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22 LA HD is the Redeemer of GO D's
i gy Elefd s
Y

The only Redecomer of GOD's Eledt,
is the Lotd JESUS CHRIST, who being
the Eternal Son of GOD became Man,
and fo was, and continues to be GOD
and Man, in two ditinét Navores, and

one Perfon for ever.

Axnswensn

AVING confidered of the rarure and
H nceelliey of Man’s Kedemption, and
that for i, it was requifite that there
fhrould he a Redeemer. As allo, how this
atbair was ferrled in an crernal compatl, We
are now 10 proceed o a more dillin€t enqui-
ry into this myiterious and alonithing Re-
demption.  And here two things will come
pnder wur contemplation, T, The Perfon of
the Redeemer together with his Fitnefs for
{tuch a Work ;3 which is poipted arin the
{ix fubfequent Quettiens. =z, His Exccution
of this Wark, in twe Quellions mare.

I. THE - Ferfon of the Redeemer 1ogeiber
guirh bis Fiancfs for fuch 2 Work, Touching
the Perfon himfelf, I{hall not infift an a di-
tinft canfideration of him, feparate from the
confideration of his fitnefs to redeem, where
there Will be occafion to treat ot ic. Only
in general obferve, That the fame Perfon
who undertock this provinge in the Cove-
nant of Redemption, was he that engaged
in, and went through it in purfance of chat
Covenant. Who, ag we have oblerved, was
no other but 1he eternalSen of God, the fecond
Ferfon in the facred Trimity, who in refpett
zo the defign he was profecuting s called
Fefus a Saviogr: and with regard to his
unétion to it is ealled Chryfl, God's anointed.
Let us then pals over to the fpeculation of
his fitnefs to redeemn,  That the Son of God
might attually redeem us, it was requifite
that he fhould be every way ficted and fur-
nifhed for his work. And for this there
were tWo things neceflary, (1,) That he
might be furaithed for the work ir felf
(2.) That his wark might ke accepred and
fo become cife€lual to accomplith the end
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for which it was undertaken.  And here-
upon there argtwo things to he looked vpon
as helonging to this preparation of lis, viz,
His Iycarnation, asd his Unética. The for-
mer of thele is laid open to us i1 this
Queftion, aad that which toflows; the lar-
ter io the Four that come afier, which we
may accordingly Teok into,

v TEE fird sbing in Chriffs fitnefs 1o Re-
deesr is brs Incarmarion. It may not be amifs
1o give the reafon wihy we are 1o atiign it
bither s finceitisa contiderarion of weigh,
and hach afforded marcter ot difpote. That
the Inearnation of the Son of Ged lath a
proper refped to his Redemption s vndenia
able, without it be had ot been, could not
be ourRedeemer, as will Ly afierwards made
evidently ro appear, Now it is eerraiy that
this Incarnariva is no pare of the wotk it
felf ; pordoth it belong to either of {hem,
There are two parts affigned o the walk
of Redemption wrought onr by Chrill,
viz, His Humiliation, and Exaliariom. I
know of nonc that atlign it to hisExalratien,
hut divers doto hisHumiliation. Now thac
Chrilt’s Incarnation is no part of kis Humi-
liation may be fufficicntly demionftrated. By
Chrifts fncarnarion we underftand she affieanp-
tion of an hamane nature by the Son of Gal
1ntg wnton warth bis Ferfon 5 of which we are
to confider afterwards. Now rthar this
allumprion did not belong to kis Humilia-
tion as a part of it will be made to appear
by thefe things,

(v.) WF this belomgs 1o bie Humiliation, ther
be was aflwallyhumbied by veriue of this affunp-
vicn, which he was wor, ~indeed we
rcckon  his humbling  himfelf for any
att of his condeftendency 1o his crea-
tures, fo it may be acknowledged, Sa Ged
himfelf is faid to humble hLimfelf, Ffal
113. 6. Burtif we take it as we do bere, for
his debafing himfelt, it cannot be affirmed of
ir, For it muft be either in reipeft to the
nature affoming,or affumed ; buc in neither.
Not in regard of the nacure affeming, which
was divine, for thar is jnir felf incapzble of
being humbled or abafed 5 and De therefore
took our nature on him thar he might be
humbled in ir, Fbil, 2- 7. Nor in refpect of
the narure affumed, which was humane, for
that was indeed cxalted and honoured I?'Y
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this alumprien - fer, though it hereby loft
sts diltin€t bumane perfonality, ver ivgaiped
a mote glorious condition, in heing of the
Perfon of the Son of God.

