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Qu eft. XL.

SERMON CXLIX.

4, O what ufe the moral Law iv il fervi-
crabie to fulien Manm ¢

Anf. THAT we may rake thisup aright,we

may look upsn fallea Man under diver{eCon-

fiderations: in evety of which there is an

anfwerable Ifefulpefs of the moral Law,

¥, MAN is to be confidered, either as i &

Lettures upon the

ate of Nawure, or in a fate of Grece,

2, NATURAL Men are 1o b¢ confidered, i
ther as being without the Gafpel, or ander tha
Difpeafution of ir.

2, AN w7 « Har& of Grace is to be tonfp
dered, cither as jnibe Wy to, ar a5 arrived at
the Kingdom of Glory. Add ro thefe,

4. THE Moral Law,under which Man #1, iy
be confidercd, either as a Rule only, or a5 a Co-
venanrt alfo.

AND pow we may take up the Refoletion
of this Cafe under every of thele Cenfidera-
tions, And here abfusve,

1. ALL Men in o Staie of Natwre are ur-
drr the Luw ap a Covenanl, as weli s o Bule,
By a State of Narure we are to upderfiand,
thar Condition which they were put inro by
the Apoltaly of the firlt Adam, in whichScate
all Men abide, titl they are delivered out of
it, by heing planted in the {econd Adim, and
that i donc in cffetbual Vocarion, And
this is trug concerning a1l fuch, wharever o-
ther Advaniages they are under, whether in
the Darkuefs of Pagan Ignorance, or under
the ourward Revelation of fiofpel-Light.
And thar thefe are under the Law, not anly
a5 2 Rule, har as a Covenant too is evidenr,be-
canfe they arelyer ia theirlnbeliefy concerna
ing whom it is laid, Mark 16. 16. He rhuy be-
ticuetl and i baprized, fhall be faved y but he
thar believeth aor, fhall be dammed. Yaz, John
3. 18, He that believerh on bia, is wot condegtns
ed : bu! Be ther belicveih not, 15 condemued al-
ready, becanfe be barh not believed in the Nama
of ihe only begoaten Sen of God, Which is in-
rerprated, ver. 36, He thar belizveih on the Som,
Bath evertaffing life - and be that believeth not
on the Son, fhail nov fee itfe : bur the wrath of
God «bideth on P This therefore is de-
clared to be the common Condition both.of
the Jew and the Gentile, Rom. 3.9, 22,

2. AS for mapural Men thar are without the
Gofpel, the Law is ferviceable to them on fucl
Accountts as tbefe.

(1.) TO keop them in ame, & promp them nme
to Diry.  That there are the remains of the
Law in the Heants of fuch, is cerrain. Tha
Apoftle proves it, Rom. 2,14, And this, not
only as they have in them rational Conviti-
ors of Right and Wrong, Duty 2nd Sin, but
alfo as they fugmeft to Men the Danger of
finning, and the Wrath which they expofe
themfelves to thereby, whence they either
accule or excule them,-ver. 15, And thefe
ar¢ proper Motives to put Men upon avoids
Ing the oneand purfuing the other; and
doubtlefs by this Means God curbain Men's
exorbitant Lufts, which would elfe hreak all
Boupds, 35 fometimes they do, in Men de-
ferted by God, L

(2.) FOR the mainsenance & prefervation of
civil Societics from Ruin, Man is made a fo-
ciable Creatute, and rhis Ead cannot be ob-
tained but by a civil Order, and the uphold-
ing of Righteoufhefs, Man's Life, Chaftity,
Eltate, good Name and Property mult be pre-

ferved, and how isthisdone, but by imPfi."g
in
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ing on Men'sHearts the apprebendion of thefe
Rules of Jultics aud Equity, makipg them
approve them, and holding a Curh on rheir
Confciences ? And in this wuy God upholds
his Government of the World, and raifeth
Mecn among Heachen, who fubferve himin it
but for which, the Wickednels of Men had
long e’re thisreduced the Wm'ld. to 4 _Char:;s.

