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SERMON CXVIL

E have takenan Account of what is done
Externafly by the Spirit of Gud in
oider 1o kffedual Catling. vie He makes Offers
of Chrift, to the man, iathe Gofpel.  But
we are not to think this to be all that he
doth in this great Work ; though fome have,
very miflakinzly called it, Grace fullclent.
The Gofpel Offer, though it isa greatfavour,
js yer common 5 and there are morc that
negle€t then imbrace it Tiis 15 tnrimated
in, Mar. zo. 16, It is not fuireient 10 make
a hlind man to fee. for onc to hold a Caadle
betore him 5 bur Lis eve-light mult aifo be
reftored to him.  The ftate of {pirrualbeath,
under which the Word of Ged altures us all
patura) men to be,tells us,that omeward morul
fuafion is not encugh tudiaw them to Chridt,
bue there mult be lomething done,which may
reltore them o lite again.  Hence, althougn
the Spirit of God hath cholen exrerpally 1o
apply himfelt ro men by the Golpel, yet
whea and where e will reoder chiz Call
effettaal, he doth fomerhing more in ad fot
them. Here therefore,

11 THERE # fomething thar 15 dsne Inter-
pally 21 thefe. Whiles by the miniftry of
men, in the adminilfration of the Gofpel-
O dinances,the Spiritapplies him{tlf to mzis
eurs, aud rreats with taem as rationzl crea-
rures, infinuating him(elt into their minds,
and giving fuch <¢fficacy as he fees meer; but
for which, all the other endeavours, would
be Yoft upon men, as to 2y faving Work.

NOW in this Tnrereal Work the Spitic ap-
plies himfelf to the Soul, principally to the
faperiour Facultiescl'ir : Tothe Underftand-
ing. and there paculiazly ta the (To‘nfmence:
And to the Will, and by that alfo to the
Affeftions, which are the immedia-e inflru-
ments of it. We may take a briet account
of each of thelfe, ‘ )

1. HE inward'y applies binmfelf 1o tbe Un-
derftanding.  And thisis che firft in order of
Nature, and for the moft part, of Time too.
¥ar although the Spirit of God can, if he lees
meet, do the work togerher and ar once, yet
he doth nor ordinarily fodo.  Burus heap-
plics himfelf in thc means 1o men, as Cuufes
by Counfel, fo he propofeth things to them,
and works them up to make a deliberate
choice, which is not wont to be inftantancous:
Though iiill, the new Creature, whichisthe
produtt of this application is tormed at once
jn the man, it being a work of €reation,
immediately wrought by God himfelf in the
man. Bur in his treating with men, he ap-
plics himfelf foitably to them ; and thar mult
be by informing their Undesttandings.  How
elfe Thould the aft of Faitly, which is an ex.
erting of this new nature, be the aft of a
sational Agent? Now there arc two Things
in which the Spirit applies him(elf 1o the
Underftanding, in order to the bripging the
man to believe in Jefus Chrift,

. BY wey of Convittion. e gonvinceth
the man ot his $:x and Mifery,  And hers
lec it in general be obigrved, that under this
head of Convittion, our Catechifim compriz
eth all that which is by Divines wont to be
called Freparatory Work 4 which therefore
mult be locked at in rhe laying of it open.
Quly, before I proceed to particalars here,
it may not be amifs 1o fpeak fometbing of
tlie Narmre, and Necefbry of this Conviltion,
or Preparacion,

L TOUCHING the Narure of 112 The great
Inquivy here is, Whether 1t bea Common, or
Special & Seveng Work ¢  And though there
was a Touch given at this belore, yer 1hind
it nzedful to remeve fome mitkakes, to add a
few words more to it. Now we call thara
Commeon work, which may be found ir theRe-
prebare,as well asin the Elelt s & confequent-
ly hath nothing in it of evidence to diftin-
guifh one from the other : And that Special
aad Saving Work, which is wrought only in
the Eleét, and is eithereflential to Salvation,
or at leall an infallible antecedent of it ot
which accompunies Safvarion, as the Apoltle
expreflecth ir, Heb. 6. 5. In fum, that which
hrings the man under the 2flurance of the pro-
mife of Eternal Life, Give me leave voclluy
at the Kefolurion of this fo much difputed
Cafz in the tollowing Propofitions,