Againdt this itis Objetted,

Obj. THAT it was in yegard of neither na-
ture by it Jfelf, boib of both in conjunifion
meeting in Chrift in the flate of @ Medrator.

To which 1 reply,

1. THAT the conjunition of bis twe natures
Belongs to bislmcarnarior. And hence it by this
conjunétion he was humbled,it mult refer to
one of the two, which renders ehe conjuntli-
on 10 be a debafing of Chrilt : for fitl it is
trag, that the Perfon himfelfis divine, and
hatl: nothing added to him but the relation
of the aflumed humanity 3 which relation
doth no way diminifh hiseternal glory 5 nor
is that namre made more low by is.

2, THAT Chriffs Incarmarion did not of it
SeIf put biw into the flate of @ Mediaror. 1t
only ficted him for ir, but it was his-Office
thar made him {o ; 1o thar he was, in order
of nature incarnate antceedently to his bear-
ing of his mediarorial Offices. For they were
given him confidered as Ged and Man in one
Porfon.

(2.) CHRIST’s Humiliation was thar part of
bir Redemprion in and by which be made far15-
faition to the few of God on rur acconni. But
his Incarnation made no part of this fatis-
fi&tion, The Homiliation of Chrift is, by
all the Orthodix, accounted to be that which
in all the parts of it referrcd o che faris-
{action of the jultice of God ; bur he did
not Tatisfy by raking curnature, onty he be-
caime capable of it

AND whereas it is here objetted, Tia
Chrift wes bambied in bis very Incarmation
and benee it muft needs be a pare of bis o
Jintion, 1t may be readily anfwered 4 That
becaule that things are rogether, it doth not
follow that they are the fme : and fome
things may be together in time, and one in
order of nature heforc the other. Thera
weie hut two ftates in which Chrilt was o
be, refurring to Redemption, tor both of
which he was to take cur nature, viz. Hu-
miliarion andExalration ; and he roult chere-
fore of necefiity oo foener be in our narurg,
But be in ene of them, Naow his Humilia-
tion was the firlf, being 1o make way for his
Exalration, which was the reward of ik
Fhil 2. 7,8,9. Hence he was no fooner Incar-
nate, but he was in a ftare of Humiliations
and rogether wich our natare, he took the
infirmties of it upon him. Yet we are 1o
diftinguifh between the affumprion ic felf,
and the quality be put himfelf into when
he affumed it. Chrift was firft to appear in
our pature in 2 ftare of Homiliation, wien
therefore ke tosk a0t narure he pot hitleld
into a dehafed ftate,butall theconfiderations
of that debafed condition,were only adjunéts
of liis Incarnation, and not effenvial to ic:
and chefle ndjun&s were not only leperable,
bor in dug time feparatcd,  Hence,

(3.) GHRIST's Lwcarmerion bore an equal
refpeit o bis Humiltation end bis Fxaitation.
And hence may as properiybecalled a part of
the one as of the other.  Chrift a5 Guod is
capable of neither, but he beeame manp that
hie might be capacitated for borh of them,
Flul, 2. 6. &c, I is in our paturs thar he
was humbled, and it is in rhe fame natyre
that he is exalred, So that if his Incarpa-
tion be part of his Humiltation, we muylt ne-
ceflarily conclude cither that when his worl
of Humiliation was done, he laid sBdeor puc
off our pature again 5 or clfe thar, Leine
{till Incarnate, he remains in a fhare of fo-’-
miliation now he is in Glory : and c¢onfe-
quently that the work of {arisiaction is noc
performed, uponwhich he was ta be cx:ﬂrcd.‘
which we neither do, can, or mav belicve.
It then propetly belongs to his fitting of
preparation tor this great work, and is ac-
cordingly keré to be enguired into,

