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'THE Spirit applycth to us the Re-
demption purchaled by Chrift, by work-
ing Faith in us, and therchy uniting usto
Chrift, in our Effeétual Cailing,

NDER rthe former Queltion, we took

an Account of the general “Narure,
Necethity, and Author of Application, We
are here pointed to the Cenfideration of the
Way or Manner of the Spirit’s working it in
vs. There are Three things intimated to us
in this Anfwer, 1. The Way in which the
Spirit {o applies Chrift’'s Redemption to us,
asit bcecomes ours,ie LyUniting us o Chriff.
2. The Courfe that he takes to produce this
Union, wiz. by working Faith in us. 2. The
Work in which this Faith,and the confequent
Union is produced, wviz. Effettual Calling.
The two latter of thefe will come under after
Confideration- 1 {hall therefore at prefent
take no further notice of them, than is necef-
fary for the opening and clearing of the for-
mer. Let us then obferve, that Faith is the
proper uniting Grace, by which we arc made
ene with Chriff, and thac this Faithisa
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wotk of the Holy Spirit, and preduced in us
in Converfion.  Bur thar that lies befare us,
is our Union with Chrift. And berein gene-
1al, lev us obferve, That there are two paris
of Application, viz. Union te, and Communi-
onwith Chrift. The former of thefe isthe
ground of the latter,_ or the foundation on
which it is laid, or the medivm by which it
is introduced. We mult firlt he in Chrift,be-
fore we can partake in his henefits.  All the
promifes are treafured up in him, 2 Cer. 1. 20,
And fo, it 1s with Him, that God givesevary
thing elfé tous,Ram.5.32. TheDo&trine of this
Union, is very myftericus, and molt abftrufe,
next to that of the hypoltarical {Tnian of the
two Narures, Divine and Humage, in the
Perion of Chrift. Tt is therefore profitable
for vs o take a hrict’ view of it at prefear,
for the avoiding of the dangerous miftakes
on either hand. And herc 1 fhail purpalely
wave divers niceties uled by fome, and endea-
vout to accommodate my felf to vulgar Ca-
pacities. And here we may firft confider of
the Narare of this Union, and then of the
Way in which it is wrovght,

{. TOUCBHING the Naraure of this Union,
we may conceive of it in this Defeription,
It is @ myflical and firitual Conjunilion nade
berween Chrift and the Believer, whereby they
are brought intothe nearelt relation, ome to the
other. In which Defeription thereare feveral
things to be taken notice of,

1. THE Partics berween when this Union is
made, viz.Chrift, and the Believer. The norionf
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of Union intimates chings that are dwerfe,
and yetrin fome relpett one; and oftentimes
they become one by vertue of this Uaion,
wiich betore it, were not only divers, but
diffin?.  And fo it is here. Therc arcrhere-
fore two Parties, which are fuppofid 10 be
fubjetts of it

(1) THE one Farry is Chrift,  Oa which
account he and his Church are calicd by oue
pame, Chrilt, 1 Cor, 12, 12, For as the body
is one, and bath many memb:rs, and all the meni-
bers of 1bat one body, being many are one body
fv aifo is Chriff.  And here weare 1o corfider
him, neirker meesly as Ged, or a divine Per-
fon, ner meerly in tegard of his humane Na-
ture, bur as God-Man Mediator, I is vrue,
by Chrift, we are united roGed.  Hencethae
wondertul expretion, Joh 17, 21, Thar zhey
ol may be one, as ihow Fuber art in me, and 1
in thee, that they alfo may be one in ur. Bt it
is the Perfon of Chrilt whom they nextly
adhere to. And indeed, it was by the Son’s
becaming Man,andMediator,thar the way was
made for this Union.but for which, there had
boen no coming at God hy finful man, but he
would have been as dry {tubble to a confume
ing fire, It is by him that we have accefsto
Gad, bph- 2,18,

