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SERMON CYLVI

1, E proceed to the third and 1aft Ar-

‘ ticle of the confummate Happinels
of Believers, in which we arc given to under-
ftand, how ¢ Thall fare with them, afrer the
great Judement is paft, viz, They jhall be per-
Yellly blofled, in full Brjoying, g, All the
former theps of their Bleflid nofs, though per-
felt in their kind, were yer leading to this g
and here is the compleer and toral Confum-
mation of all. And here are two things, in
the Coufideration whereof, we may make
fome fhallow Guefs ar their grear Feliciy
then; viz. their happy Return with Chrilt 1o
the place of Glory; and their everlzfling A-
hode with Rim in thar Place, in {he full Fru-
ition of rhe Glories of ir,

1.. BELIEVERS will be wonderfully bappy in
their Return with Chrifi 1o the piace of Glory:
This {hall be as foon as the great ]udgment
is over, and all the Affyirs OF thar Pay, are
fully derermined. Chrift after his Refuirec-
tion afcended to the highett Heavens, & took
Pofleffion of i, as his Koyal Palace. Now
the Man Chritt leaves that Place for a%cafon,
in purfuit of the great Judzment; for we are
aflnred, that ho will come down ‘into this
Yower Woild, and ereft 5 Tribupal bere, for
the management of chic Bofinefs. How much
T me will bz taken up, in the tranfifting of
thar greav Aftair, is not fot us to conjefture,
nor is ir material for 4s ro know, Bur when
all rational Beings are uried, and difpoled of
ateording ra the Rules of tharJudgment,there
will be no more fot bim trde here, he will
therefare returaagain to Heaven, and all hig
Saints & Angels fhatl ga inCompany with him,
And how gloriovs a Procels will this be?
As be broughr a Retinue of’ Angels from Hege
ven with him, 3nd his Redeemed methim in
the Air, and filled up his Train 5 fo he will
return in like Srate, and rake them aleng
with him, for they are ro be fwith bim, Tob,
17, 24, Heaven is the Place of Reft 5 1hat
is the Fachers Houly, where the many @;m-
ke ol
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fons are prepared tor them.  And thereisa
a fpecial Glory which fhail be givea to them,
in this very retwrn,  Which more cfpecially
appears in rthres Particalars. ‘

1. THHESE Redeemed of Chrift, ball reternwith
bim in tbe flate of his Spoufe, poing MHome with
Bint 1o bis tingdam,  This will be the Confume
ation of the preat Marrlage of the Lainb,
the Eipouials whercet, werg plighred in this
World. The ay'ol their Converlion, was
the Dav of their Fipoufals, and chey had
tartied torhim, and waited for thecomplcat-
ing of their Commuuion with him, Gl they
came to Glosy, asd thatbath ol Seol 2:d
Bodys and Lhat isnot tillnow. Aud for tlis
teaton are they hereofren putting up hat re-
quelt, Canr. 8. 14, Make baile, my beloved and
& thom like @ roe, vr a young bart apon the muui-
raiic of frces. Then will fr be 2 slorlous
thisg o lee the Bride,the Lambs Wite, jn all
her dtately Ornameats, going Home with Lur

,Dl'd..

: 2. BELIBVERS will have ¢ grearer Homiur
par wper them 10 ihis Regarnty iban 1be dngels
ihesfelves, TLo' Man was made g linle be-
law them in his Creation, yer bere will bg a
pecaliar Digalty put upon Men, in this So-
femoity. The Augels will then appear in
their Glory, but they fhall be the Friends of
the Bridegroom, and Artendants on thellrides
and thereiore not fo near ro ths Lord Jelus
Chrift, as his Kedzcmed fhatl b=, Yo, it
witl be one parr of thwir execution ot their
Oftfice, as Miniltring Spivitsfor thele Hcirsof
Salyation, as they are i:id te be, Hebo . 14,
And they will count themielves happy in be-
ing thus honoured by Chrifk,  Tnw wopder-
ful then wilt the Believers Comdirion be 2