(1.) TQ direi? 1n the ordering of the civil Go-
verament of Mankimd. Without givil Govern:
menr, there would be nothing bur Confution,
as, Judgmes 20,25, In ahofe dups there was o
king in fracl: cvery wan did rhat wbi{;b wig
righe 1o bis own eyes, Men cannor live as
Men without Loaws, wor well with rhem,un-
Jzfs they be righreous,it mends no Man®s Con-
dition,to beopprett by aLuw; bot there have
been Governmen s ameng meer Pagans,which
have had muny cxcellent Laws, in re_[pu& of
Righesouinels roward Men, under which chey
have greatly Hourithed, and been a thame o
fuch as had the Word of God 1 See, A8 25,16,
And whence hud chey this bur iTorn the He-
Bi€ts of the Law of Gd in them, and the
commeon Gifes of the Spiric cnahging Men 1o
improve the remalning Light in them to
hizh meafures, _ .

(4) TO difpofe them to entertain the Gofpel,
when it fhoald be ffered to them.  God h:y‘d a
Purpols 1o extend his Salvation to the Gen-
tiles, in the fulnefs of time, by fending the
Offzrs of a Chriff 1o them, inviting them to
embrace him, which was accomplithed ater
our Saviovrs Refurrefltion,  Now, that they
might have {omething in them ro work npon
as realbnable Crearures, apd rhar by which
they might ke perfuaded of cheir Need, God
left thele Principles in them. And for 1his
realon we lind that che Apoltles when they
preachid to them built theirDottrines on thele
Principles, as will parriculatly appear in
Ais, 5 14, Rom 1, &2,

3. WITH repeid to natyral Ment that are un-
der ibe Gojpet Difpenfutions, Befides whar
they have in common with others in the
forecired Berefirs, the Law iz made
fetviceable 1o prepare them to teceive
Chyrift, and embrace the Terms of the new
Cavenant 3 and this {eems ro have hef:fl_ the
delign ol the giving the Law ar Mount Binai,
as is intimated in, Gal. 3.273, 24. Bat before
Jatib-came, we were kept wnder tbe lawo, fout up
wnto the fatih which fhowld aeficrwards be revealed,
Where the law was our School maller, 1o bring
ws 10 Chrifl, thar we might be juflified by faith,
Iris certain that ic was given for gracious
Furpoles, ver. 19. And therelore in the hand
of  Mediator ; and in this way only could
it ferve to promove the Gofpel Defign, And
fiere it fervey, N o

(1) TO convince Men of Siny which is the
firlt flep to Converfion. For though the
Grace of the Spirit isinfufed by bhim imme-
diately, yer the drawing. ic foreh is mediare
and not only fo, but the Preparation for ir i3
fo; tor Man repents and helieves as he is a
zeafonable Creatare, upon Petfuafion, though

the efficacy of it, be by powertul Qperation:
Here therztore the Spiric hegins with Men,
Yoh, 16.8, And when be s come; be wiilf yp-
prove the wortd of fin, and of righteciefn fs. ard
of judgment. Acd this he doth by the Ap-
phication of the Law to the Conicience i ict,
Rom. 3. 20. By the law is the knowoledge of ik,
And good reafon, for, Chap. 4. 14., Brcayfr the
Law woerkesh wrath : for wbere no lato 15, theve
is no aranfpreffon, And this is by Iéll':ng
the Law hetore him as 2 Rule, and (hewing
ir to him ; he tells him, that the Law faich;
this thot fhalt do, and thar thou fhalr pot
do, burt thus halt thon done,and thefe things
butt thou omirted, and by this he kpows ic
to be Sin. For, 1 John 3. 4. Whofoever com-
mitieih fin, tranfgrefleth alfe 1he latw : for Jin
#tbe rranfer-fhon of the luw,

(2. ) TQ difcover to them their woful Mifer
by Sin.  Ard withogt this, the former wil}i
lirtle avail 3 for fallenMan 3s 1o inlove with
Sin, that nothing but fear of Wrath wil] de-
ter him trom it ; the Spirit therefore by the
Law, thews the Man whar is like to he the
Hlweof thele $ins,and tharis nothinglefé rhan
Damnation 5 and chis he doth by reprefen:-
ing it as a Covenant 5 he rells hitm cthat ¢he
Law faith, Ezck. 18, 4, The foul that Sidnerh
it fhall die. Rom. 6. 23, For ihe wages™ of fir
# deut, Thar 3l the Curles wiitren ip the
Baook of Ged 2re out againtt Sinners for their
Sin.  And herchy he makes them afraid of
the Wrath of God 5 as, la, 33, 14,

