SERMON CLV.

1L W}‘E muft Ackrowledge bim to be Our

God, It is not enough that we
aftribe to him thofz Properties & Perfeltions
which are Divine, but we oughr to fce and
make fure, thac this God is our God : ro ac-
knowledge the Relation thatthere is berwixe
him and us, The Command requires, that
he be a God to us, or that we have him for
a Ged,  And char implies Property, & points
us to 2 Covenant between him and os ; for
if he isa Ged to us, it fignifies that we are
to him a People, and thar comprehends the
whole of the Covenant, Exod. 6. 7. Irispot
enough, to acknowledge thar he is ours by

the right of Creation, but that he is {o by the
right
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right ot a Promife; the latrer of thelz ein
rever fail, but the formey may.  Far Property
denores a Priviledge, bur God may o far
ceaie tobe our God, as 1o become our Enemy ;
and that is not our advantage but our mifery.
Ifai. 63, 1o, Har they rebelied, and vexed Dis
boty fpirir = therefore Pe was turited 1o be their
enemy, and e foughs aguinft them,  Now this
acinnwledgmene is the Foundadon of allirue
Wo:thip, ard we can in ro wife ¢liz pay it
1o him.  They thar do nor belicve & cone
fefs him 1o be their awn Ged, will aover pay
to him cordial sed (I cere Service.  Hreice
thas, Deut. & 120 Tiow fluli fear the Lard by
God, and ferve bom, vad jhait fucar by bis name,
And Plal 118, 23, Thoy wir wy God, | wiil
rratfe thee o thou urt wy Gody, | wili rxa’t ihee,
How, or afrer whar manner this Acknowleds-
ment is to be paid to him, will be eantidered
in the next. fere only in general we may
obferve, thar there are two Things ia which
it is fummarily comprehended.

1. WE muft acknewledge bim in be our Righe-
ful Lord and Scvcreisn, 10 wherr we wwe sy
Jelves, and aif ibat we bave and are. We muit
contefs him to be our King and Lawgiver,
Ifa. 33.22. Apd confequently, thar we ows
all Allegiance 1o him; and thar we are to
tear and {erve him, freely and cheerfully -
‘That his Commands are to he grarcetul, and
not griev.us to us. We are to bri.g our
felves under the frongelt Obligations of Obe-
ence to him, and puriue them with the great-
elt reloluiion, Pfal 119. 105, We are to
acknowledge his Auchority over us ro be jult
and rightful, and our Obedience 1o be every
way due to him, a:d that upen our own
voluntary ¢ho'ce. Thar all his Commands
are Jult and good, Row. 9. 12, Aad confe-
Queatly, that cor Ubedience ro them, is bur
‘our reafonable Service, Chup, 12, 1, And this
lets us underfta:d, that the great reafon of
all our Obedience 1o every Precept of Gad,
is grounded in the Virll Command, becavft it
ke be our fied, he is our Lord, ard we are
his Subjefts.  His Will cughr to be our Rule,
ard we are not to difpute, bur to prattice
Duties, becaufe we have profefled him o he
our God, and our felves robe his Peopler I
allo tells vs, that no Obedience performed to
God can be acceprable ro him, but what is
voluntary fromus, Forced Qhedience argues,
thar we look not vpon him, as our Lord, hut
as a Tyranx over vs.  Thar thercfore is Pre-
ditted of his Subjults, Pral. 110.3- Thy peapie
fhatlbe willtng in ibe day of rthy poticr, e
beazties of bolinefs {rom the womb of ibe morn-
ing thou bafl the dew of thy yoush.,

2. WE wufl alfs acknowledge bim 10 be our
alone Pertion and Happinefs. s, when he
promifeth to any to be their God, he engag-
eth to be unto them, all thae which they
either do or can ftand in necd of, fo when
they profefs him to be their God, they there-
in declare thar rhey accept of him to-be their
all.  So doth the Church, Lewm. 3. 24. And