3. THEIR Felicrty in thic Retwrn, wiil e fer
off by the unbappy Condition,which they flaly toave
condemied Siapers in. This will bea wondar-
ful toil 1o fet thar off by. Thofe on the tetr
Fand, are Scntenced tadepertiate Everiefling
Fire, 'The Place whereln they ate tourderga
the cxecution of the feariul Sentcnce, i pro-
bably fuppofed to be in this lower World.
And the other are no fooner entred on theit
way ro the Paridife of Delight, the Falace
of Glorv, but they leave the lower Warld in
Flames behind them, rurned into an Hell for
the Punilhment ot thofe that are Ged’s Lne-
mies, and Sinners fallen into the Miftries
unte which they had been dosmed, yelling
out theit bitter Lamzntarions forever.  This
they (hall fre. And whar a loftre will ic
put upon their altonifhing Felicity, when they
thall herein dileern whar a dittinguithieg {a-
vour is Thown to them ef meer Grace, trom
thole who had formerly been their {ellow
Sinpers ?

9, BEIIRVERS will be imconceivably happy,
in their Everlafting Abode with (hrift, iz the
full Fruition of the Glory of ihat Plece. And
now they are comne to the Top of their Feli-
city. This is the highett Pireh, that they
can arrive at.  And now thoold Iefiay to give
a Deferiprion of ¢he Glorics of thar State, I

{hoald but berray mine own Ignorance. None
can tell, buo fuch as have been in the Third
Heavens - And conld any know, he woere noc
able o ntter i, We in our prefent Conditi-
on are not capable of Conceiving or Crediting
thereof. But we may rake a Talte of this,
(and an more then a Talte, we are not here
to cxpett) in Vhree Particulars, viz, The En-
reriaiament they foall fud there ; The E,';);}‘,‘[tu'-
mient ihey fhall tbere followy And ihe Durasion
of batl.

1. TOUCIHNG their Errerrainment which
they (hall find there. The Apoltle thoughe
it enough to fay of it, v Thell 4, 17, Thew e
whivlr are alive, and vemarn, fhall be caught H
togeiher with them ia the cloiuds to meet thé Lord
i the atr sy fo jhall we ever be with the Lord.
Awd indeed, vhiscomprehends underirall the
tuture Bleffednels of the Children of Gods
But there are fome Pareiculars by which this
is ellewhere intimated. The principal where-
of are tirch asthele,

(1.} WE may fuppols that 1leir Lord Re-
decwer wiil there prefeat them to Dis Furber,
And whar a bleffed Prelentation will that be?
We are vold of heing prefimed befare the pre-
Jeace ef biv Glery, Jude 24 Which may aim
at this. And Chritt s faid 1o prefenr big
Charch to bimfel], a plovicus Lharch, Fphl .27,
How this thall be is beyond our Capacity now
woupderftand.  Bucwhat an Honithing farer-
view will it be, when Chuilt fhall bring them
into the Prefence Chamber, znd fer them he-
fore his God and heir Godand fay, The/r are
they wehom thou gaveft me, and Uredeemed them.
When the Father fhall give them the moft
ravifhing Teftimonials of Lis infinite Love for
them, and the groateft Welcone in thar Clriy
ot God that they are capable of.

