SERKMOUN (L

IIL HAT by grving bim this Rule, God did
reveal ta Man whet was bis Daty.
For the clearing of this two Inquiries may be
made, Viz. 1. dfrer whar Monner God reveaied
this Law 10 Mor et firfi¢ 2. How far 1his
Lot comprized n it Mar’s Diuy, or 1he whole
Rale of bis Qbedicuce ¢
1. AFTER
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r. AFTER whes Manner God revedied bis
Law ar firjt

dnf. WE may trace this in the following
Conclulions, )

t. THAT 1% Law was rhe Rule of Relarive
Sufice, which God fixed berwoeen Him and Man,
Ged, who is the Crearer, is alfe the rightful
Governous of his Creartres: And he in Wil
dom governs then according tothe Nature he

gr into them.  Man was wmade a reafonableg
Ereature, and God would rreat him in a rati-
enal way : And for thar end put bim uoder
{pecial Government, to which beaccommneda-
red a Rule ; and this was the moral Law.
Hence that b 26, 28, And this was, for
the difplay of his Jultice, whick can in no
other way be manitelted on a Crature, bur
according to fome Rule of Proceeding : And
in his Proceeding with it according to the
tanour of thar,He appears to be jult. And we
may call this relative, becauls it was thar on
which this Relation berween God aund Man
was founded,

o. THAT it was peceffory 1har Man fbould
ar firfl know bis Rule,  And.that upon 2 dou-
ble Account, o

(1.) THAT be might comply with it as a Canfe
by Counfel. He was not only to be regulaced
by the inftingt of if, but ro be raughe and in-
firufted by icin his Dury. It was nor only
God s Rule, by which he would govern Man,
but alfo Man's Rule, by which ke was roorder
wimfelf in his whole Converfation in this

World. It was a Reafonably Service that was
required of him, Ram 12 12. 1. He mult
therefore perform ic with Reafon:  And he

was o be volunrary ia it, and to do it on
Choice. Hence that, Pfal. 119, 30. [ bave
ebofen the way of trail : by judgments lave |
Laid before me,  And this he could pot do ex-
cept he had known what his Rule was.

(2.) THAT be might be capable of being treat-
ed wirh in & way of Fulfice, according to bis
Aeeping or breaking of ir.  Though Ged in So-
vergignty may dilpofe of his Creature as be
fces meer, and da it no wrong ; yet to make
it happy or miferable ina way of Reward ot
Penalry, neceflarily fuppofeth 2 Rule of Pro-
ceedure.  And thiz Rule was once tade
known, and that he elther altually knowsir,
ot that it is his own faulc if he be ignoraor,
Mot can it be a declaration of Jufiice to pu-
nith any for the breach of a Law never pro-
mulgazed,

3. THAT De might thus Rnew it, it was ne-
ceffary that Gad fhowld fome way reveal or make
it known folbim. A thing may he more ways
than enc vevealed toa Man: And we here
underftand it in the largelt fenfe.  And here
let us obferve,

(1.) THAT ghe Law was the Contrivance of
God’s Supreme Will,  True, it is the produtt
of bis infinite Wildom, and was adapred for
the Government of Man, being fuited ro his
Nature ; and was therefore boly, juft, & goad,
Rom. 7.12. Bur the Will of God was the Su-
preme Authority from which [t proceeded.

Hence fo called, Rom 12, 2. And (ee. 1. Pri.
4. 2. God’s Requirirg it i5 Mans Warrant.
for his Doing ir, and the higheit Reafon of
his Otedience.  God therefore coitnts ir Tufii-
cieat Obligarion ro fubltribe every Precepr,
with, [ asm the Lord.

