SERMON CXX.

E have taken an account how theSpirit

of God applies himfelf inwardly to

the Underffanding, both by Conviétion and
Ilamination. We proceed now to his ap-
plying himfelf to the Wi/, and working a
faving Change in that, which is here ealled
the renewing of ear Wiilr.  Abour thisWork,
the Chriftian World is full of unhappy Ji(-
putes,occafioned by the eager Patrons of Free-
Will. Butmy hufinels here is not Polemical.
I fhall not here difcourfe Phyfically, ot the
Narure of the Keafonable Soul ; or inquite
whei bt
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whether the Underftanding and Will a it
be in themfelves rwo diltin€t Faculties 5 or
one having in it thele powers, diftinguifhed
in rhemiclves orour conceptions. Qurknow-
Yedpe of the nature of our own Souls,is very
fhallow and confufed. Bur for cur right
Conceprion ot the aftair before us, we may
obleve thefe Conclulions,

1. THAT the produl of Effefnal Vocation, is
our Believing ca Chrift for Salvation.  This
will afierwards be ipoken to. Here only 1
mention it, as @ Ground ot whar follows.
We are therefore rold in rhe tormer, that
Faith is wrooaght inus, in cor Effettual Cal-
Ying, For, by the Gofpe!/ we are tavticd 1o come
o Chrift for Life, and in Lelieving we anfwer
this Cull,

2, THAT in ilis Believing there 7 required
borh a Judgment and an Eleflion.  Faith,
according 1o the Golpel {enfe ot ir, contains
both an Alfent, and a Confenr. There is a
judging of Chrilt to be an Objett {uitable for
the man to rely upen, and every way {ufficient
to do that for us, which we go 1o him for,
and & choice made of him to be the Ohjutt
of this trult, Fer,both of thele go into every
humane adtion 3 and it is cerrain that there

is no a&t of faving Faith without both. If

we do not Judge ot the Lord Jelus Chrift, to
be fuch an Oneascan {ave us, we capnot troll
in him as a Saviour. Plal. 0.10. drd iley that
Earw 1hy #ame will pur their truft in thee.
And it we acknowledge never o plaufibly
the Gofpel Truths, yer it we donot rejeftall
other Objetts, and rcly upon him ou a free
choice, we are Unbelievers.

3. THAT thefe are ewodiftinll Operations of
the Soiel. However there be a concomitancy
of them iu the all of believing, yetin them-
felves they arc not one and the fame thing,
but diverfe. It is ane thing to declare that
we find a thing ro be thus and {o, and another
thingto pafsanatchereupon,ineither chuling
or rctufing the thing according as it is fo
found. And though this larter is built upen
the former, yet it is another thing quite
different from ir.

4. HENCE, They infer two diverfe Powers
it the Sowl 1o exery then,  As paffing a jude-
ment an a thing, and pafling an attof cheice
or refafal, are in them{elves vaftly different,
1o we muft conceive the power of exerting
rhem ro be as different ; fo that they mult
fi,w from two principles, really diverfe one
from another. Aswithout knowledge there
can be no judgment palt, fo without liberty,
there caa no eleftion be made, Now reafon
tells us, that knowledge is one thing, and
liberty another,

5. THAT 1be former of thefe is 1hat which we
call Underltanding, and 1be lazrer the Will,
Which, though they belong to one and the
fame Soul, yer are feveral powers of ir, and
accordingly are generally fuppefed to be
diftin€t taculties, However, the Word of
God every where fpeaks of rhem diftinétly,
and afigasthefe adtions accordingly tothem ;

That whereby we difeern things. and give imour
verdiid abowt them, is called the Underftanding -
Thar wherely we dererming on our Objefi, and
refolve upon our Aflions, we exll the Will.

