts of the Firft Table, is therein ma-
nifeft becaufe ail of them are reftrained to Re-
ligious Worfhip, which hath God for it’s imme-
diate Objett; whereas theft Orders are placed
between Men, and are therefore nextly to be
applied to them, as their immediate Objects.
Nor can they be reduced to any of the other
Precepts in the Second Table ; becanfe tho they
{uppofe fome Relation that Men ftand in one
to another ; yet they do not refpedt the dif
ferent Orders of Men, but concern the Com-
mon Aftairs of Mankind, as they ftand in a
Level, withregard to the Duties therein enjoy-
ned ; aswill appear when. we come to take
them under a diftin@ Confideration ; it there-
fore remains that they belong to this. Hence,

3. THAT a right 1aking up the meaning of
the Words of the Command, according to Scripture,
and Application of the general Rules, Jormezly
given for th: Underflanding of the Decalogue,
will clear upthis suatter 1o s, 1 fhall not here
repeat the Rules which were laid down, in the
Expefition of the Forty-firft Queflion, where
we had Nume Rules given for cur Direfion
in this Affair, But we may here take an Ac-
count of the Preceptive part of this Command,
and the import of the Words, in which it is
exprefled. The Command it felf confifts of Two
vaits, 1. A Frecept, Hogour thy Father and shy

Motber. 2. A Motive to uige it by,
Days may be bong upon the Lend which 1be Lord
thy God giveth tber.  And itis the former of
thefe that we have prefent Concery withal :
And we are to obferve, that the Precept is 1aid
down Affirmatively, whereas all the rcft are
laid down only Negatively, except the Fowrih,
which is exprefled i’ both ways But we
bave formerly obferved,.that whin any Duty
is enjoyned, the contrary Sin” is forbidcen,
e contra s for in regard to every Command it ig
capable of being Sinmed againft, - ejther by O-
miflion o Commiffion : Noz need we over-ca-
tioully to ask after & Reafon why ‘God exprefs
feth fome Affirmativelyothers Negitively, only
it may fuffice, that God would have us to know,
that it is not enough to abftain. from the more
grofs viclations of his Commands ; but that He
alfo expeéts that we do carefully Conform ta
the Prattice of the Duties required i them. In
the Freceps it felf, Two thirgs are to be obfer-
ved,

1. THE Thing required with refpect to thefe
Orders of Men s Hontower. The word in the firf
Conjugation fighifies to he Heavy 5 but inano-
ther, to Honour : Metaphorically intimating,
that the root of Honouring another, is in the
Upinion we have of them, which is beavy or
ponderous 5 and hence on the other hand, to
Contema is a word which firftly fignifies Lighr,;
and therefore it is Metaphorieslly fer forth, b
being lightly efteemed, 1 Sam. 2. 20. And thy'
Honour nextly points to the refpect-and defee
rence which is paid by an Inferiour to- a Supe-
riour; yet it is here extendible to all the Dy.
ties, which are mutually to be performed by all
Orders, one to another ; in whatfoever Rank
they ftand related each to the other : © And thia
is explained in the Catechifm inTwo rhings

(1.} THE Freferving the Honowr, Homour
in propricty of Speech, intends, the juward
good Effcem that we have of one for any Emi-
nency or Excellency we obferve in him'y or for
any Dignity which God hath in His Providence
put upon him : Now the preferving this Honour
comprehends Two things in it, 1. The main-
taining of this Effeem in our Hearts, s, The
endeavouring 1o zpbold it in our Cerriage o7 out-
ward Comuverfation among Mem,  But thefa
things will come to be diftinétly and {everally
laid forth afterwards.

(2.) THE Ferforming of the Datics which
belong to them : for then we praétically Ho-
nous a Perfon, when we carefully difcharge the
Duties we owe to him, according to the Station
which he ftands related to us in. It is ot
enough to maintain an inward eftecm of them,
but it muft be manifefted in a way wherein it
may be duly teflified : And it muft be only the
Dauties which belong, or which we owe to Him
on the account of the Poff which he isin : To
do lefs than this,is to difhonour him ; to do more
argues either grofs Ignorance, or vile Contempt,
or fordid Flattery. © What thefe Daties are,
may alo be referred to their proper place.