this they are to do exclufively of all other

Beings in the World, Pfal. 73. 25, Tharall
their prefest Safery, and Comforr, & futnrs
Bleficdnels depends wpon him, Ffal 84, 11,
They are ro acquiefce in him, and to tount
that ke is Portien enough, aud they necd to
go no Wherher ¢lfe, bar thay they are happy
in him, Ifal 14.5,6. God therefare vecken-
ed thar e:cugh 12 quiet his People in hours
ctgreatelt Liittrefs, f/ai 41, 10. Now the
Command being an unchangeable Ruic of
Obedierce, our Obligarion thus to ackrow-
ledga him, can never ceafe, hecaule, whenio-
ever We bl of fo doing, we wranigrefs this
Command ; bur ftill, the tyue Acknowledpe-
ment of this Relation, fuppofech the Being
of t, clfe we fhall profefs w0 a Falthaod.
Qur fivlt Care therefore is to fee and malke
iire, that this God is our God, Ffu/. a8, ur.
We muit-have him to be fo.  And hence gl
that is requifice to our obraining this Intereft
1n him, jis a Duty lying upon us by this Com-
maid.  And withour a right Underftaadio g
of this, we muft weeds be ar a Lois about
our Duty inthis regiid,  Here therefore Lot
thefe Conclufions be obferved.

1. THAT ivben God gave 10 Man biz Law ot
Sirfh, be became bis God by Covenant. Thar the
Law was at firlt given in the way of a Cove
rant,isa Truth thar hath jiesFoundationinths
Werd of Ged. God theretore nat orly deli-
vered it to Man Preceptively, 1equiringOted i-
ence of him as a sacwural Duty,but he jrdeone-
ed wirh him in a Promife of Lite, as the Rz-
ward of his Obcdience. He was pra@iesily
to acknowledge God to be his Losd and So-
vereign, and God promifed upon this to be
his Portien and Happines, And thus God
was his God upon a Covenant Contrz&t, and
would have been fb forzver, upon his Com=
pliance with his Oblimation. And this Con-
fideration was, as theKeafon of hisQiedicice,
fo the Encouragement he had o ir,

2. THAT Man in bis dpoflefy remounced
this Relation, whereupon God ceafed to be big
God by Covenans. Tt is true, God’s Relation
to him as his Creator and Governour could
not ceafe, nor could his Dury ro acknowledyre
bim as fuch ceafe, nor conld his Relarion 1o
that Covenant be hereby cur off, inafinsch
as there was another Santtion belonging 10
ir, which doomed him to die upon his Difo-
bedience, which bolds him falt under the
Curfe, ard thar accordirg to Covenant; huc
that Relation to him as bis Gad 25d Porticn
was hereby made veoid, and he lott all BLis
Claim to him gs {uch. He renourced God’s
Avthority, and relelled againlt his Govern-
ment, and put himfelf wader another Yoke,
He hearkened 1o Saran, andran himfelf upon
the very Swords poinr of the Threatning, by
deing of that individeal thing, of which
God gave bim all affurance thar he fhould
dve it he did ir, Gem. 2. 37. with 7. 6. And
he renounced God frem being his Portion,
and chofe lying vanitics in his room For
therein the very nature of Sin, in regard of
Man’s Objelt, is comprehsnded 5 as is rx-
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prefled in Jer. 2. 13. For my people have com-
mitted twe evils : they bave forjaken me the
Jounrain of living waress, and bewed tbem out
cifferns, broken cifierns thar con bold no warer,

3. HENCE 18l this Relation be recovered,
Man is nor capable of cbeying this Command.
The acknowledging him to be his God, mufl
fuppofe him 10 be 1o 5 but ke is not fo to fal-
Ien Man, as long as he abides underthe Curfe
which Sig hath brought upon him. Allun-
godly Mes are on rhis account faid to be
Strangers, af2r oftf, Enemies; and while they
continke to be fuch, they cannot ferve God
according to the tenour of this Precept, The
very frame of rhe natural Map’s Heart is fuch
as incapacitates him for this Obedience. He
hath 3 rebellious Hearr,and cannot be fubjet
o the Law, by reafon ot Fomity, Rew 8.7,
His Hearr is fer upon Idels, and trefts in lying
Vauitics, How then fhould he take God for
his Porrion?  And rhus it will be, till the
diltance between them is removed, and they
are reconciled.

4. GOD becomes our God qgain, enly in the
w02y of ile New  ovenant, which is in & through
Coriff.  This Relation ceafed according to the
tenour of the Firlt Covenant, and there was
no provifion made in thar for the reltoring of
it again; bur God hath opened 2 New Cove-
nang, in which he treais with fallen Manand
fetsa good Hope before him.  And this is the
grear defign of the whole Word of God, to
open a way in which Man may be again re-
ftored to God’s favour, and enjoy him as his
God and Portion; and this was provided in
and by Jefus Chrift, who hath puolled down
the Wall of Parrition which Sin bad {ec up,
and made our Peace with God, Eph, 2. 14.
And now, the way 10 obrain him to be our
Covenant God, is by Jefus Chrilt, Joh. 14. 6,
Fefus fuith unio him, I am the way,the truth,and
the fife.  God out of Chrift is a confuming
Fire, Hebv2.29. There is no coming at him
bat by this Mediator ; but heis ready to re-
ceive ail fuch as come to him by Chritt.