(2.) THE other Farty is the Believer. Not
that there is any article of time in which he
is a Believer beiore this Union is made 5 for
our Arfwer tcils us, that by working Faith
in us, he nairgs us. We therefore read, Eph,
3. 17, Thar Chrift may dwell in your Learts by
faith,  Before believing we arc finners, and
feparate from him, but by faith we receive
him; Bur yet there isanantecedency in or-
der of nature, in as much as faith hath the
pature of an inftiument, or medium  of this
Union. It may alfo well be expreft by the
Believer, becaufe all Believers, and none but
Believers, are thus united to him,

o, THE gereral nature of it 5 it is 2 Cors
Jun&tion made berwmeen thefe two. Believers
are, on this account. faid te be joined 10 the
Lord, 1 Cor.6-17. The word fignifies to ad-
here clofe, as things that are giucd one to
another, noting tie intimacy of it. There
are feveral Conjun@tions of things, all of
which are not of the fame kind or nature,
though all imply an uniring of them; we
mult therctore parfle this a linde further.

Hence,

2. THE tpecial naturs of if, may be gathered
from thz refi of 1be Deferipiion.  \Where three
things are aflerred, .

(1) THAT ir s o myftical Union. The
Apoltle teils us that iris agrear Myftery,
Epb.s5.32. Nowa Myftery isa thing that
is abftrufe and fecret, we have a notion of
the thing itfelf, burare at a lofs about the
way and manner of ir, we canaot underftand
or exprefs how it was brought abour. The
Myftery of a Trinity of Perfons in the Uni-
ty of the God-head, of the two Natures infi-
nitely difproportionable in themfelves,united
in the Perfon of Chrift 5 and of the Union of

a Belicver 1o Chrift o Kegenerartion, are
fiepths, which the ling of our undetftanding
is not able to fathom 5 but after odr urmolk
iearch, we molt fic down to gaze upon them
with admiration. How many overdarirg
Spirits, nct content to acknowledge their
own ignorance, have ron thomfielves inte
blafphemy, whiles they have confounded thig
with the two tormer, and f2id, we areGodded
Wi[il.GOd, and Chrifted with Chyift ? [t is
certain, that our whole Man, Soul and Er:vdy
are united to the whole Chrill, God-Madn 3
but neither are we made to lole our bumie
natute, and become diviney nor is our huma-
nity fo united to Chrift, as is that individeal
which be karh allumed 1ntn union with his
Perion 3 which Hypoftatical union is preper
to that individaal ¢ It is another manacr of
thing, and we moy make fome gueflus at i
by that which tellows.

