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the affured Expeflation of this, wlin v
seckon the Day of your Dedrl, {or Lo
than that wherein you were born And et
foch thoughes as thefe, 1 amr haflaing 1a ihe
Time onrd State wihereint 1 fbalf fin ro nare, pe-
ver be ireubled with one Tesipration mre, when
I fhal be enmmplear 1n Chrifl, and filed wonh bis
Futvefs, and enabled, 1o love, admive, praifs ddd
delight inbinfor ever, mithoat Interrapiion or
Wearinefs, make you cheerfully fock m'ji
for the approach of thar Change which wil

intreduce you into this fo longed for Felicity.

L

[DeecrmMere 19 1699 ]

SERMON CXL

2.THE Soul being thus perfeifed inHolinefs,
faffeth inioGlery, "1u is neceffary that
Holinels in them be thus compléared in ordet
to that piffige.  And thar whecher We con-
fider the Glory which they. pafs over into,de
refer 1o a State, Plate, Entércainment,: of
Employment ; all of which are inclyded in
1t : and in neither wheréot can we be {ntirely
happy, till we are indefettively haty, The
very Nature of tlie Blcﬁcdhﬂfg which God
coaters on hig Children infers this, OQur
wrerehednefs tharcfore folong abides as there
ahides any thing of the body of Dcadh with
us. But pow the Soal, being immaculate,en-
ters wpon its Glory., Which, whar it i5,who
can tell, but ope that hath been in the pofielhi-
encbit? Or who could enterrain ir, whila
clogped with the remains of 8in 7 Padlonce
had an admirable profpeét of ir, hut he conld
not tell how, nor conld he dectare what i
was, though it made admirable iniprefifons
on Lis hearr, 2 Cow. 12, begin, | However the
reports chat are made of it in the Word of
God are (urprizing. And thdt mdy be peca-
lisily applied 1o this, Pl 87, 3. Glriks
things are fpoken of thee, O city of Gad, Selab,
Ler us then make 2 fow, Remarks upan it
urder the Four foreciied Heads, in which we
m1y havea reliﬂling ratte of the tuwere Hap-
pinels of the Sonls of Believers, when they
are palt out of the Body.

1. THY Scal entcrs into a Gloriond State.
Glory is often raken fof a figre rranfeendent-
ty execllent: Sueh is the Conditienthe Soul
now.arrives at, And {n this two Things are
confidcrable, viz.

V. AT is fer ar Liberty from thefe evil thinge
which incommoded it ir yhis Life. There wera
fuch things here which clogged ir, & alloyed
its felicity, which are new rernoved fromit,
or ravker it from them.  And thele ol Foour
forts,

