SERMON CXLVIIL
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Lebtures npon the

Queft. XL

except we are acquoainted wich thar,we (hall
be ar 3 Lofs ro know whar 15 Man’s Duty,not
fhall we 1ighely underftand whar is the Mi-
fery that he is under by the Apeltacy. There
are thiee Propofitions lying betare us, the
clearing up whereof will give us lighr inta
this Aftairs viz. 1 That Ged did ar firfl pive
to Mar a Rule for bis Obedicnce. 2. Thacibis
Rufe wwas the Moral Law. 3. Thar by giveng
bim ihis Rule, be did reveal to bim, whar was
bes Daty.

L THAT Ged did ar firfl give to Menra Rute
For bix Obedience.
God s Hand by Crearing, bhur bhe had 2 Di-
reltory afforded him, which poirred him how
he was 1o live aud pleaie G:d.  That Man
had fuch a Law given him frem rhe firlt will
appear,becauds Man could oot have otherwifs
ferved ro rhe end of his Creacion.  So that
both the Wildom of God, the Nature of Man,
and the End he was madc tor,requite ic. And
thiswill he more diftindtly ev denc by the
following Conclufions,

1 THAT Man wae made to plorify God
Acively. God made all rhings for his own
Gloiy, Prev. 16, 4. Fur he muft needsbe bis
own latt Eud. in all bis Works of Efficiency.
As all proceeded iromm him, fo all muft re-
turn to hitm again, Romua, 38 Far of bim, and
thrciag bim, and 1o b are all ihings. Buat all
thirgs were not alike capablc of paying him
this Tribute, by teafon of the diverfe Narures
gnd Powets putinto chem. Some things there-
fore could only paffively glotity him, being
myrrouts of his Perfetions, in which they
wereto be read,Plalro, 1, 2. The beaqvensdeclire
ahe glory of God + and the frmament heweth bis
bandy work, Day urto day attereth fpeceh, amd
#ight #nto pight fheweth kavweledge.”  But hav-
ing pluced Man in a fuperiour otder of Being,
he expetted of bim an aftive Seivice. Hence
that, 1{ai. 43, 21, This people bave I formed jor
my feif, they foall foew jorth my prasfe.  Plal.
145, 10,

2, THAT Man might glorify Gad allively, be
was 1o dot as a Caufe by Counfel.  1uis certain,
that Gud can be actively glorified,by no other
but 2 Reafonable Creature, which having 2a
{Fnderitaading ro judge, 2:d a Will tochufe
of refufe,doch deliberately & volantarily give
uite bim the Glory thacis due to him 'y and
corfzquently, in no other Ations dorh he fo
glorify him, bot {ueh as proceed from this

Frinciple. PNal. 47. 7. For God ix the king of

all the earih. fing ye praifes with undesFanding,

3. THAT Maz asa Canfe by Coanfel then on-
Iy plorifics God, when be conforms bimfeif to bis
Wi, It is not Man’smeerly ufing of his [n-
derltanding and Will as a Keafonable Crua-
tote, that brings Glory toGod attively. Nay,
becaufe thele are depraved by Sin fince the
Fall, he too often dithonotrs God by fo deing.
It is only by a free and willing complying
with God’s revealed Will, thar we can honour
him. t Pet. 4. 2. That be fbould no longer e
the reft of bir time in tbe flefh, 10 the lufls of men,
bt 12 the will of God,

Man no tooner caic our of

4 THAT be map fo conform, it is neceffary
that be kavwo this (Viliaf Ged. 1t is e, ail
freord Beingsdo in all their Operatioas, ful-
fil the Will or Pleafure of God. Bue for
paflive Qbedience, itis nor ncceflary thatthey
know it, buc it fufficerh, that God know his
own purpofe concerning them, and governs
thethi by a Law which be bath in his Decree
laid our to himfelf, under the powerful
influence wheteot he holds them; nor can they
goan hars breadibbefides ir. Eph. 1. 11, But
the cafle 15 otherwile in refpet of Man, s 10
his aftive eontormity. It is nor fufficient that
he doth the thing thar God wills, buc he muft
do it upon choice, and as it is Gods Will,
thac he may therein pleui'e him 3 which it
is impollible for him ro do, exgepr he be a¢-
Guainted withie. And therefore the wapt of
this Knowledge, is inevitably deftruttive 1o
Mau, Holl 4. 6, My people are deffreyed for
lick of wifien,

