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QuersTion XXXIX,

EXEEH AT is the Duty that GOD ieqaires
T o 5P
:;% H/ i;f;! of Man ¢
R A¥swer
THE Duty that GOD requireth of Man,
is Obedicnce to his revealed Wikl

E have raken a Summuary Account of
b v the it part of Man's Religion, as we
arc taught it in the Seriprures, viz. Faith, or
the things which he isto believe concerning
God.  We are now to pafs aver to the Second,
Ubferv incg or Obedicace, (e difcovery where-
of coufilts, in the Duty which God requires af
Man, The Ground or Reafon of this D.ftri-
burion hath been handled in the Explication
of the Third Quelfion ; where we oblerved,
that ihe Scripinres are a complear Rale of Fuith
ard Manners. potuting us to God as rhe firft
Caufc and at End of abl rhings.  Aud becaufe
not only Knowledge aad Pradtice mult go ro-
gerhet, according ta Joh. 13, 17, If ye knew
thefe things, bappy are v if ye do them. Buc
ivis necefliry that we know God, in erder to
our right ferving of him ; hence Faith, by
which we obtain thae Knowledge, muylt be
firlt in order of Naryre.

THE Propofirion now under Confideration,
is only a general Account given of Man's
Dury, which is furrher and more diftintly
illoftrated o the Sequel. We may rheretore
here, rake o 1y a gencral Account of ir. Here
then twa Things are to be confidered, viz.
V. Tharthere is”a Duty which ati Men Sand
ebliged inunto G.d. 2. That he Things re-

gyi;{d an ibis Luiy is Obedience 1o bis revealed
b ll. |

SER MON CXLVII

L THAT there ir a Dury which all Alen fond
obltged 1w wnra God. Al Crearutes both ra-
tional and irrational, arc God’s Properry, and
owe themfelves to him; beipg tor his Glory.
But they cannot properly be 131d, to beundet
a Dury. For Dary, in the appropriate Mation
of it, 45 aw Obligarion fving oa the Crearare in
Egquity, and by ihe furce of ¢ Precept, 1o tbe do-
ing of a Thing 3 aad this, nope hur a Reafongs
ble Creature is capable of. It is therefore
calied a Reafonibie Service, Rom. vz.1. Inti-
mating thar there is a ftrong and manifeld
Reafon rzquiring it of them, and hence that
it is wnreafonable for them ro deny ir to him g
and chat they moelt ufe Keafon in deing ir,
Here two Things may be contidered, 1. Thac
Mant owed 2 Dary of Service 1o God ar firfh
2. That ke is nor dijebarged from it fince ihe
Fall.

1. That Mar ewed @ Dury of Serviee 10 Gud
at firfl.  This will be evideat if we confider,

1. THAT God made aff thinge Jor bis cwn
Glory, That all Beings ticlides God had cheir
Being from him, and thar they derive from
him, not naturally,bur volunrarily, hach been
hefore demoanfirared: According 1o, Revigrr,
Thow art worthy, O Lord, 10 recerve ghory, and
Panowr, and power 5 for thow baft creared all
things, and for thy pleafurs 1bey are, and were
ereated, Now every wiie and free Agent,pro-
pofeth ta himfelf, an end of his attings. And
as the Confideration of the Holinefs of God
affures us, thar he can have noother laft end,
in his Works of Efficiency, than his own de-
clarative Glory. 10i. 42. 8. Fasm the Lord that
is nty Nume (S my glory wiil I not give g0 anothes,
neither wy praife 1o graven images.  Sn the
Word of God alfures us, rhat hie had rhis de-
fizn in all his Works, Prov. 16, 4, The Lord
bath made all things {rr binfelf : yea, cven the

*Cue wicked
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tercked Jor the day of en!. Apd buc for this,
no lecord Being had cver been called cue of
the Aheld of Nothing. -