(2.) HENCE Man could nor kacwir, bur b
bis fome way figmifving it ta bim,  Man muﬁ:‘
keow it 1o be his Duty and confeguently thae
it was God’s Will,on which hisluty depends,
and that bhe Knows this, God mult make it
known to him: For ir is not his fecrer Wiil
thatis our Hute, Dewr. 29. 29- Hence wi
have thar, A 6.8,

4. THAT God did ar firfl imprint this Law
ot the Heart of Mant immedieiely,in bis Creation.
And tor our righr raking this up, lec vs ob-
ferve,

(1.) THAT i the Law, asgiven at firff, we
are ia confider both the Precepts and Sanilions.
God gave the Law unre Man ac his Creation,
in 3 Covenant; And that jc might be fuch an
Inftrument, it had thefe two parts in it, vit
Freceprive, which contained all thar of Duty thaz
God vequired of Marm 3 and Obligarory, which
corfilted in @ Fromije made 19 Obedierce; and &
Threarping againft Difvbedience, by which it
wie fuitéd for the Admivifiration of Fultwe :
Both of which the Word uf God gives a full
account of. ,

(2.) THAT shis Law was fuited to the Narure
of Man, which was therefore capable of ihe lin-
preffons of itinbis Creation in Ztuﬁ'} aof 1h fe ref-
peéts. That it was thus {foited, may be read
inthe Law it felf, and comparing it with
Man’s Capacity : but necds no other proof;
then to confider that God is a wife Lawgiver,
and both knew what was the Natute that he
give ro Man, and what was convenient to di-
rcft him how he might ferve to the Glory of
his Maker, which muft needs be hislaft Ends
And that Man’s Nature was capable of re-
ceiving thefe Imprefiions, is cvident it we
conhider,

(1] THAT Gad pur into Man o natural
Confetence, as be was 10 be a Subjelt of thé Lawn
That every Man hach a Conicience in him, is
witnefled by his owna Conftience, for he ex-
perienceth fuch a ching 3 as will. appear in
thar which follows. fiod therefore pur it
into him 5 ahd it was for fome End & Ufe
And thae this was to render bim hetter fit to
be a Subjelt of the moral Law, arifeth from
the Marore of iv ; as.will he feen. Hence,

{2.] THAT his Coufeience wes cvery way
Juited to receive the foremenrioned lmpreffions,

For,

1. CONSCIENCE properly belong s to tbe praifi-
cal Underflanding, and ic iherefore firved to con-
dult a Man in alling according yo Rute. Whe-
ther Confticnce be an Habir, oronly an Al
1difpure not; but thar it is not a Fatuley
or Power diftinét from the Underfanding, I
think mmay be made good, i we confider the
Nature of the Undetftarding and U[’efﬂl_nefs
of it in Man, which is not only to inform
him in the Theory of things,but alfo :ogii;ig
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him in prattice 5 and tor this it is endued
wich a power of Judgmenr, by which it can
inquire into the Nature of Things, and com-
pire them, and difcern che Connen‘_."tmns and
Conftguents of them, and sccordingly cotm-
commend er difcommend them to the Wil
Now, when it thos exers ir felt with
seipetto the Law of Ged, and makesa Juda-
ment of it and of our Kclarion and Carviage
towards it then it is called Confticnce,
Hence that, Row 2, 104,15, )

2. NWENCE Coafurence iv a .‘T;;f)jr.’ff recipiont
gf the Rute into ir. Aud indeed, it werg not
orherwife fitred tor its propsr Fintlion . For
the Judpment it is To m.nku s, wherher this
be Richt or Wrong, 2 Duty or 3 Sin, com
manced or forbidden; which eannot he dore
but by brivging and applyire it to the Kulg,
wiith is th? maoature of Ohedignce and 1l
ghedicnce. For we are told, 1 Joh, 2. 4. Wi
Sfoever commudeth fin, 1ranf refieth alfs the Taw
for firt ar 1l travfgeeflen of te L. lt_muﬂ:
theretore be acquainted with 1the Law 1n or-
der vo its paffiog fuch a Jodement s nor can
it da it any tarcher then it Krows the Rule,
and §s able rhus roapply i Hence an erro-
peous Cosloience, cver makes 2 falle Jude.
ment about thole things wherein i fsetrnre-
ons.  iomull theretore becapable of recciving
the {ule into ir, or elfe it would not he troly
Conlcience, _