(v.y ALL fhat isspeded it in ity Operations,
when it the Body now cenfeth, The Body was
made to be the Souls Organ in performirg
its O'perations, for which reafon it was Miich
tied up to the quality of its Inftrument. . The
Body was at the fift excellemly fuited ior
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this Service, but the Arpoftacy hath put it
out of tane, and every ftring of it now jarrs.
The Body iz {0 indifpofed for the Bouls per-
forming its imperare atts by it.that it cando
nothing that it fhould qr would.  And, tho’
ir he Santtified in parg, yet it hath mich of
Death abiding on i, which makes the Soul
drive heavly in all fpiritunl Bervice,  An
heavy, drowly, lurpifh Body, moves {lowly +
Aund the very conliirution of the Body, & dif-
olition of the Organs of ir, and Spirits inir,
Vind the Dndcrffanding, indifpofc the Will,
diltemper the Affeftions: And the many Ac
cidents It is liable toanfit itfor Service s and
while it is fo, what peor work mult it make 2
But now ail thele Feners are knock'd off,and
ir enjoys tuil freedom fqries own Onperations:
And becaule Sin bad turned its Honfe intoa
Prifon,itis pace of its prefent happinefs to be
inlargsd. _
(2) ALL shur it [uffered by fympatly with
the Bedy is now at an cnl, The Body wis its
own,and it had a tendernefs for ir. 1f a linger
did but ake, it was affefted with it. All the
mileries of this Lif: touched it » The cayes
and {ollicitedes for Life and Bodily fupporr,
the labour and travail he was put tos the hune
er, thitfl, nakedoefs, and diftrels, lie enconn-
trd ; the infirmiries he laboured of; were
not a tight burthen 2nd vexation o the Soul.
This alid now it is difcharged from 5 thele
Tearsare all wiped away, It hath commenid-
ed its Body to Chrifls carc and keeping, 1nd
is no more carghul tor v
(3.} IT bath now done with Sianing. This be-
Tongs to its perteftion in Holinels s whetewe
obferved ir. But we are to obferve thar this
very thing belongs 0 its ttats ot Glary.  Hi-
ther we may refer that, Rom.6.7. Forhethar
is dead, is freed from fin. A finlefs ftate is &
Glorifyed eltate, It was its greatelt mifery
here, and therefore this mult be an happity-
ing Priviledge then. And that which enhaune
eth this is, thar sotonly fhall all inclinations
1o Sin ceafe, but ir {hall be out of the reach
of all temptations toir. Nonc {hall be oftered
10 it from withour, sor will rhere be any
mare davger of eing overcome by them, if
they were oftered. ‘
(3 ) IT foall ne more forever be molefled with
Evil ‘Men, and Sorrowful Things that it met
with in his Life.  Duvid complains, Plakrze,
5,6, Woisme, tha I fojournt in Mefech, thar L
duwell in ibe rents of Kedar. My joul bath fong
deoele with bim that batesh peace.  And hence
witheth, Pfal. 55. 6,7. Aad { faid, Qtba ! had
wings ke ¢ dove s for then werld | fly away,end
be ar reft. Lo, then wonld [ wander afar off and
yemain i1 the wildernefs.  Selab. No more
fhall he be perfecured withthe Tongues and
Hands of them that hate him ; $al{¢ Friends,
and open Enemies {hall molett him no more ¢
his rightcous Soul fhall he vexed no more
with the evil Converfution of the Ungodly 5
por thall it any more cry out by reafon of
Murderers. Nor thall it any tonger be gricv-
ed zt the doleful Changes that imbitter it in
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this World ; mouvening for the publick Cala-
mities that here troubled ir, {hall be at an
end. Feremiah hath done with that Eligiack
ltrain, Fer, 4 19- The wicked Lives, and trg-
gical Deaths of detrett Friends,and Relations,
fhall po more aftedt it : All thefe Labours it
thall perfeétly reft from 1t was therefore
on¢ patt of the blefledaels promifed roGodly
Joftal canfequent upon his being mathered to
his Fathiers in peace, 2 Chiron- 34 28, Beboid,
I sot/l gather thee o 1By fathers, and thow fbalt
be gathered ro ihy grave 14 peace, neither Shalt
thine eyes foe all the evil that 1 will bring zpra
this place, and zpon the inbabitants of the fame,

2. AT is filled with afl thofe Giwries which
abundantly fatisfy ir. Vs Happinefs is notonly
Megative, but Pofitive too,  lts Condition
fhall give it the molt inlarged Content, This
in {uinm comprehends two Thingsin it

(1) AT fhatl be advenced 1o the poffefhan of il
the Gaod rhat was fecared vo it an phe Promife ;
and ibat is Glory Ireomprebenfible. The Proe
mifes are great and preciovs, and the perfor-
mance of them fhall exceed the report it had
of them here, It fhall pals trom faith ro
fight, from hope to vnjoymient § from fips and
tattes, and earnefls, to the whole Inheriranee,
And ifche Apoftie could fay of the beginnings
enjoyed here, x Cor- 2. 9~ But it is writscH,
Eye bath not feen, nor ear beard, neither bave
catred iato the beart of man, the abings which
God ath prepared for them shar Jove bim. What
then fhall it be, when it comes 1o thar, Pfa},
16, 11. Thow wilr fhew me the path of life - in
1by pirefence is fwincfs of joy, ar by right band
there are pleafures jor evermore.

¢2 ) IT frall be forever delighted im that
Foff-fiion,. lts defires thull he filled, =11 itg
hopes fhall he anfwered, itfhall be made fui-
rable to all thofeBeatitules,char are prepared
for its Entertainment.  Could David fay of
the Sanftuary Privitedees, Plal.63.5. My foul
Shall be farisfied as with marrow & faracfs , and
my mouth fball preife ibee wirh joyful lips. What
will thefebe ?  But the Politive Felicity of
this ftate, will be fureher Hlufirated in the
Things tha tollow.