2, VHAT all Crearwres were made to g orify
Crod, accarding 10 i Capuciry they were endomved
withal.  That the Creaures ave ranked in
feveral Orders and Kiads of Beti g, and thete
furnithed with very diffcrent Capacities, 1s
obviouy to cvery ore thac hath apy varional
Cocfideration of them.  And hercin Gad X
prelles his manitoid Wiidom, Pial. roy. 24
O Lord, Deww manfofd wre thy works Din wifidem
hafl thw mode them all = ahe coride is Jull of thy
robee. Wow the Witdom of Gad in this va
rie y dppears, 1 bos fannang them o vhe grear
End, in the wav tor wh'ch chey were adapr-
ed Dnotheio Mutores. We e, as of he
whele frume of Creavion, fo ot cvery O der
of Being in in, that vhiey were vy god,Gen,
r. Now the Goodsels of @ Creatiie, 15 in
ity being wictol 1o the ¢od ot trs Betng For
to make ¢ thing torap end, to which it is
ivcapable of fervicy, is telly avd ner wildom,
So thar by rheeapicity of the Crearure,when
it came our ot G’ Hand by Creation, we
may ditcers, how (e-d Isto be glotificd by b,

2. THAT Mun wes made capubic of jerving
G difroery, There are two wavs in wihich

Crearures may be improved in the Service of

Ged, viz Pouely anl dffively, o the tor-
mer way God s glorified by o] fors o Be-
ings, in as mmechas toev wme Myreors in
wheeh Lis glorious Perdoétions are difplaved,
and are nicd hy him as eflromonis in bii LE
ing 1o pafg, bis Purpoles i the Weald, Qe
cordinply we 1ead, Pisl. 19, 1. The Deavens
declore the plory of God ¢ and the fomoment
Sbeweerh bis handy work.  And Pl vae 80
the bater relpe€t only rational Beings are
fitied 1o ferve bim, Adtuzl Service dore
God, is valunrary - d vpon Choige, Now
Man was turnifhed for this 1y his Creation
parly i relpsft of rhe Nrwe wiich God
gave him, viz. An Underliinding aid Will
by which he was fii ed ro know 20d coule
this Service ; and all the other Powers in
him, {ubordinated ro thele, hy which he was
fitted to purfue hisdehiberate Ciinice ; Parcly
alfo by tealin of the Image of God, waich
was concreated on Rim, by which all his Fa-
culties and Powers were fer right, being
Sanififed to the dervice of God. Lol 7.29.

& THAT God required Dusy of Man, uniler
a Fromife and Threatnizg,  OF the tormer we
arc told, Ram 1o 5. For Mofes deforibeth the
righteoufnefs whick i of the Jew, Thar the man
which doerh thean Jhall Lrve by them. OfF chie lat-
ver, Gen, 2.17. Lut of the trec ! the Anowledze
of goed LT evil, thow fhalt not eat of it = Jor in
ghe day ihat thow eateft ihereof thoy fhalt furely
die. Mow thele docvidently declare, that it
was not a miter of indifferency wherher
Moen ferved God or no. For fnch Sandbiens
carty in them, the lrongelt Obligitions thar
can be. Where Life er Death are the affured
iToes of the Mans Carriags, it declares that
it is a matcer of greatelt Confequence.

5o THAT God bad « Rigts & awiboriy vuet
Men, thas po oblige them,  Whentheretors he
bath {o done, o multoeeds amount o a Pury.
For what elfe conlticuees 2 Dy bur vhe
¢ ommand of a Suverivur given 1o a Subjelts
And it it be notuing bur whac s jolt in iviclf,
and luited 1o the Capaciry of the Subjett on
whom icis laid ¢ And fuch ischis.  God's
KRighr is frucded in his Abfolute Supremacy.
All ficond Beingsare his own, they have their
Beivg trom him, and are uphsld by him, and
owe thea (elves Intirely co him,  AIL their
Fowers are on this acconnt 1o be ar his Di-
re€tion, and accordingly employed for him,
Ffud, yeo. begin,

