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THE moral Law is fummarily compre-
hended in the Ten Commandments.

SERMON

(L1

E have already confidered the moral
L b Law in the Narure of it 5 and how
God gave it to Man at thefirft for the Rule of
his {pecial Government over hlm,‘gnd ss‘n_e.-r
what manner he pleafcd roreveal irtoand in
our firft Parents: As alfb what .Obligasiuu
Man is under to pay Obcdience ro it natwith-
ftanding the Apoftaty ; and whae ufe it is'of
to Chriltizns under the Covenant of Grace:
How far alfo it may be faid toangnginze under
i : ’ edience.
it the whole Rule of Man's AT
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THAT waich nexr comes under laquicy,
is, How Man muy come 0 be acquainted with ot
Jiree bir Feil 2 For iF i i1l remains to be
fuch a Kule, it is very neccffary rhat Man be
acquainted with ir, how elfe fhall he be able
1o yield conformity o it ? For chis there
muft be 2 new Revelation, as will prefently
be manilelted.  And this our Catechifm cells
us, that God hath given us the Som and Ab-
fi;aft of inthe Ten Commandments.

HERE we may Inquire, 1. Wby God was
plfufrc! to renew He Bevedaticn of ihe  wmoral
Low o fallen Man & 2. To whem be bath made
this Revelation £ 3, After what wanner be haih
made 10 ¢ 4 How it may be fuid 10 be compriz-
ed 11 the Ten Cammuit lnenis & 5. By “whar
Rules we are to reduce all ivoral Duties 1o thefe
Ten Commandmenis 2

L WHT God war pleafed 1o renews the Reve-
lagiont of the moral Lew ra_{_d!f_c'n Man 2 )

Anrf, WE may take a brict Account of this
in the following Remarks,

1. THAT 11 is Mum's indifpenfible Duty to
Serve Gold 1t Holinefs and Righteeufnefs. ].:
was not onty ddear's Doty in a frate of Integri-

ty, when he was furnifhed with the lmage of

God forit; bar, though the pawer be loft
in fallan Man, yet the Qbligation remains,
thefe being the pures of Man's Obhed ence

which God enjoyned bim in, by the rule of

fpecial Government under which he was
placed in his Creadon 5 nor can his fiofel
lefing his abilivy difcharge him from his
Duty. We are therctore told, in Job 28, 28,
And wnte mar be fad, Bebill the fear of Irb;
Lord, that is wifdom, end to depari fram evil 5
gaderflending,  And this is dcl:_lared to be one
end of Chritt's Redemptian, viz. roreltore us
to fuch 2 power, and re engaze usin this Ser-
vice, Luk 1. 74,75. Thet he would grant anto
ps, that we baing delivered out of ibe bands of
our caemics, might ferve bim withont frar, In
holinefr and righteoufnrfs brfore bim all the daps
‘s fife. .
d :. T!‘f..’AT the moral Latois the Rule of 1hes
Holinefi € Righteoufnefs, and muft thercfore
be knowa in order 1o Pratfice.  Thar thefe are
the two parts of moral Obedience, and how
they comprchend the Som of Maa’s Dury
wader them, will be parcicutarly conﬁdarc_d
under the nexc Queltion. ] From thn(:e_ it
willappearthacthis Law is eheRale by which
we are diretled coand in them.  And indecd
all moral Goodnefs is comprized under them,
as my afterwards be turther demonfirated.
Now if Men would prattice thefe as a Rea-
fonable Servics unto God, it is requifire rhar
they be acquainced with them,  Biindnefs
and Jgnorance mult needs leave -Men to error
and wandring. And withour this Knowlnge
the Mind cavnot be good ; thougha bare Jie-
11l kpowledge is noc fufficient to make it
good.  Hence thar, Toh. _lf%. 1}. ;j ye know
thefe thangs, Lappy ave ye if ye do them.
{ T.Hf:lT [Jyj f’F’I wn's Apeflacy ibe frfl tnforipm
tian of ihir Lawe on bis Hearr is greaily defaced
We obferved rhar the whole Law was faitly