5. HENCE by this Command 11 becomes onr
duty 1o feek and fecure an lzierell in God, by
Chrift.  We formeily obferved, that our Obe-
dience being founded in God’s rightful Sove-
1cignty, we are therefore under a moral Ob-
ligation to abey him in wharfvever he fhall
at any time reveal to us to be his Will.  As
alfc, that whatloever is requifite for the per-
forming of Obedience to any of his Com-
mands, is required of us by thar Command,
Now the Firft Command pofitively requires
us to have Ged to be our God 5 por can this
on any terms be difpenfed withal, but the
want of it is a toral viclation of the Precept.
When God treated with Man in the firlt Co-
venant, he bad to do with him immediarely,
He was his God Jchovah; and there needed
no mor¢, But wheo Le treats with him in
the New Covenant, he looks upen Man in his
lapfed ftare, as ar a diftance from kim 3 and
he can bave to dowith him only by 3 middle
Perfon, who is Chrift, So thar, till he is

his through Chrift, he cannot ferve him 2
fo: and without this, he is in no pofture 1o
keep this Command. It is our Duty to come
unto God, bat it muft be in this way and no
other, Eph 1. 6. 3 12,

6. HENCE alf the Duties required in ihe
Gofprel in order to 1his, are inforced by the Ay-
thority of this Precepr, That the Gofpel is
not delivered only in the way of ap Offer
but by the Authority of God we are afTujed.
For we are told, Joh. 1. 23, He fuid, [ g 1be
vorce of one cryirg in the wiidernefs, Make
firaight tbe way of 1he Lord, as faid roe Fropber
Efaias. ALYs 17, 30. And the times of 1his
wnorance God wintked at, but now commanderh
all men every where to repens. And hence the
Gofpel Covenant hath irs Santlicns, as well
as the firlt had. There are both Promifes to
compli_ance therewirh, & Threatnings againdt
the refufal of compliance.  And whence have
thefe their Autherity in the Moral Law, bur
from this Firlt Command ¢ For theyall cen-
ter in our having Ged for our God, "The de-
f:gn of the Gofpel is te tell us how we may
come to have him fo by Chrift, apd harth
opened thofe Terms wpon which it is 1o be
obrained : Which if we refufe our Conformiry
unto, we therein manifeRly declare thar we
difclaim him, and will none of him, They
thercfore berray their ignorance, thar cannot
tell whete to find a place for Faith in Chrift
in the whole Duty of Man,  But this ma];
be particularly confidered afterwards,

Il THET oughe 10 Worfbip and Giorify Him
accordingly. i-e. We muft accommodate all
ousr Worfhip of him to his Narture as he is
God, and to the Relation he ftands in to us
as our God- The light of Nature faich, that
if_there bea Ciod, he isto be feryed & glo-
rifyed 5 and that no Service can be offered 1o
him accepiably, hut what is agreabic to his
Nature and Perfeftions. And deubtlefs, fuch
Conceptions as Men have of God, fuch a
manner of Worfhip they will pay to him.
Thus our Savicur Chrift argues from his beirg
a Spirit, to fpiritval and fincere Worthip
Jotv 4.24. God is 2 Spirit, and they that wo;;/fzié
himt, wull worfbip bim in Spiriv and in rruh,
ThusPeal srguerh fromfome of his Artsibutes
to his Worthip, as 1o the kind o manner of,'
it, Atts 17, 24, 25. God 1har made 1he world,
and afl things that are iherein, Jreing thar be is
Lord of heaven and earth diwelleth nos in rezples
made with bands, Neither is worfbipped with
mens bands, as the’ be needeth any thing, Jeeing
be givethvo alf life, and breath, “and aif things.
And there is great reafon for ity for in ogr
Worthipping him, we are ro pay him Divize
Honcur : And if we pay him any thing fhorc
of thar, lér our prerences be never fo fpecious
we do pot indeed Worthip God, but diﬂmnou;
him.  And from this Confideration we may
be led to rake an Account of thefe more
principal Things, wherein this Natural Wor.
(hip confifts, and ought 10 be paid to him.
In order to our right taking up whereof, I:t
thele Two general Kules be obferved,

1. THAT



Queft XLVI.