(2.) 1I' s a ipiritual Urion. It is not
thercfore to be locked on with a carnal Eye,
ot entertained with carnalConeeprions. I is
real and not imaginary, but yet itis noi that
which our fendes are o be admived Judges
of, but hetng {piritual, we moft have ipisitu-
al thoughrs abour it. The Apoltle rtells us,
1 Cor 6+ V7. Bar be that 35 joned 10 the Lord,
# one Spirir, The diltance of place berween
the humane nature of Chrilt in Heaven, and
ours here upon Earth, doth no way impcde
it ; the {eparation betwcen our Sculsand
Bodies ar Deach, doth not dillolve it, but
when the Soul is in Heaven, and the Body is
turmed to Dult in the Grave, the union of
bothto him abides indifloluble. Weare there-
fore faid o die za the Lord, Rev, 14,12, 1o
be dead in Chrift, 1 Thel. 4. 16, And 10 fleep
in Jefwr, ver. 14, But though this union bg
rruly {pirirual, yerthe Word of God gives us
diverfe carnal fimilitudes of'it, for thée Lelp
of our underltandings, which we muft varily
applv to it 5 not grofsle, bur {piritwally, re-
meatbrirg hat every fimilitude hath fome-
thing derettive in it, and the Spiric of God
ufeth many, beecaule uo one can tully adum-
brate it. It is compared to chat of a Viwe
and its Branches, Fob- 15.1,2,4,5. 10 note the
clofenefs and connaturalnefs of ir, and tolet
us underliand, rhat by verrae of i, we daiive
all our lite, and fruit from Chrift, and receive
the fame fap of Grace from him, which is ra-
dicatcd in him.  Bur yer, there is this diffe-
sence, the branches do grow naturally our of
the Vine, and ase of the fime individual fuba
ftance with ir, whereas Chrift and we are
perfonally dittin&, and we are_pur into him
by an implanting, Rom. &, 5. For if we beve
been planted sageiber in the hiiencfsef bis dearh:
we fhali be alfo inihe lincfs of bus refurreifion;
Heiice it is relembled toa Cion, thatisgrafi-
¢d intod ftock, Rom. 11,17 Trereby inti-
mating, that though by it we participate in
his fapand vigour, yer this urion is noi by
natuge, bur it is an cffeét of free Grace. We
were before united to theiift Adam, but we
are tukeg out of him, and pat iato Chrifh
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And there is here allo this remarkable diffe-
rence, that the Clon turas che 1ap into froits
of its own kind, whereas the Believer upon
I/nivn with Chrift, and drawing nousifhment
from him, bears fruit accordingly 5 fhiritual
Jrait. 1o is expreft by a Body coulfifiing of
head and members, 1 Cer 12,12, noting the
iymetry & proportion there is between Chrift
and Believers in his myflical Body : and chat
they are managed & aflifted by his influcnce,
and that there is a lympathy between them
but vet this is alter & more tranfcendent man-
ner than that. It is compared 1o thar ot a
Building, conlifting of a toundation & {uper-
ftru€ture, in which every Believer is ong
ttone, 1 fer o 2.4, 5,6, to thew us, thar the
whole ftrengeh of this Union is in Chrift, It
is he who bears ic up, and helds it rogerhery
that our whote weight lies upon him, Ouly
in this it differs, rhat in this Building every
onc is a living ltone.  And to name no more,
it is refembled by the union thar is made in
Marriage between Hushand and Wite, Eph 5.
31.32, They remain two individual perfons
ftill, bur vet rthere is an onenefs berween
them. Aad this adds to all the tormer com-
parifons, that it is a rational union, and is
tounded, in mutuat coalens, from whence
proceeds that boad by which, they are tyed
one to the other infeparably. This therefore
of all the fimilitudes uled in Seripuure to
expicls (his union, is moft frequently made
vie of, as molt wonderfully exprefling the
excellency of ir, and moft clearly diftin-
guifhing it from the hypoftatical union of
the two Natares in Chrili, Hence,

3. AT is an Union that [rings them into the
meareft Relation each to arher.  Indeed, it is
not meerly and purely relarive 5 ir is a real
thing as was before obferved. And o rhere
is fomethirg real, which is the foundation
of many reladions in this World 5 as berween
the Vine and its Branches, the Scock and the
Graf, the Foundation,and the Stonestharare
Luilt upon it, the Huasband and the Wite,
¥his Union isTuch,asby vertweof itwedwell
*n him, and he dwelleth in s, 1 Fobl q- 12,
And fowe become the Temple of ibe fivingGod.
Teis an Union by which the {ame Spirit rhac
dwells tnthe ManChrith,dwells in us, fo that
weare ong Spirit, 1Cor6.17. Hence we have
{uchawendertul expreflion,Rom 8.1 1. 8ur if the
Spirit of bir that raifed up Jefus from the dead
dwedl in yoie: be shar reifed wpChriff fromthe dead,
Tralt alfv qurcken your mortal bodies, by bis Spi-
wit thae dwelleth 1n yow. It is an Union by
which Chrift derives every Grace of his to us,
and caulerh us ro partake in ir, according ro
cur meafure, Joh-1- 16, Adad of his faluefs
buve all we received, and grace for grace. It
beicg like that precions Oinimenr, Plal 132.2,
11 is an Union by which our whole fpiritual
tife is founrained in him, and derives conti-
nually from him to us, G/ 2. 2. Witheut
which derivation, or continued infloence, we
can do no Ipiritual attion, Fob.15. 5. Butyet
the refaltancy of the Union is the making

