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SERMON CLIX

HAT it is theDivine Prerogative,
to amake or appoint Inflirations
in Worfbip, This Power belongs 1o God alone,
and to no other, ngither Argel nor Man, It
s true, thele may bethe [altraments of dif
covering to usthe Will of God in this regard.
Bur to appoine any Ordinance of Worfhip, is
beyond their Liberty, The Reafon whereof
may he aftertvards canfidered, under the Ne-
garive part of this Command, Here only 1
thall offer o fow Afferiions for the Demeoen-
ftration of this Coxclulion, viz,

1. THAT God alone is the Lmmediare Objedt
of al; Werjhip, The Objett of Obedience in
general, ir elther lwmediate ot Ulrimare, That
God 'is the Ulrimare Object of all Obedierce
is cerrain, We are 1o do all with acknow-
ledging him to be the mit Cavfe ol all thirgs,
and confequently to eyz his Commard in i,
and with feeking his Gloty as eur laft end, in
all that we do.  And except we thus per-
form zll Daty, it will not amount ro Ohedi-
ence to Ged, ket it benever {o conformable to
the Rule, as to the matter of it.  Bur ftill,
there are T'wo Tables in the moral Law, the
Second whereof contains Dury to Man, cor
Tove to our Neighbour, and in thele, the
Creature is the fmmmediote Obielf of cur Duty 5
whereas,the ¥t Table eijoyrs us, in Dutles
which have Ged for the next Ohjedt, as well
as the lafk End of them: So thar we are to
be carried forth in them, dircttly 1o God.
Such are all the Dories of Wauithip. Aceerd-
iitg o, Mat. 4 10, Thowu fbalt werfbap the Lord
thy God, and bim enly fka't theu ferve. Sothat
we may not pay any Worthip,te any other but
God, fo much as intesmediately. Hence that,
Hai. 42 8, [ amthe Lord, that is my Name, and
myglory will 1 rot give 10 another, meuher wry
pratfe 10 graves images. o

s THAT the Inflirurions in Worfhip, are
properly Media to help us in our Natvral
Worfhip. They are not ordained for their
own {ake, bur with a refpelt to the fermer,
How far, and in what relpelt they are fo, we
ohlerved under the firft Conclufion. And it
is here to be remarked amain, to lead us in
cur prefene fearch, Whar is contzined in
this Nacoral Worfhip, was conlidered under
the former Command. In faw, itisto Know
God, to Acknowledge him to be Ged, and
glerify him as Ged.  Now Man, 25 a
dependent Crearure, ltands in need of help
in this Concern 3 much more fallen Man,who
hath no natural Lighe lefe in him, to dirett
him how to Worlhip God acceprably,  And
thereforcGod hath plealed to thew him a way,
wheiein he may doit; and to this way be-
long all the laftitutions, appeinted to Man
fince the Fall. .

3. THAT all Inftirutionses fuchare Pofinre
and Arbitrary, 1 fay, as fuch, for we before
obferved, that there are Duties, which i

Conclu. 2,

themfelves belorg to Natural Worlhip, that
God hath appointed to be performed in In-
ftituted Worthip : Buat thac this Duty is to
be performed under this Inftivution, and thac
under another, is an Arbitrary thing, and de-
pends onrthe will of the Inftiruter. But
befides, there are Luftitutions, which wholly
and incirely are Pufirive. There is no Naru-
ral Connettionbetween theDutics themielves,
and the End for which they were appainted,
Such are all the Ceremnniegs appointed,either
under the Old, or New Teftament ; Aud the
fupream rcafon that we can give of 1he Af-
pointment of thefeis, that it was rhe pleafure
ot him thar ordained them, to enjoyn them.,
Thaey did not proceed from his Nature, nor
were they in themielves neceflary,for the due
honouriighim,by the reafonable Creature,but
only he faw good to appoint them. Though
ftill it muft beacknowledged, that he had a de-
fignin them,which was his ownGlory,and our
Bencfit, However, the Seal of them is only
this, Lam the Lerd.  Aond Re might have ap-
pointed others, as well as thefe, had he fo
pleafed.