Affembly’s Catechifrn.

597

1. THAT iz owr Wesibipping of God, we can
give nohing 1o Lim, bar whai is bis swon already.
We can contribute notiricg to his Efleadial
Glory, by all the Refp:Cts which we pay to
him, or Service we do for i, He enjoys
himfelf in the fulnefs of luiinite & Everlalt-
ing Perfeftion, to which norhing can beadded
by all the Wosthip of Angels or Men, Hence
we find fuch Challenges made, Job 22. 2, 3,
Cant a man be profaabie urto God, as be ihat is
wife may be profichle waio bimfelf ¢ s i any
pleafurs to1be Almighty, tharilioy art rightecus?
or is It gaiR 1o binz 1hat thou makeft thy ways
perfetd ¢ Rom. 21 35, Or whe barh firil given
bim, and it fball bs recompenfed untobim again ¢
Nay ail the Acknowledgment that we cn
givae to him, is infinitcly detellive ; for we
cannot have 2 perfett knowledge of his inrate
Glory, Fob 11.7, &c. How then thould we
alcribe it to him?  And It is admirable con-
defcendency in the Grear God, thar he will
accept of fuch 2 mutilous Service as our beft
is. Iristhen his declaritive Glory that we
are concerned with, in which we are toafcribe
zo him, all thole Perfeftions of his, which he
hath made himfeif known to us by in his
Word, and in his Works, We are therefore
to rake a view of thele, and aftribe them
unto him as bis own, and properly belonging
to kim. So, Pfal. 29. 1,2. Give wnro the Lord
(O ye mwighiy)givennroghe Lord glory €7 8rengith,
Give umio ithe Lord the glory due anto bis name 5
worfbip the Lord in the beanty of bolinc/s,
Where by giving, we are not to underltand a
giving any thing to him that was nct hisown
before, bet only an aferibing of thefe 1o him,
as his right and due. Dear.32.3. Ifal 68.24,

2. THAT we owe unto Ged this Worjbip, with
orr whole Man. Man conifts of two ellenrial
conliituant Parts, Soul and Body, We owe
both of thefe wars God, and both are to be
employed in our Worfhipping of him.  And
tho’ the Soul be firftly and priacipally con-
cerned 3 According to Prov. 23, 26, My fen,
give me thine bearr. Yet the cthier is not ex-
cloded ; for he made hoth, 2nd the BRody
was appointed 1o be the Soul’s Qrgan, or In-
firument in ferving of’ him. God is to be
Worthipped with our Hearts, and with our
Lips, and with cor Bodily Services: And ad
Bodily exercife profirech little if alone, itis
a dead Sacrifice withour the Heart ; whereas
we owe to him a living one : So Hearc Ser-
vice alone, when the outward Man is con-
cerned to rake its parr, is imperfett, & fhort
of what God requires of ns, We are there-
fore adviled, 1 Cor 6, 19, 20. What, kaow ye
w10t thar your bedy is the temple of the boly Ghofl,
which s in you, which ye bave of Ged, and ye
are not your ownt ¢ For ye arc boughs with a price :
thercefore glorify God in your bedy, and in your
Spirir, ubich are Gods, ~Accordingly, we find
David engaging ot his whole Man in this
affsir, Pfel 303, 1, 57. 7, 8. To this pur-
pofe is that laid down by the Apoftle.in Rom.
10, 10. For with the beart man belicverh unto
wighteoafncfc, and with 1be mouth confoffon is

made wnto faivarion. We are therefore honad
o be cver in a readinéfs to confefs him, .in
times rhar are moft perillons, 1 Per. 2. 15.
Thefe chings premifed, we may defcend to
takea more particularAcconnt,of thofe Dutics
thererequircd.  And here I hall not goaloit
to make a critical Diftin&ien, betweent thae
Worfhip which is due ro him under the ton-
fideration of his being God, and thar whith
belongs 1o him confidered as our God 3 o s
much as thefe are infcparable in Praflice
Parsicularly then,