6y THAT buth of thefe powers are altogetber
depraved by Sin, int refpeit of fpiritual things.
Not thar man's Apoftacy hath sooted out
thefe faculties, or taken away from them
their natures, as they belong to meer huma-
nity, for then fhould man ceafe ro bea reafo-
nable Creature, or treatable as fuch. Buras
thele powers were putinto man, tocapacitate
him o ferve God as a tree and voluntary
Agent, and were accordingly fantified by the
impreflion of the image of' God upon them
{o are they {poiled by the Amilfion of that
image, and become unable to ferve to theit
end, The pravity of the nature of man by
fin is univerfal. All the powers in him are
undone by ir. As therefore hisJudgmentis Lolt
about the rhings of God, becavie he hath loft
the power of difcerning them (as,150r.2.14.)
So his Ele&ive power is gone,as 1o any divine
Objedt, and his Will is utrerly unable 1o
chufe Chriif,and refufe other objeéisior him.
Hence that, Fsb. 5.4¢c. And therefore the
giving the Will, as well as the enlightaing
of the Mind, is aferibed ro God in the Gofpel,
Puiliz.x2. dor sz is God which working in you,
both 1o do witdl and 16 do of bis goed pleafure.

7. HENCE, 8oth of thefe mufl be reflored
12 Converfion. Irisnotencugh,asfome think,
that the Underftanding be perfwaded of the
Truth, and brought 1o give a full aflent to it
as if the Will muft thereupon fpontanecufly
tollow it, without any more ado. For, the’
when the Mind is favingly enlightened, the
Will doth ever clofe in with that light, and
refign icfelf to ir, yer the reafon is, becaufe
the regenerating Work of the Spirit is wrox
in the wholec manat once. He never gives a
new Underftanding, but a new Will with ic.
The whole hody of fan&ifying Grace being
creared, and infufed at once, Heénce they
are put togecher, A& 26, 18, To cpen therr
eyes, and to tyrn ihem from darknefSic fight end
Jrom the power of Saran unto God, that 1bey may
receive forgivencfs of fins, and inberitance a-
morg 1hem which are fanllified by faizh that is
i Mg,

THAT therefore which now lies before us,
is,to confider what is done by the Spirir ot God
in the renewing of our Wiils, o as to putinto
them a power and inclinationto make choice
of Jefus Chrill, and believe in him te Salva-
tion. For our right taking up whereof, let
thefe things be confidered,

1. THAT there are two forts of Alfions per-
Jormed by the Wiil, viz. Elicite and Imperate
ilic Jormer immediately by it felf, and e Jatter
by the affeftions. The Elicite atts of the Wil
are int chufing or rejeiting the Objedt before iz
This al is performed inwardly by ir, and
belongs to the fovereignty of the Will in the
man, by vertue whereof he is a free Agent.
Hence fuch a precept is given us, Amoss.15.
Hate the evil, and love the goed, And that

is
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1s given as a fign of a perfons being capable
ot afing as a man, Hat. 7. 16. For bofore the
ehild fhail know to vefife the evil, and chufe the
good. The Imperate ails of the Will are ihofe
by which 1t pats 15 Eigitions in executjon, and
prerfues 1hean 10 off el 5 in which it nextly makes
ufe of the Affettions, by which it manageth the
whale man.  Wherther the AfleQions belong
to the Will in man, and are only the various
motions of it, or whether they be dittintt
faculties in bim, and are {feared in bis infe-
riour powess, 1 difpute not, It is cerrain,
that they are the intlruments by which the
Will performs its Imperare attions, and in
which it is either carried to or from the
object.

2. THAT both thefe forts of A&ions are re-
gutfie ro a&tuat Believing o Chrifl. Theall
of Faith which is exzrred by the Sonl inits
clofure with Chrilt in Effeétval Calling,

confifts of both arn abfslure choice made of

him, and a going cut of the whole Soul 10
kim, as fuck an Objett, Theformer ol thefe
is exprelt in thar, Plal. 73 25 Whom bive §
in beaven bur 1bec 2 and ihive is none wpon
earth that Ld-fire befiles thee.  Thie latcer in
thar, Plal- 63 8- Aly fud followerl bard after
thee.  And for this realon, the aét of Faith is
often exprelt by love,defire,hope,ic. becaufe
in every of thefe the Soul is carried out 1o
him, as the Objelt of 15 trult & dependance.