IN che farther profccution of this Article
we are led by theCarehi/m to take notice o
two things, 1. The nature of this fncarng-
tion ; in the prefent Queltion. =2, The
manner of I, in thar which to)lows,

L IN swr enguiry into the nature of irhers
are rwo things we aray Ly sur owr phoychs
about, 1, Thenceeflity of ie, 2. The Incar-
nation ir felf

Firfi. TOUCHING the acrefiiry of 1. The
cnquiry may he s Wy aafl the Son of G ol be-
come Man i order 1o bis being o fiv Ferfon ta
be o Redeemer 2

A IN reply towhichlet it be obferved in
generul, Ther 1be Son of God, lwving in the
Covenant of Redcasprion wndertaken ihe pro-
vinee of @ Redeemer, did iherein cngare to
perfarm all that war reguifie to make i
effettually fo.  Now there were fuch things
neceffary to be gone through by fich an anc,
as required his beinga man, fo that heeould
no way kcep covenant with Lis Farher, hut
by fuch an aflumption. Here then aré rwa
things worthy our taking noticecof. 1. That
the Perfom of the Kedeomer mult needs he
God. 2. Thar he could not be our Redee-
mer without baing Mai too. A weord or
two of each. ‘

(v.) THAT the Ferfun of oxrRedeewer muft
necds be God, Such is the wotk, that no othey
conld have engaged in and pone chroogh i
It mult have broken the back of the ftrongelt
Angel of Heaven, though rthey excell i
ftrengeh.  There was Omaiporence tequifice to
the difchargeof this sftair. Thac is theretore
one of his titles, 121, 9. 4. Toe mighty God.
Ifai. 63. 1. Mighry to fave.  He muft be God
on 4 threctold account,

1. T0 fuftain bis bymane nmarwre in and
wnder its work, It was more than fuch a
frail chine could go throush and ot fink and
bteak under ir, it'it kad not been fupported
by his divine power. To bear the whole
weight of the wrath of God dee to finners,
and ro hold our and go through, and nac be
fwallowed up with ir, required infinite
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ftrength to fuppert im,and on this account,
he is 214 to effer bimfelf by the eternel fprra,
Heb 9. 14, ) ) ’

2. TO put the value into bis obedience where-
by it might be furisfailory torhe juftice of God,
it muft he precious blood indeed that was
able ro redgem us. Hence that in, 1 Pet. 1.
18, 10, Yo were not redeermed with corraptible
sty e,—but with sbe precisus blood of Chrilt,
ar of a famb withour blemifp and without ffoi,
And i the reafon of is being fo precious be
asked, we arc {ulliciently anfwered, becaule
it was the blood of God, Adfr 20, 28, lewas
ap infinite debr we had contratted, and it
muft be infinite {aristudiion thae conld pay
ir, for the Redemption of {o many milljons
as gre to be made happy by it ior ever:
and the value of this fansrattion muft How
{rom che worlh of his Perfon, He mult chen
be God.

3. TO be fit to purfac this Redewprion 19
effeacy. That he might with beldnefs ap-
peas belere God forus, to demand the Sal-
vation of his Redeemed. Heis u mediating
Redcemer - and could not be fobut ju being
God as well as Man, He mult be able to lay
his hand upon both Ged 1ad man, Fubo. 31,
and therefore muilt participate in the naturee
of both.