1. THAT there is donbilefs an inreraad Ope-
ration as well ar an exteraal Applicaticn of ihe
Sprit, whichis Common, Weare not to limit
the Addrefles of’ the Spirit ro the Non-Elett,
to the outward propofal of the G {jict by the
Woerd and Miniftry, and fuppofe thar all the
impreflions made therchy on the minds and
Confciences of fuch, to be nothing elfc bur the
exercile or improvement of their own ratjo-
nal pawers.  He indecd applies himielt to
thole powers, and makes ufz of them ; but
yet he comes in and with the means, and
cxcites {uch operation in them. Whence elie
is ir, that the fame Word at one time moves
on them, which at another time {tirs them
not # Certainly, it was not then Chrill’s
meerly Tpeaking that word to the adulterous
Jews, that left fuch a fting in their Conlcien-
ces, as made them fo afl, b 8. 7,8, 9. Or
why have men rhatcaution given them, 1Thef,
5. 19, Quench not the Spirir ; were ticIc ne
inward fugeeltions of his kindled in them ?

2. THAT the furfl pocial work vronght by the
Spirit inany, #s rhe ingenerat'ng of ile New-
Creature in Regeneration.  Whatficver are
the fecret purpofes of God concerning men,
it is cerrain that there is ne faving gift be-
ffowed on them, before he works the faving
Change in them, in which all the Graces of
the Spirit are produced. Kffedual Vecation
it {elf, is the firlt favicg gifrapplied tomens
in which men are put into Chritt.  Ard we
are wo!d, 2 Cor. 5. 17. Therefore if any wan
be.in Chrifl, be is a new creature 5 0/d10ings are
palt away, bebold, all ihings are become Rew.
So that we mult either fuppolz the man to be

Converted antecedemly to this Convifticn,
1 oF
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or that the Convi€tion it feif is Converfion,
or elfe atlow itrobe a Common werk, There
is no promiie of {pecial Grace, bart requires
Faith in us to imbrace it, inorder rothe con-
veying of a title to the good initto us ; and
there cin be no Fuich exerted, where thereis
not a principle of faving Grace implanted.

3. THAT there is nothing done in an Eled
perfia before ihis, bur whar may be done 171 a
Reprebare.  Not only is the Spiric of God,
who is a Spirit, a5 able to come home to the
Confcicntes of men, by touching of them, as
to their fenfes by the means; harunregenerate
men, in their nataral ftare are capable of re-
ceiving all thele imprelfions ou them,without
any faving Change wroughe in them. Thelr
Underltandings aad Conlciences, nced no new
habits to be pat intothem tor this work; but
it may bedone by the awakning and exciting
of thofe that arein thent A Puuroah may be
convineed of #u, and made to confels God 10
be righteons in his punifhing him, Exed.9.27.
A Hypecrite may be fo apprehenfive of God’s
terrible Wrath, as o be atvaid of ir, [far. 33,
14. Nor isthere any difference in that which
is excited in the one betsre Converfion, either
3s tnthe manner of it, or as w the degree;
to dittinguith it from whar may be in the
other, )

4. THAT alt thofe works comprized in this
Conuitficn, may be founl 15 thofe that afterieards
torally and finally Apottatize. lrisa received
Truth amoeng the Orthodox, and plentiful!y
confirmed by the Word of God, that none 1n
whom theré is a faving Work wrought, tho’
never fo fmall, fhall ever totally or finally
fall away from it : Gricvous backflidings
indecd, they may bedrawninto, asPerer was,
bhur nat deadly. ~ 11kalinot bere pasticularly
inqoire, what is comprized in _thqi‘c feveral
expteilions, in Heb. 6. 4,5. but it 1s ‘peyond
difpuie, thar all chefe Convittions are includ-
ed in it 5 and yet the Apoftle fuppofeth fuch
in hazard of an irrecoverable fall.  Nor
doth he mention it asa meer problem or fup-
pofition, which may neves be; but as that
which hegives them notice of, and expreflech

wetter Charity for them, as fuppofing them
buile on a ltronger foundarion, wver. 2.