4. THAT the Ufefulncfs and Efcacy of all
Luftitutions in Worlhip, depends on (he [lea-
JSure ot the Inllicuter, Their vfefulnels con-
fifts 1 their ferviceablerefs ro the end for
which they were appointed. Forwe ol ferved,
that they themfelves are nor an end, but 2
Mediem 10 it 5 and in this refpet are they
a Medium, viz, as they may advanrage us 1o
promove the great Eud of all Waithip, which
is to glorify Geod, and enjry Commusion wirh
him, which is out true Bleffednefs : and if
they mifs of thisendinus, they do evenrualty
bec.me vain Oblations, ard in norefpelt pro-
firable tous. And rthisis their ulefulnefs, when
they help forward the Graces of Holinefs in
us, ard {p lead usto Erernal Life, Now this
Efficacy depends upon the Inltituter, We
cannot give it to them, ner make rhem thus
powerful vo us, it mult therefore come from
Lim who ordains them 5 nor can our depen-
dence for it,be ratfonally placed en any other,
And it hence neceflarily follows, that nons
elle can,with any reafon,pretend to make fycht
Inftitetions, but he who can put vertue jsro
them, to caufe them to advance this defign.
Forany toappeint a Religions Ordinance,who
cannot command a Blefling to accompany the
uling of ir, it is both egregious folly & arro-
gance, and the very light of Nature condemns
ir.,

5. THAT God, and beonly can give a Blrffing
and Succefs vo any Inftitucion. He can do ir,
let the Medium be what it will, and to an
eye of humane 1eafon never fo improbable,
as having no natural Connexion with the end
for which it isordained; yec it he Commands
it, he is able to make ir cerrainly to artain jts
end. He therefore often chufeth fueh Mediz
as Men count foolifhirefs, thar therein he may
itluttrare the glory of bis Wifdom & Power.
The Preaching of Chrilt Crucfied was fo
ellcemed, by the 7ew and Greek, 1 Cor. 3. 232
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But we preech ChrilF crueifisd, mmro the Fews ¢
fumbling biock, and unto the Greeks foolifbnefs.
And yet he rells us, ver. 24 Buwt wnto them
wbich are colled, bah Fews € Greeks, Chrift, the
proer of Gad, and the wiflom ¢f God.. And
furcher declares, ver. 24,27, Not many wife
sen after the fléfp, not many mighty, wot many
foble arg called, Bar God bath ch:fen the foolifp
things of the world, 16 conjeand 1he wife, and
God batl clofen bz weak things of the world 1o
corfound the things that are mighty.  And he
challepgeth this co himfelf, 11 48, 17. Thas
Jaiib the Lard thy redeemer the boly one of Ifrael,
L am ahe Lord 1hy God which teacheth thee 10
prafit.  And thar no other but he can do, is
equilly certain, And there needs nothing
more to dsmanftrate this, than ro confider,
thar the molt able & faithful Minifters whom
he makes afe of in the difpenfztion of his
Inftitutiens, do nrretly difclaim any Ability
jn. them, ro make any on¢ ot 1hefc Ordi-
pances, ¢ffettual ro the faving good of thole
to wham they difpenfe them ; but referihat
entirelyto him, Which ArgumentFealufath,
to beat off bis Corinthians, from placing an
over-valug upon the beft of Minilters, 1 Cor,
. 520,70

? 6. THAT God hath engoged Wis Blefing to
me other Inltiturions, huor thole of his own
Appointmenr. He bath encouraged his Peo-
ple, to arrerd upon hisown, by promiling his
prefence and blethng with them, in their dve
atcendancs on them, Exod, 20, 24. In all pla-
eos where Lrecord my Name, 1 will come unto
thee, and Twill blefx thee. Bat he bath notfo
dane, if regird of any other.  He threarped
them with his Anger, as will atterwards ap-
pear ; and for this reafon, they thar attend
them, are faid ro Worfhip hitnia vain, Mat,
15. 9. But in vain they do worffip me, 1caching
Jor dofirine the commandments of men. 1t Men
counld oblige God, to fuceeed all their Inven-
tions, which they prerend tabe for hisGlory,
they might have a Plea for them; but it 15
not Io, bat the contrary, and (he reafon of
it may be confidered iy its proper Place. Here
only let it be obferved, that it no Inftitutions
are of ufe or benene, but fuch as are under
Heaven’s approbation and bleflirg, it muft
needs follaw, thartitis an abale 1o Mankind
for any to lay fuch an Injonétion on Men,
when they ¢an fecure no Bepefit to their ar-
tendance on them.