3. THAT there &5 a miferable impotency end
malignicy iz the Wiil of fallen manwoiih refp (2
ro both of thefe. The pravity of man’s na-
ture, by the cfficacy of O:iginal Sin, is not
only difcovered in the blindaefs ot his mird,
but alf . in the indifpafition and perverfencfs
of his Wik, And hee,

(1.) IT labours of utier imporency 10 wake
this choice, or to purfue ir, Sin hathled man
to chufe anocher objelt, and rhey cannor al-
ter it, Mai. 44. 20, He feederh on afbes @ a
deceived beart bath turned bim afide, 1hat De
cannot deliver bis foul, nor fuy, s there rot a
fie in my right band 2 It hath alienated their
hearts trom God, and they cannor tuin them
again.  And on this account they are faid to
be withour firengih, Rom. 5. 6. And Paul fers
forth the man’s infufliciency in this repard,
as to himfelf, 2 Cor. 3. 5. The Will indeed
remains a Will, and hath noc loft its nararal
power; it cinnot he forced, Buc they mifiake
who think rthe Will is Tpoiled of its nataral
liberty, unlefs its rerains a power of indiffe-
rency to all things that are appofite,to chule
or refufe on either hand. That ir hath fuch
a liberty in fome things is not to be denied ,
hut then they are things natural, not things
fpiritual, It fufficech chat the Will is not
forced, while it rerains irs fpoataneity, and
alts willingly, aad not contrary to its incli-
nation 3 which {pentaneiry is confittent with
an impotency to fome a&lions, and a necefliry
of others, There are fome things which 2
man cannot but chufeand purfue, and others
which he eannot bur refufe and avoid, and
yet he doth it with a full freedom,- or {pon-
taneous adting therein,

(2) IT alfs labours of woful mdlignity,
Qré%l'm;l Sinhhath fo defiled the Will, “zs it
15 filled with an engaged enmiry againft the
Will of God, Romy,7. It is pej;'ve%ﬂy {2t 10
depart from God, and purfue the things thar
are contrary to him.  And accordingly ic ig
fct againtt helieving on Chrift, when revealed
and offered in the Gofpel, Hence that, Fob.
5. 40. The corropt lefts that are feared in ir,
A1l iv with 211 malice agaiaft the Gofpel-way
of Salvarion,

4. THAT as lorg as the Will Iy mnder the
dominion ¢of this impotency & maligniry, 11 cad
excrt neither of ghefe alfs wpon Chrifi,  Tha
power of’ Original Sin on the Wills of men
1s fueh,thatthey cannotrefift it of rhemfelves.
The Will is madea Caprive, and how fhould
it be able 1o free itfelf whiles it is a volen-
tary Caprive 2 And fo it mult needs be; 1ill
releafed frem thae Captiviey,  Lult, thae
hath theregimen of theSoul,holds it faft; the
Ingeneiate consrariety there is init unrtoGod,
keeps it bound.  And yer it all rhis while
atts asa Will ; thouvgh as a depraved and
corrupted Will. The viciovlnels of its na-
ture carries it foreh, and holds it faft to the
bias, or cortupr inclination which is upon i
How fhould theman chufe Chrift while orher
objelts have & poffe(s his hearr. Heice thar,
Johs.aa.Howcan ye b. Licve,which receive honour
one of another, aml feek ror the borcur whick
cometh from Gelenly ¢ And how Thouold he
go forth atier Chrift, wholz affetlions are
glewed to other objelts ? Thele therefore
muit be {ubdued, it ever this he done,