5. THAT many Elett Perfons have had the
Beginnings of theje Works an thea, which they
Pave oxzgrewn. Thereismany a uue Convert,
that can mzke reporr of this upon his own
Experisnce, thar before the Sniric came to
do the Work cficétually in him, e had many
an Awakening, many 2 {frong Con}riaion,
many a deep prick in bis Hearr, which put
him vpon thinking, purpofing, and prattifing
xoo, which ver he ourgrew, and wholly wore
off, and grew to the old pafs again. And
though it be often otherwife,verit is frequent-
1y thus, with fuchas have lived all their time
ander the Ordinances.  And God will hereby
ter Men know, whom they are beholden to
for their Converfion.

6. THAT yer thefe Conviftions begun, and
carried on in the Soul, afford no fmall bope, 10

and f thefethat bave rrem, Aslong as perfons
remain fecure, fenfelels, uneoncerned under
all the crics and calls of the Gefpel, it ftems
to be 1oft an them, cr to havea eontrary ope-
ration, and robe a favosr of dear:to them
though God ctten fuffers it to befo,themure
to magnity hismsicy on them afierwards,
But when once the man is awakened, 1(he
terrors of the Lord put him in fear, and he
isnade to apprebend himfelfa vile & undone
Sinner. and to cry out, Wher fhall 1 de 10 be
faved ¢ Now there is hope in Ifrsel of fuch
an one, thatbe is not far from the Kingdom of
Lieaven, And rhar, becaufe this isthe Spirit’s
way, in which he brings Sinpers home to
Chrift.  For{uch theretore are thole gracious
enccuragements iaid in, [far, a1, 17, Jer. 21,
18, &c. And the Invitation, Mar. 11, 28,

1. AS #0 the Neceflity of this Convifiion er
FPreparation, Let us obfetve thefe tollowing
Conclulions,

1. THAT this Convrétion bath #o canfal in-
fluence rato FPaffive Converfon.  All the Ne-
ceffity that can be urged on thar account, is
only that o} concomitancy. The Spirit of
God hath done thisin fuch aswere vor capable
of Copviction under and by the meaps.  Ju-
dicious Divines judge that jeremieband Foba
the Buprail were Conveuced before they were
born.  Aud it is 1o be belicved thar Fletl
Infants dyirg in their Infancy, have the new-
Creatuie formed io them withour which rhey
could not be faved. Jon. 3.3, Verily, verily
1 fay wato 1bee, Except a man be bern ogarn, be
canntot fee the Ringdom of Gol. And poffibly
this Work is douc tor others that live,before
we are aware ot it, who have given evidencs
ot their ferioufnefs from their Infancy. How-
ever, the man car no more €onverr himfelf
upon thefe Conviftions, then he could before,
not is it cafier for the Spirit to do it now.
Whenever it is done, it muft be by a creating
Power, in which God ufeth no loftrument,
bue afts immediately.

2, THAT jyet, the ordinary feafon in which
the Spirie is wont to do this Work, is whiles be
is appiying of bimfelf vo thewr, iz and with 1he
Word, At what article of this Cenvittion
the Spirit pleafeth to work this glorious
Change, is nor tor us critically todetermine.
But in his Converting of men under the Ordi
nances, While ke is morally applying to them,
both outwardly and inwardly he fteals in his
Grace unawares to us, and édraws forth our
Souls unto gracious attings, Thos while
Paz? was preaching, Lydia is moved, &c, A&
16. 14 And a certain women mamed Lydia, a
Jeller of purple, of the city of Thyattra, which
worfbipped God, heard ws = whefe beart the Lord
opened, that fhe atsended unto the things which
swere fpoken of Peul.  Ttns Ephraim, while he
is looking on, and bemoaning his unworthy
carriages, is made ahie ro take hold on God
by Faith, and call him his own God, Jer. 31
18. 1 have furely beard Epbraim bemoaning bim=

Jeif thas, Thou bafl challifed we, and I toas

chaflifed, ar a bullock unacenflomed 1o she yoke *
turm
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parn thox me, and 1 frall be raried 5 for thon
arr the Lerd my God. Aud how often do
wurdened, finking defp2iring Souls under
Convittion, in one inftant find rheir hears
cncouraged to hope and truft in God?