(2.3 THAT De conld nor be our Redeemer
withumt beirg Men olfe. Thiswill appear on
thie confideration ot thele things,

1. VHAT inthe refloring of man fromaifery
1o [elicity, refped & 1o be bad 1o the Covenant
of Works. God will not leap over thag Co-
venane to fave ane of the children ol men,
He hath made it furer than Heaven orKarth,
ddat. 5. 18, [t was the fdt hxed rule of re-
larive Juftice between (xed and man, Jomuldt
therefere be complicd with in rhe whele
tenor of i, 1F any recciveareward of glory,
it muft be upon a perfelt obedicnce 1o if,
for 1o that was the promife connetled. Thany
be delivered fromi che curde of ir, after ke
hach incurred it by difobedience, the chreat-
ned mifery multbe (uffered. If man be faved,
wercy and prath mult meer, £/ul 85 10
Provifion muft be made thar God may as well
be juit as be a jultifier of any, Kom. 3. 26,

2. HENCE be that is man’s Redecmer muft
be one able to couply with thar Covenamt ont
this acconnr.  Man being himlell falleaThere
of this ohedience, cannot be his own Redee-
mer, but muft lock lor it fromanorher. Now
man’s Redemption is not a mrer work of
power, but of righteonfiefs too s in which
1elpett the revelation of it is called, the re-
weiation of therizbreoufaefs of Gad, Rom.3.21,
5o that although Chridl be almighuy in ref
pctt of his God-head, yet it he camnor per-
form for. man this righteoufhels which the
law demands, in thae parure which is omni-
‘potear, that natare is not fufficient to confti-
te him an able Redeemer ; but chere mufk
be {omeching elie to render him fo.

3, IT is requifite thar maw's Redeenter bs
Jubjelt 20 the lam of Juflice which was given 1o

man,  Forif he mult anfwer it and yield
full fatistattion 10 ir, he mult be in fyb-
je€tion to it. Tt muft be able ro charge upan
him all that it had agaialt them whom he
ranfoms, and accordingly, arraign, judge, con-
demn and do execution upon him in purfoit
ot that charge : how elfe thould it rcepver
its own of him? The law can come upon
none hut foch as are under the command of
ir, and fubjeéted to ir,  He is therefore faid
10 be wade wnder the law, that be might redeem
Sub, Gall 4.4,5. Now he was nor capable of
this as he was God. The law-maker, who is
abiolutely fupream, caanot come under the
cenlure of his own law,

4. THE low of 1he firft Covenant bab none
bur man for 1ts fubjert,  When God Cove-
napted with man, it was with him as he
was {uch a fpecies of heing s the whole Kind
were contratted in our Aelt parents,and with
themall & none elfe,was that compatl made:
it was to man the precepr was direlted. Fob
2. z8. aud to him wys the promife and
threatning. Gen, 2. 17. So that this lawcan
chatlenge fubjcltion of none bur oue that is
a2 mun, and ol ddew’s race and lineuge,
Churift therefore was firlt made of a waoman,
that 1o ke might be under the law.  Heonce
the connultion, Gal 4. 4. Had he allumed
any other nature, it wonld not have done.
To have taken an Angelredl marure, weuld
have donc us nokindnefs.  This is defigned
in thar emphatical expreflion, Heb. 2,156, For
verily be took nor o bimibe matare of angels -
but bz 1ovle on lirm the feed of Abraham, They
therctore who deny the lacarnation of the
Son of God, pluck up a ner;c;ﬁ‘ury foupda-
tion of man’s hope for Salvarien.  Had not
the Word been made flefh, we thould never
have feen God in glory.  In dum, hadChrift
becn meer man, he hud been roo wesk s had
he been only Grd and nor man, he had not
been it to b our Redeemer,as 1he cafe ftood
iwith us upen the apeltacy under which we

ay.
Secondly. WE now pafsio the confideration
of the Locarmation it feif, according as ir s
tfaid duwn in the Anfwer befors ns. Which we
may rake an account of in four Parricylars,
(1.)ThePerfon affuming our nature. 2.3 The
nature whieh was affumed by hitn, (3.) The
affumption it felf, where we are ta obferve
the diftinétion and wnion of thele rwo na-
tures. (4.3 We may 2dd to look inre the
communijon beiween thetn, which follows
upon the formet.