1. WE are 10 Wor(bip Gad, by placing € rx=
ercifing our Faish in bim. Faith is the fift
gicar Grace that belongs to NaturalWorfhip,
and it mult rue thiovgh all, and enliten iry
cheir will be vain,  Thereis a general truth
contained in that affertion, Heb.11:6. Bar
without fatth ir is impofible 1o pleafe bim : for
be thar comeih 10 God mul bedieve thar be £3,2nd
thar be 15 a rewarder of them that diligently feck
fim. It is not only true fiace the Apctiafy,
but it was o when Mau ttood 10 bis Integrity.
Yaith corfidered as it hath God for its Objeél,
and is accordingly called a Divine Faith may
be generally deferibed, a Confidence grounded
on Knowledge, whereby Ged is trelted in tor
Life. And with fuch a Faith Man was to
Worlhip God before the Fall, and it is his
Duty 1o do fo ftill.  Though there isa greax
difference in the way and manner of the ex-
ercife of it then and now. The groond
whereof we may obfetve in two or thres
Things,

1, TIHAT God alone ir the altimate Objelt of
@ Divine Feirb, 1t flows from his very Na.
ture thac ke fhonld be fo,nor €an any orher be
fuch an Objedt, but he who is God : for no
other ¢an do thar for us, which fuch a Fiith
hath 2 Dependance upen.. And that is given
as the RKeafon why we fhould not iruft in
ldols, Fer.10.5. And why we ouplit to
tralt in God, Jfai 26. 4. The Expetlation
ot this Fairh from its Objeét is Life; thar is
all Goed and Bleffednefs, and thisis in God
te confer vpon us, Fyal 36. 9,

2. THAT God was 1he next and iwkediae
Objelt of Maw’s Fairl, in Dis State of Integrity,
Not only was Man’s Faith then to terminatg
on God, for fo i3 ours allo now, bur it Was
1o afcend direétly unto im.  Mao then {locd
next to God, God was his in Covenant, lield
familiat fellowfhip with him, he nceded
rone to bring him into his Prefence. Thete
was rothing rhen to obftruft his TraltinGed;
or difcourage him from placiog his entire
Relianceupon him. God and he were¥Fiiends,
and God hud promifed him Lile,if Le obeyed;
Rom 1o 5.

3. TH.T Sin Faih cur flan off from this 1m-
mediare Comnunion with Ged, and new ihere #
no coming at bim bue by a Dediarer.  And that
there is one, is the great Confolation afford-
ed vsin the Gofpel, 1 Tim. 2, 5. Fer there is
one God and wric mediator berween God and men;
the man Chrifl Fefas, And we are to come 1o
God by him, Heb. 7. 45, That thercfore wfs

the
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the Complaint of him io his Diltrefs, Fob. 9.
32, 33. I ir kad not-been for thisMediator,
our Cale had becn defperate, nor would it
have been lefs than Deftrution for us Sin-
ners, ro have trulted in Ged for Life.

4. THAT bence Chrifl is the next aad imore-
diate Qtject of faflen Man’s Fuith, God is the
ultimate f{HIL bur there 15 to bea Faich in
him intermediare, fnorder to our nulting In
God tor Life and Geed.  And the Reafon is,
becaufe God comes 1o be our God again, only
in this way. Hence Chrill gave that direlti-
on to them, Joh. ra. 1. 2z believe 10 God, be-
feve aifo tn me. It s troe, 3t Chrilt were
not God, we mighe not believe in him.  But
Chrift 25 God-Man-Mcdiator, isa midd}e Per-
{on, who interpofeth beiween ap Offended
God, and Sioning Man, who harh fatistyed
Tultice, a:d purchafed Life forus, And God
hath required of us ro believe on his Sen,
that wz may live, bhecaufe the Difperfacion
of all is in his Haad, aad he muil be trufted
in for it,  And thusGod will have the Perfon
of Chrill, who is his own Son, tohavea Di-
vine Honour paid unto kim 5 according to
Fob. 5,22, 22, And on the account of this
difference, the founcer is by way ol dufinéi-
on called Faich in God, & chislarrerFaith in
Chrift ; not hecaufe it s not Faith in God, but
heeaufe it rextly goes toChrift & through him
viofaod. Nowthercare twoThingsto be con-
fideced inthisFaith,viz. 0 That we frmly belicve
God to be fucl an Qbjeid as is thar 1o be trufled
i and refied on. 20 Tha b:rmfuﬂ we place our
whole vecumbency om bim as fuch an one, for wll
she Gaod ther we fland in aced of, and praifically
make it appear ther we fo do.  The former of
thele was ennfidered wader onr Acknowledg-
ing him as Gody and riis latreris che Appli-
cation of thar, in our Worlhipping and Glo-
rifying of him accordingly.  And hare we
confider two Things, viz. t. How God war 1o
be Worfbipped by the exercife of this Faith ar
Frf¥ ¢ a2, Hoew fallen Man 15 to exercifc this
Faith in his Worfbipping of God ¢