(2.) TO fluy theum as 1 expettation of Help by
aty Kighteowfnefs or Sirength of their owi.
The former Couviftions do ufually pot Men
vpon Endeavours o relicve themiclves, b
relorming their Lives, in abltaining ftovi
their tormer fin‘ul Courles, and raking up of
nexleCted Duries, and they are apt 1o 1Erty
therey and eamtore themitlves therein 5 and
herchy they fortify againtt che Gofpel Offerss
for a Man caanot come to Chrifl, Il he for-
fakes himicify for whis alfo be uferh the
Law, by giving the Man a deeper infighg
into the fpiritual Narare of it 3 ard now he
{ees, that it is another manner of hing to
keep the Law, thas he before dreatned of'3
and this fhews him his uner thporency,
which he till then was ignorant of, which
cars him oft trom felt-fufficiency, and 1o kills
his vain Confidences in himfelt; fo it was
with Foul, Rom- 7. 9. For T war ofive without
ihe law orce but swhen the commandment came,
Jint revived, and { died.

(4.) TO azvaken in them, an Apprebenfion of
their abfolute need of Help from abraed.” And
this is dane, by applying the Law bemic g
their Confciences, under the forecited Confi-
derations. He thews them that the Promife
ot Life, 15 limited onty to perfet Obedience
to theLaw,and that cheCurfe of Death is age
againttSinners tor theleali law in cheirQbedis
enceial.2.10. He effires them of the rigour of
theLaw in thele refpelts.&char it will noc hara
the lealt in either of them, bur exat rhe full
thereof, Mar 5. 18 And herewithal, Jers
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them fee, that they come fhorr in both;
that they cannot' do the thi-gs required in
it, but mils ic in their belt ; that they
cannor by themfelves pay the Arrears, but
they will break them forever. And now the
refule of chis is, that excepr fome other
Hand aford them {oecour, to refcue them out
of this Diltres, they maflt perifh unavoidably
and Erernally.

(5.) TO make 1he glad vrdings of Chrifl 7 5ul
varion by bim weleome, And thisis the genuine
refultaucy of all the former, No man cares
for Chrift, as long as he can maincain in him-
felf any hopes thar he may do well encugh
wirhour him. Rur when once the Man finds
him{elf perithing, nowan Hand ttrerehed our
from on high o heip him,.is weicome, And
therefore Chiilt fs commended as aa helper
for fuch, PfAl vz, 12,13, For be thall deliver
the needy when be crieth ; the oy alfo anllim
thai bailt e beiper. He fbul! frare the poor and
meedy, and fhail frve the fouly of the necdy, And
this fende is wrooghs in the Man by the Law,
by which beis mace ro know himfelf poor,and
in debt, beyond the {uccour of any creaed
Power,

4. A8 1o thafe thar gre nnder Grace, the Law
is #0 more o Covenant of Works 10 e It
was 1o 10 them before,and as fuch it was mads
helpful to hring them over to Chrift, and fo
put themunder Grace. But now, it lofeth
its claim ewer them 2s Tach.  Andrhe reafon
is, becaule there is an inconfiftency herween
thefe two. The Covenant of Grace was in-
treduced as a remedial Covenanr, to deliver
Sinners trom the Law inregard of the Curlg,
which it held them underas a Covenant- And
forthisend,Chrift, whoopered theWay al this
Covenant, engaged in, and accompl-thed 1he
Redemprion which he undorrook, As Gal 2.
r2. 4. 4,5 8o that now, acither 15 the Pro-
mife of chat Covenant out Encouragement to
(bedience, for chat was ouly to that which
was pertett, which our belt is not 5 nor are
the Threatnings of char Covenanr our Terrors
from Sinning, hecaufe we are difcharged from
them, and thalz Terrors helonged to the Spi-
rit of Bondage,which Belicvers donot receive
again; tho' yot at prefent ueeerly frec from
the remotfes of, Rewr 8. 75, Though fHll there
are the Promifes & Threamings of the NewCo-
venant, in the Evangelical Difpenfation of i,
which are fuited ro the pefene flate of the
Children of God : But thar is true, Rom. 6.
1.3 For fin fhall not bave dominsen over you @ for