7. THAT all Inftitutions of Wosthip bind
the Confeience, which is fubjelt 1o Gaod only.
Al Worfhip that is lawtul is due to God, tor
he is the only Objettof it, and all the Serviee
which is due to him, mult kave a Divine
Law for iv; . for no lefs an Authority can
warrant it.  And all Divire Laws er fach,
vind the Confcience, For Ke is the Lord of i,
ard he himfetf hath afured vs, that he will
punifh them that violare his Ordinantes, tho’
fecretly. Now he that pays Con{tientious
©Ohedience to any Inftitorions, dorh therein
own, that his Conlcience is fubje to that
Auachority, by which they are enjoyned ; and

becanie God only knows, and can jud e 1he
Comdticrte, it inuft either have (hat iu‘;f
hath himie!lf appointed, or Authorized dno-
ther to appeint in his Name 3 bur Ged bath
referved chis ro himftll, and harh limited dig
to this Rule, in Licur, 12, 32, What iling jo-
ever I command you, abferve to dvir ; thaw fhalk
siot add 1berero, vor diminifh from iz,

Conclu. 4. THAT the Word of Gad 15 b
enly Rele, by which we are to inform our
ielves, whatare the Ordinances of Divipe In-
ftitnrion. [t we would know what are shofs
Pofitive Precepts ot bis, which concern this
Aftair, and not be miltaken about them, we
mult repair to this Oracle for our inforehd-
tion, Aed that we may rightly rake up {hig
Conclufion,and the reafanot i, let thefe thingd
be obierved,

1. THAT the iight of Nurttire canmer of it
Seif dificiver o ws, whatis a Dwine Infiicg-
rion. Ivmay fometimes be able, to give ug
a convincing reafon of the equirg and fuiia=
blencls at the Inltituiion, yer, 1hat this or
that is ap Ordinance, it €an give us noinfor-
mation. Awnd the reafon of this is evident, bes
caule, a5 was helore intimared, they are the
Arbitrary Declyrations of his Sovereign Wiil,
They theretere whe allow fuch a Power 10
humane Realon, or the light of Narure, in
fome things, have raken up a rhore 1ax ard
large Notion of an Inttiturion, than [ inrend,
and confeund things which auphr to be diffine
grifped.  Yor indeed, that which dopives im-
mediately from the Sovercigaty of God, god
hath no fourdation neceflary in the nuture bf
the thing, cannot be inferred dnd concluded
from our way of reafonirg.  Arnd in regai
of this, may thar demand be well made. Rom,
11. 34, For who barth knewr the mind of ibs
Lord, or who batl peen bis counfeciier,

2. AENCE we mult receior thes difeourrp
Jrom Godby aperticaler Revelirrn, The light
of Narure in a more largs fenfe iy be cal-
led 2 Revelation 5 but that which s more
#rittly i calted, is that which God bath fads
kpown of his mind after an cxtraordinary
manner, in the firll difeavery of it ta Men,
tho’ it hath aleerwards been difeovered to o-
thers by thofz we whom it was fArft 1o cofn-
municated:  And it ir had not firlily been 1
manifelted, Mankind mutt forever have te-
mained ignorant of it. Now there are bot
thefe two ways, in which Men are capable of
coming by the knowledge of dny thing, vix.
by Reafon and Revelation, It therefore the
former is detetive in this regard, we muft he
beholden to the tarer for ir,  Hence we hivé
eur Saviowr Chrift making fuch 4 disjunfiony
in his animadverfion upon Frres’s Confeffion,
Math, 14, 17, Flefh and blsed barh not revealed
it ante thee, bur wy Fatber which is in beaven...