2. THE Soul fball enier into a Glorious Plice,
ta dwedl in for ever,  And chere is unexprefli-
bl; Glory contained in its paffing over ro this
Place, and entraace intoir-  Hers two things,

(1.) THE Sou! jbatl have a Glorious Canvay,re
tranfpors it 1o the place of its endlefs abede
1t (Nall be honourably and fafely Guarded thi-
thet hy the Holy Angels. We read in Luk
16, 22. And it came 1o pafs 1har the begger died,
antd wat carried by the Angels -inte dbrabam’s
bofem  Which, the® i be a Parable, yet the
proper fcope and defign of it, is to give us ta
underftand the different ftate of the Souls of
Men in another Life.  As it is the happirels
of Believers to have theMiniftry of the hlefled
Angels in this Life, they fhall be hereinalfo
happy, in having their Souls condufted by
theft ro their Everlafting Habirations. There
is 2 vaft diftance hetwesn this Earch, where
the Soul was lately converfing in its Bod{,:
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and that Heaven to whith it is to remove - It
is called the highelt Heaven. It is far ahove
the Srarry Region: The Sopl muft pais thro”
this medivm 1o its place of Abode,  This
paflage lics in a grear pare through the Air,
which is called the Devils Kirgdom, and the
Boul never went thar way before.  How kap-
py an advamage chen isir, tohave this Royal
Caonvey granted it?  God hereby pursa great
horourt an his Children, whe were delpifed
in this World, by affording thein fuch boble
Attenddms,and witnellech his great leve,care,
and refpett which ke hach tor them. There is
compleat [afery in it 3 they can neither mifs
rhe way,not futter dangerio it by affronts [rom
their deadly Enemies.  Ared it czanor Lut be
inexpreflibty dclightful, fo go hotme in fuch
precious Company ; and whar plealant & ra-
vithing Commuuien they fhall have in the
way, we can but guefs

2, THE Heawer, to which it now goer, # a
Gloriour Place. There have heen giear Dif-
putes about the Place to which the Souls of
God’s Children go when they die.  Bur the
Word of God may fatisfy ns, that they e
move-trom the Bedy to the Third Heaven.
Nothing elfe €an be intended by the Paradife,
Luk. 23,43, 2 Cor. 12,8, And by dbrabam’s
Bofom, Luk. 16, 22. Hence plainly oppefed
to Hell, ver, 22, The Soul, goes 1o be with
Chrilt, Pl 1. 23, and that i, 1o Heaven.
Compare, A4z 21, As for thefe whe inies-
pret thele, and like Seripruves, of 2 Stave,and
not of a Place, they yiftake the narurg of
Souls: And 1he fernples abour the Souls of
fuch ascicd before Chrilt'sAlcenfiony arcuice
and needlefs 5 for, as they were faved by the
verrue of bis Merits, accepted in rhe Ever-
latting Covenanr, fo their Souls weot to Hea-
ven on the {ame accovint. And bew unipaak-
ably will this contribute ta the Sonls Felicicy,
fince it ts a Place fo Glorious in it felf, and
was made on parpofe for the moft farisfying
Entereainmeot of thofe that fhall bemade rhe
Tuhabitanes of it. All the commendacions that
ase given of that Place in the Word of God,
are evidences, that they mult needs be tran-
feendendy bappy whoe fhall come to dwell
there, It isa Place of Delightsin it felf, it
was prepared for them from the foundatian
of the World, on purpofe ro difeover what
pood- will God had far his Chelen in Chiift.
Hither then they thall be brought, and here
they fhail be lodged. Here they had no
continuing City, but they looked for ane, and
pow they are arrived atic.  And it mulineeds
be Glorious from the commendations given
of iv, 2 €on 5. 1, Fur we Anewo, that if our
carthly boufe of ihis tabernacle were diffslved,
woe bave a building of God, an boufe ot made
et bands, eternal inihe beavens. Hebatyo
For be looked for a ciry which bath foundations,
whafe huilder and maker 15 QGod, i