e dare fot ander (Do lew, bat wnder grace,

5. THAT rhofe who are 1 e New Ce-
wenant, anmd or yer, bat in the way ta the Kings
dowm, are wnder the Low, ar a Rye of their Life.
Though it is not a Covepant of Life tothem,
having Life fe¢ured 1o their perfonal Obedi-
&nce, vor itisa Ruleaceording to which God
expefls that they fhould nrdertheir Life aed
Converfation, This is denjed by fome, praéti-
cally abufed by others, and not rightly wire
derltood by many. Apd may theretore be
mmade clear and evident ipthe following Con-
Gluﬁausl

1. THAT Ged's Feople have ¢ Life & Con-
verfurion to lead in ibis World: Man 1s.a live
ing, and corfcquently an attive Being : And
he 15 of 2 rational Nature, and hath there-
upon a Power in him of confultipg and chn-
{ing his way, Men have fomething to' do in
this Life, and they cannot fie 1H)), bur will
be fome way engazed- Every Man bath fome
End in his eye, and will contrive and puilue
fome Mcans for his obtaining of ir, ro which
be will dirett the cousfe of his Life : Yea,
the powers ol Ation were put into the Crea-
ture tor their being excrred in it S0 that
avery man, will certaioly be fome way cm-
ployed,

2 THAT 1t 10 not af the Liberry of God's
Feopic to iroe ag rhey b, nor onghe ibey to lipe
as eiler Mea, Man was pur under the Tpeci-
al Government ot God at firlt, nor can he fall
out of ir, {u a5 ot to be onder the lawiul
Command of ir, bur God muflt therein lofe
his Glory fo far, which he will rot.  Hence
the Golpel Liberiv doth por open to them z
doot ot Licencioulnefs, or give them leave 1o
follow rheir oW Suggeltions.  For tho' Gracs
in them, i.¢lines them tolove and ferve Ged,
yet they have Corruption which wirkitands
the Will ot Ged, and draws afrer the finful
gratityirg of 1he Lufts of the Fleth, & otien
deads thewm caprive, Rom.7. 21, And whar thep
would it do, were they left ar their unlimi-
ved Liberty 2 Aud God forbids them to run
in the fame Cenrfues which others, viz. Unre-
generate Men do, Eph. 4, 17,18, This I fay
therefore, aml reftify im the Lord, thor ye hencgs
forth walk nor as pther Gemtiles walk, Iz 1he vas
nity of iherr mind, Hoving the wnderflunding
darknel, being alienated from the Life of Gad,
rhrough tbe igrorance that is in ibem becaufe of
the blindaefs of theirbeart. AndChap,5.7.8,11,
Hence char advice, 1 Pet. 4. 2, 4, For the rime
paft of cur life may fuffice us to baove wroughy ihe
will of the Gentiles, wherein ye walked i lafes-
vingfnefs, iufls, excefs of wine, reviltiinas, bana
quertags, and abaminoliz idolatries : Wherein
they thinf it flrange that you run nor withibem
to the jame excefs oF wior, fpeaking evil of you,

3, THERE mufl therefore be a Rule lor their
Direllion in leadtng fuch o Life. Where Men
are nar lett ar Liberty, there is 2 Limitation,
and rherefore there mult he fometfing o for
the Bounds to them, vhar may tetl them,
this you ought to do, and this you cught rot
to do; and this mult be contained in thar
Covenant, which is contrived ro be a Medium
of bringing finful Men ro Salvation. The
(xofpel therefore conraing, ner only the glad
Tidizgr of Peace,but alfo the Way of thar Peace.
For if there be a Way, it mull belong unra
that ccopomy in which Man's well being is
laid sur. Herce thar is expreft as one Ad-
vanrage of i1, Luke 1, 39. 10 guide onr feer in
the way of pesce.