3+ TUAT be may fo know it, be mufl bave &
Rale grven bim by which be may difeaver it, The
Obligation lying on Man o conform 1o God's
Will,neceflarily fuppoferh,thac there isright
and wrong, and thar the Man may as well
mils as go right.  Now rhere ezn be no athep
way for him dcliberately to take the righr,
and avoid the wrong, but by having 2 Kule
before him, according to which, to make 2
Judgment of things ; forit is of the nature
of a Rule to pur a difference between that
which is Rrair, and that which is ecroouked.
Hence thar, Mich: 6. 8, He barb fheroed rhee,
O mar, what iy good 5 and whap deth the Lovd ye-
guire of ithee, bt to dabjkﬂfy, and 1o love mercy,
and to walk bambly wih rly God 2

& MENCE if Mun bad been any time withour
this Rulr, be tud been fo long at a lofs about bis
Duty. For withuoue this, he could not have
known how 1o 1ake one righe flep in purfuit
of his great Eud: He would therefure have
been wirthaot one main parc of his Furnitore
for the Service he was made for, and God
would fo long unavoidahbly have lolt his
Glory by him, as he was a Man; which was
altogesher inconliftent wich the Divine Wit
dom,

2. IT was of infaite Concernmenr, that Man
Pould praflice 1bis Conformity, becoufe bis tiipe
pacfs or Mifery were to turit upen ir.  Befides

‘the common Government of God, under which

Man was placed equally with other Creatnres,
there was a fpecial Government, in which
only intelligent Beings were concerned, in
which God wanld lead them to an Everlafting
ftate of Happinels or Mifery, which was 1o
terminate according to his Carriage in refpelt
to the rule of Obedience given him,with thefe
Sanétions. Becaufe therelore Man was made
to be under this Government, he had therule
of conformity to the Law of ir, given him is
foon as he was made, ¢lie the Sanétions of
it could not have taken hold of him.

1L FHAT 1his Rule was the Moral Lawe. For
a more diftinét laying of this open, wetmay

Inguire, 1, What we are to waderfland % rb?
oFi
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Meral baw 2 2 Whether olf Mankind ave un
der he opligarion of Chedierce to thic Law €
2. Whether the Full da et 1ake off this Qbiyge-
sion, or it comtiases jhil ¢ 4. Xo whae Ufi sbe
HMorat Law is il jerviceable 1o falien Man 2

1. WHAL we are o ;md.rrﬁrmd by the Aloral
Law ¢ o

anaf. Vihall not bere inquire into the Parts
of ir, which will afrerwards come ro be con-
fidered ot Buroaly coafideric as diltifl trom
all other Laws wharfoever, Which may be
Yaid apen i chis Deferiprion 3 The moral 1w
ica Dwvine Unchargihe Raie grven to Man,and
accommdaied 1o biy Natare, o5 ‘l'f. was created
by Ged, obiigirg bews 2o ferveto God's Glry us
bis loit Ead. In the epeaing of which Del
gription, we may oblerve, hoth whercan ir
agrees with, and wherein it differs frem o/l other
Leaws ¢ To make way to whica, we may take
notice, that there are other Laws, bk - Die
wvine and Famane » The Lirvine are generally
dittinguithed inio Ceremonral, Fadicial, 7 Meo-
gl Hamane Lews, are fuch Qrd-rances as ore
given by Mon, who ave v ihar banits @ Legifl -
give Fewr. 1 hall ot tear of chefe iv par-
ticular, buat take norice of them, ia laying
open this one.  Here then we muy obferve
thefe things in the Defeription g ves,

1. IT ¢ Rule. And berein it acarees with
all Laws whatlaever. For the very end of
a Law, is to regalare Me v and Things.  And
what is that which fo doth, ether thas a
Rule ? There areswo Drinciple Ufes of a Rule,
Yol wherset belong to this Law, vz s
dircit us in cur Alfions, by thewing what 's
righr, and what is wrong, O whigaacc unt
Dowid gives it thar commendacdon, Phil 119,
105, Thy word 15 @ lamp wnig zy ‘j‘(c_'z, ani @
Bght unio my path. And io muke Jigal of our

Hions by, that we may kenw wierber we
have done well or 11l. And there ore tharis
declared of the Werd of God, Hohs 12 For
the word of God is quick, and pooceriul, ant
Soarper then any two vdg o fuerd, prerereg even
to 1he dividing ofeader of foat and [preid, and of
the join e and marrcw, end isadifoerneraf the
theughts and inients of ihe bearr. And tor loth
of thefe, the moral Law is abuadantly fur-
nithed, in thac it reachech 1o all the Alkions
of Hearg, Torgue and Hand,  And for rhat
reafon it hath that tide of Perfeifion given
ic, Pral 19, 7.