3. THE Souls Bmtertaingenr in this Iigee
JEall be very Gloriows,  As the Place it felf is
exceedingly Accommodated for the Senls E-
ternl Felicity, fo every thing that v meets

with theie, thall beé excellently fuired to the
happilying of ir. . Puul, who had been therd
ina raprure, tould not utter thefe, things;
2Cor.2. 3. How little then tdn we tell of ir,
whe hate had but fome remote 1eports abatic
it # Bur - cerrainly, their Entertainment
there will be compleatly happifying. And
there are Four Things wherein this mort
efpecially confifls,

1. THE Receprion which 1bey fhall bave int
Hrazen en their firfl Arrivel, ng;'r.'b will be very
Groriois, How happy will the Soul then find
it felf to be, when thofe Noble Angels {liall
bring it into the Prefence Chamber, into- the
Holy Court, and prefent it to the Lord Jefus
Chrilt, 1ts Redcemer. When he fhall wich
widened Arms receive ir, and with the moft
render Embraces, lodge ivin his Bofom; nd
thereby give it the feeling Affurances of Hid
Everlatting Love. ‘When Heaven, which be-
fore rejoyced athis Converfion, thall be made
to ting wirth Acclamations of Juy, upoen his
Entrance inte ity and give fignal Teftimonies
how glad they wre that their Company is in-
credafid, and 2 new Gueft is removed fromf
the Charcl Militart ro the Chureh Trivm-
phant, When the Lord Jefus Chrift fhall
bripg him to thar ftarely Manfion which he
had prepared for him, and malke all the Glo-
1ies of thiar blefled Plaee vo relt upon him.

2, THE Communien they fooll be enrertained
with, will alfabe very Glorious. Min is made
a fociable Creatnre. The Commaunion there-
forz which he fhall have in Heaven, will
abundantly contribuie to bisFeliciry ¢ Intwo
I!:fpel&sa

(1.) THE Company it feif wbich they flall fore
ever enjoy,ts Glortons.  He therefore who s
made one of that bleffcdSociery,8 enjoys free-
dom and commerce with them, muoit need be
kappy init. Wehave apaccount of this, Heb,
12. 22, 23, 24. Bur ye are come unio ¥ouilk
Sion, and unre the city of ihe Huing God, 1be
beavenly Ferufalem, and 10 an innumerable tove-
pany of angels, Tu the general qﬂ’c-mbg &7 churclt
of the firfl bors which are writsen in heaveRand
10 God she judge of oll, and o the fpivits of juft
sen made perfed.  And 10 Fefus the medictor
of the mew Covenant, atid 1o the bload of fprink-
fing that [peakeh betser things thatt thar of Abel.
And every onc of thele is Glorious, There
is God, in whofe Favour is Life, one Smile
of whefe Countenance is encugh to fill the
Soul with exraly. Thereis Jefus Chrifl the
Mediztor, He who porchafed it with his
Blocd. And if a fight of him by Faith be {o
Tranfporting, 1t Pez. 1. 8. What will it be 1o
dwell in his Prefepce, and fit down on his
Thione with him forever? And tkere are
all the Bleffed Angels,char innumerable Comn-
pany, whofe Love 1o God’s Chofen is very
grear, and whofe Secicty will be honourable
ard foitable ta the Spiritval Macute ot the
Sou), And there are all the bleffed Souls thac
went hefore it, who will delight in itsaccefs
to them. And being purged from all rhe
dressof finful imperfeltion that here atte;d 6:

tham,
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them, which often obftrufted their Commu-
nion on Earth ; and made perfe€t inHolinefs,
fhall lay afide all their jealoufies and affimo-
firigs, aml wich one heart love one another
intirely, and joyn with the moft entite vpity
iq the Heavenly'Confort,  Here is all Gond
Company, and uch as the'Soul now perfedted
in Holinefs is ouly {uited for, and in whom
ir fhall rake the greatett delighe 5 fuch as he
Tonged for when on Farth,and wasbelt plesfed
when e could get g linde imperfe& Commu-
nion with in this Waorld.