a. THE Chillren of God are therefere fantfsa
fied, ihar they may be fitred for Compliznee with
this Rule. There is the Sarllificarion of the
Spiric, which is ene of the Bencfits of tha

neyy
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new Covenant, to which all God's Elcft are
appointed, 2 Thell 2. 12, Pur we are bound 1o
grve thanks wlway 10 Ged for you, breibren, be-
trved of the Lord, becaufe God tath from ibe be-
giuning ehofen you to qatvarion, ilvough funifi-
Jwation of the ppirit, and belicf of the trath,
And what elfe is this Sandtification, but the
renewing of the Tmage of God s Man, which
is proper Furpiture to fit him for the
Qervice of God, according to his revealed
Will 2 Now the ufefulnefs of 3l Powers,
whether matural or fupernaruial in the Crea-
ture, is in the applying ot them to the defign
of them, and rhar is by rheir alkizg repelar
ly. So that the end ot Sanétilicarion would
be loft it there were not a Rule o divett it
in irs excrcifes.

5. THOUGH Sanifification difpofe theo 1o
comply wuil i, 3er it tr nor icfell the Rule,
They err who confound the Principle and the
Rule,and make them the {ime, whereas they
are two diltinft things, It is ore thing ro be
ficred for Work, and another ro be direfted
in the Profecution of ir. They theretore
who fay, thar rhere is no need ot 2 Law or
Rule to be given to a Believer, hecaule his
Grace i:felt will be a {uiticient Rule to him,
de greatly err.  Dewid was of anarher mind,
elfe he would not have prayed, as, Pfal 119.
18, 23, £,

6. THIS Ru'e is not mnde known 1o cvery
one, by tmmedrate (nfpirarton, bat is laid down
in the Gefpel. It is true the Spiit ot God,
atting in and with the means, giverh Numi-
nation, by which we difeern rhe fpirirual
Mind of this Rule. For, 1 Cor 2. 14, Bar the
narural man recervab not the things of the Spi-
rit of God, for they are foolifbnjs anto bim :
neither cap be know rhem, becanfe they are fpi-
ritually difcerned, Bur the Rule itlelt is
laid down inthe Gofpel, and is there 1o be
fought. And we are adviled to fearch for
ir, Hom. 12. 2, Aad be nor conformed 1o this
world : bat be ye transformed by be renewing
of your mind, 1hat ye may prove whar is shat
goed, and acceprable, and perfeit will of God,
And for this are the Scriprures recommend.
ed, 2 Tim- 3. 16, 17 Al jeripture is given by
infpiration of Ged, and is profirabic for doftrive,
Jor reproof, for corretfion in righieoufnefs: That
the man of God may be perfeit, thircusghly jurnifb-
ed urie a'l good werks,

7. AT is the moral Low which is veinforced in
the Gofpel, as a Rule Jor the Children of God to
order their Lives by, Not to mention how
much this is inculeated in the Od Teftament,
which were fufficient.  He thatis copverfant
in the Whirings of the New Teftament fhall
ind it in every Article or Precept thereof,
urged and prefled upon the Children of Ged,
as is manifeft in the Hortaiory pares of the
Epiftles: Yea, whar need had cur Saviour ro
have vindicated the moral Law from the
falfe gloffes and ahufive lytetpretation of the
Scribes and Pharifees, as he doth,in Mar.s.£%.
if it had not heen of ufe in Gofpel times asa

Rule, and thercfore oughy to be rightly na-
derltoed ?

8. THE Laty is boly, jufd and good, apid fi A~
depted 1o regulare therr Rived af becosres Men,
Grace doth not make rhem ceafe 10 bs Men,
and foto oWe to God 2 Service asMen 5 and 0
this the Law was fuired at firlt, and continnes
to be {o, notwithiftanding Man’s §in.  Henzé
thar encomium, Rom. 713, Wherefere the laid
is boly, and the commandment boly, and juft, an
good. |

(V) I ts fuired to direll Nan bow 10 pleafe
God, becaufe is is boly. It is theretore calle
bis accepiable Will, Rom. 12, 2, Holinefs ind
Creature, is preperly a fiparation 1o the Set-
vice and Glory of God, and the Law is fuch,
becauie it tells us how we may live & pleafe
him, 1 Thef 4. 1.