2. THE Objeit of this Duty s aby Fuber and
Mopber. Quy Catechifm expounds it, Every
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ofte in their feveral Places and Relations : But
this needs to be explained,. We have before
been told, that this Precept doth not engrofs
all che Relations in which Mankind do fiand
concerned. one with another : But only thofe
of Order 5 and therefore we are to underftand
the followingWords in the Anfwer tobe Exe-
getical and Inftrudtive of the former, viz.
Whether Superious, Inferiours, or Equals. The
Words in the Command are Emphatical and
Comprehenfive, and are to be underftood both
propetly and tropically.

1. PROPERLT; and {o it intends, the
Immediate Parents of a Perfon; and are these-
fore particularly mentioned, becaufe this Or-
deris moft Natural, ( as we fhall have occa-
fion to obferve, ) and therefore are moft fit to
be mentioned,rothir g being more convincingly
evident by the Light of Nature,than that fuch
arefpett is due rromChildren to their Parents,
Farber and. Mother are the commonRoot from
which Children {pring 5 and hence the reafon
is elfewhere giver, Prov. 23. 22. Hearken anto
aby father. thas begar thee, and defpife nor hy
mother when fBe-1s o/d. And to thisHead do alfo
belong allProgenitorsin a diredk Line,as Grand
Parents, and all afcending 3 becoufe we are
lineally defcended from them : And for that
seafon they are called our Faibers and Mo-
thers in Scripture Language.

20 METAPHORICALLY ; and fo the
word is often ufed in che Scripture: And fo
it comprehends under it, all Superiours, in
what refpeet foever: We fhall therefore find
this Title given to Kings; it was a common
Title put upon the Kings of the Philiftines;
Abimelech, which fignifies, My Fatber the King
and che Servants. of ANaamaen addrefled him
with this Title, 2 Kimes 5. 13. Thus the
Prielts were entituled by the People ; hence
thar, Judg: 17. 10. Dwell with me, and be unto
me afarher and apriefl.  Thus was the Pro-
phet accofted by the King, in, 2 Kizgs 6, 21,
12.14. Thus Pea! applies himfelf either to
the Elders or Ancient Men in Ferufalem, Alls
22.1. Andin all thefe refpeéis it is tobe un-
derftood in the Command.

3. STNECDOCHICALLT : Foraswe
Lave obferved, all the Duties which are mu-
tual between Perfons in refped of the Order
they ftand in, 2re here to be anderftood. It
is certain,that from all the Relations that Men
bear each to other, there are reciprocal Du-
ties incumbent onthem;. and there are Pre-
cepts given in the Word of God for them, on
both fides, and they cannot be {o properly re-
ferred toany other Command. Sothatasthe
Daties to Supcriouts is in the frft place point-
ed nextly to, which is to be paid them by
Inferiours s fo there is to be confidered under
this Precept, the Duries which Superiours do
owe to Inferiours ; for they are no more left
by the Word of God to be defporicel, than the
others to be difobliged - And we have before
obferved, that this [atitude is neceflary 1o be
allowed,. to the right underianding of the
Law, Sothar, beth C(hiidren with relpect to
their Natural Parents and FProgenitors ;

and_all Swbjeits, in whatfoever kind or degree
of Subjeciion they are placed among Men,
are here to be raught and inftruéked in their
Duty which they owe to fuch as are Superiour
to them. And our Catechifim alfo brings in
Lguals ; for there are fome who ftand on cven
Ground, and in the fame Rank with others,
to whom alfo they owe a Duty in that Or-