3. THAT God flamped this Rule on Man's
Confeicnce ar the firfhiopether weeh ihe .S_.qm?/;:r{r
of ir, and thereby fizsed bim to be o Subjeit of bis
frecial Gouvernmens. 1t 15 encugh 1o evinge
the Truth of this, ro cophider ehat Man was
ordained to be a Subjeét of this Government,
which he could mot have heen capable of with-
ouatit. Bur hefides, it s apparent in our firlt
Parents immediarely alrer their Fall, Gen. 1,
8§, 9. And ihey heard 1he voice of the Lord God
walking in the garder in the coolof the day - and
Adam and bis wife bid themfelocs fram the pre-
Jiace of the dord God amongfl the trees of rhe
garden. And ihe Lord God called utto fidu..w,and
fard Whire are thord And whence was this but
From the impreflion the Law had on theirCon-
fricnces. The relicks alfo of'the Law thacare
found in tlie Hearts of meer Heathen, thos
alting,arc a further witnefs of this. As,Rom.
2.14,15. For when the Gentiles u‘b.a.r.‘(j have ot
the law, do by matare the ihings contained in the
Faro, ilcfe baving not the law, are a lLie unts
themfeives = bich flew the works of 1be law
roritren on their bearts, their corfcicace wifi
bearing winstefs, and their thonshes the mean
while aceufing, or effe excufing pne anahor, Avd
it 15 turther confirmed, 1 thar itis promifed
as 2 oreat Benefit of the New Covenanr, that
God will ancw write his Law upon theHearts
of his People, which hud heen o defaced hy
the Apoltaly, Jer. 2131 Bar thic fhall be the
covenant that Lwill make woithibe baufe of Ifiael,
After thafe days, feirh the Lord, | will put ny
taw i their inward parts, and write them id
sheir bearts, apd will be therr Godyand they [badt

be my pesple.

4. THE Lmage of God, on Man’s Underftind.
i4g, not only gave lint o perfeld Knewledge of
the Law, bur aifs an Approbation of it, &7 Affent
12 ity boly, judand geod,  Thelmoge of Emd,
concreared in Mag confifted in the Sanétifica
tion ot all hisFocultiesBzPowers,ene ol which
was bis Underftarding ; and the Qperation
ef it on thar was, not only the giving him a
clear Lighe ro know what was commanded,
and what torhidden, and o whar Terms he
ftood witl God, but mainly, in the right
Judament that he had of the Rule, and 3 full
conlent which it gave tolr, as every wav pro-
per and convenlent for Man, Thistheretore
we find P/ when 1enewed again, fully affznred
unto, Kear. 7012, And bhe declargs ir to be
2 fruiy of the Transtormation which is wro't
by Regereration, Rear12. 2, Qn the aceoons
theretore of this fclt impreffion of the movrat
Law on 1he Confeivnee of Man, as well 35 of
the remainiag light in tallen Man,iris ufually
called the Law of Narure,  And hers this
Queltion may in few words he difpafled,
VIZ,

Quelt. WHETHER the Law of Natare be the
Swwewihrle waral Lagy 2

Anf- LET us here ohferve thefe Things,

1. THE Law of Natwre may be confidered,
either as it was grven 1o Man ar frfl, or a5 1o
the Relvks of it in ihe Cenfriences of falien
Men, When God firlt wrote it on Man’
Heart, it was perteft and-complear in all the
Rules thar belonged to Man in a ftare ot Intea
grity,and of fubordination re the Goverr meng
of God. - Whereas the remains ot it in finful
Men are broken fragments and impertcét .,
fallen Man being under ignorance ard errver.

2- TIIE mral Law ic 1o be confilered  tithey
as 1t iy parcly Moral, or gs It batr fomething
Pofrive anncxed 1o ir.  Ard  from thefs
dittin€ions, we may take vp the following
Conclufions,

1. THAT ibe Law of Natare, and the moval
Lato,are the fume for the Sub@uamner. Ifwe {peak
of the Matter of Dty requiredin them,therg
is po fubftantial differerce berween them; for
the Law given to Adem was perfettly fuired
to dirett him as a moral Agenr: Yea, it was
a Law of Lite s and therefere harh nothing
wanting to it 25 fuch. The Ten Commands,
which are the Sumof the Law moral, fas will
be cantidered in the nexr,) were all in the
Law of Nawire.

