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ADOPTION s an Act of GOD’sFree
Grace, whereby we are received into the
Number, and have a night to all the Pri-
vileges of the Sons of GOD.

E now procced to the Second Benchi
which derives from Chritt ro his Cal-
Yed 10 1his Life, Adeprivr, a moft Glorious
Privilege, the thovghts whereof is enough
to put us into raprures of Admiration, 1 Jobi.
3. L. Bebold, what manner of love the Fatber
Puth beflowed wpor us, that we fhonid pe called
vbe fons of God, Betore 1come toa particular
difeour{e of the Wature of ir, there are rowa
Doubts brictly ro be folved, viz, 1. Whether
Fafbfwation and Adoption, are twe difin@ Fri-
vileges € 2. Whether Adoption doth in order
of Nature follow after, and prefappofe Fulbifi-
eation € To both whereof 1 anfwer in the
Afprmarive, ard fhall endeavour brigfly to
vindicate each affertion.
. FUSTIFICATION and Adoption are two
diftin@t Privileges, and accordingly pught 1o be
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bandled aparz, in ihe Dotfrines of Divirity,
Doubtlefs all the precious Benefits purchafed
tor us by Chrift,&conferred upon us by hisSpi-
rie inapplication,arec worthy of our parcicular
Conremplaticn, and to be meditated on apare,
by all thefe thar afe {a kighly favoured, as
to be made partakers in them.  There are
that reler Adoprion to Juftification, and be-
caufe there are two parts in thar, viz. The
tardon of gur Sinr, and the decepting of ur
¢s Righteons, vo which lareer there belosgs an
adjudging of us to have a title ro all the good
that wias laid up in the promife made to per-
fe€t Obedience, which they teckon 1o be the
privileges ot’ Adoprion; and cherefore refee
it thereunto 3 and the rather, becsofe the
Apeltie in the reciting the order ot ent Sal-
vation, mentions it pot diftin€tly, bue conas
nett Juftifcation and Glorificarion, Rom. 8,
30. Whom ke juflificd, them he alfo glurified,
But it is oot tor nothing thar the Gofpel
takes diftin€t notice of thele two, and puts
fpecial remarks op this of Adoption; as
might be plentifully inflanced, fce, Romr 8.
14,0, Fpb-1.5 & ellewhere.And a tman may
be jultified, and yet not adopred, [ wean, in
the nature of the thing itfelf,for in the A ppli-
cation of the new Covenant thefe are infepa-
able ; and though rhefe do both belong to
the relative change, yet the relations made
by them are very diffcient. It is one thing
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to be ad judged Righteous, and anorher ro be
put among Children @ Oae thing to havs
(iod gccept us 35 4 Judge, another todo 1o
as a Father. And thevgh in bothatitle o
the Inheritance 15 declared tor us, ver iris
upon difterent groendss and the more claims
may he made. tbe fuller is the evidence, 1t
Adam had peidifted in his Inregrity, he had
gnjoyed this title in way of Jultificarion,but
not of Adoption s for it has its rooting in
the firlt Covendnr, whereas this, entirely be-
longs to, 2ud bhath its rifs from the rew Co-
yenant, DBelides, there are the Privileges
thar come by Adoprion which are not de
pending on Jultication s for doubtlefs, the
ttate of God's Children under the new Cove-
nanr, 15 berter than rhit ot Adem and bis
Polterity, would have been under thc firdl,
had he kept his uprightnefls, And as Adop-
tion is not namee, Rom. 8,20, {o neither is
Santtificarion, which yerisa diltinét Benchir,
and as this 18 incheded in 1har ol Glotificatt-
on, fo that in Jult'fication byua frequent
Scripure dyrehaocle,

2. ADOFTION doth 1 arder of Natwre fol-
low afrer, and profuppafe Fuflificarion. Iris
not @ mdités worthy of hot debarte, in what
order Wwe put thefe two Bencits, provided
we allow them their diftinGnefs; and yer 1t
is oF udvantage, to be rightly informed in
this, and to bulp to gudrd us againdt errors,
that are obtroded more eafily upon us, when

we have o confufed or difturbed method ot:
out Principles, not dgrecable 1o the ferm of