1. HOW Gad was 10 be Worfbipped by the ex-
ercife of this Fuith at the firft ¢

Anfi IN General, 8y 2 filucia! Dependance
o beme for all Good,  And this follows from
the Matwre of God, and the Nature of Man
compared together. It is a ftanding Truth,
whick can never alter, that God is infinitely
Good : He is Goeduefy {tfelt, and the Foun-
tain of 4!l Good ro the Creature. Sothae all
Good is in bim Originally, and mult derive
From him unto other Beings. And itis with
refpedt 1o this, that Chnit {o faid, in Mar
19.17. There 1o none good but ene, 1har 45 God.
Arnd it is polefs rrue, thar Man is by Nature
a2 dencgerate Creatuze : Nor Larh Sin only
made him to he fo, tho' that hath increafed
his wanr, hut he was {o in his Crearion, and
fiate of Integrity, Independency is a Divine
Prerogative, and God cannot make an Inde-
pendent Crearure, it being a Contradiflion.
All that goodnefs which was in him, he re-
teived from God, and all that good whereby

he may be made happy, mult come from the
fame Hand. It was therefore Man’s Ly
from the firlt 1o acknowledge thisDependance,
and accordingly to feich in all the fupply of
this good from God, by the exercifv of his
Faith, Ffel.62.5,6. And herzit is foppoted,
that Man ¢id believe thar God is the Foun-
tain of all Goed, and the Creature can wang
nothing, bt what there is an infinite Fulnefs
of in him, able to curde 21l our wamis and
cravings, Egh- 3. 20, And that this Geod pels
of his is Communicable - That he is not only
Al-fufficicet in himielt, bur alfo rthar he s
the Efficient of all to his Crexrure ; and
there is a way of participation in this Gosd,
according to the tenour of the Covenant into
which Man was received. Accordingly this
Fairh was to apply itfelf nextly in tiwroThings,

(1.} IN an abfolure Chree of God, 10 be big
alone Portionand a compleal acquiefience in bin
af fieh.  He was to rake God as his Inheris
tanceand aveount it enwugh for bis cormplear
Blellednefs to enjoy him. And this neccflarily
includes iy it, anniier revonncing & rejeéting
all affiance in any other Objett hwhmf.jgvg,-’
as being utterly inconfillear with fuch o
Choice. According ro that, Plalys. 5. i hom
bave [ i heaven biet thee ¢ und there is none
apod carth that I defire befides ibee.  And 1his
declares che difference herween Gods People
and ather Men, Plal. 20 7. Suvwmecrafd in chae
piare 5 ard fome in borfes @ but we wil! rempn-
ber the Name of the Lovd our God, And in
pothing morc could Man at firlt have gloti»
fied God, than in making fuch an abiolgre
fixed, and firm choicc of him : And thig muli’
be tor all Good thar we canneed. Apd thar
cemprehended inir, all that Man could pofli-
bly want, both tor Soul and Beody, tor Time
ard Eternity 3 all Bodily Good, and a1l Spi-
rirual Gooed 5 al! Supplics and all Pracection,
This is cotnprehenfively expreft, Plal. 84. 11,
For the Lord God is a fun & fbield @ the Lord
will give grace & glory | ne good thing will be
wizhboid from them that walk wprightly,

(2.} IN an entire Confdence in bin, by refting
on bis Fromife, for the Rajoyment of this Good,
The ground of thar Faith of recumberey is
the Promife.  For though Faith hath che
power and {uflicisucy ol God, as the Fonnda-
tion of irs rruft in him, vet the lmmediate
reafon of its trulting in Ged, is the DPremife
which ke hath made to Maa 1o be his God 5
and according to the tencnr of thar Promife,
{oir 15 to att.  Faith takes God ar hisWord,
And Ged at firdt engaged to Man o be his
Portion, if’ he kepr clolz to his Obedience 1o
him : and it was his Dury to have believed
in the Power, Goodnefs, Trath, and Fidelity
of God to his Word, and accerdingly to Luve
kept clofe to his Dury, eonfiding that he
wouald bz to him, as pood as his Word, Apd
doubtlefs it was 2 wound in this Faith of his,
thar was the firlt ftep of his Apoftaly & De-
parture from God at the firlt. He doubred of
God’s Veracity,and (oadvenrured to tranfgrefs

kis Command, fmmmm oo
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