SERMON CXXI

E have confidered what is done by the
W Spirit ot God in a man, 1o order to
the impowering and inclining of him o Be-
lieve, which is the thing mainly pointed to,
in the dafwer before ns.  Here we have the
hahit of Ydith,together with all orher Graces
produced, in which we are paffive, RBuc
Effettual Callizg is not compleared i s, rill
we have an{wered the Call given us by the
Spirir, which is done by actual Believing :
in which alfo there is his agency oy co-ope-
ration ; which is intithared in that we are
told, notonly that he Enablerh  bar alfo that
he perfiwades us 10 Embrace an offered Savigur,
1.¢. to believe in Chrift. Under which pes-
fwafion, we before obferved, is contained,
both a difpofing or incliring the man to do
fo, and a drawing forch of thar inclination
into a&l.  The former of thefe is already {po-
ken unto; the Jatre# pow comes undér odf
Confideration,

TOUCHING the Narare of faving Faith,
our Catechilm will afrerwards call us to 4
diftin&t account of it. Our prefent bufinef’
is to take notice, How tbe Spirit of God drows
it out into afl in Effefual Cafling, And hers
we may firlt obferve fometbing in gemerat
referring ro aftual Converfion, to which this
belongs : And thea more particuiary, to the
exertion of this Grace of Faith, in the Souls
embracing of Chsilt, on the free offer & invitas
tion given it

L IN the Gederal Confiderdtion of A&tive
Converfion, ler thefe things be obferved,

1. THAT ibere is an altive ar wel] ar @
pailive Converfion, Indecd that was propetly
defigned for this. The principles of faving
Grace dre pur into the man on purpofe that
hemay be enabled to exercife fuch Graces 23
are required of him. The Spiric’s drawing,
and our running have a4 connexion, Cant.1.4.
Draw mwe, we will ran after thee;, Man was
made altively to ferve God, withour it he
lofeth hisend. Hence thar, Ifai.43. 21 This
peopie bave 1 formed for my feif, they foull fhew
Jorth my praife. And the Apoft/e’s way of argu-
ing, Gal-5. 25. If we live in the Spirit, Iet us
alfe waik in the Spirir, Gtace would be jn
vain puatiato us, if it fhould not be exercifed,
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2, THAT when the Spirit bath done the firfi
work, ihere is now an altive Principle 17 the
aman. He was before dead, but now he is
quickned, Epb 2.1, It is ot the very pature
of that Work, to make the mau alive again,
who before had no {piritual life in him- It
puaLs an ahility into him to ptf:rfo_rm gracious
attions : For Grace 1z the babir, is a power of
acting gracionfly.  Ele now bath ftrength, who
before had none. Hence thar, Phila 13 ean
do all igs threughChrift which Grengtbneth me-

3. THT all e altions of this Converfion,
are truly and firoperly done by ihe man bimjelf.
Thenew Creature is not a litelels lnlhume_nr-,
but his gractous attions arc dgne_by a h\!_lng
Agent, exerring an inward principle of life,
that is its owa.  Though the ability is trem
Ged;yet it is an ab.lity that he hath infufed
into the man, 2nd made his. God therefore
acknowledgeriz thefe afls ro his Peaple. And
Faul could fay, [ lroe, Gul. 2, zc,

4. THAT yer thefe altiens cannot be done,
sirhons the effciency of 1he Spirit. No true
Convert can att gracionfly, without bis help.
There is a dependance of sl the altivity of
our Grace on his co-operation. He _dorh not
enly give Grace, burallo helpsitin its work.
W har elfe is intended, in Jobo 150 5. IVabowt
me ye cun do norhing. There could beno im-

rovernent of our piritwal lite, bat for him,
Gal 2. 20. Indeed, the Creature depends on
him, as to all jts patural aftions. The fite
burns not, &c. bur by his concomitant influ-
ence, Aif, 17, 28, And if'it be fo, in aélion_s
putely natnral, can i be otherwife in thefe
that are fpiritual and fupernarural ?