Jouad words, That thele Henelits are roge-
ther in time, is cerrain, they come in upon,
and with effettual Vocarions in the fime in-
ftant that the fnan ts juttifed, he isadopred.
Bur yet, there is 2 Preeedency in rhe nature
of therhing,and thersare fome that give this
to Adoption s but furely, as it is fomerhing
mere 1o be adepred, chan meerly to be jufti-
fied; fo it is requiiice thar the Sianer bz re-
conciled in order to bis being adopred,  A-
doprion ia realons prefuppoleth Rocencilia-
tion, whereas Reconciliation cannet prefup-
pole Adoption. We cannor with reafon think
thar God will take a perfon{or 2 Son and an
Heir, and vet hold him under a fontence of
Condemnation, thovgh it is cafy enousgh to
fuppolz Him to b recenciled to one, though
He doth not give Him this digaity. Befides,
the ArltPrivilege in order of pature, tollowina
on Faith, is Jultificacion, hy which jultitving
Faith we are intreduced into this Privilege
of Adoption, b 1. 12 Tt now follows,
that we lock 1nto, and rake fomc account of
this wondertul Benefir, And herc we may
fuft confider the Name, and then the Thing,

1. THE Nume put upon this Privilese wz.
Bdopriony the Greek word uled for it in the
New Teftament fignifies,the purring of onte fora
Child, 1. e, the giving of him the Honour and
Prerogative, that belongs by right to a Son,
and Heir, This word Tranllators render,by
that of Adoption ; and the wotd is not pro-
per, but analogical and allufive, The Spitir
of God making ule of ths civil cultem a-

mong men, in adopting firangers to bear
their pames, and inherit afcer cthem,, t6 fet
forth this dignity by 5 though the fimilirgde
dotk abundantly fall fhort, and i intompa-
#ably ¢xceeded by che thirg it is ufed 1o 1.
prelent. When God ufeth any earthly fmi-
litndes, ro expreis any Spiritual thirg by, it
15 in condefcendency to onr Lfiimicy, 41d 1o
accommodate It to our manver of pndere
ftanding.  Bur yer it always fuppofeth thdt
there s fome analogy in it, clie it were in
vain propofed to vs, gnder fuch a Notion
and inftead of helping,it would but sonfound
our apprehertion of the thi g, Bur yer, he-
caule Tuch refemblances do nor fully exprefs
what they are ufed tor, we are not to rarry
at them, and reltrain the conceprion of the
thing to them, but endeavour to wle rhet
as helps to our Faith, in fbaring hikher in
our Conremplation thercof.  Accordingly,
the agreements and the differences berween
Homane and  Divine Adoption, are ivell to
be obfcrved by us.  Here,

Y. THE ihings wherein they agree are, whit-
JSrever &5 offemisal to an Humane Adoptiod, For
{rom thence It 35, that the term is borrowed,
Now, 3 man is then faid to adope a petion,
when he doth {recly chufe and conliituck
ftranger, to be bis Hcir- The thing incend.
ed to be conferred by the Adopeer, on
the adopred, is Hiirffup s he hath a Name,
Honour, and Eftate of Tnheritance at his dif-
pofe, which he is willing to convey to ano-
ther, indoing whereof he puts the title and
privilege of 2 Son vpen him, The Sutjett
cf this is a ftranger, 1. e. one whom he was
not ohliged by any hond of nature ro beltow
fuch a tavour vpon ; for, it be were his oWn
Son, the namg, title and heirthip, would nor
derive to him, by right of Adoption, bur of
MNature, The way in which this is introdga
ced, is upon free choice ol the perfon ; he
was at his full liberty, he might hdie pift
Lty this Perfon, ard put in anocher, without
wraong or injultice done him, it was his own
meer motion, and the reafon of it wis with
himfelf, Tlheactitfeltisin the conftituting
the Perfon ro have a fure right to this Heir-
fhip, And this is uibally done by 2 Will or
Tettament,figned fealed Zavrefted. Now inalL
thelz relpellis,the refemllance helds, os will
appear inlaying open the Deleription givan,