(7.} HE will make them 13 poffefs the fame
Hegoen with bime They et be wih upe,
where be vs, Joh 17, 240 Mot ia the Ubiquity
of his el y, hut iz the Royal Ciry, whete
Lis Refilence is, and where his Glory is molk
mantrelied,  Heaven is called the Habizaricn
of Gods Hodingfs, bis Dwelling Flae bisThrone,
tre Cuy of the grear Krgg. Thele were re-
githied Crrizeps of this Place whon they were
Converted, and had afure Tide 1o it heftow-
el o them.  But now they enter into ir, to
take T fleflion ot it in rheir cwn Perfons,  fe
weuld be ton held a ftroke ro goaboutto offer
ar 2 Delcription obf this Place, o give a
Draughe ot all the Sireets of thisCiry,and the
wonderful Accommedarions chere are provids
ed in it for all thole who are there o Inhabit,
What the Seripture {peaks of ir, muft be al-
lowed to be allefive, exprefled by Metaphors
bortowed from Earilly Things, {uited to oot
prefent Conceptions, and tor the exeiting of
our Affeftians to it. Buat yee there is fome-
thing analogous imended in them, the' infi-
nirely tranfcending thefe faint Relemblances.
Our Savionr wlls vs.of sary Manfions thers -
OF bis going before 0 prepare for his People
againlt their comipg thither, Feb, 14. begin.
And it muft needs be a very Glorious & Mag-

nificent
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nificent Place, belng the Palace of the greac
King, in which he will eatertain all his Fd-
vourites, For Amplitedeivencircles the Star-
ry Hsavens with irs Pavernent : For Delighe
it iscalled che Paradifc of Gad ; and the Eden
of old was bor a dark thadow of it ; the Floor
of it is refembled by Gold 3 and the Gares
by Pearls; and the Buildings to moft preci-
nus Stones. Tt isa Place, upon which Infinite
Wifdom employed it f2lf, to rhake it fic for
the blelled Alode of thofe who were to he
the Heirs of Glory, Here Chrift is, and here
fhallthey be.  And there is nothing wanting
in it, to give them the molt perfedt Saris-
faltion, .

(3.) THEY fball be Fartrers with Chriftintbe
Jame Heavenly Glory which he emjoys. ~ True,
there will be grear Difproportion in Degrees.
He fhill be glorified as che Head, and they
as the Members.  He fhall be acknowlcdged
to b the Grlt-born and principal Heir ; hoc
they thall be Foyar Heirs with him, in one
apd the fame Inheritance, Rom. 8,17, They
are therefore {2id to reignr with bim, 2 Tim. 2.
12, There is not enly a Glory provided for
them, bur rhe fame that the Man Chritt harth,
they fhare in with him. There isa Throne
provided fof them to fic upon, and it is the
{atne thar he himicl fics on, Rev, 2. 21. To
hinr that evcreomerh will ] prant to fir with me in
my thrane; eveir as I overcame, and am [fir down
witl sy Faiber in lis throme. There is a Glo-
1y, which Chrift as God, is everlaftingly pof
feffed of,which is incommunicable ; but there
is a Glory, whicl Chrift as Mediator, obtain-
ed by Covenant, and purehafed by his Obe-
dience, and in this ke hach interelfed gll his
Childsen. He hought it in their Name, and
will thereforc confer it upon them. Thete is
a partieipation in the Gloty of the Perion of
Chriltg as the Wife is honoured by the dignity
which her Husband enjoys. And all the Ho-
pout which Chrift hath merited for them,
fhall be beltowed on themm. And how greae
that is, let them tell, who arc able to grafp
the Notion of Infinitenefs,and Ereenity 5 for
fuch ¢ weighr it is, 2 Cor, 4. 17.

(4.) THEY fball fee and enjoy bint in that
Glory. To he with him, dotk net only intend
a being in His Company, buta participation
in all the Sweernels and Defireablenefs of it.
As he is the Objed as well as the Author of
out Felicity, fo the Viflon and Fruition of
him, will bz cur great Bleflednefs, Therels
an Inchoation of this here, for there isa Com-
munien between him and them in thisWorld,
2 Joh, 1. 3. That which we bare fees and beard,
declare we unto you, ihat ye ajfoamay bave feljon-
Jbip with w5 5 and traly our feilowfhip is with rbe
Farber.& with bis Somr v fues Chrift. And this they
doprize aboveall other things, Bfal.27.4,5. But
alafs, whar i3 this to thac ¥ 1 fhall not
deftend to the Particulars in which this is ro
be had, but only slance at the Glory of this
Vifion and Fruition in that Place, in three of
Your Particalars,

Cu) TUETY frali fee and enjoy bim intiseately.