of thar relation between him and us, where-
by we are placed moft neir vo him-  Hence
that wonderful expreffion, Eph. 5- 2c. For we
are wienthers of bis body, of bis flefp, and of bis
boses. Which is not carnally bur {piricually
ty be underffood. Mot that we do by ir de-
riveour body, and flefh and blood from him,
as the efficient, for in this we differ not trom
all other Creatures; but be is locked vpen
as the fecond Adam, and fo {piritually deriv-
ing a new Nature to us, by which we are
made like him, and {piritually are as near
him, as a man’s Acfh and bomes are ro him na-
turally,  Hence all thefe relative Titles de-
rive, as Head and Members, Beloved ard
Spoufe,&c.  Andthismay fuilce ro be ipoken
concernirg the Natare of this Union.

IL. TOUCHING the Way in which it is
wrought s This alfe is as mylterions 2s the
former. We are told that it is done by
Efieciual Catling, So thar when we come ro
a particular inquiry into the natwe of that
Work, we may from thence receive furthes
tight into ir, We are alfo vold, that itis
done by the working of Faith in us, which
is the prodult of effeftual Calling. When
theretore we come to confider how we come
1o be made Believers, we may then perceive,
how this Union is brought about & compleat-
ed. Thnis might be illuitrared in each of the
forecited comparifons, but that which tooks
upon us as reafonable Creatures, and points
us to that mureal confent which goes Intoir,
is the moft full and comprebenfive. Here
then let thele few Kemarks be made for our
heip in it

1. THAT there is not only a nataral, but e
moral diftence between Chrifl, and the Sinner,in
bis naturel flate. Not only are they two
diftin¢t Perfons, but fin had made a great fe-
paration between them. Pfal 522 They
were far off from him, belore he came to do
this in them, Eph. 2. 13. But now in Chrift
Fefus, ye who fometinies were afar off, are made
nmigh by the blood of Chriff. They were as con-
traty one ro another as light is ro darknefs.
They were gone far from Ged, and had no
mind to return to him again.  And hence,
there was little appearance of any likelihood
of there ever coming together 5 there being
fuch a contrariery between his fpotlefs holis
nels, and their univerfal impurity.

2. THAT the firft leading caufe of thisUnion,
is the Bverlafling Love of God to the Creature.
Ged isthe Author of it. If he had not fought
it the fianer never would. Hence thar, Ifai.
65- 1, 1 am fougbs of them thar ashed not for
me : Lam found of thew that fought me mor 2 1
Said, Bebold me, bebold me, wnto a nation ther
zas not called by my Aame. And that, 1 Job!
4- 13- We love bim - becanfe be firfl loved s,
God did purpoft concerning fome, fromEter-
nity, that when their fin had broken the
union betweep them and their Maker, he
would bring abcut another between them
and their Redeemer-  This therefore is
affigned as the prime reafon of their being

drawn
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dramwn to him, Jer. 31. 3. The Lord hath ap-
peared of old wnto me, [rying, Tea, I bave loved
thee with an cverlefling lve ¢ therefore wih
living kindnefs bave [ drawan thee. Yea,this is
theLove that {entChrilt to make way for fuch
an Union as this, which could not be till our
fin was fatisfed tor, which he employed him
about. 1 Joh. 4. 10, Herewnas Jove, not 1huz
goe [oved God, but that be foved res, and frne bis
Son 10 be the propitiaticn jor our firs.