¢agraven upon i when he came out of Gud's
Hand. Buc Sin did not enly rob him of the
Image of God,but alfo madé woiul blurrs and
blotsupon his Rule, fo that many Principles
of i are quite loff, aud others afe wolully
obfeured, Hence 2 Sinncer, 24d a Fool, are in
Scripture terms Synonvimical, £l 14.1. Sin
hath rendred os toolifh, forifh bruitith, We
have Jolt the knowledge of the true God,
and are bewildred in our apprehenfions abont
him, and earertain wrong notions abour hig
Nartere and FPerte@tions, and have {fot up an
Idol in his room.  We have loft the right
conceprions of rrue Happinefs, and taken up
in the room of them fuch opinions of Felitity,
that will lead us into 4nd leave usin mifery.
The Law ot God is thurlt oor, and the 12w
ot Sin hath raken place inour Hearrs in (he
roomofit, We are miltaken inthe rtue Wor-
fhip of God, and rurned 1o Melatry, nor are
we a-righr opinjonated about the Duricg of
Jultice and Charity, In aword, we call good
cvid, e, 1far 5. 20,

4. THAT though, fince the Fall ibhere are fime
remains of the Law on the Confeicnces of Hien,
encugh 1o leave them withour excafe, yer omot
Jufheent ic divell them in a wry of tolinefs and
Rughteoufnefs, Here are thres Things,

(L) YHAT fince the Foll there are fome re-
maims of she Law on tlhe Comfriences of Men.
The Hearc of fallen Man 15 Jike to fome old
rained Fahrick, which was once ftately, bur
now lies in rubbith,ouly hete and thercare 1o
be feen fome relicks of itsGlory, which ferve
only to lec Men know what a woful Catafire-
phe hath befatlen it; and witne(s thar once ie
was Glorious,to help us the more 1o bemcanits
Defolation, The Heathen have fome moral
Truths letein them, but they are imprifined
im wnrighteowfmefs, Rom. 1.18. Henee they
have ofed che light of Nacorein them fo far
25 to ler us know that tlereis a Synierefis in
their Conlcience, our ofthe Records whereof
many broken trzgments of Divine Troths may
be tead : Though we are not to fuppofi that
all the natural Divinicy prerended 1o by E-
theickPhilofophers was garhered meerly from
their own reafun, but much of it by Conyerte
with the People of Gnd,

(2. THAT thefe vematas of narural light on
the Heather. arc fafffcicns to lrove them wirhoyt
excufe. WhenGod calls them ro their Trial,
there will be enotgh found of rhe Law writ-
ten on their Conitiences, to convinee & Cal-~
demn therm.  Ses Roar 1. 20, 2, 14, 1%,
They will be found 1o have finned agaiqft
Light, and inward Warnings; ro have dore
things, which their Confriences told them
they ought 1o have avoided, and negletted
Duiies which they foguched tothem, There
are the common Principles In the Light of
Matpre, that are praétical and improvable by
humane reafon, in the ohforvation of (4
Works of Creatinn and Providence 5 the reg-
le&t whereof will inforce Men to confeli
themfelves Guilty. Thartald Men thar thers
is 2 God, that b is the greateft and hoft of

*Eeez Buings,
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Beings, and cught thereforc o be t_vqr(hippz_ed
and ferved by Men : Thac Man is made for
an E.d, which muft be better than himfelt s
and rhat becaufe God is the beit Being, he
muft needs be Maw’s laft End.  Thar there
are Rulesof Righteoufiefs, and.'a Jultice, E-
quity, and Chasiry to be mzintained berween
Men ; and that there are Sins againdt thele
wlich deferve Death, Rom. 1. ulc, it'he krow-
ing ihe judgments of God, ihar they whieh do
Juch glungs are worthy of dearh. HE’.'HC.E', how
miny of them have heenrerrified & dilfratted
with the Scings and Reverberations of their
own Confcierces,atterthe comm fiivn of fome
enormous Crimes, which was nething elle
but a judgment which they palt upon them-
felves, according to the Law ot God,