It i recorded concerning Mofes in this Lifs,
asa peealiar Priviledge, Eiod. 33, 14 AAd
the Lord fpake wnre Mofes face to Jack, a5 & mast

Abeakerh with bi friend- Thugicflall be there

with every Believer. Chrift and hig fated
ones, ftall unhofom themfelies one to anather
with the molt enlarged Freedom, There ﬁig
be compleat Familiarity between him an
them in the Kingdom. His Majefty fiall noic
there terrify them ; they fhall not teat and
quake, as Mofes did here.  There fhail be
thar intimtacy thac thete is berween the fnoft
lotring Husband, and the toft beloved Wite,
and tranfeendently greater.  We read,in Pal;
25, 14; The feerer of the Lord it with thehi shuir
fear bim : and be will fhewr them bis vovetiant.
They thall then Yie in his Roforh, enjo§ his
Embraces, Anow him as ihey are krowen by hifn,
according to rtheir Capacity,  Theré fhall
never be ary eftrangedncfs beriwazen them
but he fhall, baving refigned the Kingdotn in-
to his Father’s Hand, {pend bis Erernity in
their Company. And how blefled will they
reckon themfelves, being fo near totheli only
Beloved, who was te Chisf of ten Thoufands?
L2} THIS Vifion and Fruition (ball be infepa-
rable. - When they were here, it they cooll
but now and then, fteal 2 §ight of hLim, ot
cbtain a Kils from him, it was berted thdn
Wine, their Hearts were ravifhed with it,and
they reckoned themielves happy. Butalafs!
thefe Interviews were foon aver: He was withs
drawn, they 1odt Sight of him, ard ket not
where to find him 3 then it was a drenie
Day, they fat Solacary, and pin’d away with
Love-Bicknefs. Now and then a Vifir, was 43
much as they could enjoy of his mote fénfible
Manifeftations of himfelf to them: Bur row
they fhall be ledged in his Boforn, acd his
Light never be beclouded from thetn mote,
They will not be interrupréd Cdrefies whie
they fhall have from hitn, bur they that
conflantly folace themfelves in bifn,  There
will be nomore Coynefson their parts; nor An-
geron his, but the Delights which they fhall
enjoy, fhall be both full and vninterropred.
[3.]1 THETY fball bave it immedintely, There
is a vaft difference berween mediate and ifii-
mediate Communion with Chrift, The medi-
are, 15 incotnparably berces than all rhe De-
Lights thar this World can afford.  There 8
ne {uch ravifling Joy in this Life, as that &t
a Soul under the Sealings, and fhedding a:
broad of the Love of Chrift in him ; Rar itis
2 very lirde thing when compated with
that which is to he had from him there, This
diffetence is alludced ro, in i Cor. 13, 10, Féf
when that which is perfedl is come, thes that
which is ift part fhall be dong away. The Glafs
of Ordinances is but dim 4 all in it is accom-
modared o Earthly Notions ; there is boe
# littde Portion Known of hit thereby, and
that very obfcorcly, We new have hic
PiBures, and Dranghts of hif,acd thefe very
impetfeét « We now enjov him in Promifes,
dnd by Faith. But it is another mannes of thing
to be in his Prefence, litting 42 HisrightHund,
gAZing
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azingr on him, and receiving ac bis own
H;;anél‘_l_’,' all the Good which was laid'up in the
11€5:

PTE:‘]{ THEY fhall bave it complearly, Itisfar
from.being fo in this Li_fe,_and thar not nnl_y
by realon of the imperfeftion of the Media
by which It is enjoyed, bar alfo from the
itnporency of our Organs 1o entertain it _We
are not capable of fuch Vifions :lmd Frymor;s
ar the prefent. We are bue Children in this
Life, and they are childith Things :‘hat we
are entertained wichal ; and yet there is ahun-
dance of Satistaftionin them. But when once
we arc made compleat in Chrift, in thole De-
irecs which we now long for, then thall our
Sight and Eujoyment of him be made corm-
plear too. Then [hall we fmow 25 we are
Znown, {ue as we are feen, and be hiled fiull
Kerewithal, We fhall thsn dwell at the
Younrain.of his Love, and the reciprocal ar-
dours of affeétion berween him aod us, thall
break over all Banks and Boupds, and we fhall
he eatirely fatished, both in Soul and in Body.
Theu. thall we come to our Reft, )

2. TOUCHING she Employment which they
fhalt there fellowy 1x becomes us to heljeve
vhat iv fhell be eraly Dappifying, ratber ibon
over-curionfly 10 copjeiltre particulars abeiet it,
That glorified Saincs in Heaven, will he cm-
ployed there, is certain ;5 for rhe_furmal[—]ap-
pinefs ot'a Kational Being confilts in Evpraxy
And as chey will thenbe perfedledin Holinefs,
1o all their Employment willchere be holy.
Therc will be no Hefhly Lult grarified,nocat-
nat Defiga driven.  And as they are pow in
a Suare of Glovy, all rheir Qccupation will be
glorious. And it is certain, that when damn-
ed Sinners are Everlaftingly Roaring & Howl-
ing, undge the Exrremity of Internzl Plagucs
and Iorments, thefe {hall be Erernally Sivging
ot Hallelujah's, Rejoycing & muking Melody
in the Preteuce of God and theLamb, cauling
Heaven to ring, from onk end 0 another with
Acclamations of Joy, tuned ro an Heavenly
Confort,in profpetlt of thofe things which they
fue and poflefs 3 and in the Acknowledgments
of the unfpeakahle Grace by which they had
Been faved : Which if Hell can be aeqoainted
withal, and misght bur have a pecp-hole ro
difcover,how would 1t fill them with unfpeak-
able Bitternels; Tortures, and Blafphemics ?
They . are made. for immediatc Communion
with Chrift, and thar is a rational Communi-
on, which will occopy their whole Powers in
the maintaining of ir.  They there enjoy a
perpetual Sakbath, and thercfore the Bulinefs
they (hall be taken vp wirhal, thall be Sabba.
tical, They will perpetnally employ, Undes-
ftanding, Will,Affettions,Hearr,Hand, Tongue,
in fhouting torth the Glory of Gad, for which
they were made.  And this thall be withour
Intermilion ; for there is so Nighe thers.
And they areadjoyned to a glorions Aflembly
of Angels and Baints, with whom they are to
maintain Communion, which will alfo befull
of Employment, who while they ate folacing
themielves together, in the Memorials of the

Wonders of God's Love in their Salvarion,
they fhall make new Anthems, and fing rew
8ongs o the Praife of their God & Redcemer,
with the molt aftonithing Raprures of Love
and Yoy, while their Spirits are trefh and un-
tired, and pot in the lcalt clopeed wich the
Heavinefs which here otten'dilturbed, and al-
layed their Fellowthip with him,

AND it any would know more ahout this
Aftair, let them labour to make {ure of this
to be their Portion, and then wait patiently
in Hope till they come there 5 and they thall
be abundantly farisfied.