3. THAT God bath pieafed 1o veveal his Wil
19 fome extraordinerily, ia the giving of thefd
[nititarions.  As thefe Ordinances have been
piven ro the Churel, pot all at once, but
fucceffively, and with additions & alterations,
fo all chefe things were by Men infpired, a;ﬂ
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whodid ali a5 commanded by God, And this
they had, foinctitoes by Dreams and Viffons,
{fometimes by Mefliges received from Angels,
and frequently by the Son of God, wWoo is
called vhe Armel of the Covenzur ¢ bot 1],
it was from Gaod, rhat they had the injuntti-
on  they came not on their own heads. And
they had thole infallible roxens, by which
they knew that it was a Divine Reveladon,
thar was tmade to them, that epabled them
withour hitlitancy o prefix (o witl, Thus fuith
the Lord  Avd thus Pea/ imroduceth the In-
firution of the Lord’s Supper, 1 Cor. vy, 212,
For Vhave recerved of the Lord, that which alfu
I delivered wuto you.

4. THAT Gof hath ordered thefz Statures of

bis 1o be recorded in ihe Hoty Scriprures. True,
rhefc weie for 4 long rime, handed frofm one
Generation to apother, and reccived from Fa-
thers o Children, by Tradivion 3 bur it was
God s Pleafure, when He faw meer,to command
the Writing of thefe thirgs.chat {o they mighe
he preferved for che help 8udirettion of hisPeo-
pleat alt times. Thuswe fiud,rhac when Hofes
had received the Ordinances in the Mounrt, he
reentded them, Exod. 24, 4. dad Mofes wroie
all shr words of the Lor t, wnd rofe wp carly in
the merning, and builded an aitar gnder the bidl,
and reo Tue pill 75 according to the vwelve tribes
of Ifragl. And wearetold of fuch 2 Com-
mand, Excd 24, 27, Weire thow thefe words,
And Mofes wrote the whele Law in 2 Buook,
Deyr 31 24, We are thereluie old, both how
the Sceipiures were wrivren, and for what
end aud uleluvlneds they were {o, 2 Tim. 3.16,
17, A foripture i grocn by infsviration of God,
artd @ pocfitalie Jor dolrvine, for repreef, for
corredion, for inflrullton v righeeoafnefs ; That
the mer of God way be perfelf, throughly fur-
nifted wnta every good werk,  And God’s Peo-
ple wete diretted 1o regulate vhemfelv:s by
this, whea Doceivers were ready to impole
upzn them, 100 8 200 T the low and 15 1he
teftimory : if they feek not accerding 1o ibis
word, 11 @ hecaiefe there ir we trah in e

5. THAT chete are #o sew Infirarions or-
dzined, and confequently no new Revelarion
of any to be expsbted, fince the Canon of 1he
Scripturesmwas perfelied, Whatexinaordingry
difeoveries of the mind of God may be made
to Men, in the day of Reformation,and Refti-
tution of all things in the Church of God,
which is hoped and waired for, T {hall not
inquire, That the Spiritfha'l then be poutred
forth ahundantly, we are to believe accotding
1o the Scriprores. Donbrlefs, God will then
communicare a great deal of Lighe ro his
Chofen, whercby they fhall have abundane
farisfattion in thofe grear Traths of his Werd,
abour which, Chriftendom is 2t this Day, in-
volved in endlefs Difpures, For weargtold,
Haby. 2. 14, For the earsdh fhall be filied with the
&n-wledge of the glovy of the Lord, as the worers
cover the fea.  Bur this is cerrain, thae chere
will be no new Qrdinances appointed. It
pleafed God rto fer upa legal Adminiftradien,
to be and continue, till Chrilt had come in