(3.) YET shey bave not fufficicnr 10 direll them
in 1he way of Haltacfs and Righrevufnefs, Not
only bave they no kiowledge of rhe new
Wy, revealed in the Golpel, but they bhave
loft the knawledge of the latitede ot the Law
of the ilt Covendnr. Many meral Duies
they are igaaiant of, borh in 1efpeét ot the
Woihio of God, and Righreoufneis towards
Man. Their Minds are blinded 5 they have
condemeed many Vertues of Folly, and ad-
va cel many Vices fare the number of Ver-
tues. Tie Apoltle giverh them fuch a Cha-
ratter, Eph. g 17, 18, This | fay therefore and
sefhify inihe Lord, thar ye beweeforily walk nor
asotberGentites wilt i ibe v oniry of theivr mind,
Hrving their anderflinling darkred. being alie-
pared jrom the fife of God, tirough the ignarance
that isin them, becaufe of the blindncfs of thetr
heart. They truft to their own carnal realon-
ings, and they contraldity the Spirtrual thi: gs
of the Law of God, and m {lcad them into
deceits and errors.

5. THAT except God had again revealed this
Lo, falen Maamufl bave abole in bis nataral
Ignorance of ir. The wholc World was gone
out of the way, Notonly had they loft all
the impreffoas of Holinclsand Righrecunfiefs
on their Heares, by lofing rhe lmage ot God
on them, bur they were fitled with all carnal
Lults, whick pofiefled them, and fixed them
in thofe curfzd Principles,thar they till were
aa the lofing hand 5 and their Minc_ls were
{o perveried, thac they could not io much
as dilcover the deceit they were under. Henee
that, 111 44 20 He feedeth of afbes ;@ decerved
Beart Dath raraed bim aftde, ihar be cannor deli-
wer bus foul, nor fay, Isslcre rot 2 e in my
right baud ¢ Rom 1,21 Hereupon we have
them f1diy Charatterized, Rew. 3. 10,19
Who ther (hould have (hewp them the Rules
of Obedience, tequired by the Law, it Ged
had nct a new declared them ¢

& THAT God bad merctful Enls in thus re-
vealing it 1o Aen.  lowas a grear favour of
God, ro give to Man a new fair tranfeript of
the moral Law, when that which was ar firft
written on their Hearts was {o wofully de-
faced.  And this may be confirmed, if we
confider what it was for 5 viz. _

1. Negatively 5 NOT 1bar the moral Law
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teas fuficient 10 point failen Man 1o Felicity.
That now ceafed of it felt ro be able to fhew
Sinners the way how they mighr recover
God’s Favour, and fo live as o pleafe him.
1t now no longer offcred e Man the terms
of 2 Covenant of Life, as it did at the firft
it doth not now fay to him, this do and live.
For all this is introduced by the Gofpel, in
the New Coveranr, which is there opened,
and Men are invited into. The Apoftle lays
down that affertion, and gives the reafon of
it, Rom, 3.20 Therefere by the ueeds of 1ine
Low, there (Fatl no 1. fh be jaflified in bix fighi :
Jor by the iaw is 1he kuowledge of fin.

2. P fiively 5 IT had efpecially rhefe
theee Eods in ir,

(v ) TO convince Unregenerare Men of 1beir
Sinaml Mifery. We are wld, in the tere-
cired, Roa. 3. 20, ¢ So that Man’s lofing
his clear knowledge of the Law,rendied ki
very infenfible of his finful and undene ftate.
Hence arofe that wolul fecurity that Men
labeured of 3 Conftience not being ableto do
its Office fully for wane of Lighr,  FPaz/ cells
us how it was with him, when rhougl he
had the Law in the Letter, y2r he was width-
et the righe appiehenfion ot it, Rom. 7. 9,
How then mult it be with them thac have not
the Lerter of it affarded them,

(2.3 TO make way for their earertainment of
Chrifl i the Gofpel Revelarion,  The end of
Chrift's coming was to fopply the Law’s de-
ficiency of beirg able wo lead Hotul Man o
Bleflednels, Rom. & 3. Now that Men may
te brought to fee their reed of Chrift 1o be a
Saviour, that {o they may be perfwaded o
feek to him for Sulvation, iris peceflary chat
they be made to know whar their Con-
dition is by Sin 3 bow mifeiable and helplefs
thar hath made them @ And for this, God
renewed the Law, as being meall ferviceable
therevato.  And by this mears it becomes a
School-malter to Chrift 5 as we are told, Gl
3,21, 24.