der.. MNow, thoughit iscertain, thatthe Do~

ties are mutual, yet they are not the {ame be-
tween Superiours and Inferionts: There is
one fort of Duties, which God hath laid npon
thofe whom he hath placed above othersin
Dignity or Authotity ; and another fort of
Duties required of fuch as God hath put be-
low othets; and made to owe Submiflion of
Subjedtion to them : And therc are Duties
diftinét from either of thefe, which are in-
cumbent on Equals, as fuch, berween them-
felves ; and therefore all of thefe are to
be taken apart, and handled by themiclves
feverally, If therefore we world wnder-
ftand the Mind of this Command in the Lati-
tude of it, our way is to enquire after the fe-
veral Orders which God hath placed among
Men; and then enquire, what is the Expref-
fion of Honour which is appropriated to each
of thefe,under the confideration of their frand-
ing fo selated, one to the other ¢ And for this
the Word ot God is to be conlucedy and we
mult warily obferve what Duties ate common
to Al Men, as they are Moen 5 and what be«
long to the feveral particular refpedts which
they. bear one to another, with refpedt to Dig-
pity, either Equal or Unequal : And here it
may be obferved, that one and the {ame Per-
fon, may bear divers Relations of Qrder, with
regard to others, and that either 1o different
Yerfons , or fometimes to the {ame Perfon ¢
Thus a Queen, may be both a Witeand a
Subjeft to the King: A Mar both a Husband
and Subject to 2 Yucen: A Man be both a
Brother and a2 Servant to his Brother ;  Yea,
One Man may be both Superiour and Inferi-
ourto another, accerding to the difterent Or-
der he ftands in: Thus a Man, who bears no
Office of Civil Authority onhim, tnay bea Fa-
ther to one who is in great place of Dignity 5
and yet it is ccrrain, that each of thefe Rela-
tions,hath it’s Duties infeperable from it and
the one doth not difannul or difcharge from
theother, but each cught in it’s place duly to
be obferved. In the Inveftigation of rhefe
Duties, we muit in each of them confider the
Relaze, and the Correlate in Conjunction; bes
caufz their murual Duties do infereach other 3
And we may begin with thofe that ftand inan
Incguality, Viz. Superiours and Inferiours ; he=
caufe thefe are nextly and immediately point-
ed at in the Command, Now as the ground
of the different Orders among Men, istor the
duc maincaining of Humane Societies, that
they may be kept in a good State, and not be
torned into a Rout; Man being made a Soci-
able Creature, and his outward Happinefsha-
ving aneceflary Dependance on the Peacea=
blenefs of this Society 5 itis therefore fit that

every one do know his Rank and Station in i:_ :
¥
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{o there are feveral Orders between Men, made
and appeinted by God, the principal whereof,
may be reduced to two heads, viz. Nararal,and
Poistical. 1 kunow others generally diftribute
them, into CEconemical and Political : But tho'
1lift not to contend about Terms, efpecially
when the things themfelves will amount te the
fame in the iffue § yet I chuferather to follow
it, under this diftribution. A brief account of
each of thefe, may be taken in the further Pro-
fecution of the Duties réquired by this Com-
mand ; and Firft of the Muural
[ Mavy, 4 1702 ]
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and the Superiority over Children by vertue of
the Relation, is 1 both joyutly, And becaufe
they are but One in_making the Relation, yet
are Two diftiné Perfons, they are to be parti-
cularly referred toin this. For vhich reafor
the word of God mentions them feverally, as
in the Command,fo elfe-where freque.tly. And
becaule Children are too apt to {light their Mo-
thers Authoiity, this is iict put in Conjunétion
only, but fometimes mentioned Emphatically,
Prov. 6. 20. Lev, 19.2. Hence allo’ Mothers
have charge given them, and are reproved for
negle€t, and commended for fidelity in this re-
gard, 2Chron, 22.3. Frov.31. 1..;” Now that we
- mnay take up aright conception of the Daties
+ here peculiarly concerned, we niay begin it at
its riilc,and {o purlue it to the particulars, in the
following Confiderations,
t THAT the foundation of itbis Relaticn. is