. FOR ibe FPerfon affursing car patire. We
are told vhar it was the Freraal Sen of God,
The Apoltle commending the dellrine of
godlinefs for a great myftery, makes this
the firlt article in which i appears o be fo,
t Tim 3 16. Awd withour controverfy, grear
is the myflery of godlinefs : God was manifeft
i be fl:/h. And when the Prophet wouid
give s the letters of Chrill’s pame, the firf}
iS,tWﬂﬂdﬁ“fﬂf. Ifai- 9-6. And indeed every
peintin thislncarnation of Chrilt isa wender

Ica
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too aftonifiing £0r us 1o comprehend ¢ the
elearelt eyes of our weak underftandingsare
not able te gaze on this lishr wirhour daz-
fing - and theretore it is our fafelt way 1o
let faith embrace che rroth of divine reve-
fation, in behicving that it is o, which we
have reafon cnough ro do, becaule God harh
1aid ir 5 although if we critically examine
ac our bag low it & or cax be, we mult be
non-plult, and par to fileace, I fhall there-
fore here only give yon Scriptaral evidenge
for the proving the truth of two aflertions,

(1.) THAT ihe Yorfon afjsming var nature
was trae God.  As thisbelongs to cach Petfon
in the fiered Trinity, fo the word of God
abundanty conlinms itconcerning the Perlon
of the Redeemor,

1. THE divine Names are ihere giuen to
bime, And not only fuch as aie fomerimes
given to men 5 a5 Hfal 8z, 6. but the incom-
municable name, Jibovah, which peculiarly
notes the divine cllence, and,as fomelrivicks
oliftrve, founds s much as, he who was, is,
a.d 15 to come ¢ a.d was never in Scriprore
afcribed o any meer cleature. SeeGera g,
14, Fful 6% ve, aud, { am, which isalin pe-
culiar; Compare, Fxad, 3. 14, with Foh.B.58.
which notes the enjoyment of himfelf in an
grernd now,

2. THE divine jneommunicable Astributes
ave 1bers aferthed to bim as bis righe and pro-
prieiy. 8o Prov 8. 22, Jab. w1, Ererniry is
acknowledged to him, Umaiperency Rev.1.3,
Ubigurry,or incompiehendible Omulprefience,
Mar, 28, wlt. Omnifrience, Joh. 2, 74, 25,
Immutabi'ny, Heb.13.8. aod many other
inftances might be reckoned up.

3. HE & equal 1o God, and therefore muf?
needs e Iod. There is no comparifon, much
Yefs any cquality berweenGod and a creature.
Pfal. 89. 6. Jai. 40. 17. God js equalled by
none bat himfelf, and yer fee Phil. 2, 6,
Wha being in ihe form of God, thought ir not
voblery to be equal wiib God.  And for that
reafon the Lord of hofts calls him his feliow,
Zech. 13, 7. And whac faith Chrift himfelf
of himfelt, Toh.1o.30. Tand myFather are one,

4o HE performs divine works, or fuch as
aone bur God can do, tr bis own name, and by
bis own power. Mecr creatures have indeed.
been inftrumensal, but not intheir own name,
hut his, dés 3, 6. portheir own vertoe, bus
his,ver.12,13.  But Chrift co-eperates with
his Father inall his greas works. Joh.5.17,19.
Bur Fefus anfwered them, My Father worketh
bitberto, and | werk. Verily, verily, 1 fay anta
You, The Son can do nothing of bimfel} hut what
be feeth the Father do : for whar things focver
he doth, shefe aifo dorh the Son likewife.” And
in his own name, Mat. 8. 3. And Fefus pur
Jorth bis bund and touched bem fayirg, | will be
thou clean, And immediately bis leprofy was
elianfed.  The blind faw, the deat heard,the
dead lived av his pleafure. Yea the work
of Creatton is affigned to him, Joh. 1. 3. A2
shings were made by bim, and withogr bim was
wor any thing made that wer made. Heb, 1. 2,

By whom aifo be made the worlds, And the
great wotks of Provideace, Joh, 5. 21, For ap
the Father raifeth up the dead and quickneih
then : euven fo 1he Sou quickneth whom by wiil,