5. HENCE, There is the Operation bosb of
the Spivit of Gol, and of ihe wan lbinfelf, in
the aiting of thofe Graces.  And this is one
mala difference between the firlt and fecond
Converfion: inthat the Spirit only was aEh.Ue,
and the Soul paffive, but here, hub are attive,
In that the power was given, in this it was
exerted, not only in, hur alfo by the man.
And therefore, though the efficiency he_ at-
tibuted to the Spirir, in regard of his
neceflary co operation 5 yet the formaliy of
the aftion is alcribed to the man himfeifl
The Spiric helps us to believe, ro repent, to
pray, &c. bur it is vot he that believes, &c.
bur we. Thefetwo are therefore put tegerher,
Phil. 2. 12,13. Work oat your cwa falvation
with Year & trembling, For it 15 God which
worketh in you, both 10 wil( and to do of bis good
pleafare. . .

6, THAT the Spir1,£5 the man, do nor afl in
Co-ordination. Thisiswarily tobe obferved,
They do not att as two Joynrt efficients, divi-
ding the work berween them,as being equally
concerned in it ; and {o take each kis partto
do - or, as itf we were 1o do what we can,
and rhe Spiric were todo the reft. But there
is an entire {ubordiration in this affair. We
work cut our own Salvation,and ver bhe works,
Fhif, 2. 12, 13, And let it be well obfzrved,
thar the Spirit works as the principal Agenr,
and firlt mover, and we as the lefs principal,
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who being moved, do move. They ofter a
grear affront to the Spirit of God, thatailign
him only the place of ap aduvant efficient,
woiking under us. The beginning of every
gracious a&tion in us, is of God, he fers us on
work : when he moves thetn, then our Graces
do move, So David underftond, Plal119.22.
Why elfeisir, thatit he leaves us, we do not
act ourGraces,but ourCorraprion? 2Chr.32.21.

7. THAT thefe aéfions are nos diverfe, but
the fame, i1 which cach of thefe,1tés in bis order.
We are not bere to caguire whac of the Work
is done by the Spirit, and what of ir is done
by the Converr, trom the principle of Grace
in him, fo as ro atlign this part to the one,
and that to the other. Bur it is the {ame
all, wherhier ot Faith,or of Love,&¢. in which
both are efficients.  True,there is corruption
miging with the belt attions of God’s People,
which is neither 1o be afcribed to the Spirir,
nor to the Grace in them, but to their TEw
maining concupifcence, Rom.7. 20. Bur their
gracious a&tinns belong entirely 1o bodh 3 1o
the Spiriv as the principal, to the man wich
refpett to his Grace, as the {uhordinate effj-
cient- Henee he is1aid to work a/f our works
i us, Hai. 26 12. Qur works, i+ e the works
that wedo, he doth them ton - the fame,and
not other. Only ler us oblerve this difference,
He is only an efficient, whereas the Convert
is an efficient and a fubjett 100 : the Work
is wrooghr in him, as well as by him, and
fo the effeft belongs to us atrributively, and
not to him, i.e. it s not He that is converted,
but we, for he doth not work it upon him-
{elt, bur upon us. Heimproves the Principle
that is in us,which by his concurrence exercs
itfelf.

8, THAT though the aftions produced are the
Tame,yerihe aitings of 1heSpiris $5of theConvert
in them are diverfe.  For:hey aretwo diltinét
Agents, and they alt in a different order.
There is therefore fomething rhar the Spiric
doth of himfelt, and fomething thar the man
doth by the help of the Spirit. So that the’
they concur in che fame altion, yer their
Agency 15 not alike.  Here then let us
oblerve,

1. THAT in the bringing of the Habits
of Grace into afl, there are three things
more {pecially done by the Spirjr.

(1.) HEupholdssbe Principle of Grace which
he barh wrowght in ws. He no {boper harh
ingenerated it in us, but he puts an Everief-
ing Arm wnderneath to fupport and preferve
it. The habit of Grace wounld die as foon as
it is made to live, it he did not keepir alive.
Bat hisirfluence fallethupon it in the moment
of its praduttion, and never leaves ir. Hence
that, 1 Pet. 1. 5. Who are kept by the power of
God through faub unts fz'vation. And this
fultentation is never withdrawn. Hence that
is one title pur upen Believers, Jude 1. —
Freferved in Frfus Chrifi—.