’z.ffr i Divine Rule + ioe. it proceeds
From God as the Author of ir, and it derives
from no other Original.  For which retfon
he barh the Atcribute of Lawgiver afligned
to Irim, as his Prerogitive, /fu. 22, 22, And
limited to him, Yam. 4. 12, There is one low
giver, who is abie to fave, and 1o deflroy  Ard
hencs thole Epethers mutt ncceﬁmiy_helo g
to it, Rom. 5. vz. Whercfore the faw is baly,
and the commandrient boly, and jufl, and gocf,
It could nor ¢lfe be agreable to the Naruie
of him from whom it proceedeth.  And here-
in it agrees with the ceremonial and judicial
Laws, which praceeded from him alone, and
are therefore tamped with his Authoriry, {

ﬁﬂ'm{r/
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am thz Lerd,  And herein brdi%es from ’u

mane Laws, whicy have rheir Auther
mediately from Men,  Itis true, as CiFil
Powers are authorized by God, {yihere 's 2
Submiffion dus to them and theiy Crdinarzes,
Jor Conjeicnce fake, Rom, 13, 5. 1 e. hoaufs
tie ackaowlvdge Gol's duilority inibese: ¥or
Confcicice is truly fubjelt unte none bur
God. And hure we ma@diftingaifb of Humane
Lows = Some are nithing clfe pur the Lacs of
Gad, or moral Datics, reunforced wib a Ciorl
Saaition added t0 ihem.  Thefle, Men owe -
bediesce 1o Confcienciovfly, becaufe they
are indeed God’s Laws 5 and for the Tame
reafon we ought to fubmit o the Ciyll Sa-&i-
ansof them fofaras they ugree with thieWord
of God, becanfe hereinthey are properly the
Miciftess of God : Butif theirSinétivnsonido
moral Equity, though there isa pafive Sub-
je€tion due, yer weare not in Conlcience ob-
liged 1o approve them, becaufeGed doth nos,
Someare Fradentiols, concerning things in ihe -
Jrives indifferens s whichare ftinted & Himired,
withHumane §108tions added for the common
benefit ot the Subieét : Thefe, fo far as they
are expedient ard convenient, apree with the
ge:etal Kules of the Law of God, a0d ought
tor thar reatsn ro be complied withal, Bat
they add nonew Obligationon theConfcience,
as they preceed rrom Men, nor dotli the meer
neglelt of riefe Laws amount to Sin, excepe
Cen emone be added to i, Neither yer, cin
the Oul girion on Conicicice 1o oley them,
a< they are for the common Gecd abide, any
Ionger than the reafor of them doih, (tlers
are wickid Lawsy and there are many fuch
thar proceed trom humare Lawgivers, Pial,
94. ¢ Shull the thrane of iniguicy bave felioe
hip widl thee, which frameth mifelief by a low 2
N.w we are fo far trom beis g bound to pay
adbve Ohedie ¢e to fuch Laws, that we {hall
firapandl God 3t we (o do: And hence, when
called we are to refufe i, and run the greur-
elt luzands, Sorhev, Doz 2,16, 17, And
the Apoliles in that Prehibition, dif4.19, 20,
and § 20

r T4 an Unibangeable Ru'le. And lierein

d fers boath trom coremonialijudicial Laws,
which were £ a fharter dace. © They were
burremmporaiy, & were to have an end Thore
were Sacrames s v ebe fare ot Tinacerco g
but "hey foon ceated. There weremany pofi-
tive Laws given afrer the Apeltafy ; and a-
lengeh there wasa Bady oF them given o the
Crtueh of Jfrae/: butas thefe were of alaver
Oviginal, not ben g frem tke begionicg, fo
they wgre 1o cxpire, when the ftare of the
Chu ch to which they were fuived, was ro
come tnan cud, Heb 2, 6, ¢ Ard he telle
us, Chap 7.2, Forihe Priefiboad oing (hamg-