2, PHuT be i nor difibarged from Dary ro
God frwee the Futt,  As to Man's particolar
Qbligarion o the Law of Government given
ar Guit, vhar will be confidered atrerwards,
Bur thay e thil fra ds o Loty bowad 1o
ferve God iy Dere to be oblerved ; agpd i1 is
cnosgl to evideres it, becoule be s not dif-
charped trepy i aotwitt ffandirg vhe Apefla-
fv. Thetrurhob rhis Altvion will ftand a-
gali fhall Cavilsy becavie eitherthe Fall bofedf
mult give him this iichamge, or the rew Co-
venant mult do iy bue neiker of thefe fa
o

t. THE Falt itfc!f bath ret difcharged him. It
barh indeed deprived him of thePower having
fteipe im waked ot the Fmape of G 4, Ly
whc he was enabled o ir, Fallen Map 15
toieh wr flremgrh, Rom. 5.6, That is a Truth
coceniog cvery nararal Man, Fo, 24 100
e hacli conrrafted the Image of Sin, which
harh itled him with Averfation from, acd Fo-
wiry againft rthe Law of God, Kem 8.7, Baur
the nareral Tie, and moralOhligadian to Da-
rv. do fHiil ubide upos him for all this. He
doth noc ceafe 1o be aCrearure, and fo to owe
him{e!Cwo the Glory of bis Creator, nordoth
he ceafe 1o be 2 reafo.able Crearore, and o
o owe 1oGod a reglnnablelervice, His revelt
itlelt dorh notdiloblige him,thatcarnot make
either Gad's Right, or his Duty toceale 5 he
theie ore abides Wil onder the Kacdtion,
wich holds him under a Sentence of Death,
Mot can his imporeucy do ir, fice he was
creared with full Furniture for e, and hath
Itk it by his own Defaulr,  And that God
fhoald 1nit liis Authoriry, becaufe Man hach
calt off Biy Ahbiliry, is without Reafon.

2. NOR doth the 2w Covenunt take off the
Oblrgatron, but reinjorce it,  What altera-
tion is made in ehe ftare of 1he Dury in which
they that arc upder the New Covenant are
obliged by ir,belongs to 2n atterConfideration.
But rhar Maa is not by it freed from Doty
to Gnd, is cerrain. And indeed the Obliga-
tion icfelt is founded in Wartere, and rhere
fore cannot cealt fo lorg as the parural Or-
der of Beings abides. God moft ceafe to be
Man’'s Credror and Governour, or Man malt
ceafe ro be a Crearure and 2 Subjedt ; hefore
he can be cafranchifed trom owing Duty te
Ged,” MNay, the new Covenant doth add 2
new force to the Engagemenr, W as much as

it
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it brings in an additional Righr that God
hath ta the Service of Man, which is found-
&d in rhat Redemption which is wrought oue
by Jefus Chrift, and applied to us by his Ho-
ly Spirir. For we are vold, for what end he
sedcemed us, Tit. 2. 14, T be aright redeem
ter from all inigaity, eitd parily unto bimfelf 2
pecaliar people, zeatous of good works,  And ge-
eordingly,rhe Apoftle ufedh it as chemali for-
cible Argement to engage usto Duty, 1 Cor,
6. 19, 20. What, know ye nat ihar your body is
ihe rempte of ibe boly Ghaft whicl)y is 1m yoa,
which ye bube of God, and ye are nor your cwn
For ye are bought wih a price : iberefore glo-
rify God in your body, end in your fpiris, which
are Sod's.

. THAT the Thing required in the Duty, is
Obedicnce to bis revealed Will. We have here
a very full and comprehenfive Defeription of
Man's [ury 3 in whichi therc are two things
to he obferved, 1. The Subyett- Matees of Datyy
vit. the revealed Willof God. 2. The proper
Nature of Duty; or thar w_hercin it is to bc:
pertormed by 0s, viz, Qhedicace ra thar Will
of bis, A few words to each. .