2. THE Diffcrences between thefe are ma-
nifold.  The molt oblervable whereof are
thefe,

. IN the grounds or reafons of their adope-
g, Men indeed at cheir liberty in chufing
the Perfons, yet there isa fort of nmeceflity
conftraining them to the Thing itfelf, and
that is double, neither of which can be faid
of God,

(1) MEN muft die and lIeave sheir Effates
bebind them, and their name would be forgerizn;.
if they Bad rio Heir 1o fucceed shem. PAAL, 49,
10, For be feerh that wife men die, itkewife he
foal, and the brarifb perfort perifh; and feave
their wealth 1o others. They  therefore T1K¢
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this way to perpetuaic their memory alter
they are gone, But God lives forever, and
his memorial is to all generations. _

2. MEN many times fail of Meirsof therr
pwa Hodies, and fo mult rake ina_ firarger if
tbey will have one, True, Hiftories give us
the account, of fsme that have affumed 2
ftranger into Co-heirthip with their own
Sons, which more nearly refemblerh this,
Rom. 8. 17- If chidren, then beirs, bors af
Ciod, and joyear-beirs with Chrrfl. But ufuaily
it is for want of a lineal defeent, hence that,
Gean. 15- 2. dnd  Abram furd, Behold, 1o me
thea bafl piven no feed o oad I, one born in my
bowfe 15 mne Boire Whereas Ged hath
an omly begotten Sen, who cver plcafid
him, 20d on whom he hath conteried the
heirthip, 4feb. 1, 2. And weare adopred in
and wich him,

2. AMONG men, the adapted mull wair for
the deaih of the Adipter, in arder 1o Dis inberit-
amer, [t comes by fuccetlion 5 the one mult
go off the (tage, to make way for the orhers
entravee, and taking poflefhon » whereas In
this, therg is no furcetion. God bives, and
though Chrift died rto purchafe the Inheri-
wance for us, yet he is alive,and lives forever;
and we live, and have @ joyot participation
with him ; hence thar, Job, 14 19, Becaufe
I five, ye fhall tive alfo.

7, MEN may change their minds while
they live, and put one our, and take another
in if they pleafc. o, thar as long as they
live, the adopted hath no afTurance, but isat
wncerrainty, snd may on the leaft difgolt be
Aiicarded. Men may make new Teltamenrs,
and the fafF W27 mult ttand. Bur GodsAdop-
tion is immutable, if once Dbe puts any into
the number of his Children, they fhill abide
> torever. We read,Rem.rr. 29, For the gifts
and calitng of God are withenr wvepetaitce,
And this is one of thoft Gftsy for, glthough
it pafieth in Time, yeo it was purchafed in
the days of Ercrnity, Ephor.5.

4. THEY 8iffer in the impulfive Caufe that
moves them 1o chife this ratler then ansther,
Fot. thongh men do att {ponrancoudly, and
without compulfion ; yer, they fee fome-
thing in the perfon fo chofen, which iy the
morive, and derermines them, girher ncar-
nef’s of Kindred, or winning natutal endow-
me 115, of vertuous inclinations, which make
them hope they will be a cred'}lt to them.;
and many times, theit finding their expettari-
ons fruftrate in their life time, is the reafon
why they aleer their Wills; whereas God
faw no diffcrence, between thofe whom he
parpofid ro adopr, and others, 2nd when he
comes oftually to apply the Adoption o
them, there is nothing in them at all to
comtend them to him more then others
He doth not jind, bur makes the diflerence
there is herween  his adopred Childrep and
others Epb. 2, 2, 3. Tir.3-3, Hence,

s. THEY differ in the manrer of 1be intro-
duttion of the adopred inio Heirfbip. Mep in-
deed att their owy prudence in rheir choice,

