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it ladaed §n Everlafting Arms, and §acing

it felt in the tull poflcion of esdlefs and

E inexpreflible Glories.  le. rerains, that ive
look 2fter theBody which it bath left behind,
and Tz how irfares wich thac mean_ while
or whar Benefit it remains owner. of, which
may bring it under the comprebenfion of Hapa
pinels,at lealt in reverfion, Thar ehie Bodigs
of Believers in their feparate Liare, are not
aftually happy, inthe {bri€k notion of Felitiry,
much lefs perte€tly fo, as the Soul is, is be-
yond Difpute.  Happinefs can be predicated
of none but intelleétual and rariomal beings.
Things meetly fenfitive, moch more fo felefs
and litelefs rhings cannot bare thar denomi-
nation.  Aftnal Happinefs confifls in g comts
pleat and rarional Satistaltion raken ip the
fruitdon of the Objetty and that cannot be
droe by the dead Body, which Larh peither
lile, fenfe, norreaton abiding init.  The wife
man tells us, Eccl. 9.5, For the hroimg dmow
dhar ey fhadl die : bt the dead knvm nor any
thieg. 1t we eonfider a bodily Death in the
ptoper ot phyfical narure and notion of i, ir
is cerrain, that the Hodies of Relievers do
undergn the fame Changes by Daath, with
the Bodies of ather Men,  As there 15 5o
difference in the Duach it felt] in gl there is
a [eperation of the Boul, by which the Body
is leto a litelets and fenfileis Careals and
evary way unierviezable for the fun@igns
which it was made for 3 o chere is nothing
that can betall the Bodies of the Wicked,
which thofe of the Godly are not liable ro,
both that whicli is nataral, and that whicl is
violent., It is a Subjett o putrefaélion, and
ready ro beted on by theWorms,Job 17,13, 14,
1 wait, the grove is mine banfe: | bape made
niy bed inthe darknefs, 1 bave fiid 1o corrup-
tion, Thow art my juther @ tothe worm, Thus
art my motber, and my fiffer. It becomes noi-
fom and noxious ro the liviee,  Sarab wasa
precious Saint, yet when dead, Abrabam mult
hary her out of his fighr,Gien.23 4. les beaaty
is lolt, and it becomes ghattly and frightful,
And tr may have all cheindigairies offered to
it, which the rige & malice of men ¢a'n venr.
A decenr Burial may be denyed it, it may be
dug our of the Grave, hung up on 2 Gibher,
and Indibriovfly expofed to all manner of
Conrempt, Rev. 11.8, 9. dwd their dead bodivs
Jhall fre i the flrecr of the preac city, which pi-
ritually ic called Sedom € Leypt, where alfo our
Lord war crucified.  drzd they of the peopie and
kindreds, and rangues, & mapions, fhatl fee their
dead badics ihree days and an balf, &7 fEll war
Suffer ibeir dead bodies ro be par inte graves.
Which may be litterally as well as me. apho-
rically upderltoad.  And what indigniries
have heen offercd rothederd Bodies et Chrift's
 Martyrs, Eccleffaftical Hittery furritheh ag

N CXL[ wirh plentiful Inftances of.  So thar there ig

S E R. M O =  po Judgment to be made by menin this re-
gard ; nor do the Bodics ﬂgl r'h; Saines bear

E have followed the Departing Soul any Charalter uvpon them, by Which mes may
ofurhe Boliever, from itE?E:]ttl%l}' Ta- diftinguifh them from the Bodies of orher
bernacly to its Heavenly Habitatior, and left men. This n.-:nzwnhtf;nusz, theye is ané;‘;jﬂ?"
A irgls
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pinets in referve for thefe very Bodies, and
they alfoarc referved for charand thall in due
{eafon be brought ro enjoy it in conjunition
with.their re-united Souls, This Ifats of the
Baines Bodies ac preient may io a more large
{enie be called their Happineft, in asmuch as
it 15 a fate referve of them for i, and makes
a valt difference hetween the Bodies of the
Sodly apd the Wicked though it be feerct and
not difeerned by lenfible Obiervarion.