5. THAT bence tlere mufl be a rencwing
Change wrowght in 1he WWild, in erder te iix
being thus enabied 10 el fe wih Chrift.  Could
we lappofle never fo much light let into-the
Underftanding, caufing it to difcern all the
preciouinels ot Chrift as he is revealed inthe
Golpel 5 yer it the Will remain in thefame
pofture it is in in the man’s natural eftare,
it would be impoilible for it to chufe Chriti,
and to love him. There mult therefore be
a renovarion o ir. When rthercfore the
Apofile had ipoken of our being revewed in
the fmage of our wind, Eph. 4. 22. he exem=
plifies it with refpect 1o the Will, ver. 24.
And that ye put on the new man,which after God
Is created in righteo:fnofs, and tree bolinefs,
A new Undeiffanding, wirhour a new Hearr,
will never amounr ta a thorough Converdion.
As long as the Will semains pofivfled of cors
rupt lults, aud hath no other power inir, it
can never imbrace Chrift.

6. THIS rencwing Uhange is wiought, by
crearing a new privciple of faving Grace in the
Will zud Affeltions. Ir is certain, that if
ever the man believe, he mult have power ta
believe. This power is that which we.call
the habit of Faith ; which habit is not ine
fufed by it felf, bur together with all rthe
other regeneraring Graces,which z2re wroughe
in the Soul by the Spirit: An Account where-
of we before rook. This is that which is
called the grving of a mew heart,aadibe puitizg

in
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in of a newe preinBcEzekiab.2éwhich cannot
intend new faculties, bur a new fiaving im-
prefion of Grace on the faculries of the Soul
in rhe man. Now, how this is done on the
Will and Affettians, with refpeét vo Effetaal
Vocation, or the difpefing of the hearr 1o
believing on Chrift,may be confidered in three
or four particulars,

(1.) THE Spirit of God, tegether with the
Tight which be lets into the Underfanding, pats
into the hearr an high clteem of Fofus Coriff.
Chrift is propefed as the Obje€t ot Faith, 1o
perfwade the Soul to accepi of him as fuch.
He is commended to the man as a Glericus
Ore, in all his fulnefs of fufiiciency. Now
not only is the mind irradiated with thele
difcoverics, 10 as to fubitiibe to the reth of
them 5 but there is with ir pur into the heart
an appreciation of him : He is made to it
exceeding precions :- The Soul hath an im-
preiton ot his Excellency upon ir, fo 2sto
value him, #le chicf of ren Thoufunds, Cant.

5. 10,

(2.) THE Spirit of Ged forms Chridt in the
Sowl. The Apoltle hath fuch=ap cxpretion,
Gal. 4. 19, My fistle children of whom | travail
in birth again gneil Chrift be formed inyou. He
then torms Chrilt intheman, whenhe brings
Chrift into the hearr, and gives him a rocm
there ; when the Scul is made vo {zel thefe
imprchions on it, wherehy Chrift comes iato
ir, and takes vp hisdwelling and abode init.
The beart is taken up for him, acd Chrift
takes pofletfion of it by his Spirit.  Hence
we read of the Spirir’s dwelling in ws, Rom.5,
31. and of Chwiff's being in wns, ver. 12,

(2.) HE berewith pats into the Wiil, an rrre-
Sffuble {pontareity, ro make Choice of Chriff, as
the Objedi of s Truff.  Here is no force put
upon the Will, bet there is an inHuence on
it fuitable ro its nature. Therc is fuch an
imprcilion made upon ir, that carries it forth
with the greateft treedom. Now this im-
preflion ir {clf, is properly the renovation of
the Will, as to irs cleftive power, in order to
theElicic att » And as it doth it with greatett
Freedom,fo it cannot do atherwife. TheSpoule
therefore tells us how it was with her unex-
pettedly, Cant. 6. 12, Or ever Lwas aware,my
Soul made me ar the chariots of Ammi-nadib.
And accordingly we are teld, in Pial. 11o. 3,
Thy pecple fhail be wiliing in abe day of 1hy
Pﬂwt?".