v WHATSORVER FPofitive FPrecepts teere
andexed i3 the moral Law in the new Bdirion,
wrre geberally conratited in the Lew of Nature,
Thete arc Tome Precepts laid -down in the
Word of God, whofe Reafon is Moral, and
ver the particular Derermination of them s
Pofitive « Such as thelimitation of the Sabe
bath to 3 Seventh Day, and to this Seventh,
befnre, and ancther atrer Chrift's Coming in
our Flefh 5 bat it is not for that Reafon to he
counted Ceremonial, but Moral 5 the' the fixd
ing of it thus were arbitrary, and depended
ona further Revelation.

3, THAT
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2. THAT the wsral Late as it was given or
procleimed ar Mownt Sinai, differed from the
Low of Natare as given at firfd, 7z wvefpell of
the Defign or Lad of ir. §n the firlt Editien
of it, it was to be the Law ot 4 Covenanr of
Warks, to which Man was ¢ither to tand or
tall : It had Hupplecels promifed 1o Ohedi-
ence, and Mifeiy threated ro Lifobedi-
ence 3 but in the new Edidon ¢ was given
in the hand of a Mediator, aud for pracious
Purpofes, Gal. 2,19, i!"hfn.‘fcue_ thea ferveih
the fam 2 It was alded hecanje of iranfprefflons,
pill the feed fhowtd com=) 10 wium ihe promife
was made, and ir was ordained by anesis in ibe
band of a mediater. Tt was therclore o be 2
ﬁbaﬂ!ﬂ;dfﬂ‘ 10 bring ws o Cbnﬂ, ver. 24, It
wis to convince (zod™ People of cheir Sin
and Micry, and thereby to make them to
look out to Chrilt for rheir Salvaiing, who
was typically reprefenred o them by the ce-
reimonial Law which followed,

2. HOW far this Law comprized 1a jr .[_VIJJJ’:
Dury, or ihe whole Rale of iy Qbedicnee 2

Anfo FOR a throuzh  Uoderltunding of
this, we are w coslider the Srare of Man in
Integrity, and under the Apoftacy.  And
here,

1. IN general, concernivg both of thelt
Srates. Two rhings may be remarked,

t. THERE was a Refurvation for particular
pafitive Ereceprs in il Lam, which were ot
particwiarly tmprinced an Man’s nutural Confei-
ence, but yer a geveral Ubligation 1o fuch, whei
pevealed, was therein contained, CAILL che pefi
tive Lows ceremenial & judicial refer hither,
and all Infticacions Evangelical. For though
the Law of Nature did not exprefly com-

mand them, nor could the meer Light of

Nature have known them, nor had they been
Dutics if nor parcicolarly promulsared, yec
the Obedicnce to them is Moral, i e, requi-
red by the command ot the maral Law, in
general by the firft Command.  Heace thir,
Deut. 12, 32, Whee thing focver ! command you,
obferve 1o do ax : thox fhair aor add thereio, nor
diminiff from ar, Aoad particolarly by the
feveral Commands, to which they are nextly
to be reduced.

2. THAT nome but God condd make oty fuch
Preceprs o oblige the Confeicnces of Men, ™ He
hath therchors ablulerely Furbidden cicher ro
add too, or diminifp from what be is pleafed 1o
comand, in the torecited, Dewr. 12, 22,7 And
hence that Curfe denounced 2gainft thofi: thar
fhall dare o to do, Ruv. 22,48, For I tefiify
wntn every man that bearcth the gropbefie of this
baok, if any man add wnio thefe 1hings, God fhail
add naro bim the plagues that are writen i this
bock. And there is reafon for it, becaufe
Man's Confeience,as fuch, is liable to no other
Judgment buc thavy of God,

2. IN particular ; referring to thefe feve-
rally.

1. CONCERNING Man in a fate of Inregri-
#y. Thefe rwo things may be obferved,

1. THERE wus 20 morel Dury lying upon
Man it that State, but what was contained in

shis Law, Elfe it had heen jmperfeét, and
confequently nota Law of Life, nora fit In-
fryument to 2dvince the End of (hecial Gow
vernment, which was to conduét Man 1o an
everlafting Scate of Happingls or Mifigy, ai-
cording as iz kepr or hrake char Law. That
Law faid, de and iive, Rom., 10, 5. Tt there-
fore had all in ir, that was neeeffzry to Life
ind Rele, dnd confuquently no moral Dty
wanting to i,