TIHS chen is thatBenefic which now cometh
ader qut Deliberatior,  The Sem F it iy,
the Rody is kepr fate for Glory, and fliall not
mifs of it in due time: And this s for the
prefear a Complement of the Happincis ot
the Soul it felt now in Heaven, viv, the fa-
tisfying affusance that it hath of vhis, Tavid
hath furh a confideration on titis Subjedt,Plal.
16, 2. Tierefore wy heart s glad, and myglory
reiojeeth 5 my flefh olfe fladl refl in bopr.
Whieh hope cannot properly he aleribed w
the dead Body, o it cannot exercile any
faculty or power of 4 ritional being ¢ but it
is the Soul which bath this hope, and it re:
Joycurh in it.  God’s Children are fulicitous
for their Bodies, heing effential pans of
themftlvesy nor cin the Soul epjoy a oot
pleat humanity withour its Body. The tho'e
fulnels ahoue itnew is anxinus & perplexing s
but chere it will he with quictuefs ard faiis-
taftion, It knows that it (hall have icrcltored
o it with all defreable Advanrages, and can
gontentedly rarry God’s time for the Accom:
plithment of it,  But thereare tmore puticy-
tary two things, by whigh this Boselit is dec
Forth in our Catechilin, viz. v, Thor ibe Union
Berwernt Chrift and their Lodies doth alide. 2,
That the Body fhell reft in the Grave tull the Re-
wrreifion.  And we may take a {hort Survey
of thefe two, and fic how greara Priviledge
Beligvers have in regard of their 2eqd Bodies
ghove ciher Men,

1, THE Union berween Cheit 55 their Bodies
dosh abide. 1 fhall not here meddle wich nice
and curious Enquiries abaut this Union,which
have no footing in the Word ot God, acd no
way fzrve to Edification, bar be content to
Dilcourle of it Sabeily and Scripturally.
Here then obierve,

(1.} THAT there is a near Union maile be-
rween Chrift and att Believers, This 1y made
in Converfionand che ratification of theNew-
Covenant between thein  That there is fuch
an Union, and what is the Niwure of ir, we
have already taken an account, under the
Head of Effettaa Catling.  And we ate hereto
call to mind, that this Union is not Carnal but
Spiritual and Myftical. 1cis Relative, or con-
fifts in the Relation thar is made between
Chrift and his Peaple, and aceordingly refem-
bled by a Marriuge Union, Hef 2,19, And
yer it is fuch an Union as derives influgnces
¥rom Chrilt to thofe thac partake o ir. Henee
compared ro Head and Members, v Cora2,12.
And fo clofe is it, chat they are faid mutu-
ally to have their inbeing, one in amother.
He is 31d 10 be in them, Rom, 8,00, And they

o abide in bim, end e in them, Joh, 15. 5«
And this flows from the Covenant that is
between them,

(2.) THAT this Union, comprebends 2ot the
Sowls ondy, but alfc the Bodies of the Childrin of
Ged,  And this is evident from the Woerd of
God, Noevonly arc we fuid perfonally 10 be
cre with Clrifdy and yot the Perfon containg
both che ¢flendial pares of Man, viz. Soul and
Body # the’ vhat might admic of a Synechdo-
chical Interpretation, intending the Ferfon by
the Soul : borthe Budy i felb isexprefly de-
clated ro participatein in. Their Bodies are
therevpon {3id ro be Members of Chrilt, 1Cor.
6.1, Chiatt Myliical is compared 10 a2 Na-
tural Bedy, confifing of Head ©7 Membere, Now
the Mumbers of the Bedy, being pares ot i,
ai¢ united go it firmly kalt, and cannot be
{eparared from it withour mutilarion, The
relation which is made berween Chrift and
Liis Redeemed upan thetr Believing in him,
araips in ie cheir Bodies. And rherefore hoth
Soul apd Body are f3id ta be Chrilts, 1 Cor
8. 20, Lur ye are bought wih a price : thercfore
plortfy Gad in yoir bedyaad int yoar fpirit i
are God's,