(2.) THE wmanner of the Soule Communion
there fhall be grearly Happifving.  There wasa
Communion whicl chey bed with thefe in
this Lite, which they took moch content in,
but iv was more remote, and at a diftance,and
much alleyed : But now it will he clofe dnd
intimate, It was mach faterrupied by many
finful imperfedtisns, and unhappy diverfions,
bat now it will ke inceflant, nor thall any
thing obfeare ir. It was more mediate, and
throogh dark gladffes 3 but now ic will be
immediate, and fuceto face. Itwas inlowelt
degrees, but now itvwill be in the highett de-
Etee the Sonl is capable of. It is now enter-
tained by Chrift as his Spoufe, the Marriage
compleared 5 ir is with him at his owa home,
in his Palace, and £lled with kis Company.
God the Father recelves ir, with the moftin-
Yarzed exprefiions of his Divine Love o it,
Angels and glorified Souls are its molt furi-
m.te Conipanions, and they Live apd converle
together in Glory for ever.

3. THE Difcoveries which fhall then be made
urre the Soul, will be Glorivus and Happfying,
Man’s Soul is oF an inrelleftual Macare, and
its Happinefs is fuited to a rationsl Being,
The Bearifical Vifion is therefore much ofed
in the Word of God 1o for forth its furvre
Blefledne(s, 1 Job. 2.2, Beirved, now are we
the fonc of God, and ir deth nor yer appear whot
ot fhall be = byt we know, that when be fhatf ap-
pear, we fhall be like bis : for we fball Jee bim
arbe 1. 1 Corn3.2. For mow we fee through
a glafs, darkiy 5 but tben foce 1o foce : now |
Anow in part, bsr then fhalt I know even as 1
am kpown, As the light of the mind was here
bat dim, fo the medivm was comparatively
obfcure ; {o thar the Vifion was Alnigmatical :
And yer there are fome Souls that can rell
us, what gloricus Raptures they have. heen
traniportzd into by thefe fights, when Chrift
took them into his Chambers,and fpread over
them his banner of Love ; when his left Hand
was under their Head, and his righe Hand
imbraced them.  Whae will it be then, when
their fight fhall be clzar and perfeét, & rthey
fhall {ee himas he'is ¥ Thefe Vifions of Gla-
ry cannot be cloathed with humane language,
or made intelligible to us while we dwellin
houfes of Clay. To fee God in the full dif-
plays of all his communicable Glory, to fee
Chrilt fitting on hits exalted Throne, invefted
with his Medizrorial Honour and Dignity 5 to
dwvell in God’s Light, and in it to be irradia-
ted with all the radiant beams of defiresble

Quelt XXXVII

knowledge 5 to diftern the wonderfal Love
of God 10 us from Eierniy, 1o read the
Myfteries of Providence, and all the pafliges
of Infinite Wifdom, in thae wonderful Way
in which he conduéted us, and contemplate
all the Excellencies of the Heavenly Kinpdom,
will cersainly facisfy che Sovl, and fill it with
overrunning Gloty,

4. THE Fraitions alfo which ir Jhall then ke
wade 10 exjoy, are Gloriews. Here he ljved
upon Promifes,and would not have exchanged
thar Life with all the World, Thae which
he before believed, and by Faich had the
fubltance of, he now is aftually igvefted with,
aund he haeh the things themfelves. The Will
was made for Goodnefs; and when it comes
to have an intire clofbore with that which is
every way enmpleat, it is then confemmarcd
in its Bleflednefs.  The Soul now goes to en-
ter mpon its Inheritance, and enjoy it all; it
receives all thac Chrift purchaftd for ir, and
Lives upoa the Erernal Incomes of it. Jefus
Chrift fecs it down opon the Throne made
ready for ir, puts the Crown upon it; and
now it lives at the Fountain : God ip Chrift
is Its everlalting Portian. It is filled with che
tulnefs of Joy which isin bis Prefence, and
the Evetlafting Pleafures thar are at his Righr
Hand. Its defires,and longings arc cotnpleat-
ly anfwered, And what is this Jefs than
perieft Happinefy @

4 TLE Souls Employments alfo bere are maft
Happyying.  As there is an_objettive foa fore
mal Lbappinefs of rhe reafonable Creatore,and
that conlifts in Eupraxy, or fueh ag Employ-
ment as is fuiwble to 1. Aftaal Happinefs
thetetore contitts in the clofire of the Faculoy
with irs Objeft. Man’s Sonul cannor reft
wichout being employed in fuch a@ionsas ate
happylying. Allthe bufinefs of the Srare and
Plice is Glorious, and the perfedt freedom of
the Soul iy v molt needs reader it Llelled ;
And tefides whart the Body will be concerned
in anather Ly, there are fome purely Spirs
rual, whick belong hither: Morc efpecially
Three,