(a) AND be puts a new fring ints the
Affeltions, by infufing the babits of Grace into
them, fuitable to abeir Qperations. The
Affeltions are of two- forts, feperating and
ciofing 5 {uited to the two forts of Elicitatls
in the Will, refzfing and chufing. Thefeallo
arc very exorbitant by reafon of Sin : Bur
the Spirit of God purs a new inclinationinto
them: He fanftifies them, by making the
feperating Affeftions fir to fly from every
orher objeét of rruff, and the clofing ones to
carry the Soul ontafter Chrith The Affeéti.
ons are fpiriwualized, and now Jfer om ihe
things above, Col. 3-2,

"I_’HUS is the Work wronght in the Sout
which belo:gs ro paffive Converfion, and b} it
the Grace of Faith, rogerheér with all orhei‘
Graces is planred in the man,

WE now procced, very bricfly, to confider
the refult of all this, or what pofture it purg
ghe Soul into in order 1o believing ; which
is exprelt in thefe words, He dorh ‘pc:{fm‘;fdc
and ¢nablc us to Embrace (brift on thy Gefpels
Offer. The word perfwade, may be apjﬁlied
cither to the Work it felf in paffive Conver-
fion, or tothe att of Faith charis confequent
thercupon.  We at prefenc thall confider it
only in the formerrefpett.  And fo there are
t;;vo things bere to be obferved, viz, 1. Thae
there is @ new power par into the Soul
of Chrifl. 2. Thar 1.’1};3’8 # alfo a dijijziffz“{:;
pRclinationt put into it, thas to do, " | thall not
difcourfe of them dittinétly, only confideriy
them togerher, let us oblerve thefe things s

v TIAT in the fore-deferibed Work, theys
are all tie principles of a faying Faith zém.«gm
in tbe man.  The work of Grace preduced in
the heart by the Spiritof God in Converlion
is a turnitdie fitting him for that fervicé
which by. the apoltacy he was difabled for
They arc the babits of Graces that are info-
fed_mto the maninir. The fpiritaal lumi-
ndtion l.et Lnr[n; rhedUndexllanding, and the
renovation beftowed onth il -
renimaion bellowcd e Will, are the feed

2. THAT the defiza of their beine ;
the man i for 1he acitng 25" Faith. Mbﬁﬁtigg
all e active principles thac gre putinto the
Creavure, whether in the fifft or in the new
Creation, were defigned for the Creatures
attingthem; orherwile they had been in vain »
wheteas it is certain,that God dothnothing in
vain. The end of 1piritual Principles is for
fpiritval Performances. As God gave man
eyes to {ee withal, and hands ro Work with
1o he gives 2 man Faith to Believe withal.
The defign of Grace is to bring men to Salva-
tion. Hence that title, Tir. 2. 11, For 1he
grace of God ihat bringeth Salvation, barh ap-
peaved 0 all men.  And how is that, but by
bringing them to compliance with the verms
of the new Covenant, in which Salvation is
offered them. Now in thofe terms, aftual
Believing is called for, and ‘thereupon the
prowiie fo runs, Mar.16.16, He thar beiieverh
and # boptized jhall be faved,

3. HENCE, They mult needs bring fuch a
power with them into. the man, a3 to enable bim
to imbrace ant offered Savisur. Elfe they would
ftill be in vain. For-athing is then vain,not
only when it is for no end, bur alfo whep it
miffcth of its end, and efpecially when it
fo doth, for want of ability to anfwer ir.
It is true, all the gracious habits put in by the
Spirit have a neceflary dependance on his
co-operation for their acting, AsPhil, 2. 13,
For 1t 48 God which worketh in you, both to will
and to do of bis good pleafure. Joh. 15.5. lam
the vine, ye aré the branches = He that abiderh
in meyand 1in bim,tbe fame brivgeth forth much
Jrair : for without me ye can do nothing. Rut

{till
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fill they haveintheman ordinate power, ie.
they are by them furnifeed for cvery good work.
The maa is now alive, and fo fitted for life-
atts, Eph. 2. 1. Aad you batb be quickned whe
were dead in trefpaffes and fins. The man is
ablc in his fphear,toanfwer the call of Chrift,
as the maa that hach an Eye, and fight init,
is able to look upon an objett.