(3.) THE Ieath of the Body doth not breal rhis
U'nion, or make 4 Separation between Chriff and
i, Dearh indeed fcparates Scul and Bedy,
and they are divided each from the orher,
avd can b ne longer ferviceable one to ano-
ther ; bur it {eparaces neither of them from
Chritt.  Thor was a Natara! Ungon, and it is
beoke afunder by the diffblution of the frame
of Nature in the Man s butadig s a Spiritaal
Union, and it remains indIotoble for ever.
Dears it 1e1t is one of thofe things of which
it is faid, that they Bali mor be abie 1o feparase
wr from the Lovegf God in Chrifl Rom.%.38, 29,
When the Soul goes one way, and the Body
another,Chrilt §ill abides irmly knit to them
borh. For this reafon Dying RBelicvers arg
faid ra fleep in Jefus, 1 Thef 4. 14, And itis
the Body that only can properly be faid ro
flcep 5 that the Sout doth nor, we have al-
ready obferved,  Jefus Chrift locks upon that
dead Rady, that Duf, to he fHill a pare of
himielf, under 2 myftical Cenfideration ;5 it
is therefore preciousDultin his elteem, There
is a picce of Chrift thar goeth inta theGrave,
every time that the Body of a Saiatis caried
thither, and he goes along with It into that
{hady Vale,

() IT is & wonderful Friviledge that belongs
19 the Bodies of Believers, that this Union of
theirs 1o Chrift abides after Death, The Body
indeed cannot at prefent refent ity but yet jt
is really and admirably priviledged by vertue
of it. The difference which this puts between
the dead Body of 1 Saint,and that of a Sinnet
is altonifhing, however,to an eye of fenf: they
may {zem to be alike.  Chrilt hath ap endear-
ed Love to that Body, he delights in thofe
Helitts, and accordingly, it is his grear Care,
and therefore he will do well for and by ir.
Buc chis Priviledse may be more diftinéily
1iluftrated ia che next particulan  Hence,
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2. THE Body of the benever jhail Reft in
the Grave tii] bz Refurredtion, The expreflion
here ufed of Reflinr in the Grave, is to be
taken in a large, and por a limited fenfe, If
we fpeak of the Grave properly, for a Repo-
fitory provided to lay by -the Rody i, by an
apTwerable Burial ol'ic 5 this is 2 Priviledge
which belangs to Clvility, andis afforded 1o
Good and Bad. Aud yer theholy ones of Ged,
have not always this refpeét fhown them:
Sometimes cafusally in the Providence of God
they are drowned in the Sca, or torn with
wild Beatts, and have no Funeral given them:
Somerimes the cruelty and {pite of their Ad-
varfaties will not admic of it.  We redd, in
Pral 790 2, 3. The dead podies of thy fervants
bave they groeh to be meat utta the fownls of the
beaven, ike flefb of iby fainrs wato the beafts of
abe carib, Their blood bave they fled ke water
round about Ferufalem @ and there was Honme 1o
bary them, By the Grave therefore we are
here ta undetfland the Scate of Death, or the
Dararion of the Scparation of the Soul from
the Body, in which the Carcals can take no
gare of, nor look atter it felf, And by Reft-
inz weare not to underftand metrly z Skep,a
ceffacion from Motion, or a continuance of 1he
Buody in tbat pofture it died in, and in tbar Place
where it was Baried, For the Body pafferh a
further Diffolurion, than 3 meer Separation
From theSonl; i is refolved into its Princi-
Pples, ir rares ino daff, Fecl 12,7, And that
very Dultis many titnes thrown out of it
Grave, [eattored in the Air, and mixed with
common Dult:  Bet thereis fomething more
prealiar, and beneficial intended inir; and
it conlifts, iz thar finguler Frefervation and
Eafeiy that Fefus Ghrift will aff #d to.it, by ver-
tue whereaf it fhall be forih coming in 1he ap-
printed e, But we may take 2 more parti-
cular Account of what is contained in this
Affertion, in the following Conclufions,

1. THAT rhere is a Glarions Refurrellion,
tohich 1be dead Bodies of the Suints are appointed
te. The Doftrine of the Reflureftion, will
come tobe rreated of under the next Queftion.
Only ir is here mentioned as char, which is
the graund of all thar Care which Chrift now
takes ot the dead Body. Forif it were never
to arife, shis would be fuperfluous, This
therefore the Saints of old had a profpettand
beliefol: and with thisthey comforred them-
felves under the Torrows of Life, and appre-
henfions of Deach. $o did 728,Chap.1¢.26,27,
And though after my skin, worms dellroy thic
body, yet in my flefb foali I Jee God : Whom I
Joall fee Jor my feif, and mine eyes fball bebotd,
auad not anothers : rbough my reins be confumed
within wme.” So did David, "Bfal. 49, 15, So
did the Fropber, [fai. 26,19, And the Apefile
harh thac remark, 1 Cor15.15. If in ahis Jife
enly we bave bape in Chrifl, we areof ali wen
moft wiferable,  And he tells us, chat all rhe
Children of God groan for ir, Rom, 8. 21,