. AT fhall be filled with Divine Contempla-
rioms. By thefe fhall the glorifyed Under-
ftanding be cmployed, I fhall unweariedly
gaze upon foch delightful Objefls as fhall
fill it with Rapiotes 3 viz. the Glorious Pere
feftions of Ged, as niis own Portion, which
will fupply him with Erernal matter of trelh
Speculation,which will make tliem cver new,
The grear Myfleries of the Trinity, the Hy-
poftatical Union of the Two Narures in the
Perfon of the Son of God, the MyfticalUnion
of Believers to Chrift ; all the Series of Pros
vidence, the curious Contrivances in bringing
about the Livine Purpefes, and defeating the
Policies of Hell ; ali the new manifeltacions
of himfelf which God fha)l make 1o them,
will be furpriziog, and make them to fay, st
# good being bere. Thos will they be ¢vet
Driaking of the Rivers of Pleafures,

2, IT fhall alewzys exercift perfeffefl Love,and
Joy. The Soul it felf is not without fuch

Powers
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Powers inir. Thelizare rherclore dfcribed to
the Angels 5 becaufe rhey have fomething
Analcgous to them.  Defire and Hope fhall
row he fazisfyed, and Freivion thall par 2n end
to the exercile of them.  True, there are
fome chirgs abour which thele il be vin-
ployed, as the Refurreftion of the Body, and
the Happinels ot iv; bur thie things enjoyed
are pericét, and being enjoved, are no langer
expetted. Love will be Erernally imbracing
Gosl in"Chritt, and foliacing 3o &IF in its
bleflad Fruirions,  And thefi flull make itro
rejayee with Joy unfpeakable; and thisthall
coutinue For ever, 1 35, ule, And the ron-
Somed of the Lord fhall verara and cowe 1o Zion
with fongs, and everlafling joy apon their beads,
they (hait shrnat joy and pladncfs and forrow and
Jiehicy fall fiee dwdy,

3. [T fhati forever Celebrare the Glory of God
in Chriff. Though it hath no Topgue ar pre-
fenr o employ in Praifing him, ver, as the
Aungels are prelenced erying, foiytc. lfal6.3,
{o there is a wiy in which Glorliled Souls
can expiels themfelves in highefl Devotions
o God & Chrilt, who loved, and redeemed
them. They luve nothiog now o Pray for,
but the Refurreflion and Litt Judpmenr, in
refpett o themiclves ¢ And fo they are ceeu-
pied in Praifes in which they unweariedly
otiks New Sonas to fer forth the Glory of
(zod, and rheir own Happinels to rhe enjoy-
ment of him.  And whea the Soul is rorally
engaged in this, it now perfeltly anaing irg
laft e d, and in fodoingcianat bur beintirely
happy. But alas, how fmall a portion of
thele things do we kpow ?

Use. LET #he Chiblien of Ged then Com-
Forrihemfelves 1a their Privitedpe tertl thefe
Thoughis,  You at prefent Tabour pnder many
Difcouragements - Bodily Infirmitics clogg
vou, a Body of Dearh peflers you s the dark
Days of God’s hiding ot hisFace difquiet you:
the weight thar opprels your Sonls,make you
to cry cut ; the moleltacion of wicked Men,
and thz unhandfome ¢arrisges of the Godly,
nat a licle malett you, Now retreth your
felves wich this, This imprifoned Soul, will
ere long get its Liberty 5 then Fhall Know
Sin no more, then a1l Sorraws will be ar an
end, then the Wicked will ceafe from troub-
ling mez, and the Godly will no mote be angry
at me : Then I fhall fze and enjoy God, and
never lofe fight of him more; then I fhall
Confort with perfeét Saints and Angels. Let
this folace you 1n all yonr toil and trouble,
to think I 2m making hafte toleavea wroich-
ed World, and enjoy the end of my Faith the
Salvation of my Sool. ' '

[Yawuvary 16, 1699. 7

E have followed the Departing Soul
of the Believer, from its Earthly Ta-
bernacle to its Heavenly Habiwacion, and left