(2.} HE excites thefe Graces to their aff.
He not only keeps the principle in life, but
prompts it to irsaftings, Thereis a fegang
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pend of the Spirit fer to the work of Conver
fion, for the drawing torth of Grace into att,
aud that is done fultly by excitation; as
there is 2 quickning in regeneration, fo there
$s one after it, which Dauvid fo oftea prays for,
in Pfal. 119 and elfewhers.  And this exci-
tation is both meral and piyfal,  Heinvites,
and nieth Arguments with the map, and fo
it is moral ; but he withal puts in his finger,
and makes a powerful imprellion. And this
is the Acft thing whercin the Sonl difcerns
the fpecial Grace of God. o

(3.) HE affills zbefe Graces intheir alf. The
man being thus excited; exerts thar grace o
prompred ; bat ftill thereis a continuance of
the infinence of the Spirit, which Tuns not,
only 1o our willing,but our dotne oo, Phul2.13.
bur for which, this a&t would never be pro-
duced. Paz/ difowns fufficiency tor azboughe
that is geod, 2 Cors 3. 5. The atticn would
die in the birth,if he did novcarry it through.

2. THERE is that alfo, which is done by
the Convert in this Affuir, vis. that be ails as

a rational, volaniary, jelf-moving lnflrume s of

the Spirir.  Though all beings bave theirde-
pendance upon God for their aftivity, yeche
hath put a life ihto fome, as a principle by
which they act under him, There is alfo in
fome Creatures, reafon,and will,deliberation,
and efeftion 5 and cerrainly the Creature
hath jts aétivity in fuch allions ;3 how elfe
could the fame attion be counted righrecus
as from Gad, and charged as wicked on 1be
Inflruements, as Afts 2. 23, Here then ob-
ferve, - ) .

(1) THAT ihe man,in Converiing of bimfelf,
offs but @t an Intkrument of the Spirir.  We
have obferved,that he ats notineo-ordination,
bur fubordination. Now all fubordinate A-
gents, are either adjuvanr, or inftrumental,
That he is not an adjuvant,helping theSpiric
in his work, is certain ; for the Spirit helps
him, and not he the Spirit: nor doth the
Spirit need hishelp. Whar he doth,he doth
jt of himfelf. It remains therefore, tharwe
can be only inftrumeantal.

(2.) THAT tbough be be an Infrument, yer
be # a living Inftrument, be bath o prineiple
of fpiritnal lifein bim, He lives, and 1o hath
g power of felf motion in him. For furiraal
Lifeis a power of fpiritual Affions. And puis not
only a moving, but a rational lite that he hath.
Every faculty being Cc_)nVerred, and having
fuitable principlesinfoledinwo it.  Faz! faich,
I cant do, 3¢, Phil. 4. 13, .

(3.) HENCE the Grace in bim readily enter-
gains the Applications of the Spirit, and 1m-
braceth sbem. The Spiritcometh in theWord,
fpeaks in the Soul by ir, fets it home, and
the Soul entertains it; and by an att of its
own, reflels it back again. Plal. 27, 8. When
thou faidf?, Scek ye my face, my beare faid wmto
shee, Thy face, Lord, willl feek. God helps
him, but it was his bearz that faid it.  So,
Cant. 5. 4. Draw me, we will vun ofrer thee,
He engaseth by an att of his own : and this
is the {avieg att,becaufe it lows froma faving
principle,

(4.) HE now accordingly puts forth rhe Gra‘®
that 15 it bim, to the daing of the o it feif.
The Spirit excites and aflits, and in this
{tiengeh, he fets about & dorhit.  7ob faith,
Lrepent in duft and afies, Job 42,6, And this
is the fame alt which the Spirit wronght in
him, which he alfo works, as being moved
and afted by the Spirit of God. And thisis
the mannet of affive Converfion,

II, WE proceed 10 confider the Parris
cular Exertion ot the Grace of Faith, in the
Souls Bmbracing of Chiift on the fre¢ offet
and invitation given it. And there needs the
lefs to be faid of it, becaufe it is only an
exemplification of that one Grace, in com-
pliaice with the Gofpel call, bidding of us
to believe in Chrilk for Salvation, Which is
doubrlefs drawn out after the fame manner,
with all the other Graces of the Spirit thac
are pur into us.  Here then let a few things
be taken notice of.