(1.) TObelp Brlievers intheir new Obedience.

ne Law is the Rele of Mans Obedience.
Believers are in Regenerarion § intified, with
a new Principle rurnifhing them for this Q-
bediences in the fairhtel pérformance where-
of they glorify Ged, and banour rheir Pro-
tedion, and ferve to the End they were made
for. God therefore hath required this, that
fo they may havetheir Rule made plain, by
which they may be pointed in their way.
And rherefore Duvid gives it that commens
dation, Plal.119. 105, Thy werd is a lamp un-
tomy feee, and a light wno my paths,

7. GUD alfe did it in Soveresgaty, to leave
Jome the move inexcafeble. 1t dorh por atrain
itsgracious End in all to whom it is revealed,
bur they negleft ir, and uling it to lead them
to Chrift, and bereby they aggravate their
Guilr, and bring the greater Condemnarion
upon themfelves. TheApoftleonthisaccount
harh that diftinttion, Rom, 2.12. For ar many
as bave finned without the faw, fhafl aifo perifb
without Jaw : and as maRy as bave flaned in

e
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Lats, fhall be judged by ile faw,  Wichourt
E}:W, i_e.'t?hc wr{:ren Law: And rthey fhall
perifh wirhout Law, i.e. it fhall not be Charg-
ed on them,thac they had'ir chus given them,
The contrary to which be aflesis of theother
jntimating ap aggravation of Sip by T

Il TO wham be bath made this Revefation 2

dAnf. WE may briefly vake this upin three
Paruticulars,

1. NOT 10 all the Werld, Though all Man-
kind are equally tallen under che Jofs of the
primitive engravings of it, ver all are not
favoured witn the new Edicion ot ir.  The
Apottle plainly diltizguitherh berween fuch
as are without ir, and ¢hem thar are uuder
jr, i the forecited, Rem. 2. 12, ‘God hgth
hicherto left the bigger part of Mankind
wicheot this Priviledge.

2. NOT enly 1o ix Eiedd. For though God
graciondly revealed it foreheir fakes,and with
a defign of their goud 5 and rhough none but
thefe, have the new Infeription of it made
on their Hearts 5 yet the ourward D fpenfa-
tion of it is more extenlive, and it is mide
a common Priviledge to the Eleft and oiberss
and it mult needs bz o, bhecaufe thele are
mixt together, and arg accordingly cquaily
made to partake in the outward Benefirs of
the New Covenanr, whereof this 15 one,
This is fupp.fed, in Luk-12.47. dAnd shar
Servant wh ch knew bis rords will, and ;Vrp::r‘rd
nor bimfell, nmettber did acc vding 1o bis will,
S o4l be beten wits many ftripes .

3. BUT 1o the V fidie Lbirch , G d defianing
tp difpenfe his Grace 1o his Chefen, in rhe
way of Mears and Ordinances,accommodared
to Men as Reafonable Creatures, harh ac-
cordingly fent his Word ro Menas he pleafed,
and they have been perfwaded by ir 1o give
enterrainment therero by an ourward Protefli-
on, and thereby broughtinraa Vilible Church
State, and made Pertakers in the means of
Grace, though vot all in the faviig Fruits
thereof: According to thar, Mot ze. 14, For
szany be called, bur few chofen. W:are there-
tore rold, Rom 9.6. For ihey are nor all Ifrael,
which are of Ifrael. And to thefe pertined
the giving ot the Law, ver 4. Now this was
of old limited rothe literal Iltael, Pfut 147,
19, 2o0. Bur hath, fince Chrilt's appearing in
our Helh. heen extended torthe Genriles,

Wi AFTER what manner be bubh made this
Revelation ¢

dnf. THAT we take this up righr,we muft
oblerve, thar this Revelation is eicher Exrer-
nal or lnrernal : Berween which there isa
diftererce,

1. CONCERNING the External, we may
obferve, o

1- THAT God wrs plegfed to fignify this 10
Jome of bis Servants by Infpiratien and imme-
diate Revelution. The Apolile hincs, Heb. 1.
1. God whe ar fundry times,and in divers man-
ners, fpake in time palt unto the farbers, And
this wasone of them. There were therefore
extraordinary Perfons from the fiuft : Encch
was fuch, Ffude 14.