(2 ) IT 15 firred 1o teach wr bow 10 capr
right sowerds Man, for it is jaft.  And it é
fa:d 10 be fo, with refpet to the Duiies of
the Second Table, when vfed diftriborively
with Holinefs. And rhere is nothing where-
in we can have to do with Men, byt 1t gives
order abour in the belt manrer, to the very
convittion of Men’s Reafon a- d Confciences.

(3) AT &5 fuited 10 fhew Men bote beft 10 pro=
Sit themfetves, for it 3 good.  Hence that, Mic.
6.8, It is the beft Rule to direft Men in their
Carriage, fras ro comply with righc Reafon 4
asmight be inttanced in particular, And all
thel three arc purt rogether, Tir 4. tz.
Traching us, thar denying wngedlinéfs €5 worldle
lafis. we fhould live fuberly, rightconfly, & godly
inibis prefenr world.

9. HENCE a5 e Rule, it is every may fervin
ceable 10 1be Perple of God.  As a Covenant
they have reaton to dread ir, for they cannot
ftand by ir, Pful- 143. 2, Buras aRuole, they
cannot do withour jt.  And there are thefe
thirgs more efpecially, wherein they have
conftasc ule of it

(1) TO inllrutt them in the way of Sobriety,
Ryg téeufncfs, and Holinefs, Under thefe 1s
comprehended all moral Duty. And we ob-
ferved but now, that all thefe are the teache
ingsof the Gofpel, in i, 2. 11, 12. A Man
casmot {ive asa Chriltian ought without thefg
Rules, And they all belong tothe moral Law,
And that Heathen have refentmenrs thercof,
is plain frem the relicksof it in them.

(2.} TO difeover 1o ihem the Wiles of Sin and
Satan. The deceitfulnefs of Sinin us, and
the cunnirg ot Saran our grand Adverfasy are
always offering 1o trapan us into fome Sinor
other,  And we are mor 10 be ignorant of their
cunning, 2Cor,2 11+ Now the way to deteflt
them, and {o to clcape the fallacy of thetr,
is to bring them to this Law. So weare di-
refted, I/, 8. 12, And rhe Plalmitt ackoow-
fedgeth, Plal. 19, vy. Moreover by themis thy
Jorvadi werned : and in Eeeping of them there
is great rewerd,

(3.) TO prove their Afiors by, in refpeld of
the Matter f thew,  As to the gracious and
aceeprable manver ol performing them, ths
moral Law doth not of it felf inform fallen
Man about that, but it purely belongs to the
Gofpcl Revelation, but a5 10 the Marrg 0;
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Dury and 8in; this belongs to the Law to
make difcovery of to us; and thav not only
to direft us how to chufe our Adtions aright,
as Ffal 119,105, but alfo to prove them,and
judge of them. And by bringing our felves
to that, we may jadge on this account : Ac
cording to the torecited,Rom. 3. 20.

(4-) TO convince them of ihe imperfellion and
infuffciency of their own R ghiconfnefs for their
Fuftificarion,” The Law muft jult fy us, it we
be juftificd, i.e.ic mull have nothing to charge
us wirhal. We muft therefore have a Righ-
teoulnels to offer, thatis commenfurate with
ir. Bugibe Law itfelf will cell us, that this
cannot be cut own petfonal. By this David
was brought to that acknowledgement, Pial.
130. 3. I} thow, Lord, Mealdeft mark titquities
O Lord, wha fall fand ¢ And the Apoltie
plumply aflerts, in Rom. 3. 20, Thercfore by
the deeds of the law, there flall no A.jh be julti
Jeed 17 bis fight,

(5.) TO belp forward their dutly Repentance.
Repentance belongs to the exercife of Santti-
fication, and is to be purfued by Belicvers, as
long as they live. In it we are to mourn for
Sin, fly from ir, and feek the Pasdon of ir;
and this is to be done every day, Muz. 6, 12,
Now the grourd of this, is irom the remain-
ing Sia thar molefts us, And how fhall we
find Matter for i, but from the Law, which
will ever offet us Ground foric?