2. THAT there ia a Time appointed when 1his
Rifurcedtion fbell be. 1t is not a thing uncer-
tain to God, the’ it be fp to us.  The Refur

rettion is to be the Preparitory to the 1gft
Judgment, and is to Incraduce it 4 for Mo
are to rife toit, Tob. 5, 28, 29, And we are
rold, that God buth appointed 1he very Day For
that, Ais 17. 31, There are a Ereat many
things 1o be done in order to jt, for exch of
which God hath allotted the Seafon, 8 when
they are brought to pafs; then he will finifh
all with that

3. THAT the Body muf) abide in the flate of
Death tll then. It mult rarry ill the Great
Day, when all thall be raifed, and -chat is;
after the Aftairs of this prefenr World gpe
accomplithed.  Thr dead: in Chrifl are 16
rife prfl, butit is to be, when Chriff fhali
defeend, T, 1 Thef 4, 16, Mean whilg, they
are to refl in the Grave, as in o Bed, lat.37°%2.
When the Apoltle in Vifion had a profpeét of
the Souls under the Alar, erying to God for.
Vengeance,they had that Anfwer given them,
Rev. &, 11, They foail et for a iittle Jeafom,
wniil thetr fellow-fervants alfo, and their bre-
thren that fhouid be killed as ibey were, frouid ba
fulfitfed.  Chrift will do this at onee.& rhera
ared great many yet to be born both nararally
and {piricoally 3 they muft therefore wair.

& WHEN thar Time covies; the Jame Bady
mufl be vajfed. 11t not to difpute, in whae
refpelts it is the fame, This is ceftain; that
it ihall not he another, bur thar which died.
Feb is confident of this, 7ob. 19,27, Nar will
all the Cavils of men againft the ratiomsl
poffibility of this, undermine God’s Omnipo-
tency, oy difpute the veracity of his Word,
The Apaftle vells us, that the fame Body that
was fowa, fhall be raifed, 1 Cor15.42.432. Nor
indeed, could it bear theTile of a Refurreffi-
ent, it it were not the fame 5 but would be
more properly a New Crearion it another Bod
were beltowed on the Soul, than that whicﬁ
it once dwelt ip.

3. THERE are cerrain FPriviledges, which the
Body enjoys in the mean while ; by versue of its
Union wnre Chriff.  Several of them indeed,
are materizlly no other than whar befalls the
Bodies of the wicked ; but yet, becaufe they
derive from Chrift, and are of their Commu-
nion with him, confequent on their being
Uniced o him; they ‘are not real Privie
ledges to thofe, tho' they are fo to rhefe. viz.

(1.} THE Body refts from afl the Labours af
this Life.  This is enumerated to their blefs
Tednefs, Rev. 14. 13.~~They relf from sheir La-
bours— By which is intended, nar only a
cealing of the roil, and travail of the Employ+
ments of this Life, but the patting an end
to all the badily Troubles of thisWosld, which
the Soul felt only by concomitanéy. Thisig~
deed helongs ro the flate of Humanity,and tha
nngodlnginner hath this Reft as well 25 the
Saint. The Graveisthus a Place of Buterio alk
fors, Fob 2.17,18,15. Bur,it is a poorReft,whish
is only a dark Interval, and a Prologue 1o
more difmal Tronbles, and fo it is with the
Ungodly 5 whereasit hath chis 2ccompanying
it, relating to the Children of God, that nowr
they put off all Tronbles, never to take them

Zrraz up
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up again. The Wicked's Trouble ends. to he-
giragaintt ar the Talt Day, but the Godly’s
ends tor ever » Al Tears aré wiped away Rey,
2 Ii 4‘!