1. THaT the Spirit of God baving wrought
a mew Principle in the Soul, bolds Chrilt as tbe
Objeit of ¥aub bifore ir, in all bis glorious
Sufciency, invirirg bid, and encoureging
bim 1o believe om bim, There is a gené-
ral Tnvitatlon given to ¢/ 1o whoin Chrift
is rec.mmended in the publication of the
Gofpel.  But there is a niore fpecial and
peculiar Invitation prefented to fome,in whotid
the Spiric of God hath been ar work, to pre-
pare aud difpole them foric. Such is that,
Mar. 11. 26, Take myp yoke upon you, (5 learit
of me, for Lam meek and lowly in bearr @ and
ye fhall find veft unto your fouls. The Spirit
indeed makes the offer o {fuch as have no
inclination to imbrace it ; but he continties
ir to fuch on whom he hath been at woik, 10
gnable and incline therh to ir, that fo,hdving
wrought the Will, he may alfo work the
Deed. He therefore tomes in and with the
Word, holds the glafs before the man, and
fers homie upon him 21l thofe Arguments by
which he may be moved,as a Confe by Counfef,
to give a welcothe entertainment 10 the offex
made.

2, THE renewcd Underftanding improves
the Conviflion and lllamination wrounght in iz,
10 give in its verdid for Chii i, and commends
bim to the Will ar 2 fuitable Objed of Faith,
The man was before blind, but now he hath
eyes, and hecanfee: and the Spirir, together
with holding the Object before him, excites
him to turn his eyes upon it, and gives him
fich a fighc of Chrilt, asdraws forcth 2 com-
pleat affear of his Underftanding. And now
the former Cenviction of his fin and mifery
abiding on his Confeicnee, keeps in Lim a
lively apprehenfion of” his abfoluté neceflity
of Salvation by one thacis able; and being
entirely perfivaded that Chrift is fuch an
Oie; difcerning his glotious Exceliencies,
every way adapted ro afford complear Sal-
vation to the miferable Sinner - he comes 1o
this firm Conclufian,that Chrift,and he alone,
is an Obje&t ro be trulted in for Erernal Life.
As they, Joh. 6, 68. Lord, ia whomt fhall we
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20 = thou haft the words of etermal life.  And
becaule the Underdtanding is the Wills Coun-
feller, it recommends this refult to theWill,
for the determination of its choices Itfaith,
Liere thou mull rett, He & oble &, Heb7.25.
And there 5 Salvatisnin mo other, e, Aéta-12.
Ic faich, Acccpr of Chrilt, and thou fhalr be
happy tor ever. Pfal 16. 8. Heis offered to
thee, 1ake him, apd he fhall be thine; and
thou fhalt never repent of ir, but be farisfyed
in ir, Bl é23. 5.

3. THE Will bereupon finds in itfelf a mighty
Anclinaiion, and Irrefifiible, to caff irfelf wpon
Chrift for Salvation. There are indzced many
fears, doubts, relu€tancies, fomented by the
carnal part in him; and though they may
be,in the very inftant ftirring, and difturbing
ef him, yet there is a prevalency of thePow-
er and Grace of the $pirir, which draws out
the Hearc after Chrilt ; heis now willing 10
forfake all his other erufts fox him., Irisa
fudden Change, the Will is faced about at
once. He that refufed Chrift before, now
Iongs for him, and is ready to reccive him,
As, Cant. 6. 12. Or ever 1 was aware, my fou!
made me fike the chariots of dmmi-nadth,  And
to forfake all for him, £/ul 45. 10. He now
sefolves, be mult have Chrilt, or he dies; if
he bave him not, he muit perith, aud it he
comes 10 him and be rejelted, he can bt
perifh : And this is the Conclufion thar he
fixerh upon, and he cannot be moved fiom.
Chrift is the Pear/ of price : and he refolves
to fel/ all for him, and ler Satan, and the
World, acd his own corrupt part fay what
they can to beat him off from it, he remains
unmoveable,