and prefume they rake fuch perfons as will
prove themfelves worthy 5 but they take
them as they are, and mult run the rifgue
ot it. They may willy, bar they cannot ina
fufe good qualities into them, whereas God,
in order to the adopting of any, doth rege-
nerate them 5 {o thar be makes way to this
relative change, by working 2 real onein
them. And here, that we may he diftinft
in our corceptions of the Adeption under
confideration 5 we tuft obferve, thar there
are twe ways in which we are faid in the
Gafpel, to become the Children of God, vis.
By Regenerarion and ddeprion, and we mullt
beware that wedo not confound thele, and
muke them one. The change which is
wrought in a Sinner, in Converfion or Effee-
rual Vocation, is in Scriprure called the
New Birrh, and chote thar are o converted
are (aid vo he born of God becaufe, as rhe
work hath a refemblance to a natural Bireh,
o the Spirit of God is the aurthor of'it, and
the ¢nd of it s, that we may live as Chil-
dren, 1o the Glory of God, And, becaufa
Ged will have no adopred Children,bus fuch
as (hall thus lve to his Glory. He theie-
fore makes ways to their Adoption by rheie
Kepensration, hence thar, Gal. 3. 26, For ye
are all 1he ohildren of God by faith in Chrift
Fifus,  And it 1s on helieving that this Pri-
vilege is heftowed upeon them, Joh.s. vz, Bar
a5 mamy ar bedieved on bim, ro them gove be
prwer i brceme the Soms of God, even o them
ihat belirve on bis Neme, And indeed, all
the newCovenantBenefits come rathe people
ot God npon their beirg o called: Borh their
Jultification, Adeprion and the reft, o5 barh
tormerly been oblerved, Qur bulingfs there-
fore at prefent, is not with regencration, by
which ir is introduced, but the Adoption it
felf, which is brought in upon it

LET us proceed to the confideration of if,
as it is 12id open before us, inthe Deferipti-
on given of iry in which, as in the former,
weare to obferve the gemeral and the fpeeinl
narure of it

v. THE general nature of itis, It iean ail
of God's Free Grace, and herein it agrees
with Juitification, which allo bath the jame
general nacure afligned o it

1. IT % an A#,  What is intended in this,
and hew it differs from that which we call
a Werk, hath bezn already taken ap account
of under the head of Juftification, which 2-
mennt in fum to thos much, wiz. that the
change produced by it being relative,it doth

‘not work any alteration in his nature, but

only applies ro hima new flate, which is
done by an aft of faveur ;and bence ir is not
Regereration though ir accempany it, bhe-
cagle in that there is a change in the pature,
according ro, 2Cor. 5.17. Therefere if any mant
be in Clrifi be 3¢ a new Creature s old thinge
are paft away, bebold, all things are become new.
As abio becaufe ir'is palt at once, and per-
fefted in an inftant ; whereas a Work is fup-
pofed to be fuccedaneous. Thete are node-

gIecs



B Quelt XXXIV.