2o THaT ibefs Commanicated it 1o orbers.
They were fenthy Gud 1o Men for this End,
and herce they {pake to others, as God had
fignitv’d bis mind to them, 2 Per. 1, 21, Fur
1be preph [y came notin old time by e will of
mant 5 but boly Men frake as ibry were m.oved
by the boly Ghaft.

3. AND this wos from Adam 10 Mofes band-
ed down by Tratition. The Fathers told (heir
Chilcren,and they their Children, Anrd thos
was the mind ot God continued from one
Generation to another, Pial, 78, 5. Fur be
eftblifbed a tefitmony in Facob, and eppeinred 4
lowin Ifracl : which be commanded cir farberss
that tbey fhould make them Rmswn 1o ibeir
chitdren.

4. WAEN shiv Tradition grew intg decay,
God ra fed up orbers, exeras rdinarily fpirited 1o
revive 5. Men through negleét and folly,
lolt the Doltrines tavgic them, and fell juro
Apoftaly : and God pleafed to fend Frophes
toreltore chemagaing fo thar this knowiedge
might not be urterly lcit,

5. FROA] Alofes 1101 the Canon was perfedied,
be did iz partly bylradirion.pusidy 8y Revelution,
partdy by Writing, . The ittt wiirer ot Crooni-
cal Scriprore was Mojes. The Canon was nat
pertetted till all the Sacred Writings were
compleired 5 rill then cherefore, there were
Men continued in the Church, who were ex-
traordinarily infpircd.

6. SINCE ihar, it is compleatly compained in
the boly Seriptures, nbere only we are 1o feek
10 knuw our Duty. Hence thar Text of the
Beble, Rev. 22,18, For 1 1eflify umo every mant
1bat heareib 1he wards of ibe prophefieof this book,
If any man jhuil add anio v eje things, God il
adl wnto b.m the plogues ibat are written in this
bosk.

2. THE laternal is by a new infeription of
the Low, 12 the [earss of Gol'y Children, which
# done 1 Covve fion. OF (his we read, Fer,
3t 32 And this belonging to Sanétificarion,
is done by Dugrees,

V. LUV it sy be fuid 10 be comprized in
the fen Commantments @

dofo v, WHEN God revived the Law ar
Mounr Sinar, be delivered it in Ten Words, or
Frec.prs. This is evident bath by the Matier
it {elt recorded, which hath neither mere,
nor fewer difin€t Subjets iniry and becaule
God himfelt hath 1o enumerated them, Exod.
34. 28 Depr g 11,

2. TH.S being viven as @ Rule of mworal Obe-
dicice, it mufi needs comprebead 1he Jabjiance
ef the whole Law. God is faid to moke a Co-
venant with them, Dear. 5.2, And we are
old what thar was, vz the giving of this
Law, and it 35 234, ver 22, ord de added ne
more.  New this was a revival of the Cove-
nant of Works, 1o muke way for the gracicus
Covenant thar follnwed 5 and theefore it
mult comprize ali the Precepts of that Co-
vendnt,

2. GOD dfterwards gave forth many parti=
cular moral Frecepre 1o bys Feople.  Ard that
both by Mofes, tor many of the Laws, delis

veled
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vered by him, were purely Moral, as Lev.18,
and ¢lfewhere 3 and by the Propherts thac
fucceeded after Aofesr, whole Writings a-
bound with them,

4. THAT all thefe Precepts are but Comuen-
taries wpon the 1en Commands. God did, in
and by them explain the meanivg of thefe,
and therein give a Specimen of the grear
bieadth of that Law, So that there is et
one of them but is referrible 1o ong or other
of thefe Claffes.  And if we would rightly
anderitand the fuil purport of them,we moft
redote them hither.  And herein the great
Wifdom ot God hath difcovered it (elt, in
{o Epitomizing all moral Duties, for our bet-
ter carrying of them in our Minds, and tafa-
cilitate our right upderffandivgof them. It
theretore becomes us, whenfocver we find
any particular Preeepe in the Word ot God 1o
redace it to its proper Head intheDecalogue.
And for our help in vhis, we may procecd
to intjuire,

V. BY what Rules we are ta reduce all Meral
Duties ro the Ten Coumandments €

Anj. THERE aredivers profitable Rules for
this 1aid down hy Divines, and varioully ex-
predled ¢ The (ubftance whereof may be raken
up in thefe thar follow.