4. THE Soul berenpen aceepts of the Invita-
ticn, and canfenrs to the Call. The force of
this Inclination is drawa forth into afl, and
o the Affent given by the Underftanding, is
fettled with the Confent of the Will. And
there are more efpecially thefe things in i

(2.} IT receives 1he Teltimony that i given
of Chrifl, and acquiefceth init. It is of the
nature of all Faith, that it receives a report
npen the credic of the Author of it.  Naw,
the great things that concern Chrift as a Sa-
viour, are of Revelation. God hath declared
them to us in the Gofpel ; and the Spirit is
the witnels of them, in the Hearts of thofe
that cordially entertain them. And thisisthe
foundation of the Souls acceptance and con+
fent:  This therefore Fobn commends as a no-
ble alt of faich, John 3.33. He thar barh re-
ceived bis reftimony, bath fer 10 bis feal, that
God is grue.  The Underltanding commends
Chrift, according to the Gofpel difcoveries
made of him, afted upon it with a powerful
fuafion ; and the Will faith, [ receive it, and
dare to adventure for Erernity on the truth of
it And thisis that which the Apgfle fo
commends in thofe whom he writes unro,
1 Per. 1, 8

(2,) IT embraceth 1he Promife of the new
Covenant, in which Safvarion is engaged on be-
liewing, As God in the Gofpel difcovers the

{ufliciency of Chrift to fave, fo with it he
propofeth the terms of a Covenant, in which,
together with commanding us to believe, he
engageth Salvation to us,upon our fo doing ,
which Promife is the handle which Faith
hath 1o faften its hold apon. Now Chrift
hath faid, John 6. 37, AZ that the Father giv-
erh me, fhall come to me : and bim that cometh
to me, I will in o wife caft our. This is the
Sonls encouragement to come, and it takes
him at his word : It faith, I am perfuaded,
that as be is able, fo he is faithful and nevet
did, nor ever will deceive thofe who dare
to adventure upon his word : Iam fatisfied,
that upon believing on him, I cannot mifs of
obtaining the erewn of Life.

(3.) IT bereupor adventures itfelf on Chrift
as ¢ Saviour, Chrift invites him, and holds
forth the Promife to him, and the heart be-
ing moved by it, moves to him, and embrac-
eth him. He {aith, Come 10 me, caff tby burden
on me,take mé fur thy Salvarion : And the Soul
replies, Bebotd Icome 5 and in coming to him,
it lets go and witerly relinquitheth every
other retiance thar it had. It faich as, Hof.
14. 4. It {ces that there is no help to be had
in any other chjelt ; and now it concludes
that he fhall be its Objett, as, Pral. 142, 4,5.
And this Adventore is an aét of Faithy it is
the full refult ot the Will, and by ir the
Soul enters into Chrift, and takes pofitflion
of him, as his habiration, and rotk of fafery.
And indeed it is beyond the power of natute
to make fuch an adventure, as a Soul perith-
ing doth, when under the deepeft fenfe of
Sin and Unworthinefs, it cafts itfelF upon
Chrift.

(4.) IN 1his Adventure it frecly commits
itfeif t¢ Him for Safery. Hence that of Faxl,
2 Tim 1. 12, I know whom I bave believed and
Lam perfuaded that be is able to keep thar which
Ihave commirzed unto bim ogain@ thar day,
He now purs his very Life and Soul into the
hands of Chrift- As he, Ffa/ 31.5. He re-
folves that Chrift hath « mighty Arm, that is
able to fecure him from all danger 5 that in
him there is fecurity againft all the Curfes
of the Law, againtt all the endeavours af the
rearing Lion ibar feeks to devour him; thac he
is an bigh Tower, and a municion of Rocks,
He therefore makes himfelf over unto him,
puts himfelf into his Hands: Saith as, Pfal.
62, 5, 6. My foul wait thou enly upon God : for
#y expelation is from him, He only is my vock
and my falvation : be is my defence 5 { fhall
not be moved, He gives himlelf up to Chiilt
as the high Prieft, Prophet and King of hig
Salvation ; refigns himfelf up to be jultified
by his Righteouinefs, direted by his Spirit,
and governed by his Laws, and depends now
intirely upon him for all thar conduét where-
by he may be hronght to enjoy the parchafed
Foffeffien : And faith as he, Plal. 73. 24. Thou
Shalt guide me with thy counfel, and afterward
receive me 1o glory.