ed, tlicre 15 male of vecofficy o change of the jare.
Whereas the moral Law took plicz o5 foen
a2« Van was made, and continues 1o the e,
with ur any alteration. The fame 1har it
was, when given to Adem in Inrcering, the
frme io was when rencwed on Maounr £

aud is (il the {me in the davs of (.
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3. It is an unchangeable Rule. And herein it differs both from the ceremonial and judicial laws, which were of a shorter date. They were but temporary, and were to have an end. There were sacraments in the state of Innocence; but they were soon ceased. There were many positive laws given after the Apostasy; and at length there was a body of them given to the Church of Israel: but as these were of a later original, not being from the beginning, so they were to expire, when the state of the Church to which they were suited, was to come to an end, Heb. 9.9, etc. And he tells us, chap. 7.12, For the Priesthood being changed, there is made of necessity a change of the law. Whereas the moral Law took place as soon as Man was made, and continues to the end, alteration. The same that it was, when given to Adam in [his] integrity, the same it was when renewed on Mount Sinai, and is still the same in the days of the Gospel.
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pel.  Henee thit in, Plal: 119, 152, Concern-
ing thy teflimonies, 1 bave known of old, that
thos baft founded them for e er.  And Chrift
alfures us, in Mact. 5. 18, Forverily 1 fay anio
you, Ttl beaven and earzh pufs, ane jote or one
zigtle fhall in no wife pajs from the law, it all
be fulfilled.

4. IT wus a Ruele given 1o Man. Thereate
two forts of Creatures, that come vider the
fpecial Government of God, Angets and Men,
both of which were usder a Law or Kule of
attive Obedience. But tho’ we may {uppoie
this Rule 1o agree to both in the muin Arti-
cles ob iryer there was neeefTurily adifference
between thar given to ope and the othier in
many Points, becaule of their diffeient Na-
tures. Angels were Spirits purely, but Men
were imbedied Spirits, and not only their
Souls, but Brdies too, were under the diretti-
on and government of rhar Law, 1 Corb.20.
For y ure Lought witha price : aberefore gloriy
God'in year body, and in yewr fpirit, which are
God's. “God did not treat with them jointly,
but feparately, Hence thar, Jub 28 29, And
wnto man be faid, Bebold, the fear of the Lord,
that is wifdom, and 1o depart from evil is wnder-
fland.mg.

5. AT wos accommodaied to Man's Nuture,as
ereated by God. How faric is diflonant 1o
Man’s Nature as depraved by Sin, isanother
marter © But confider bim in his primirive
Srate, and it was every way fuired for him.
Aud for this reafon itis {aid o be Good, Mich.
6.8. And indeed, it could not have been a
right Rule if it had not been fuch.  IFit had
been ahove his Wature, he could not have
seached it ; and it it had been helow ir, he
could not have becn made happy by confor
mity toir. Now there aretwo things, where-
in tiais Tuitablencfs of it appears,

(r.) 1T wes adepred 1o 1he Powers that were
pur nto him, apd conferred upon i, He had
an Underltanding, Will, Afteltions, and cheie
were turnifhed with the lmage of God, or a
moral refitude, confilting in Knowledge,
Righteonfnels, and Holirels, Now thefe
{in&tified Powers in him, could nor bur ap-
prove, chufe, and love theLaw, Thar fallea
Man in his natural ftate doth not {o,is becaufe
he hath loft thar reétitude which wasan his
Faculties, and they are become depraved :
Burt Godly Men, fo far as they are renewed,
have it reftored 1o them again, Plal, 115,123,
20 97. Therefore I efleem all thy precepts eon
cerning all thinzs 1o be right 5 and bare every
falfe way. 1 bave dofen the way of trath : 1hy
julgments have 1lird b jore me. O bow Iove L1hy
Jaw ! ir iz my mediration all the day. Yed, the
very relicks of the Law in the Confciences of
Men, doacknowledge the equiry of this Law,
and how unreafonable it is to break them.
Rem 1. 22.and 2- 14