1. THAT cvery of thefe Commands baib
Sfometbing in it diffind from every otber.  The
Marter of edch is diverfe from all che rell,
There are no tautologies i them,  This may
he diftinétly evidenced,when we come to the
Caonfideration of each of them ip particular.
Ard heneeif we would know Ged’s Mind,
a1d cur Duty, we mult inquire afees che par-
ticular Suhjedt defigned in eicher of them.

2. THAT every of thefe FPrecepts extends 10
the whote Man, They greatly err, who think
thelt Commands to require only the outward
hehavionr of Men, for the fufllicient obfery-
ing of chem. Men Laws can seach no fur-
ther, but God is Lotd of the Conftience, and
Judge of thar; and he oblerves, not only
what we do, but with what Hearr,  Hence
that, 2 Chron,25.2. Asd he did that whieh was
yizht ia the fight of the Lard, bur not with a
perfelt bearr,  God requires rhe inward Man,
Prov 23.26. My fon, groe me thine beart. And
we arc told, Heb, 4. 12, For the word of (iod
is guick and powerful, and fharper than any t1oo-
edged feord, picrang even 1o the druiding 4fun-
der of foul and Jpiree, and of 1he jrinis & mare
yow, and it adifeerner of the thoughts &5 imtents
of the beers.  ThisLaw,sctpetts the Thoughrs,
as well s the Words and Altions; and may
as well be broken by tiem, as by the other,
Mat, 7. 28, They allo are miltaker, who
think, that the outward aftions are aimed at
in fome, and the Heart only in ethers, for
every Command of the Law is Spiritual, Rowr.

7. 14.

s, THAT berce the Habirs of Senflifying
Grace are required fa every of them. As When
the Law was given, Men had 2l Graee
fitring him for Obedience, fo the Law ex-
peéts that the Man fliculd have kept thac

Image, and condemns the lofs of i,

that rLaw not only forbids A&kual, bu?c:[?;
On'gl‘nal Sin ; and condemns chat 1uft of con-
cupifeence in the Hearr, which enfits us fop
morzal Qbedience, Rom. 7. 14. For we Eavw
that the law s fpiritual : bat I am carpal, Joid
ander fin- Thatlooksatter tthrinciple,t;om
which all our Attions How ;, and that is the
realon why the nawural Man cannor ferve
Ged, but fingin his Duties. This is the rea-
fon why the Prayer of the Wicked is abomi-
nation.

4. THAT both the Affrmative and Negaii
# trcluded inn every Precepr. There :{:gg{a‘;:;
of t1hefe exprefled Affirmatively, a5 (he
Fausrh and Fifthand the reft Negatively, boe
0 cach of theft the other 15 included. When
we are tothidden to have any other God, we
arve thetcin enjoyned to take the trpe Eiod
and him alone tor our God,  When we are
fothidden Adultery, we are commanded
Chaftity. When weare commanded to keep
the Sabbath Holy, we are torbidden all Pro-
phanation of ir: andio of the reft. [ferg3
11 m,dﬁhe realon is evident, hecaufcof:h;
infeperable connexion berween Si F -
miffion, and Qmifhion, Sis ot Com

5. THAT where any thizng iy commanded op
Jorbidden, 1t extends to every kind end degree
relating therezo. Some of the Preceprs men-
1inp onky one Species, bur 1his is 1o be ypder-
ftood Synechdochically, and applied to every
other, When Adultery is forhidden, which
is properly a defiling of the Marriage Bed
all forrs of Uncleanrefles are c-wmprehend'ed'
BYEN t0 3 la_fcivious Lock, Hence that,2 Pet..
2. 14 Having eyes full of adultery, and ibar
cannut ceafe tram fine Yea though oz 2 maid
Job 2. 3. I made a covenant with eyes,wby rther
Jhewld 1leok wpon a mard ¢