2. THAT hence, Man by o perfe@ Confor-
mity 10 thar Law, flould bavs obrained biy Fad
and Huppincfs. This necellarily follows from
the former, and becaule the Promife of the
firlt Covenani, under which he then was, fe-
ferred tono other as the Condition wirl
whichit was conncfted. There were ind eed,
Sacraments anncxed o thac Covenant, for
the Confirmarion of rhe Sanflions of it
which being revealed,they could nor violare,
but by 2 Traafgreffing of anc at lealt of the
Commands of rhar Law.

2, CONSIDERING Man in a State of Apef-
rafy. There ate thefe things to be obferved,

1. THAT she Law witl be the great Rule of
ihe Fadgmens at the laeft Day, In that Day thére
are Books to be opened,” dnd Men zre to he
judged out of them, and this is one of thofz
Books. There muft be 2 Rule of Judgment,
and that mult be the Law of Government
nnder which Mea are in this World, Henea
that, 2 Cor, 5. 10, Tue Cale of all will be
tried dccording to the moral Law, wherher
the Cendirion of Lifc required inthat Law be
anfwered, and thar will turpthe cafe, True,
the Gafpel barh brought ina Surcrithip, in
which Chrilt is accepred to anfwer the de-
mands of Jultice for all char dre in him by
Faith ;. which will be then enqaired intp,and
will iffue the Matter on the fide of 211 true
Believers s hut the Realon will be, becaufe
the Law is fycisfied aud they jultificd by the
Righreoulhels of thie Mediarer: Whick made
Taui {0 follicivous tobe foand in bim, Phil.1.0,
Bue (till, the Law is fegarded in all this, ac-
cording to Mar. 5. 15,

2, HENCE wome of fallen Men con be ge-
quitted then yn'eft be batl cither by bimfrif or
by his Surety anfwered the Demards of this Law.
The judge of aif the Earth will do tliae which je
right, Gen, 18.25. The Law is the Rule of
that, and thercfore none cin fhand iy tle
Tudament, bur fuch as can thew a true Claind
10 @ [Wghteoufnefs by which the Law hath
been fatistied in their behalf; for the Gofpel
dath norundermine the Law, but ratity ig;
Rom, 3. 21,

3. BUT the Low ic nor o [uffcient Rule of
Life 1o fatlen Mam, by bis perfeit Obsdienee ta
. Not only can h¢ not chrain Lite by i1y
becaufehehath lofthis Power of perfeft Obe-
dience to ir,and thergfore it mult geeds con-
demn him if he ftand to the trial of ir, Ecel.
7. 20, Prop.2c. 9. 1 Febn 1, 8. Burir cedl
eth to b a Rule of Life toMin that is falten,
becaufe all Menr are by Adam's Fall undér
the Condemnation of Dearh, by i1, Rom.5.12,

oo W hish
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Whiel Guile they tannot explate ob them-
{elves, and by that means the Law becomes
incapable of confersing Life on them, Rom.5.
3, For whar the law rould #or do, in thar it was
wrak throngh the fxfh, God fending bis own
Sow in ihe Lkenefy of finfal flefo, and for fin
condemn d fin 1 the fefb. Gal 3,21,

4. HENCE ihe new Covenane bails inerodue-
ed mrw Dunies, which wrere Hut aecomuredalie 1o
the Laww, in 1bis Hare of Incegriry, The Grof:
pe! hach brought in Yaith in Chrift, as necel
fury to Salvation, Mark 1508, And 1t is net
only Indolyed Men, but commanded them,
1 reba 2 73 And it harh intreduced Re-
pentance harh as a 1darv. and Iy theretore
commanded, AdFs 17, 20 Yea, and it is made
a necelliry medium to the obuaining of Lites
yea, apd Liteds fvcured so s Heice is that
Ticle pur upon it, Alls 11,18, Repersrance
wnro Jife. Whereas chere was ne occalion
for jultifyics Faith, during Mao’s Integrity,
not voom tar ic in the Covenanr of Warks,
becaulc Man by thac was to be jultityed by
his ownp perfonal Kighreoulels; uor was
there any room for Pard oo upen Repenrance,
becaule thar Covenant pofitively denounced
Pegth upoa Sin, Fuoek 18, 4.