3. THAT from this Love, God bolds 2 treaty
with the Sinner about thrs cffarr. Gud treats
with Man as a reafonable Creature, and here-
upon, in crder to the bringing #bout of this
Union, be comes apd communes with him
about it, and makes offers of it to him This
is done outwardly by the Gofpel, and the
Ordinances of ir, for the dilpenfing whereof,
e fends torth his Minifters as Amballadors,
and their great bufinefs is tomake the offers
of, and invite finfal Men to embrace Recon-
ciliation with God, through Chrift, which is
to be broughet about in this Unien Herce
we have thar in, 2 Cor. 5. 20, Now then we
are ambaff domrs for Corifty as though God did
befecch you by ws 5 we pray you 1n Chrifis flead,
be ye reconciled 1o God:

4. THAT in this ireaty,h - lays bofore the Sin-
ner all Argaments perfuafive, 1o move bim 1o
comply witl 1be offer made. He lays before
him, how highly rational it is that he {hould
1o do, and how every way advantageous and
happifying it will be for him. He theretore
declarés 10 him the miferable and undone
eltate that he is at prefent in, and that the
veafon of it is hecaufe by fin he hath {epara-
ted himfelf from the fountain of Life and
Happinefs, and broughe himfelf under all the
Curfes of the Law. He declared 1o him
that it can never be berter with him, o long
as he remains as he is, and the dilta: ce be-
tween God and him is not remaved 5 that
there is no other Objett of trult with which
ke can unite, thar is able to do him the lealt
kindoefs on this account, but will prove a
refiuge of lies, and an hiding place of deceit.
He proponnds the Lord Jelus Chrift to him
as one that is able and willing to remedy all
this mifery, by delivering him from it, and
to make him compleatly happy in cafe he
will rejeft bis afhignce elfewhere, and place
it upon him; that be hath Salvation to the
utmolt to bettow upon him; he opens to him
therefore the rerms of the New Covenant,
and fhows to him how he may comeby a
title to all the precious promifes that are
laid up in it, viz. by belicving on him, and
clofing in with him, as Prophet, Prieft, and
King of Satvation : AfTures hitm, thar in cafe
he thus doth, he thall receive all his benefits
which detive from bLim, and mult go with
his Perfon, Rem. 4. 32- That be fhafl receive
from him, Pardon of Sin, Peace with Ged,
the Adoption of a Son, all Grace 10 lerve
him, freedom from Condemnation, and an
nheritance among thofe that are Sanétify'd.
And withal affures him that if he neglett

or rejelt this Offer and Tnvication, ke will
not only lo_ﬁa all this Feliciry, bar add to his
Guilt, and incur the forer Condemnation for
lighting {6 great Salvarion,

5- TifE Spisic comes into the Soul, togethes
m:{b_ the propefals, and brings the Union about.
While the treary is ourwardly mamagirg, He
applies himfelt inwardly, and makes it to
becomne effetual.  And here,

,rfl-) HE seaves a clear Wlomination on 1he
Underflanding, whally 1o difcern the Emprinefs
of every viber Objedd, and the gisrirus Excelien-
cy of Chritt. This faving Union begins with
Light. The Eyes of the Underftanding are
opened, and the Difcoveries that are now
made are furpriziog, Eph, 1. 18, 19, He fees
now the Vanity of every thing elfe, which
he fomerimes thooght of worth ; and the
Beauty of Chrift, wherewithal he is furpriz-
ed ; and by vertue of this, he gives in a true
Verdit, his judgment being reétifyed ; and
this is the Renovation in the image of his
mind, fiph 4. 22, 7
_(2) HEREWITHAL He plants ali Lis faving
Graces ia the Senl.  That indeed is the New
Creatore, foritis resewed in rightecufnefs,
end truc bolincfs, Epb, 4. 24. This is that
which prepares the Soul ro give Chrift en-
reriainment in it; tor {o long as thar is un-
faultifyed, or unregenerare, ir can be no Ha-
bitation tor the koly One of Hiael to rake
up his abode in, it being nothing elfe bur g
hovel of impurity 5 yea, rthis is that
that is called rhe forming of Chriff in us,Gal.
4-19. For we mult not think that the Perfon
_of Qhrilt individuaily dwells in us, 25 it doth
in his own humanity, but he forms his like-
nefs inus, by infufing of 21l renewing Grace
into vs.  Apd this is that which impowers
us for the fubfequents afts in which this
Union is compleated. For till the body of
faving Grace be formed in us, we cannot put
forth any aét of Grace.