grees in Adoplion, A Believer is as much

Child of God, inthe firlt jnftarg of his being
made {o, as ever; nor are they in Heaven
more {o, than thoefe on Earch, 1 Foho3 2 It
is true, thers are the degrees of the manilel*
ration of it, and that bork te themfvlves dnd
to others; they may now doubt abour ity
burere loog i fuall be put quire beyond
Queltion ; vhe Waorld do not at prefent know
theny, bur they fhall appear fhorcly like
themietves, v Fuln 20 20 Hence we read of
the mantfelfapion of the fons of trod, Rom. s.19.
And this i3 inteoded by the Adoprion fp-:w]ict_l
of, ver. 23 viz the bringivg chem o poffels
the Inleritance, which rhey 2rc adoprad 0.
Heoce alfo there are feps and demiees of
their cijoyleg the privilege of A(lwpriarj_
They bave all now anly in Hope, huter'e
Yong they flall bave icin full pofiffion.
They now only reccive vhe firdd fraits and
carnzfls of the lnbericamee, ar Dea b theie
Souls goto ficre it, and Soul and Rody atier
the Relurrzétion,  Bur chefe thirgs though
they are confzquent upan i, ver do not pro-
perly helong to the narure ol Aduprion, I_Jut
reter to Glorilication, ard may be there fpo-
ken of.  Adeption as it is an A7, 15 done by
God, though it rerminares on the perfon a.
dopreéd.  And herz it may be inquired, Wie-
gher it be ant fsomamenr and excrnel o tran tent
arnd remperary i 7 For both of thete Albts
arg artnibuted to God, in otir wiapner of cons
ceprion,  To this it may be replied, thar the
Foundation tor this was taid 15 the Fteemal
Drzcree of God which is an immanent A& :
in that he appointed vs 1o be made pirrakers
of this Privilzge, and it was rhere fccured,
fo thar it canpor fail, Eph.rs. Having predef-
pinated ws unro (he adoption of dhiidren by Fofus
Chrift to bimfelf, according 1o the good frledfure
of bre will. ~And fndeed, all the goed that
we partake of in Time, had i beginning
there.  This Privilege alfo was indenred for
in the Covenunt of Redemprion, and accord-
tugly purchafed for us by Chrill, and o e
Hows down to us, through his merir, accord-
ing to the promife of the Vather, Gal. 4. 3.
o redecam them that wers wnler the lema, that
we might receive ihe wdopiion of fins, But the
Adoprion idelf) by which we are pue among
Children, and made abtual iloirs of God, s
a vranfient temporaty AEH and s apnliel THE
on our helievirg in Chrilt,  Refore thisrime
wz were atiens, enemivs, in the famo {hare
with the reft of the rubbith of Mankingd.
Henee we read Iyh, 2, 3, Dera 2,14, We it
therefore acquainied with a ICHPOTATY Pul.
tng menamong Children, and the way how
it is bronght about.

2 T G an AH of Golrs Epee Ciraes, 1. el ix
hath no dependance oy any thirg in the
Craatnre, to move God g ir, but ffows from
his mess mond vlealire. We have butore
ebfurved, how Jultification is fo, all which
migne e applied hicher,and argoe as ftrong-
Yy and Bflicicntly tor this. Aud indeced, if
ivwere Ivee Grage to Jullily us, who were
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in our natural effare wnder Condemnation,

how much more then mult i be, to adopt
fuch Crearures as Children, whichis an Liigh-
¢r Honour pur upan thein, and 4 more emi-
nent Privilege.  But, befides thar, 1 hero inay
be {omerhing mare particularly poted here
refpelting the Grace of (1ad, fhiving our ip
our Adoption.  We obferved, that the Grate
apperring in Jultificarion, is God's pardoning
and proncuneing us righteous, without any
merit of surs, yea, when we deferved the
contrary,  Now there may he this pooulise
remnk, made on our Adoption, rthar {0d
doth it wirhour any Jovclinefs or delireahlo-
neis in uz, hut the cantrary unicvilinels,iod
odiot(nels thar was upon us. o is roug, in
as much as thelt Benoling accompany Conver-
fion, that a5 God ropother wich Jultifying
us, putsan Evavgelical Righwesuiicly and
Holinefs inro us, and doth nor leave Us uis
der the seigning power of our fults, {o rege-
ther with adopting us, he Purs a beaury & 4
Lovelinefs upon ns.adorning us with his fmage
and Grace; which Chrift declarerh hovi
much he 15 waken with, Canr 4. 4. Bur thisg
doth not obfeure, but enhance this Grace of
his 5 in as much 2s he doth it, apd it fows
{rom the fime love wherewith he adofis us,
This is excellemly fer forth, in allegoricak
exprethons, Ezek. 16, begin, Here then lec
us oblerve,

V. LHAT God 15 an boly God, .and joves Hpe
lnefs, and bares Iniguity. This thercfore is
one peealiar difplay which he makes of hiz
Holinefs, as we are told, Helv 1-13, Ard pa
wonder, fince his Malirels is bound For his
Glory, aud will advance it in all his Works,
and there is nothing that fats itfelf direétly
in oppofition to his Glory byt Sin, and thae
dath, Ram. 2. 33, For alibave Jirmed, and come
Jhore of 1he glory of Gad.