5. NEVLRTHELESS, thefe Daties, eanfiler:
ed a5 Works required of s, are redaceable 12
1o the moral Law,  We belore oblerved, 1hat
by rhat Law, Man was bound in Subieftion
ta God, 1o yield him Obedience o whado-
gver he (hould (ke meet e €pioyn him in,
and 1eveal o him to be his Will. When
theretore (iad, In Favour to Man, did upon
his feariul Apoltaly,open to him a way of Re-
covery ina newCovenantand preferibe to him
the Duties which he regnired of kim in order
tabisve obraining otLife; Man now was bound
by thar Law ro obey bim i it and s gmlly
of moral Tyanfarcthion il he refuli or neglett
it, and is tiable ro Paaithment fur Dhifobudi-
encey, 2 Tbr:/ 1. 9.

6 HENCE, whatforver ic rrquired in new
Evanpelical Obedrence, is comprised in thisLaw.,
Mot only are the moral Dutics, vnder which
Muan was exprefly crgiged ac frlh revived in
ir, and have a new Foice put upon them, by
the Confideration oF Cheilt’s Hedemprion,
¥ Cor, 6, 20, Bar 2llh the Dories of Fairh
and Repentance are reduceable to ir, 1o far

as they are commanded by vhar Authority
which we arc cbliged o own and obey by
the firft Command.

Uik, L. LEARN hears, doee wetrly they ex-
peii Satvation by Clrifl, whe defpife the waral
Law. How many are thers, whe i vor pro-
telledly, yor practically allewe whemitlves ia
Sin, under 3 Pre{umprion thae Chrilt b}
ticed them from 1he Lavw, ard rhere is now
po m e danger by SinningaguiaR ir. Soch
are all they rhac pretend, they may Bo that
Grace may aboand ; whick. the Apofile re-
jebts with Duoteltadion, Ko 6. v, 20 Thefk
wiﬂl-i find themielves miferably deceived ax
Ialt

Usr. 11 LEARN we bence, bow dasgercus
a thing af as, o fin againfl the fobt of & nargral
Corfercace, Crod hath pur bnto every Man a
Confcience to carb the exorbitant maotions of
Luft tn him, from breaking out into leud Acs
tions 5 and reqoires him to hearken w the
Vaice ot it, and not o o dois Witkednefk,
Confcicuge is God’s Deputy in a Man, ard
{pesks to him in God’s Name, he therelora
thar rejeits the warnings of that, in (b doing
repouncerth Ged’s Guvernment ovir him, and
may expeft his frarful Wraih 1o fall apon
him. Horce the Apoftle hath {uch an Ob-
fervation 1 John 3. 2a, For i car brart come
dean ws, God b5 greater thon ewr beart, and
fnotwszh of) things . Snch cherefore 35 hear-
ken not to ir, arc grown to 3 prodiglous
height of hnpisty.

Use., I THIS fhowtd put 45 kpon fequent
fiudying of the moral Law if we woutd lve
and pleafe God. True, iv concerns us to fudy
the (ioipel, beeaufe rhence all our Hope and
Coniolation multderive ; and the Law alone,
will offer to fallen Muan nothing but Terrors
b i€ under pretence of the Gofpel we nep-
1e&t the Law, and pourill in ourfélves lgno-
rance ol ir, weean never load a Life of Evan-
grlical Obedivnce, which God requires of ug
hut muft do the things that dithonour and
difpleafz him. Leat us then labour to Know
cur Duty by ir,and then improve the Gofpel
to point us how we may do chis Daty ia
Faith, foas may be acvepiable to him.
1L
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QuesTIOoN

E have already confidered the moral
[ ave in phe Sarnre of Jt : and how