(2.) IT is no longer an Inflrumenr of Concie-
fijcence i1 the committing of Sin. fv was in-
deed an Inftrument of the New Nature to

perform its holy Adlions, and I o Servant of

Righteoufnels,  However, rie bodily Senfes
and Members were uphappily émployed too
often, by the Law i the Members, in nglfil-
Biug the Lults of ir, and by this means the
man was brought late Captiviey, which made
himery our, us,Rom 7 2.0 wreiched mun thas |
amy who fhall deliver we from the body of ‘thit
deatl: I This (hall now be no more, nor will
an heavy inditpofed Redy hinder him, or be
longertins miferably mil conployed, Kem.4 7,

(3.) L& jtall be put out of the reach of amy
Haven, by ery thing 1o abis World,  ps theBody
is now made-intefiblc of any injuries or
affronts vhat are offered 1o it, 15 there can no
hurc be dane to it by them. Wigked Men
may thew their fpire, and make it appear
whar they would ke ar, if it were within

their power; bucit is out of the reach of

teal injary 3 though they thopld manole it
into Atems, hang its Quarrers on Gibhers,
expole it to all imagirable Scorn @ as it feels
none of rhis, fo rneicher will it render it ever
the more unpleating ro Ged, nor hinder it
of 3 GloriousRefurrectibn. Irisallthis while
aftceprin Frfus, 1 Thef 4, 14,

g. THERF fLall be 5 Cnefe in its Dearh.
It is a Priviledge of the New Ferufalem,
wheteot' every true Believer is a Membur, Rev.
24- 3. —Lbere fhall be o more Carfe.  Iv was
one patt of the Curfe that fell uponr Man for
-8in, that he (houlddye 1 Bodily 1)eath,which
elfe had never befallen him, "But tho' the
Thirg abides, yer the Curfe i$ tiken our of
it. Chrift having bern che Curfe, by being
made one, (a1, 2, 12, their Dearh is become
a Blefling, and they are blejfed 1 ir Rev.14.13.
And chis very Peath of theirs is a precivus
thing 11 the f2br of God, POV, 116, 15,

5. THIS Daf} hall be lonked af tev,and none of
it Iofd, bur be all forth coming 1a the Iaft Day,
This is a grear Meflery, apd the flefthty mind
efrestaing grievous Cavillings againttir. Bur
there is no doubt ro be made of the pofRbility
ofir, by one that hath right conceptionsof the
Al-Rnowledge and Infinite Power of God. If
this Affair were left to the mavagement of
Angels, it would fail « their Alchymy would
never artatn vo feparate the remains of the
Children of God from the other Elementar
Parts with which it is mingled, or rccollc&{
it from the four Winds into which it s feat-
tered. But God, who hath promifed ieis A/
mighty, and therefore can | Faithfuland there-
Jore will petform it for them, ~ When Ged
ask’d" the Prophet that Queftion, we have his
reply, Ezck, 27 3. And b Said waro e, Sat
of man, can thefe bones live 2 and I anfwered,
O Lord Ged, thox tmowefl. And if God had
tict known how to actomplifh ir, he would

never have given the Security of g3 Promife
for ir. True, the Dult of the Wicked,is k epr
by the poweriul Providence of God foy a Re-
furre&tion, bar that is o Centempr: But the
Care he hath of that of bis People, is his pe-
culiar re{pett he havh for chem.  And there-
tore it is a proper froic of their being  and
continuing united to him.  And there are dj-
vers realons why, ehisUaion a!:id.irfg,f_.‘brw Jreuld
do'1bis for the Lodics of Suints, for the confirma
ing of our Fauh in abe belicf of it, viz.

(v.) BECAUSE God the Fuibir bath chefen
this Body, and given the Charge of it 10 Chrifd,
Chrift cannot bur be carefu! af, and faithial
tothe Truft repofed on him,in theEverlalting
Covenavr. He therefore faith, that e ol
gtve Erernal Life 10 aft that e Fpb,, Fah
greew i, Joho 17, 2. And God hath givenalt
his Chofen to him for this ¢nd, Apd he Lath
not only beftewed their Souls on kim, but
their whole man. Whenever mentiop js smude
of this, they are naméd petfonally,

(2.} BECAUSE He bismfilf Ioveth ir. WNot
only his Faithtulnefs to "his Truft, bur his
Leve to this Body engagerh him. The Lord
Jefus Chrift tock 2 complear Humane Narure
upon liim, and a2 Bedy as well 353 Soul, Heb.
10,5, And that was,ehat he mighe be Zike big
Brethren in all things excepring Sin. As there-
fore hu rock care of kis owy Body, and we
have him comterting himfelfalour the fafery
and redelivery of ie, PRV 14 vo For shog
wilt ot leave gy foul in bedl; neither goifr thog
Suffer thine baly One e fee corvapriom. So he
will proportionably do for the Bodies of his,
heeavle his Lovetothem made him to afume
a Body like theirs.