the fleth: Aod He being the Subftance of
thofe thadows,gave beirg to the things there-
in prefigered,and fo put an end to them; till
when, they were to be of force 3 accordin
to Caznt. 4 6. fieh. 9. to,  Bur when Chrif
had accomplifhed his Work on Earth, & took
peflellion ot” his Ki gdom, he gave a pew
Difpeafaticn of Ordinances to his Church,
which 15 1o contivue il the Confommarion
ot all things. And tor this reafon,it is faid o
be a Kingdom, thar carnct be moved, Heb.12,
28, ‘When thererore the Apoftle Fobn had
written his Bork of Revelation, which is the
latt of Cannnical Scriprore, he fat fycha Seal
as that ve i, Rev. 22, 18, 19. For Lteflify an-
fievery ome thar beareth the words of the pro-
phefie of thes book, If uny man fhail add unto thefe
ihiirgs, Gud fhatl add untro bim the plagies that
are writrent in this ook, And of “any men fhail
1ake atway from the werds of the book of this
prophcfic, God fhafi take awey bis part our of the
bock of life, and vut of the boly ciry, anl from
the riangs wihich are writtem in 1y ook,

6. HENCE i1 follows, thar if we wonid Enew
what are the Gufpel Inflicutions, we mufl appiy
our felves to the Word of God for 1hem,  This
is the only waerring Rule for our dire€tion.
Chrift is the only Lawgiver of his Church,
ard bis Minifters are to limic themfelves, ta
teach Men no ocher injunions, bur fuch as
be hath prefcribed, Mer 28, 20, And how
fhall they know them, bat by his Word,
whereiy he hath given his whole Coundel in
this refpelt + And ic is fufficient for them 1o
rejeft 3.y O:dinarce of Woithip, which is
impofled on rhem, if it hath not his Warrant
tor ir, God therefore thepghe thar ro be
encugh for their Convitlion, Fer.7, 31

Conclu, §. THAT ot the initirutions of Di-
vine Apperttiment, are equally sur Duty, with
the Dt s of Natura! Worfbip, This mult be
vrderflood with refpeft wo fuch as have the
revelarion of thefe Ordinances made unte
them by the Word of God. For we before
obferved, rhar none arg under the Obligation
of them, bue thofe ro whoms they ate reveated:
ButMengreadly miftake themfelves,who think
that aliho’ they are under indilperfible Dury,
to perform Duties of Natural Woerfhif to
God, yer they may negleét thofe which are of
Infticurion without danger  but this is a greae
error, and the occafion of” a grear deal of Sin.
Not that every Inftiturion 1s vo be run upon
without the Qualifications required, bot jc
is a Sin in Me¢n vo live unqualified, and think
to plead that for their excufe or jullification
in their negle& ; as if one Sin would excufe
us from another, The Truth then of this
Corclufion, may b demonftrated in a few
Things,

1- THEY ate enjoyned by the fame Authority.
God is the Auther of the Law of Narure, a5
well as of tlie Pofilive Law, and of this as
well as thar.  Now the firft Obligation lying
upana any toohey a Law, is from the Confide-
ration of the Power or Authority of the Law-

giver, TF it be bis Prerogative to make fuch
a
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a Stacare, and bind it wpon us, it molt indif-
pﬁfahly be our Dury o fubmit to it and
whatfoever difference there imay l.)e in the
things themlclves, as wirbeut queftion rhere
is a difference, vetip point of Obedience it
amouuts toone ; the lame Anthority is def-
pifed in the neglell of the oue, as of the o
ther,and there is as muchConzempt ealt upon
him by this as by that- Thar therefore is
a Preface to all the Commands, Exad. 20. 2.

2. THEY are diretted 10 ibe fame End, and
to be purformed ro the jfewe Ohjet They
ate both of them Wotlhip, thongh divertlifed
by the diftinétion of Narural and Tatlingred,
They are both tor the fameDefigo viz. the car-
vyingonof theleligion whereinGod is o be ac-
koowlidged and glorifyed by the Reafopable
Croature. God is therefote to be {erved in
them bath,  Awd as it i5 out grear Bufiefs to
ferve him, o we are 1o take our direflions
from kim, howre doic; and inthele be bach
1old it us,  And-hecanfothele Inftitutions are
the Media found cur by Ged's Wildom, and
prefixed by his holy Will, 1o help s in our
moral Warthip, we cannot neglelt thefe,with-
out hindring our {clves in the other. They
thar witl omic their attendancc upon the
Ordinances, will foon grow remifs in Natural
Ligtics,