(2.) IT is a fuitabic Medium 1o hisgreat End
Man was made for an End, viz. to glorify
God ; and in fuhordination therero, to feek
ard ohrain Blefled-efs. Now wheic there is
an End propounded, there mult be g way to

ohtain it ; and that which dire€ts to this~
way, is the Rule 5 and when itis a proper "‘
way to if, it is then accommodared 1o the
Dehgn.  Such was the morat Law.  And for
this reafon ir is called the moral Law, becaufe
ir is futed for the reguliring of Man in oll the
Aetions of bhis Willy batl Bhicite and lmperate,
And by his Obedience ro ir, he fhould have
auzined Everlalting Felicity, Fuwr 235, Man
had a natural craving atter Happinefs,and this
was 2 way to have brought him roir, Hertin
alfo ir differs from the ceremenial and judi-
cial Laws., The ftormer was anly accomme-
dated for fallen Man, while he was in ex-
pectation of a Redeemer to come, 1o help his
Faith in the mean while: The orher was
enly adapred to the prefent ftate of the Fewifh
Church during their Minority,

AT birged Man, 1o ferve 101he Glory of
God as bis laft End. This was the proper B d
ot the moral Law. We havealready obferv-
ed, that Man was ro glorify God aét vely,for
which he mult bave a Rule, elfe he will be
ever at ¢ lofs. Nowas the whole Man is to
be confecrated to this Gloritying of Ged, and
that in all our Life, and cvcry\j\t’ri.)n of 1,
1 Cer. 10, 30. So the moral Law is as laige,
to comprehend the whole of this, 1tis De-
vid’s Oblervation, Plal. 119- 98, I bave feen
an end of all perfedion : but thy commandment
# excealding broad, It tells us how we {hall
order our Thoughts, cur Words, and our
A&tions. It points tothe Macter, Manner,and
End of our Dury, Irregulates us inour Car-
riages towards God, and towards M en: Gives
us Rules how ro macage our felves in every
Relation that Providence {eis us in.  So that
we need nat be ata lofs av any time, nay
thing that we are concerned in,

o. WHETHER afl Mankind cre under the
Obirgation of Ohedience to this Law ¢

Arf THIS may be briefly refolved ina few
Particulars,

1. THE Law is to be confid vrd  either as it
is a Covenane, or onty &« Rule, Thisdiftinétion
mult be allowed, or elle we fhall not be able
to reconcile many Texts in Scripture. Now
the Law is then conlidered as a Covenanr,
whien we look upon it as delivered wih
Sanltions, by vertue whercof ic becamz the
Foundatien of relarive Jultice, in which God
would procesd with Man in the Admi. iftra-
tion of his fpecial Govesrnment : So to be un-
derlftcod, in Gal. 3. 1o, Fur as many as are of
the works of 1be law are under ibe curfe : forit
is written, Curfed is every one that comtinuedy
7 tin ol things written in ihe beok of ihe faw
1o do them, Whereas, feperate trom the con-
fideration of thofe San&tions, it contains in
it all thofe Preceprs,which are to direft Man
in his Lite and Converfation, and fo is lrok'd
ononly as a Rule. And fo ir is frequemly
ufed in the Pfalms, '

2 THAT Man is to be confilered, ciiher ar
before, or fince the Fall. There is avalt diffe-
reace between the ftare of Integrity, and the
ftate of Apeltafy. Man’s primitive flate,was

g
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a ftace of Pertettion, Ecel, 7. 29, God made
mant wprighy,  There was a moral refticudein
all his Powers. He wasanlrftrument iy Tune.
But by the Fally be hath toft thofe moral
Principles which were in him by vertue of
the Sanétification of hisNacure, and is become
winily corrapr, Rom. 2. 1z,

3. MAN fince the Fall is to be confrdrred,
ei borin by nainral, or bis regenerare lue. AS
l=ng as be abides in his nawral ftare, be is
wader the reigning powerof Sin, and an urter
impotency to that which is truly good :
Whereas there is another betrer Rare intro-
duced by Chrith, and wronght by the Spisit
of God in Regeneration, inta which Menare
brought by the Grace of Godv And the Con-
dition of fallen Man is wonderfully alrered
hereby., Asapoears from Eph 1.5, 8. Now
we are to refolve the Cafe before ys with a
due refpefl 1o thefe things. Here then,