(3.) BECAUSE He birh Redermed ir. Cey-
raivly Cheift cannot forzer or negle thae
which he 17id down his Life for the Porchale
of. The Redemption mude byChriff,coft him
too much tor him to lofe any thirg of it for
want of lookiug afrer.  Ir coft him his Blood,
and he would nor fhed aany of thar in vain,
Now this Kedemprion was for the whole
Man. The whole was forfeited by Man’s A-
poftacy ; and thar which was loft is purcha-
fed. This is the Argument for our Glosify~
ingGod with eur Body, 1 Cor, 6. 19, 20. If
Chrilt hath hought the Body from Wrath,he
will keep it for the purchufed Good, and at
Talt ranfotrn it from the Grave,

(¢.) BECAUSE it is the Somic oton Body.
The Scul at prefent enjoys all that Happinefs
thar it is capable of in a feparate ERace, ‘but
it is nov ir felt perfcet as to Humanity, but
wants a2 Body to compleat it, which therefore
it muft huve reftored ro ir, clie it will not
have the entirefpeeificalNarure.  And it had
one once, and was fo related to ir, thar it
longs tor that, and fhall be fully fatisfyed in
the Fruition of ir, Fub 19, 26,

(5.) BECAUSE rkis Body was an Infirument
of the Service of Ged in this Life.” It was
Temple of 1be Holy Ghoft, i which be bad his
abode, ¥ Cpr. 6, 15, And he managed ‘it for
the Glory of God, ThisTongue praifed l;r:?,

thoie,
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thefe Hands wrought for Chrilt, thefe Feet
carried him to the Service of the Kingdom.
Yea, 3!l his Powers were confeerated tor this
delign.  ThisService God accepred,and Chrift
rovk delight in, and it thall have irs Reward.
And thall vherefore he kepr to ir.

Us e, LET tbe Children of God improve the
Confrderation of thefe things, to forrify their
Minds againft 1he frights of Death,  Narure
{tarts and relu€ts at the Thoughts of ir, Let
then Grace be exercifed tn tompofe your
Spirits againll the Diltrattions of {uch a re-
loftancy. You love your Bodies, and it may
be are too fond of the prefeat Lite of” them,
But you cannot fucure againfta Diffulution,
nor do you know how foon it fhall he. Your
times arc in God’s Hapd, Take care then to
fecure vour Tnheing inChrift, and that happy
Unton which is rhe Foundation of your Feli-
city : And then improve the Thoughts of it,

to make the Dearh of your Body very com-

fortable, whenfoever it comes,  Thar when
your Diffolution approacheth, and the Thread

of Life is reddy rabe fhafic a’fﬁnder,- ot may
not only be able ro commtend your 8pirie to
Chrift, and helieve char hé will receive io byt
may atlo be able to commit Fotr Body ro,the
Grave, as 2 Bed fanétified by Chrilt for voilp
comfortable Reft 5 knowing thdt it he ‘wil}
waich over ir, and look afrer it througzh all
that Night, and keep it fafe till the Mornins
of the Kelurieftion, and that no Changcs that
thall pafs ovet it thall frufirate your Ex pefta-
tion of that happy Refurrettion’; eount youp
Death to be no orher bur 4 Relt, 1 fiveer
Sleep, fecured from'all Storms and Tempefts.
And when you clofe your Eyes, comiort youg
fetves with this Thought,that you fhall aws ke
again, and when thatis, thit you fhad! fe
Jarisfyed with bis Image, PRAL 17. %k, ~ Think
then, in the inftanc of your Deparrure, thae
you hear your Redesmer {aying to yo’u as
once he belpake good Facoh, Gen.ib,3,4, :F;m-
nor 10 gu down 10 Lgype, ’
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