3, THEY are by the FPrecept made a necffary
Means 1o the grear end of Worfoip.  Wharthar
end is, we have already obferved.  Now a
ihing may be faid to be neceffury, “¢ither in
its own Narare, or by verrue of {utme Law
ot Precept s the tormer Neceflity is, when
the thing cannot be wirthout ity the lattér
is, when it is the Will of God, that we (hall
obiain his Blelling in no other way, In the
former relpet, no pardcolar Ordinanee, is
abiolutely neceflary 3 the’ in gzneral,the i\la-
ture of Man, and of Waorthip, require that
there be fome Urdinaices abourit.  Though
ir be at God’s Liberty, what he will enjoyn,
Bur in the later refped, chefe are neceflary
to be oblteved aond aheyed by us, beéaufe God
hath faid, thae this is the wdy In which he
will be Warlhipped by us, and accerdingly
wiil communicaie himfelt to us, Hende the
enjoyment of thefle is {2id to be the fecial
Priviledgs of 3 Peuple, T/l 147,19, 2¢,

4. THAL they are a Teft by which God proves
our Obedicnce 15 bim. God's Savereign Prero-
gative, is innothing more alfested, than in the
Secpnd Comimand ; as will afterwards be con-
fidered. Mow God hath from 1he beginning
ol fuch a Teft, He did L with Adem in his
lotegrity by the Tree of Kuowledge. He did
fu with his Ancient Peaple, in the Laws of
Ordinances given to rthem by Hofes 5 and he
hath dope fo by bis Golpzl Chureh, in the
. preferibed Appointimeats of it On this te-
nure therefore the Promife runs,Dexr. 5, 32,
6, 24. MNaw iri§ not what the thing is in it
fclt, but what it is to us, thar puts weight
upon it. And nothing can difeover ourlearts
more, thana wrial thar isin a thing of 1t f&lF
fmall and cafy,and yeulaid on uste bz a proof
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of out Sincerity 1 As Adiid's fbrbearing the
fruic of one Tree; 8dals tdstying éven Days s
dnd many of like narure,

5. THAT shep arc wrg d dpoi as, By Rialors
Sérched from ibe fume Topicks.  Somip have
vhoughr all thofe Duriey 1o be in them{elves
Morut, which are infoiced wirh Argongnes
thar arc {o, bur that is a miltake @ {oraltho’®
the Preceprs themfelves dre Pofitive, yet 14
Obligation to Obedience is Motal, and there-
tore the Motives may well he 1o oo, Suel £g
thar, Lew, 0. 44. and many of like gt
God would hereby mive us tounderftand thaz
tho' the thing were rot a Duty,butar Liderty,
befor he eommanded it 5 yer when once ic
hath kis Seal upon ir, we as truly polluce
cur felves with Sin, by tanfgreffing of ir, 4g
by the breach of any of the meerly firoral
Commands.

6. THEY bave equal Sonifioks anncxed 1o
them. The Sanétions thar are added 1o ahy
Laws, are 10 give 3 Solemnity to them, jn ot
upen the Confticnces of Men.  Now Gsd
hath made the fame Promifes o Qbediente
and declared the fame Threatnings agajnd
Lifobedience to his Inftitavions, §s unig tha
Preceprs of Nataral Worfhip, hen God
Lad given the Law to Hrael, whar gréater
inforcement conld be added rhan thar, Dest,
32,46, 47. And that in Chap. 30,19, And
we find what a fearful Commination is gtteped
againtt thofe thar vnworthily Communiédra
at the Lord’s Table, 1 Cor 1139, Yea, and
let us remember, that 2l the mifery that ig
fallen upon the whole race of Mankind, wag
introdyced by the tranfareffion of @ Pofirive
Precepr or Ordirance, Ger. 3, Lt us thei
fear God, and rake heed rhat we negle@® por
nor defpife any of his holy Ordinances.