2 YHAT we in onr nararal flate, are wndep
the mof Dorriie Diformizy and Polluiion i and
thereby are juflly odions 10 un hely Ged, 8in
is called the “wbominable thiay 8. For. 44. 4.
And the Sirner Uy b, renders himfelf vile,
v 8am, 202 And Sinis in Scripture compa-
1ed to the moft filchy and loathfome thingsy
and this is the natarat {tare of all, fer torth
by the {ad condition of an expofed Infant,
brek. 16 begin. We are born in the Image
of fallen dderr, and Gud cannae bur delpila
this Image, wherever he fees ir,

3. WHEN God comes 1o pick wo out of the
World, and mapr y¢ bis Children, be finde us
thus defifed amd loathfame, We wore not only
{o belore in our birch, but he tound yg 1o,
and faw us {5, in the very inftant when ha
paft the word op us, by which we were rege-
nerated, lzed ve 5 Whatlosver is dons
preparitotily to make as iinfible of gur Mis
fery, yer it ahides upeir us, and is npot ree
moved 1ill Le comes by kis Spirie, to produce
ir in ws, i our Converlion, in which is our
lielt paftage from Death to Life,

g0 VHALY 1n and with HMis reageeing ws be
Adoprs us. Thetels indecd an ordeg of mapure

]
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to be obitived in thele things, elfe we thall
not kngw the true reference of one 1o the
other. Bur there is no inftant of Tome that
paffeth between them 3 Adoption is infepas
rahle from Regeneration ; we ohftrved there-
fore, that this relation 15 intreduced vpon
our belicving, trom, Gal 3. 26, Forye are ull
the children 5f \Jad by fuzth in Ulwifl Fofus,

§. HEANCH, tegeiber with this be puts Pis
ownr Cameline[s wjoll &5, ta mafe us fouely, In
Convetrfion, theie is a renovation, theg 52
beauty and amiablencts which God will hu-
frow upon kis Children: They {hall have the
finsgeand Tikenels ot their Facher upon them,
and be no lorgzr like other mea, Henee we
are excited to holinelifrom theconfideration
of this relation, 1 Per. 1. 15, 16, Buras Dz
which hath cified you 4 boly, fr be ye boly inatl
mapaer of converfution 5 Decaafe 1t is writichy
B ye holy, for Luae by, And God doth ir,
by sderning them wirh the Gisces of bis
Spivit, Ilence thar, Bzed 16,9, 14,

6, HENCE he dotl not Alopt us, breanfe we
were fovely, bat that we might be fo.  'Lhis
Buachr, Inthe coolevting ic on ux, had no
selhatl 1o any aprecedaneous dedireablecefS in
us, fuf there was rons, but te ¢ic tall was
to foliow ir, which we were o togeive by
the indwelling of the Spirit in us, who is
given with ir, and is for that sexlon called
the Spirit of ddoption, in, Remb.15, God faw
25 much beavry in others asin us, and that
was none at all.  Aod heoce, that yet he
fhould adopt us, is a demenitration of his
upcanceivable Grace,

LET then the thonghts of this wonderful
Privilcdge, and the joynt confideration of onr
own vilenels when ol came to bring vs into
a participation in it, il us with Soul-abafing
thouglis, and rranfpore our hearts with in-
exnrciiible Admiration, at the incompatable
Yove nf God hercin manifefted to us, & help
us ro comimofare, and maks pathetical com-
mentarics on that tranipotting paflage of the
Apcitie, 1 Toh. 2. 1. Bebodd, whar manner of
frve the Father bath beflowed apon us, that we
Shawid be caticd the Sons of Gads
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2, YT tollows that we confider of the Special

Naure of this Benefir, in which we
fhitl have a farther difplay of the wonder-
fully Free Grace of God ciinently appearing
in it. For the clearing of this these arc three
Things that lic befote us to be infjuired into.
1. The Srate thar we are adinined into by
Adiption vrz.of theChildren of Ged. 2. The Way
in which we are admirced inte this Brate,
we are received inro the Number. 3. The
Gloricus Advenmtage that nectues to 08 by it,
we have @ Rist 10 all 1he Priviledees of fuch,
Thefe thi.zs may be bricHy laid cpen botore
us.