1. THE Subjett-Matier of Daty, is God's re-
weated Will. S0 is Dury deferibed, v Per.d.
That be (houtd o longer five the refl of his time
it tbe fcfb, to the [ufls of men, bur tothe will of
God.  And this is rthat which fets theBounds
to our Dmy. Whatlvever God wills us to
do, is cur Duty, and nothing elie buor whae
he fo wills ; and the fupream Reafon why it
is our Duary, is becaufe he wills ir, Denr. 2.
32, What 1hing foever 1 command you, obferve
1o do ir« than fBalt not add ihereto, nor diminifb
from ir. The Will of God in Scriprure Lan-
guage, cometh upder a double Confideration,
jomertimes for his Wi/l willtag, fomevimes for
his Wi/ willed, 1n the tormer fenfe it is no-
thing but God himfelf, as he is apprehended
by usafter the manner 6t our analogous Con-
cention, having fuch 2 morel Faculry, asis
helt reprefented by a Will in racional and
moral Agents. In the larrer sefpett it is af-
cribed ro him metonymically, as an At or
Effeft fowing from his effential Will, and
{o we are here toanderftand ir.  And o this
Will of God Divines do uofually apply the
Dittin&ion of jecrer and revealed 5 which
Diltintion is manifeltly grounded on the
Word of God. The l2tter of which is thac
whereots Man’s Duty depends, according to
Denr. 29, 29. The feeret things beiong unto the
Lord our God y bar thofe things which are pe-
verled, belang wnin us, ond to our children for
ever, that we may do oll the words of this lara,
Mot 35 if this did conftirure rwo diverfeWills
in God, much lefs oppofite, one tn another.
For we are told, Fob. 22, 12, Bar be ir in one
mind, and who can Turn him 5 and whar bis foud
defireth, cvent thar be dorh. Bur this Will of
his is thus diverfely reprefenred ro our Con-
fiderarian according to his different Manrer
of difpenfing it in hisWorks. His fecrecWill,
i his everlafting Counfel within himfelf,
conserning all Things that comme to pafsin

Time ; and is theretore called fecrer, becaufe
nong was of Counfel with him, nor can dive
into his Purpofes 2ny turcher than he is flea-
fed to make them known, Of %hich fee,
10, 40, 13, 14, Who bath diveed ihe fpiris rf
the Lord, or being bis counfeiler bath 1eughf
him ¢ With tohosi rock Ve conitfel, apd whe th-
Bruffed bran, and taught lim inthe path of jadg-
ment, and  taught b Anowledpe, wnd fhewed
10 bim 1he way of underflanding ¢ His revealed
Wiil is nothing elfe, but the difcoviry woich be
prakes to the Urearwie of bis vun Pm‘pn 5, f3
Jar ar it bath pleafed him. And this alio comes
under a double Confideration, viz. either if
is the Manifeftation which he makes of the
Thirgs which he himfelf trom Eteriity fut-
pofed to do, which i5 done elther by nis
Word, or by his Works. By his Ward, 4 d
1o ie comprehends all thole Predittions, which
lie hath given of futnre Thirgs, which he
did extraordinarily difeover to his Prophets,
and hath recorded in the Seriprores, mapy
whereof have fince been accomplithed, and
the reft (hall cerrainly be (o in their proper
Scafon. By his Works, ard b whatloever
comes to 1afs in the Providence ot God, isan
infallible Revelation of what Ged before o
Foundurion of the World, intended fhowld be,
Lam. 3, 37. Adts ¢. 28, Or elfe thele Difco-
veries which lie hath made 1o Man, of the
Things which he requires of hith rodos hy
which Difcovery he makes it his Dury tedo
them : according to Mic, 6.8, Me hath fhewed
thee, O man, what is good § amd whar doth rhe
Lord require of thee, hue tod) jufllp, and 10
ove mercy, aitd 1o walk basilbly with “thy God ?
This alio helongs o, or Hows from his Erer-
nal Purpoft ; for though he did nor Purpofe
that all Men fhould eftually dothefe Things
for then they thould have fo done eventually,
for the Couniel of the Lord thall ftand 5 yer
he potpoled that it thould be Man's Dory ro
do them, and he theretors violaces Lis Ohli-
gation, it he negleft fo todo, Ard this is
that which Pivines call his preceprive Wi,
becauft he hath revealed it in the way of a
Lawor Command ; a5 will afrerwardsbe con-
fidered. This then is thar Wi of God,thax
prefcribes unto Man the marter of his Doty
and lays 4 powerful Obligation on Kim 1o
camply with 3. And chis will be evident
if we conflider thefe things,

t. THAT God beilba fupream Auwrbority obes
the rationad Credtare, 10 command it as be Jres
meer,  To difpute this, is to make it a Quel-
tion whether God be God, or the reafonghle
Creatufe be a Crearure; tor fo long as that
Relation between God and him ahides, the
reafon of God’s Aurhoriry and his SubjeStion
continuech.  He thar made the Crearyre for
his Glory, may difpofe of ir as he fees beft,
for that End ; and rherefere, where he hathi
par roral Powaers intoany fecond Beings, he
hath aright ro regulate them according fo
his cwn Wifdot. “And if he command, it is
with Anchoriry,

3, HENCE s fi commanding, lays the Crea.