4. AND 1be very natire of thefe Frinciples,
i 0 difpafe tbe man 10 Believe.  As they bring
with them a power, fo they put into the man
a difpofition to believe in Chrilt, ro accept of
and imbrace him, according as he is thus offer-
ed to them. It is true,there is a drawing of
the Spirit, in order to our foltowing. Accor-
ding to Canr. 1. 4.. But the way in which che
Spirit draws forth the att ot Faith.is by giving |
to the principle wrought in the map its|
natoral motion; fo that when the Under-
ftanding is fpiritually enlightencd, and dif-
cerns all the glorious Excellencies in Chrilt
as an Ohject of truft 5 and che Will is filled
with Chrift dwelling in it, and all theAffelti-
ons are influenced with this Grace ; the ope-
ration of them is natural ard irrefiltible.
Chrilt is their Objet, and they cannot reft
till they carry the man forth to him. Heis
their Cearer, and they draw nararally to him.
And the man can truly fay, Plal.g2.0. dstbe
bart panseth after the waser-brooks, [o panicth
wy foul after thee, O God.

Use. 1. LEARN bence, thar the Work of
Effcttoal Calling mufl needs tranfeend the
Creatares power of producing in bimfelf. Itis
not enough for the Spirit of God to offer the
Tovitation to us in the Gofpel, and ufe the
Arguments perfuafive ro allure us to i, and
then leave it to our own free will, whether
we will accept of it or no. Well might the
Apoftie fay, Eph. 2. 8, 9. For by grece are ye

faved, through Jaith, and ihat not of your felves :
it is ihe gift of God : Not of works, left any
man fhouid boaft. The Will muft be perfwaded
if ever it imbraces Chrift; and there is no
believing but what is voluntary.  And the
Will muft be tenewed if ever it be perfwa-
ded. The carnal mind is enmiry ir feif, Rom.
8. 7. And till thar enmiiy be taken away,
and the lreart a new difpofed, it ean never
comply. In vain therefore do men pretend
to Faith, who nevet had fuch a Work of
power wrought in them. For fo the Apoftle
friles that, z Thel 1. v1. Wherefore affo we
pray alweys for you, thar cur God wonld count
you worthy of this calling, ard fuifill ofl the good
Pleafure of bis goodncfs, and 1he work of faith
with power.  EDh. 1. 19. Aad whar 15 the ¢x-
ceeding greatncfs of bis power 10 as-ward wha
belivve, according to the working of bis mighty
ower,

Use. . THIS tells us whether to go, and
where to wait for this Grace. Truly we are
to be found in che ufe of all the means of
God’s appointment : For we are told, Rom.
1.16. For Lam ner afbamed of the gofpel of Chrifl :
for it is the power of God umte falvation, 10
every one shat believeth, 10 the Jew firfl, O aifo

tothe Greek. But we mufl here wair for the
operations of the Spiric in and with thefe
means ; and accordingly renounce all depen-
dance on the means, or on outfelves in ufe of

them.

Usze. 1l ARE we Effeftually Called,
Lez us then afcribe the wholePraife of it 1o God,
Ler the whole Glory be afcribed to him.
Are we new borr 2 It is not of bleod, nor of the
will of 1he flefh, nor of the will of man, but of
God, Joh. 1-13. Let us then thankfully cele-
brare his kindnefs, and confefs that it is &p
the Grace of God that we are whar e are.
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