3. THAT ibe egd er diefign of 1be Spirii's
evor king the grace of Faeth, vn paffive Crrverfion,
is thar we may attoally betieve ot Chrifl.  All
habits are properly defigned for ats fuitable
g0 the nature of them s and then they attain
their end, when they arc exerted in fuch atls.
The Gofpel invites men to believe in Chriff,
and for inconragement premiferh Salvarion
to them thar fo belicve o And beraufe no man
can believe of himfelt, or till he he renewed
in the image of his mind, the Spirit of God
produceth riis renovation in iim, and rthat
ot to be a {leeping power 1a bim, buta new
Vife, that he may live according ro fr. The
Apoitle therefore nrgeth the allings of Grace
upm:Chrii’tians,fmm the conlideration of their
having the habits in them,Gal.5.25. [f we five
i the Spirit, lor ws aifa waik in the Spirit.
And God retls us what is the delian of the
wew Croation, 162, a2, 21, This perpie hive
I jormed jor my feif, they fhall forw Jorth my
Fraye. g
4. THAT shis Faith is draten forth, and ex-
erted by ns, a5 the alf of a caufe by Counfel.
Tlough tie §pirit puts info usa power of
helievisz, without any, eicher confent ot
diflent of ours, yet he doth not draw forth
this pawer into aftion withoue us, nor con-
trary, but intirely according to rbe pature
whichGed had putiste us.  Weare fodrawn,
that we follow voluntarily, and rot by toice,
ur unaccotntable inftinét. Canr, 1. 4. Draw
we, we will van after tbee.  And tharwe may
do it volunrarily, we muft do it knowingly :
or out Undetltandidg mult be eyes 1o our
Witl, and entertain the reafon for our fo do-
ing. The Trearv theretore between God and
us mull be carried on in this way 5 though
there be foch a powertul alteration made in
us, 1o render it capable ot heing 1o,

5. THAT the Spirit of God in bis treating
with s, profents Chrift 1o s, as the Obyed for
our Faith 1o refy apon for Safvarion. 1t iscer-
¢ain that Chrilt is in the Gofpel offered to
men as a Saviout, and we are commanded 1o
believe on hiti as fo.  We are therefore faid
1o helieve 1o Salvation, Rom, 10. ro. For
ith the beart man believeth unto righteoufnefs,
and with the mouth confeffion is made unto fal-
wrarion. Thus therefore the Spirit with the
Gofpel, perfwades us to look upon him. And
that is the great Argument ro move Us to
imbrace and relv upon him, becaufe he is
fuch an One, and there is none clfe, Aifq-12.
Hai. 45. 22. Look unto me, and he ye faved all
the ends of the earth & for I am God, and there
is none ¢lfe.  And forther to ftimalate us, he
afTures us of the compleatnefs of fufficiency
there is in him for this end,Heb.7-25. Where-
fore be is able 10 fave them 1o the uttermofi that
come unto God by bim, feeing be ever liveth to
make incerceffisn for them.  And whar is all
this for, but to draw us to believe in him ?

6, THaT we may be drawn to clofe -wub b
as fuch, we mufl apprebend owr need of bim
All mortiens offered to a rational Agent, that
are accommodated to move on him as fuch
an one, mult not only defery an excellency
in the Objett propofed,buralloa fuitableneis
in it 1o the fubjeft treared withal. What &
vails it to commend a man for his excel-
lent skill in Phyfick, to one that is found,
and feels no malady 2 Mar, 9. y2. They sbee
b whale need ot a phyfician, but they that are
fick. Tt isindeed, excellent good news, that
Chrift is a mighty Saviour, but ro whom is
it fo, but thofe who arc miferable, and need
Salvation 5 it will not allure any elfe to make
nie of bim. Men therefore mult apprehend
themielves to be in fuch a cendition, betore
they go out of themfelves to Chriff, that
they may be Taved, ,

7. THIS will not be wirhent fuch ¢ Convitti-
on as this 7. The natural man is fecure and
feltcorceited, and not acquainted with kis
true ftate : like them, Rev, 2. 17.  Bur the
Spirit of God in this work, reads them fuci
a Le&ure 5 and makes fuch impreflions @
their Coniciences by it as puts them oft from
that {ecurity, and becomes 2 potent argumene
in them toexcite their faith, when heseveals
Chriftin them.  This helps them fo prive
Chrift above all,and put anineftimable value
on the reports and ofiers made of him. Thus
Pral expreffech himfelt, @ Tim, 1. ¥5. Thie
is a faitbful faying, and worthy of all accepia-
tion, thar Fefus Chrift came inte ihe werld to
Sfave finners, of whou Lam chief.