*Cer 2 1ury
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rare wnder Daty,  If there were no Cormimmand,
there would be no Duty, and iF there be, it
Loth conftitutes Laty, and carries the R‘eaf'u.n
of ic.  Ged's Holinels avd Jullice are {uffici-
ent to gffire us, that he will Command o
uujult or impure A&ions, but it i3 i_n l1.|s ale
fulute Jurifiiétion over us, wh;‘ch toshids us
1o difputy, snd cogageth asreadily rocomply
wirh all that he requires of us, Huw olren
Visretore do we fhid Rimafixing of that Seal
to his Preceprs, I oame tle L‘ard? het ]w
could have given atier Heafons, yrr o will
bave us vo wedeilland, rhac i he fay inthere
s no liberty foo s to demur about ir,

g, THAT Nodling efft bar Gr?d‘j;.[’f'qc‘rj)t,c‘d‘.ﬂ
be the Ietivaal Creatares 1y, Nuthmg Ll {
¢an bind our Contricpees, Mar 4. 1. Thon
fhait oo flip the Larid shy God,wnd i aaly fhalt
Thea freoe. Uran, thee a Dury rthae we
e to Mes, and that accoiding w0 the rank
and Ko ehar God hath {er them and usi;.:.
Bur the realun wiy  we owe it o them, is
becaufe it is Cued’s rovealed Will thar we
fhuufd pay fuch a letercuce to them, Nor
c1r we lawlully [ulinit cor Conigiences to
them, any tarther thayn God hath rald us\h_ns
Will about it Hence ibar, ¥ph. & 1, Chil-
drea ohey your pareits in the Lord ; .‘fm"rb.u is
right, Al 4,19, And the reafon iy, in rhe
relarion he bears to ns, 1ai. 330 220 For ile
Lord # cur judge, the Levd i our laugiver, ibe
Lord s onr feng, Le will fuve wv, . ,

a. AT is neceffory thae Mag kuaw bis Dur'}_:,m
order 1o biv dojng of 1t ltisa reufimu!ﬂe ser-
vice, and theretore is not dong by m[tl;:ﬂt,llmuz
an iree choice, which cannot be,bor according
as bg ha'h acquatmiancs with it Izaerance
muft nceds impede Ducy, and make the Man
either to fic fill, ox 10 do amifs, Hencethis
is pot the lealt parve of the mifery of Sinners,
Rom. 3. 17, ddad the way of peace they Lave not
Anowwn, This made David fS olien o pray
4r teaching, el 116, 22, T
fms',r A 11](1%1 mé Juljitl tbe feeret Will of Gad,
and fin vberein, wnd be may defipn otherwyje,and
yet plegfe Ged. Thar then cannec Izue therule
of our Dury. Tt is certain, thar wickedMei,
when they perperraty the melt notorions A-
bominations, do therein accomplifh thg feeret
Will of God, who purpafed, by his af:tiv_e
PermiiMon, 1o lec then fall 'lnrui'uuh'F'.w?orrm-
ties; bur that no way rakes from che nfulnefs
ef ir. Hence we have that Obfervarion on the
Crucifixiop ot Chrift, A& 2. 23, Mim feing
defivered by the determinare coxnfel end Jore:
kavwledge of God, ye have vaken, and by wicked
banils bave cracified & fan. And Loly Men
{fomerimes, in pu‘tﬁmnc.c t_)fthe Command,e'n-
gage in that, which itis Grod's 1!3:;&: Wil
fifail never be, aud yer they do their Duty,
As whon we pray tor our Enemics, ot for Sick
Perlins, when God intends ro difpolt of them
otherwife, yer wedo our Dary, And when
Duazid purpofed to build a Houfe tor God,
which God intended that he {hould nor, yer
we tead, 2 Chron. 8. 8, 0. But the Lord fuid
to David zy father, Forafonech as it way fit ithine

Lears to burtl o Houfe for my name, 1hoy Jid
wedl that it was in thine brart - Notwithflari»
108, thaw fhalt mot build the houfe, bur rhy fon
whecl) fhail come fordh of thy loins, be all’ brild
the boicfe for my name.