(5 TO belp us rightly to carry it under 1he
Fudgments of God thet we are vifiied wubal,
Thefe Judgments are God’s Correttions, and
they are for Sin, PfaZ 39.11. And the Chil-
dren of God are ofren under fuch Chattife-
ments, and it becomes them to be patient
under, and receive inftru&ion by them. And
how fhall they ger & mainrain fuch a frame,
but by juftifying God, and raking blame ro
them{tlves.  And this muft be, by comparing
themielves with the holy Law, which will
fhew them their Tranfgreflions.

(7.) TO makeChrift more precicus vo them, Juis
a Charafter of a true Believer, 1Pet. 2.7. Un-
10 you therefore which believe, be is precious.
And hence that which ferveth to enhavnce
his Worth, is to confider and affet our {elves
with the greac Kindrefs of his tous 5 and
nothing will more difcover it to us than the
Law, by which we difcover what Sin had
made us, and what had become of us, but
for him. Hence that, Lok, 7. a7, ®herefore
1 fay unto thee, her fins wbich are many are for-
given, for foe bved much : but to wham Jitle
15 forgiven, the fame loverh little.

8. AS roihsfe wha are arrived at the King-
dom of Glery, let meonly make thefe three
Rematks,

1. THAT #his Law, is no longer a Rale of
[pecial Government to them, It was adapred
as fuch, for God’s People, as long as they are
in the Way, and will be made ufe of in the
Great Judgmeunt that is coming, beirg with-
out doubt one of the Books which is thex 10 be
iaid open, Rev, 20. 12, Itis their Probation
time now, and by their Obsdignce to God’s
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Law, they are to approve their Fidelity to
him : Bur when they go 1o Heaven,they pafs
to receive rheir Rewards, which we are aflur-
ed will be according as they have carsied
themielves in this Life, 2 Cor. 5. 10.

2, IT will be a Rule for them 10 jadge of rheir
Ferfeition by, Such is the {tate of the Glori-
fied, Hence thar; Heb, 12. 28, Wherefore we
recetving a kingdom which cannot be moved, let
us have grace wherehy we may ferve God accep-
rebly with reverence and godly fewr. Now 3
ftate of Perfeftivn re'erring to Man confilts
in his complear conformity to the Rule of
Perfettion which was given him; a defeft
wherein, was bis Imperfettion in this Life.
Now rherefore thall all Sin be done away,
and Holinefs compleated, and by knowingthe
breadch of the Law, and the entire 2ffinzula-
tien of all their Powers to it, they will be
fatisfied.

3. PROBABLYT it will influence their Eapraxy,
So far as 15 confiflent with their flaze of Glory,
We have bur darkapprehenfions ot that Srare
at prefent. However,to love God.and leve his
Neighbour,were fuited roMaa’sNarure,which
tho’ perfetted, yer will not be changed into
another : And tho’ fome Duties will ceafe, be-
caufe they will then be like the Angels; vet
their Love wiil be perfefted, ard thar will
he in the perfettion of rhe Grace which was
here begun, and fhall at upon the fame Ob-
je&ls, tho’ in another and more glorious man-
ner,

U s &. LETthefe Confiderations ferve to fli-
maulate us to love, price, fludy, and praflice the
Law of Ged,  Lert every one that wonld ap-
prove him{elf to be a Chrifltian indeed, en-
deavour ro be able to {ay with Devid, Plal,
119 97. Obow love [ thy lew ! it is my medi-
tarion all the dsy,  Let our Love make us de-
light to be always conver{ant with and con-
templatingnf it. And ler our Contemplation
lead us tomore conttant endeavours te conform
our Life and Converfation to the Precepts of
ir, and avoiding of wharfoever is contrary to
ir. Ocly that our Obedience may be accep-
table to God, and profirable forus, ler us res
nounce Reliance en our own ftrepgeh & wor-
thinefs, and feek a'l cur Help from Chrift by
Faith in him ; ard refclve all our Hope into
him, both to have our Imperfettions covered,
and Sincerity rewarded : So {hall we have
great Peace in keeping the Law.
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III.T HAT by giving bim 1his Rule, Ged did
reveal to Man what was bis Duty.
For the clearing of this two Inquiries may be
made, viz. 1. dfrer vhat Marner God revealed
thrs Law 10 Man ar firfi? 2. How far tbic
Low comprized n it Mar's Dity, or the whole
Rale of bis Obedience 2

1. AFTER