(1.) THAT Men inbis fluse of lnregriry was
nnder ihe Lew as & Covenany,which comprebend-
ed all Mankend; 1t is certain, thar wien God
gave the Law ro Man ac tirlt in Paradife, he
gave it with its Sunltions, he annexed to it
both tise Promifes and Threatnings, whereby
it hecame-a proper Inftrument of Government,
The Threatning is expreft in Gen. 2. 17, In
the day thou eat ¥ thereof, thou fpail furely die,
And the Promiie is 10 be pathered trom o
ther Places in the Word of Ged 5 according
to that, Koem. 10.5. For Mafes deferibed the
rightroufiefs which ts of the law, that the man
wohichdorh 1h feeivings, fhaii live by them.  Now
that this Covenant was plighred with ddam,
rot 2s 2 privare, but a pubi-ck Per{on, repre-
fenring allMankind thar were toderive from
him is evident, and hach formerly been made
mood, when we were on that Sabjett ; and is
plain from; Rom. 5. 2. Wherefore as by one
man fin carved into the world, and dvath by fin -
and fo deaib paficd wpon all men, for that all
bave finrmed, o ‘ _

(2) THAT Manin bis natural Eftare ab:d-n
suder the Law as a Covenany. This is plain
from the forecired, Ga/. 2. yo.- For how eliz
fh uld the Curfe of the Law rake hold of
him ? TheLawas a Rule faith,this thou fhale
doand this thoufhalt not do, And as a Cove-
nant it faich, i thown do fo, thou fhalr live,
it otherwifz thou thalt die. And leoce the
natural Man hath no other Rule to iy his
title to Life or Dearh bur this.  His Duty of
Obedience ahides, and he is {till liable 1o Pe-
nalty for detett in ir. . )

(3,) THAT regenerate Man is under a New
Covenant, in which the Law flil] abides as 2 Rule.
It istrue, hz being under the Covenant of
Grace, is no longer under the Law as a Cove-
nant : Which is evident, from Kom, 6. 14.
For fin fhall not bave domintion over you = for ye
are not ander the law but wnder grace.  Bur
that the Law {till abides to him a Rule of
his Life isevideat, becauf® it is reinforced in
the Gofpel, and put into the Articles of this
Covenant, which makes Sanétification one of
the Benefits of Chrilt’s Redsroprion, and en-

Jovos us Holinets aid Righreou(hets. Accords
ing to Tit 2.1, 12, Fir the grate of Gad that
bringeth faltaticn, barh eppesred 1o all wery
Traching us, thar deaying angediingfs & worldiy
lafls, we [Fould 1o foberly, rightecuffy and podiy
i this prefenr werdd,  And is inforeed Irofn
Evangelical Confiderations, 1 Coré, 20, And
on this account it is called, both a7 oid and &
new Cozmaniient, 1 Joh, 2.8, 4,

3. WikTiiER the Fall bath not tafen i
thiz Qb/ization, or it abides flili on fallen Man 2

dnf. THIS might be refolved from what
hath been already faid : Bur to prevent
Miltakes let me bere add,

. THAT the Foil bath mot taken ff from
Man, the Obligation 10 Opedience ra the 4 awe, a8
a Rale.  This abides, and wil) fa do, as long
as Man abides nnder the Ipecial Government
of God :  As willappear from thefe Res oz,

(1) BECAUSE 1f¢ Law mas 1le Rie of
Relative Fuitice in thar Government. AsMan
owed himlelf tothe Service of God, b God
gave him this Law to dire&t him in that Ser-
vice; and be cannot difcharge himfelf from
this Duty.  Manisby the Falla Rebel aganfk
bis lawtul Soversign'; bue the Hebel owes
Daty and Allegiance notwithftandisg ; and it
is his Faulr thac he denfes it, Thar there-
fore is a Trurh always, Job. 28. 28. Ans anio
man he fuid, Bebold, the fear of the Lopd, thar &5
wifdom.and to depart from evel,is underfluniiing.