IT now follows rhar we proceed toa more
particular Inquiry intothisWork of’ Convitti-
on. Under which we are ro confider,not only
the bare Convittions or Difcoveries them-
{zlves, but all the Operations and Effeéts of
fuch a difcovery, as are wrought in the nd-
rural Confcience therchy. Only let thid
Caution be heve entred, viz. That there arve
Jame Convitions of fin and wmifery, which de
neceffarily fuppefe a prizciple of faviag Grage
in the bears, or a favicg [Hamizaticn on 1hé
mind, and the genaine cffeffs whereof, are 1bé
difeoveries of Faith alrcady wrought in1be matt.
And thefz belong not to our prefent Inquiry;
but orly fach asare wrought by the Spiric
on a nataral Confeieace, Here then we may
confider, 1. The Conviftions themfelves. 2.
The Fffefts which the Spitic works by them
on the Confciences ot Sinners.

1. FOR the Conviifions themfelves : And
thefe arc two,vizQf 8in & Mifery, Of whick
in Order.

WE have before been acquainted that the
fall brought Markind inta a ttare of fin and
mifery ; where we took a fummary Account
of both, Now thefe are the things to which
this Conviction tefers ; and therefore nee
here to be but brieflv glarced at.

1. HE convincerh them of Sin. This oot
Saviour plaioly affercs, fol 16 8, And here
let us obferve, )

(1.) THAT there are thofe Principles i7 #he

L1l = Conjiien
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Confeicnces of nataral men, by the application of
sehrich they arc able 1o judge of 1his or 1hat 10 be
sin. The /ighr of nagare is not fo exringuifh-
ed, bur thac it may by fearching find outmany
frigments of the Law engraven on rhe Conf-
cience, by which comparing himfelf, he muft
peels charge bimfelf with Sin. This isma-
pifelt by thar, in Rom. 4. 14, 15. For if they
subich are of the law be belrs, faith is made vord,
and ihe promife made of nong (ffeld. Becaufe the
late workeih wrath @ for where no law is, there
15 2o jranfercfien. A man’s own reafon tells
Lim, thus lie ought 1o do, and this to avoid,
in 2 maltitude of Cafes.  And if men did
not imprifon the truth in unrightecufnels,
but fet their mura! powers on wosk, they
fhould find more. Hence the Morals of the
Hezthen Philofophers,

(2.) THAT there is an hiftorical credit or
ajfent 2o the traily of the Seriprures, as being
tire Word of God, which the wift 1har are educa:
ted ander the Gofpe! do give.  This our Savi-
our acknowledgerh to thale carnalews, Joh.
5.3, Search the Scripiures, for in them ye shink
ye bave crcrnal fife, and by are ibey wbich
zeflify of me. Though they have no love to
the Word of Ged, yer their Confciences fay
thac it is true, ard they expedt to find them
to be Io another day, Now the Law given
ta man for hisrule,is one part of thisWord ;
and the Apoftle harh thar aflertion aboat it,
Rom. 7. 7. What fhail we fay then 2 Is the law
fin ¥ God Jforbid,  Nay, I bad wot known fin ?
but by the law : for 1 had nor Rnown lult, cxcepr
the jaw fad faid, Thra fult not cover. And 2.20.
Therefore by 1he deeds of the law, there fhall o
A b be juftified in Lis fighe: for by the Jaw is
the know! dge of fir,  So that if mea will but
fer themfeives to ftudy, and acquaint them:
felves with the Scriprures, they mult needs
k :ow a great deal abour.Sin, and acknows-
ledge it rao.

(3.) HENCE, The Spirit coming in withth fe
Truths, end feizing them bome on the Confei-
ence with powocr, wirks this convigion of fin in
the Mun. He awakens thefe ptinciples in
1he Man, and fers him to think of them,who
was 3pt to forgee them : He confirms his cre-
dit of them, by making kis Confcience to fet
a new fubicription to them ; and he makes
bim to compare himfelf by them ;& todifcover
how he is declared to be a finner by them,
and fo cauferh his Confcience to condemn
him torfin, or conclude him{lf to be guiley
of it. He makes him to acknowledge, that
he owes Obedience 1o God as his Lawgiver
and Sovereign ; that this is the Law by
which he is obliged, thar e hath tranfgrel-
{ed ir, and is therehy proved ro be a finner.