(5.} AND zmpwm it takes upits ftand, & refls
bere forever. He had beer wandring from
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mountain to hill, but now he¢ is gorten into
his Roek, and there he will abide, Pful v2.
7,8 He makes an abiolure choice of Chrift,
without any referves 3 gives himielf vp to
him in ar everlafiing Covenamt never o be
broken ; refolving to be for bim, wnd for ne
other hence forward and torever. Thus the
Spizit draws, and thus the Soul follows, and
{o enters intn the rock of Ager, where he thuts
the door, by irafting in the Name of the
Lord, and flaying bimfelf upon bic Ged,

Use 1. LEARN bence, How tew there be
that are Effciinally Called, and bow vain the
pretence of the mofl is, 10 a title to Salvaiion.
It is certain, that none fhall be faved buc
fuch as are gotten into Chrilt by a faving
Faith, and all that are {o have nor only had
the outward Call of' the Gofpel given themn,
ipviting them to come ro him, or theinward
Motions of the Spirit, ftriving with them,
for of fuch Chrift faith, Mat. 20, 16. Many be
called, bat few cbofin But they have been
drawn, won, powerfully peribaded 3 they
have forfaken all other objells of rruft, dil*
covered the excellency, glory, fufficiency of
Chrift, and chofen him for their Prince dnd
Saviour ; they have accepted of the terms
of the new Covenant, and complied with
them, taken him for their Wifdom, Righteozf-
#tefs 8c. their Lord, and their God, and their
all.  And now they are for him and no other,
Wounld you not then he deceived in your
hopes, take heed ot building on 2 fandy
bottom 3 fee thar this thorough Change be
wronght in you ; that you are turned from
Sin, ¥lefh, and World, and gotten into the
Lord Jefus Chiilt by a living Fairh: Elfe all
your other pretences will deceive you, and
you will be tound among the workers of ini-
guity. Yon fee what it is to be a Beiiever,
And remember what is the folemn Seal of

the Gofpel, Mar. 16, 16, He that beliewerhand
# baptized, fball be faved y but be that believerh
not fhafl be damned.

Use. 1. LET me offer 2 Word of Corfs-
fationt to all thofe that are thus Efiéiuatly
Called. Have you found the eflicacy of the
Grace of God in you, making Sin an cvil and
bitrer thirg to you; difcovering 16 you the
glorious Excellency of Jelus Chrift in his
Perfon and Offices, and been won thereby to
come away from all other vain Objetls, on
which you fometimes leaned the weight of
your confidence, apd upon his Invitation and
Promife, havecalt your felves vpen him, for
pardon of §in, tor peace with God, for fafe
conduét, and direftion and influence, to lead
you on your way, and make you meer for the
Inberitance : and relt here 5 refolving to go
no where elfe? You are then Called 3 the
Everlafting Covenant between him and you
is Sealed, And let this be your Confoldtion,
that this truft fhall neverfailyou. You may
fay as he, in PI0Y 20.7, 8. Some truff in cha-
riots s antd foue in borfes : burwe wiill vemem-
ver ibe Nawre of ihe Lord cur God, They sre
brought down and fallen, bar we are rifen and
fland mpright. And with the Apeftle, Rom.8.28.
For T am perfrwaded, thar neithes death, nor fife,
nor angels, wor prificipalities, wor powers, #or
things prefene, mor things to come, Ner beight,
nor depth, nor any other creature, fhall be able
1o feperats us from the fove of God which s in
Chrift Fefus onr Lord. Here isthe foundation
laid, which fhall be certainly builrup. And
you {ee the indiffoluable connexion, ver. 20,
Moreover, whom be did predeinate, them he
alfo called : and whom be called, them be alfo
juflified  and whom be jaiiified, them be affo
glorified,
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