6. NOR could Man bave knomn to et diffes
vewce berween Sin and Duty, if God bad sot rg-
vealed ir, It s true, there was ap impreifon
of the Rule on Mans Confticuce ar the firtt,
wirich we callvie Light of Nature, a6d rhera
are remakable relicks of it on the hearrs of
fallen Men ;. accarding to Rom. 2, 14. Bug
ver, it was God thac lelt thefeimpreflions on
Mens minds,and fo revealed his Will in themm,
Yor we do not here confider Kevelation, g5 ig
is oppofd tothe ordinary way ot knowledeg,
as it is fometimes confidered, but as it s core
tradiftioguithed ro Gods fecrer Will,in whag
way foever heis pleafed to make it kngwn,

2. THE proper Nature of Dary : or thae
whercein ir is ta be performed by ws, viz. Ope-
dizace 10 abix Witf of bis. This is that which
weowe to Ged, and rherafore in 1he tight
dilcharge ot i, we are truly 12id ro do vur
Dury.  Herethen we may take an Account of
the Natwre of Qbedicnce in General,  And i
may he thos deferibed ; Chedience 10 God, i@
the conforming of our Wiils and Afficity to the
Command, from ibe vofpelt thir we bear 15 Ged
companding.  From which Preferipeion we
miay chizive thelt things,

t. TLE Rule of this Chedignce, is the Comn
mand.  All that truly obey God, have a refs
peit to thit as their Direllory, both to the
gxient and limitation of their Dury, Plalire,
&, Then fhofi | mor be aphoned, when | bays ref~
pell anto allily commandments. jAnd therciore
we are limited hither, 1031 8. 22, Tarbe /o
and to ilie 1eflimony : if ihey JFeak not aceerding
10 this word,it 15 beesufe there 15 mo f1lt i thers,
IFthere were ng Hule, it would follow, that
there could be neither Oledierce nor Djfobe-
dience 3 for thefe muil be meafured by fome
Rule, which can be no other than the Com-
mand.

2. THE Subjeil of it i reeofeld.

(v-). PRIMARILT abe Wit 5 and thdt a5 it
isina Crule by Counfel,and 1o fappofith the
Undevttanding 5 for without the Exercife of
that, we cannor as we ought, will the pood
Will of God.  Aad indeed, all true OQledi-
ence.is roored in the Hearr, which fiifily
points To the Will in Man, which is in him
the fupream Facolty, and unlefs that be de-
voted 1o the Service of God, all elfe chat he
doth, thowgh iv carry never fo fair a fhew
with ir, cannot bé properly calledObedience.
Hence thofe complaints, Pful.n8, 17, For their
beart was not right with bim s neither were 1hey
fedfal in bis Coventanr. Ui, 29, 13 Where-
feretbe Lord faid, Forofmuch as this people
draw near me with their momih, and with their
Lips do benour me, but beve removed their beare
far from me, and their fear towards me, is
taught By the precepr of men,

(2.) THE Ations as they Aow from, and are
commanded by 1he Will,  Obedienge is catile_d 2

oing
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doing of God's Will; and we know that the
Command erfoyns things o be done, and 2
voided, which moft terminate in theA&ions
and all forrs of Aftions are compiized under
ir, whichaie fummarily reduced roThouglts,
Word, a9d [Deeds: all of wihich come under
the very resnlation of the Command 5 as che
Word of God abund untly settibiedh,

s TIiE frecedd Navure of it g5 a Conformity
of thefe to the Comnpomd. Wien we lay this
Teuie helore us, and meafure all char we do
hy ir, and take care, thar we neither come
fhore ot it, nof trandgrels e, Thosis Obedi
eee deforibed, Veur. 50 20, Te Dt odferve
to-do ther fore ag the Lord your God batly com-
mamilsd vou o Yo feall noe tara ofile te abe right
band or 1o the lefr. Which Conlormiry ref
poits the Hearvas well as the Aftons, and
therctore comprizeth 1o ic all the Requifites
to render our Aflions aniwerable ro theRule,
And thar teacherh, nog anly to the matrer of
tle ‘Duty, but to the manner, acd principle,
and end 5 ro all ot whicl ol kath Regard,
and reckons ol what we do, 2cconlingly.