(4.) THIS Convi€ion is extendible, fo far as
either the iight of Natare,or the Law of God de-
elare bim 16 be wunder Sin. There are fome
things which the remains of natures Light
in fallen Man do not of themfelves bear wit-
nefs to; but yer the Word of God plainly
gfferes: And che fame affear which fubferibes
to the truch of the Word, muft yield to chefe

on that ground ; fo that though the man
may not lee thiough the seafon why ir is 1o,
yet he cannot but ackuyowledge thar ic s fo,
becaule God, who cannort lye, Lath declared
ir to he fo. So that though (he malignity
in men’s heases,rifeth up againft rhede rruths,
yet the influence upon their Coniciences,
makes them confels rhem to be true for all,
And fuch was the Convittion that was vpon
them, s 7,54. Here then to diaw 1o
fome particulars, |

[1.] HE comnvinceth 1heam of Altual Sz, And
ordinarily Convition begins here. Some-
times they here this or that Sin Jaid open
to them in an Ordinance, and reproved ; and
the Spirit of Gnd toucketh Conitience, ard
makes it to fay, Thox art the Man. Somerimes
God {uffers them 1o fall into fome notoricus
8in, acd-then makes their hearts w Iimite
them, ard teltity againit them, And by this
he lecads chem from one Sin to anether, and
thews them an innumerable cempany of
them, both omifficrs and commijlions, how
they have beoken the Law from tlep to fiep,
Feh.26.9, Now Cenfeience faith,ar thistime,
ard thar time &c. il it goes beyond couar.

L2.] HE convinceth them of many Aggravas
tions ¢f $in. Makes them to fee, not only
that they have broken the command, bue
have dane it boldly, impudently, againtt the
Light of Nature, or the knowledge of the
Word of Ged ; 2gainft the c¢hecks of Confti-
ence,againlt Mercies obliging them, Warnings
given them &c. Selomor therefore chargeth
Shrmei, 1 Kings 2. 44.

[3.] HE convincesh them of Original S,
How far the light of Nature may be impro-
ved for this, I thall not now inquire, though
doubtlefs it will fay a grear deal on this ac-
count : Noiwith{tanding the Heathen Mora-
lifts,who have {poken much of aifxal Sin,have
obferved very little about thelr original Sin
though Tometimes {fomething that looks that
way ; efpecially as to Map's impotency.
Whence Flaro complains that the Seul hath
broken her wings, and fuch like. Burt tlie
Word of God is full for this, Genlb. 5.5 8,
21. Rew.5.12. and elfewhere.  And vfually,
the Spirit leads men from aétual Sin, up to
original §in; as the fountain from whence
the other ftreams, and makes Men 1o find
and confefs; that the very bias of their Na-
ture inclines and forceably teads them that
way. Thus David runs up his Sin, Bf2/51.5.
He makes Sinners to feel thar their very
hearts are prejudiced ar, and rife up with
malignity againft the Law of Ged, as a thing
coutrary to them, Asa Medea conld fay

e e Fide0 mediora probog
Deteriora fiquor

(4.1 HE convinceth them of their Intereft in
Adam’s sin by Impurtacicn. This feems to
be above the reach of the light of Narure
in fallen Man ; and therefore this Convidli-
on is made by the application of the Word
of God. For thoogh there are many that dgpy

this,
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this, and the carsel reaionings in the de-
praved minds of Men, have a grear deul ro
fay againltic; yer the Word of God, by
wh.c‘m alt rhat acknowledge it 1o be his
Woid, are to judge of things, is fo full and
cieas for it, that when the Spiric of God
comes to der it home, on the Conicience, the
Man is made to acknowledge chat it is verily
fo. he cannot wickltand the plain truth of
tie Sc“pture viz, that 17 Adam we alf finned,

accot (..H.g o, Kom. 1. And that there.

upon we are r:halgeablc wuh the Guilr of ir,

fo as by it 1o be expoled o all the evil con-

foquents of ir, even all the fruirs and effedis
of the wrarh ofGod, wiiich weie introduced
by irs which puts him upen the expetlation
of being calied to a» account for ir,ad hear
the peralty ot it. Thws He convivcerh Men
{;f S,
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2. ¥ TE cenvircetl thewm of Mifery.  This