(3.) TOGETHER withihis, be draws forsh the
AL of the Soal, 1n which remouncing bis cague
with otber objedts, be confems to, believes in
{:W(J' S imbraceth Chrift as bis oter,  And th is’
is the uniting aét on ovr part,though wrought
by the cfficacy of the Spiric orGod. He had
put in 2 principle of faich before, and now
he draws it ovt and affifts ir,  Now the man
calts off kis former rruft on Lis Idols,  He
was glucd to them, Hofa17. Epbraim isjoined
76 ideds = Bur now he will have nething moré
to do with them, Chap- 14. 5. Epbrata thall

J2y, What bave [ro do QY more with Ldils. I:Io w
e takes Chrift as oficred, receives him, ac-
cording to the terms of the Tieaty beld with
him. And it is with, and in his wlle Sonl
thar he rhus entertains kim.  He rakesChrift
for his own, and refigns himfclt up treely to
Chrilt 1o be his.  And this is that Covenant
of Efponial mentioned, Ho/. 2. 18, 19,

() HEREWITH theSpirir tafees up s abodc
in the Man y and baving rarifyed 1he Union
eitablifbeth it unaltersbly. It is therefore ca)l
led an Everlafting Covenant, Iz 55,3, And

ot
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pot to be broken; their whole Life is now
hid in him, yea, he is their life, Col 3. 3, 4.
His Spitit manageth them, hLis Grace invi-
gorates them, his Image (hines forth by them,
they derive all their ftrength trom him, and
they revarp it all to him 5 they that touch
them to harr them, touch him, and he fecls
and sefents it 5 and they that difthonour him,
wound them, and they cannot bear it 5 foch
is the Union between them. Thus are we
brought into a parricipation in the Redemp-
tion of Chrilt, and all the precious beaefurs
Howing from it

Use. L LEARN bence the Dignity and
Safety of all 1rue Believers, Both of thefe
necelfarily flow {rom this Huion. Necds
muft it be a {uperlacive Honour for any
Creature, much mote finful dult and afhes,
to be advanced o {o near a Coajunttion with
the Ever-blell=d and Eternal Son. [t was an
Honour thar he put upon cur Nawure, ro af-
fume it into his Perion 5 buc it an high per-
fanal Honour to us, that he will advance us
to be Meambers of his Body, 1o be of his
Fleih and Baones, that he will pur his Name
upnn s, and dwell in us. And how fucure
muft the eftate of every fuch Soul be ? If

Chrift live, be muft live elfo 5 if Chrilt be
in Glory, fo fhall he too 3 nor canall
the Powers of Earth and Hell ever be able
to undermine that Man’s happinefs, who is
thus built upon this Rock of Ages.

Use. I HENCE, Les ibis be ¢ powerful
Ferfuafive 10 Young and Old,to come and belicve
on Ubrift.  Behold he invites you in the Gol-
pel, and by his Ambaffaders; and he is {triv-
ing with you by his Spirit. He ftands at
the Door and knocks, apen 10, and let him in,
yield to the framing hand of the Bleffed
Spirit. Refift bim nor, quench him not, re-
ceive him, and be is yours; tumn 2ll yout
other Lovers cut of doors, that you may be
for him and no other ; fo fhall the King of
Glory come into you, and take up his Ever-
lalting abode in you ; fo fhall thar knot be
tied, that Union be made berween him and
you, which fhall abide to, and through Eter-
nity ; through which fhall derive to you all
thofe Bieffings which tha!l make you happv
through Time and Forever. Take him row
in his moft earneft Offer, leaft if you refule
him, you rue it when it is too late,
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