4. THE Rife or Reot of iv 1v, 2 fincere Ref
getl thar we bave ro Giod commandrig, Tt isan
effential property of true Obedicies, that it
be dong to God,  Mence thay, #ech. 7. 5. In
which refpett, thefe vhree thiogs arc comr-
prizsd.

(v.) AN wnreflrained Acknowledgenent of bis
Aurboriry.  Obediznce {uppofeth a ltare of
Suhjsftion, to 2 Superiour, to wham it is pay-
ed, and that cannoe be done cordially with-
out an Aporehenfion of the Right he hath to
commitad uselfe we thall never acknowledge
our Pty ta ebey him. The Churcl is there-
tore brougie i, aferibing thofe Thiles ro him,
which include chis Riglhr, 103, 23, =2, For rheé
Lord is our judce, the Lord 15 oy law groer the
Lord is our kirg, be will fave ms.  And this
muft be unreftriined, there muft be no limits
Tet by us to this Authority, but it mult be
yieled 1o him 1 all things,  Deur. 6, 2.

(2.) AN entire Approbation of 1he Commtand,
in gvery Article of i, becapfe 1 is bin, Qur
Obedigpce cannot be voluntary unlefs we ap-
prove of the Precepry for it'we dillike ir,
we fhall rejuct againitit; and it mufl be
univerfyl, all tlie Cominands, ore as well as
anotker, mult have this Flteem From us,
Hence Poxf confefloth, Rom. 7. 15, Whersfors

the iaty Ls buly, and the commandmenr baly,  H4
Jufl, and good. And the POImit, PhL 1,4
128, Therefore 1 eFeem ol thy preceprs Fo e
cerning ail thungs 1o he rlghe s and haté cvory
Jalje wey. Fja.ve, 9, And this muft e bee
caule they dre his.  There is 4 moral Eruis
ty appears in many of them, which we arce
1o ackiowledge.  But if we ez no more, ver
this fhould fer us down, chir Le i wife,
holy, &

(2 AN abfolute arcangeable Chaice of if
Jrom the Cordial Love that we bear to bim, o1l
Obediepce iscalled Love in the Word of God.
And the reafon for e iy, becaufe we can no
further fincercly ferve God, tKan we perfoim
our Dty from this Principle.  Chrilt bt
thef rogether, Yol 14, 15, if ye boue me Feep
my exmmanduencs,  And this Love Hows from
the clettion of the Will . becasle we love
l_f]od, we love bis Law, and herein we profe
it, fn that we have without any referve, cho-
fon in as it 1 thedeelared Will of thyr God,
whom we 0ive chofen 1o he our Ged, 8o he.
POiL 115, 200 [ hape chofen the way of truth
1hy jrlgmenisbave I laid before e, Anduer.aye,
Ard this choife brings us under the frongett
bomds to Qbedience, ver, vab, [ bave Jwor#,
and Lwiif perforae it thar [ will keep thy rigls
Teous pirecefirs,

Use. LET the Confideration of thefe Thires
pacusall wpon iv, to pe wuch in Seekine de=
gusintance with the revealedlViltof Ged. Thera
is 3 Dty lying vpon vs all ; we owe Obed i
gnce to God on more Scires thap one ; wa
cannot live and pleafe him wichour jt: T he
negleftofiv wiltexpofe vsto hisWiath,which
will ke our Mifery. J12 hath revealed 1his
Wil of bis to us in his Word, dnd gives vs
the Advantage to inform ourfelves i ir. §F
we neglelt this, it {5 2 fizn that we have no
Will or Defire to obey him.  And if we live
in Iznorance of it, we cannot eonform to ir
We ate naturally Serangersto his Will bvSin,
and cannot Know what is our prefent Duty
and Happinefs,unlefs he make it koown to 18
and inus. Let us then read, hedr, pray, me-
ditate, and wait on Lim for his Grace to
help vs, that we may feck to know, thar we
may do his Will; aod fo thall we be blefed
in our Deed.
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