6. THAT everyFrecepr includes all the Means
Oceafions, and Adventeges, whichrefer zbrrem'
When it requires foch a Duty, it thtlt:ir;
requires that we ufe all properCourfes to help
vs in it~ When it forbids fuch a Sin, it
therein prohibits our ufing, and requires our
avoiding all the Temprariors and Qccafions
leading tnereto-  And tiis may be part of the
meaning of that, 1 Thel s 22, Abfuin from
&ll appearance of evil. When it forbids Mar-
der, it confequently Frohibits vojult Aneer,
thar is feading thereto, Mer 5. 32, When it
forbids Adulrery, it waras us again{t coming
jute the Company of laftivious Perfons,where
a train will be laid for us, Frov. 5.8, 9,

7. EVERY Precepr bils us nog ol 1o avoid
the doing of fuch things cur frlves, but 1o toke
beed that we do net pariate v otber Men's Sitr.
1 Time 5. 22, And we bring this Guilt uwpen
cur felves when we either encourage them
in their Sin, and feek 1o hide or cover ir,
or do not ufe ¢edeavours according to out
Oppartanity to prevest them.

8 THE fame Duties may bave a reference to
divers of thefe Cnmmands n feveral refp s,
There are fuch feveral refpaits whichAdtions
may be cloathed withal, and accordingly “are

diverlely
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diveriely applicable. A Poficive Command,
tnay be L‘orsEdcl‘Cd as Pofitive,and fo it belongs
to vhe Firft, erivmay be confidered as refer-
xing to Inftituted Worfhip, and fo ro the Se-
cond, or as limiting the Time, and {o to the
Fonrth y cxceis in Mears, Drinks, and Appa-
rell may be reckoned as pernicious to the
Heslih, and to belong ro rhe Sixth, or as
contrary to Sobriety,and incentives of fefhly
Luf, and {0 1o the Seventh, or as a prodigal
wlting of MensEitates 3 and (b 1o rheRighth.

9. AND whire there are Promifes or Threar-
niﬂg:r anacxcd 1e any Cm;rszzrrd', the congrary ¥
sncluded. As the Promife refers ro Obedience,
{o it involves a Menace againtt Difobedience.
In tha Thitd Command rheteisa Threatning,
not to hold Guildefs, &c. which aflures vs,
that God Will aceept, commend, and reward
fuch as reverence his Nume, In the Fifth,
there is a Premile, 8c. And this infers, that
if Men defpife their Parenrs, fome fearful
Cuarle awaits them, as, FProv. 20, 17,

Usg, THIYwmep poant ws, wher is the pro-
per ufe we are 10 preke of ihe Decalopue, viz.

1. NOT 1o make our mora! Obedience to 11,
the Ground of ear lope to chrain Eiernal Life.
We fhall cerrainly labour of an urdeing
mittake if thus wedo, Rom. 2. 20, By e

deeds of 1be law, there fhall mo fefh be juflified it
us figle.

2. TOregnlate oprCentverfation by,in onr tuhold
ordering of i, Wounld we know whar is Du-
ty, aod whar Sin 2 Would we keep theright
Way, and ncr o into the Pachs of the De-
{troyer ? Let us then keep clofe to this. Iak
8, 20. T the low and 1o the teflimony, if the
Jpeak not acording 1o this word, i is brmuj{
there # na Light wn them,  Truft not o out
own Keafon, forthar is blinded & prejudiced.
Lean not upon Impulfes and inward Motions,
tor they are uncertain,and often proceed from
the Evil ane, 8.

3. 10 judge of cur Affions by, and rhat nof
caly ad o the Mater, bur alfo the Sincerity of
ther.  And hence to lay our felvesbyit, bath
inrhe thiog done, the Principle by which,
and the End for which 3 all whercof come
undct rthe Cognizence of this Law,

4. TQ convince ws of our fhort-comizg in alt
this, and 1o drive ws out of our feloes, to pluce
owr whole refiance upon Chrift, for Parden aril
Aceaptance,  And it thus the Law maife oar
efteem of Chrift, it will ferve to Evangelica)
Purpofes.
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