3. YOR 1be Duration of this Glory, which they
Jhall there be invefled withaiy it fhaif be forever,
And this is the Crow and Felicity of all the
relt.  Might their Happinels have an Eud,the
vety Fors-thooghrs, and Expeéhation of ir,
would ear out the Marrow of their prefent
Delights.  Thereis an Yeernity 10 which all
Keafonsble Creatares are appointed by the
Law of their Creation, and this muft be fpenr,
cirher in Happisets or Mifery.  Now as Hap-
pinefs is fecured to all Believers, fo the tenar
of" it was, tor Everfufl.ag, Joh, 3. 16, And
for that ead, all thar which will contribure
to their future Happinefs in Glory, hath a
ftamp of Eteraivy upon it. God, Who is the
Supream Ohjeit of their Blefiednefs, is from
Everlafting to Everlafting. The Lord Jefus
Chrift, in whete Embraces they fhall be fatis-
ficd livech for ever, 2nd will endlefly Commu-
nicate himiclf ro them.  Heuven, where they
arcto teft through their'long Ercrnity, is a
City that bath Fogadations, and is nor made of
perithable marer: Notonly are the Joys
thercof, but the Fleafures ave Fverlsfting, Mal.
16. nft. Hure they had #e continuing Crrybut
now they 2re come to ane. Here they wandred
about as Pitgrims and Srrargers, hut now they
arc gotten Hotne & thall po more be diflodged,
but ubide ibere far ever, 1 Thel, 4, 1v7. There
is no Delight will wax old there, but run
new continually, and all the Screams of it
enjoy a perpetual Perenity. Aund as the
greatcft Birternefs in thar Cop which is given
1o Wicked Men to drisk in another World,
15, that their Worm dicth sor, and their Fire is
not quenched : And could they have any Hope
of a fail-Delivery ar lalt, ir woold greatly
mitigare their Sorrows ; whereas this makes
their Hearts to die of Defpair: So this is
the {westnels of Heavens Felicities; thar they
fhall abide tor ever,and Millions of Ages thall
not bring them one Moment nearer toa Pefiod.
They thall die no more, bur becaufs Chrift
their Saviony liverh, they fhall live alfo,

Us=® IF this Truth were well thopght
of, wher abundant Confrlation would it afford to
the Children of Gad, white in this Life, where
they meet with many Sorrows, und Temprations ?
It i3 enough to cheer up the drooping Spirits
of Believers, when at any Time they are dif-
confolare, under many Changes, and Difgquiet-
ing Trials they encounrer. And Oh-! that
you would-make more Uft of this Cordial
than youde: Bc often reflefling on your

Invercty
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Imeelt iy Chnft, and from che see entertain
your telves wirlh the Contemplarion of the
Beft which remains for the Feaple of Gud. And
heie you willind enough ro ehanrer-ballaree,
all thae i chis Lite canoffer it felf ro imbit-
ter yoar Spirits. When the Providenge of
tzod brings us ander Lofles, Crofles, Bereave-
tents, Difgraces 3 we are froweed upon in
the face of ourward things, and are jnfileed
over by the Uhgodly 5 wa are afliutred by
Baran, and difquicied in our ows minds, and
we here lee naching e¢lle but Cloods & Dark-
nels hanglig betoreus. Now icis goud to
ook Forward eo this happy Dy, Remember,
the Covesant paft berween Chritt and you is
an Logrlifting Covenang, the Mercies of irare
fure.  He wio hach paft his Word to you,
will never break in, nor will Le Tuffer ‘you
ever to fail our of’ his Favour. And now re.
folve, that it Marters be o, you have reafon
tolook overchefe Trials, co thar Joy which i3
laid intor you. Thingkin che feverelt of them,

though it be thus now, yer ere lueg my $4-
viour will come and feth me home 10 his
own Place ; the Joyful Mirriage Duy i
drawing on apaec.; the ﬂ:‘idcgrcﬂqm_ i hur
making ready for ir, fulcing all things foi (o
ftatcly u Solemnity : A lirtle while, and |
fhall fee him come with Glory, | (hall meet
him, and go with him, and enjoy him Eref-
nally.  Then | (hali be our of the reach of
all Bevilsand Evils. Then Sin and Sortow
fhatl be no more, Then thall Theever flled,and
never glecred with hisCempany, be everlaft-
ingly farisfy'd witk Czleftial LighrandLove,
and ravifhed wich Joys that are full & end-
lefs.  Live then always as fueh, who firmly
look for fuch things as thefe are ere-long, And
let for your Hearis be troubled at any thing
which intervenes, but fwallowed up with
the Extatical Hope of this Glory,
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