(2.) BECAUSE the Law iz felf #s an Unehag
geable Rule, - Tt was not a teopoerary [hipen-
fation, as the ceremonial and judicial were,
but ftanding 5 it was never to be aliered, And
hence, whatfoever change the Man pafferh
under, that {till abides: As hach beey alrea-
dy made cvidenr,

(3.) BECAUSE tbe Law % properly fuited
forihe giorifying of God, by the Reafonable Creg-

God did not aonly in Sovercfgmy, but

ture.
Wifdom too, give the Law ar fi.(f, It was
And for that reg-

adapted to Man’s Narure.
fon it is called by Divines the Luz of Natyre
as will hereafrer be obferved, Fop which
reafon the nateral Confcience Tubfcribes tg
the Equiry and Gocdnefs of i,

2. THOUGH the Apoftafy bath not difcharged
Man from ehe Law a5 a Covemant, yer te are
warily 1o 1ake it up.  Many are mittaken in
their relentments of this, and it is nor g lit-
tte hurtful to them. Here tiren, ler two
thinrgs be obferved,

(v.) THAT ibe Full baih wttcrly cur Mar
off from ever obiaining Life by rie Low, as a
Covcmams.  There was a Promife of Life in
that Covenant made to perfect Obedienceard
1o Man ac firft food 2s a Probarioner for Lifa
by it : Bur that is ureerly ceafed. Thar Co-
vepant ftill faith, thar i Man had 1o obeyed,
he fhould have lived, but becaufe he oheyed
not, bur difoheyed, it hath brotight himunder
the other San€tion, which holds kim faft and
ftands in the way to hinder chis Life. Socthar
they err, who think, that if fallen Man could
now perform perfet Obedience ro the moral
Law, he thould Ii\ie,ﬂ Izi)rdtho’ he canner,apd

i
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fo it is a vain fuppofition, yet iF he could, he

is under Arrelt already, he is dzad in Law,

how then fhould he live 2 Hence that, Gal.

3. 21 Ir the faw then againft the promifes of ’
God 2 God forbid » for of there bad been a law L
given, which coald bave given life, verily righ-

zeonfnefs fhould bave been by 1he Lno.

(2.) HENCE the Law, as a Crvenant, bolls
ibe Sinner under the Curfr of it, and neither
can bis lpnorance nor lppotency excufe bimfrom
the Condemnarion of iz, The Law {aith,Ezek.
18. 4. The forl that finaneth, ir fhall die. Such
is every fallen Man by Notare, and in ALk
ThisSentence muft needs abide, till it hath
taken place. Hence Carnidt faivh, Mai- 5. 18,
Forverily 1 fay wmio you, Tiilbeaven &5 carth
pefs, one jote or ore titrle fhall in no wife pafs
from the faw, till all be fu’fitied.  Sin hath
wiade the man a Priloner ot Juflice, and he
muft pafs a Trialy; where il found guiley, he
mult needs dig for it. It is vain for him 1o
plead Ignorance ot the Law ; for Man was
creared with 2 perfeft Knowledge of it, and
Tolt it by his own Dcfanle,  Befides, that
thers are the remains of rhe Law on Men's
Confciences, which they eirher {title,or refift,
and imprifon the Truth in unrightcoufnefs,Rom.
1. 18. And this will leave them inexcufable.
And it will be as vain to pretend Inability 5
for tho” Maa hath lolt kis ftrengeh, and that
is a Truth cencerning every Manis his lapfed
eltare, Joth, 24, 19. dad Fofbua faid unte ke
ﬁfﬁpk, Ie cannot ferve the Lord s for be ic an

oly God : be is o jealous God, be will not for-
give your rm.r):jgrcﬂz'am nor your fins. Yer Man
by his own tolly, hath difabled himfelf, who
once was every way furnifhed for Obedience.
And it would be a ftrange way for 2 Servant
10 make up Accomprs with his Mafter, te tell
him be hath embezzel’d his Sreck.

Usz, FROM what hach been hitherto faid,
1et me only here obferve, Howmiferable Man
bath rendred bimfelf py the Apoflafy.  Did God
give the Law to Man as the Rule of his Obe-

ience, and was it the only way to keep him-
felf in God’s Favour,and obtain true Feliciry ?
Cerrainly then the Fall havh broughtusunder
unconceivable Infelicity, in that we are thus
fallen fhorr of che Glory of Ged, and have
laid our {elves apen vo his Indignation. Let
us then bemoan this our Unrhappinefs, and
refitefly {eck afrer the one Way of Delivery
which the rich Grace of God hath open'd to
s in the Golpel.
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4. O what ufe the meral Law is Rill fervi-
T ceable to fallen Man
Anf. THAT we may rake thigup aright,we
may look upon fallen Man under diverfeCon-
fiderations : in every of which there is an
anfwerable Ufefulnefs of the moral Law.
1. MAN is o be confidered, either as in s