5. UE bail the form of God, Phil. 2 &,
Accarding ta our conception, things are dif-
ferenced by their forms; that therefore which
hath the fame form is the fame thing; a~d
it it be an individual form itis the fame
individual thing; and o it mufk be here for
God is but One. And hereupon,thar which
we call the definition of God is proper ta
kit I is the fpecial nature of the Deity, to
have life of it felt, and fo harh Chrift, Johe
5. 28, Foras the Futher bath Uife in bomfzlf =
Jo baah be given the Son 1o hive life in bimfeif,

6. B is vbe object of Farb. Divine copfi-
dence for crernal 1ift is to b placed o him
as Woll as on God. Joh, 14. . Let 2or your
heart be trombled : ye betieve in God, believe
alfe vr me. Yeafaith on him is nough eo sive
2 man ticle 1o falvarion, Job. 3. 14, — Who-
Jeever beliewerh fat bine, fhail mor perifh, bur
have cveriaffing life.  And men are eternally
bappy or muferable, according as they be-
lieve or believe not on him, wver, 36, Now no
meer creatare can be the objett of our faich.
- (2:) THE Ferfon affuming our nature was the
Ser of God, or the Second Perfon in ibe bicfjed
Trinity, It was notthe God-head or divine
effence abfolutely confidercd ; though, how
all fhould be but one God, and yer hut one
of theie Perfons afleme is beyond our fachom-
Ing ; yetitis no where afcribed to any of
the other, butever ro him : Nor ro the whele
Deity abftraftly confidercd, Ir was the divine
Wiidom that was with Ged From crernity,
Frov. 8. 22. It was the Word, Fob- 1. 14. the
Son, Gal 4. 4 We are then to belicve it to
be, though we Know not how ir is, And if
we cannot reach the underftanding of the
diftinCtion of the perfons themitlves, how
fhould we fee throtgh this?

. THE zatare affamed was Humane, Se
we are told, thar the Eternal Son of God
became Man. But of the particular maanee
of this, we fhail have occafion to fpeak under
the following Queltion, to which I refer it.
Only let us obferve that he took this nature
upon him, into union with his divioe perfon
tiuly and really 5 25 the word of God abuge
danty teflifies. And forchac reafonit is thae
Lie fo often calls himfelf, sbe Son of man.

Tsre L LEARN we bemee whar groand of
confdence we bave 10 look for compleat Redemp-
tione from Chriff. 15 our Redcemer God 7 Well
then may he be aid to be mighty, 1fhe had
been lefs than God, well might our faith
ftumble, How couid any other haveborn tha
crernal weight of divine wrarh,and not have
funk pnder it ? How conld he have hroken
thefe evetlalting bars of divine Jultice thae
tield us faft, had ke not been God ? Had he
had the force of all the Creation in one, it
world rot have done it. To deny Chrift to
be God, is to undermine our faith  nor thatl
we ever be able to give a good reafon of out
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hope, unlels we firrnly believe him to be a
divine Perfon. But what cannot he do for
us who is God ?

Usx Il STAND fhll and comtemplale the
aduirable condefeendeney of the Son of Uod,
wlo, 10 bring cbowt the Salvation of fallen man,
caufed 1ime and eternity ko mect in one. The
infinire Bering to tabernacle n'an houfe of
lay : how highly hath he dignified our na-
tuce above that of Angels? And how gloti-
euily hath be favoured us,chat o dous good,
Tie was pleafed to become one of us ? And
becaufe weconld not elle have been Redeem-
ed, rather than to fuffer us to tie and perifh
ip our curfed ftate, pur on the pacust of man
tods and dig in for us? Can we futficiently
celebrate this good will of kis to fuch vile
finners * Let us then worfhip him becanfe
he s Ged,and yee draw neatro him with holy
confdence, boeauia e is our brother,and hath
ruken part in our nature, that fo he might
have a tcllow fceling of our miferies and
fuccour us

CJANUARY 22, 1694 ]

T TR TE are powta ook fato the Afumption

Thele chings are effential to the Deity, and
wcro found inp him who was incarpare.

2. NEITHER doth the bumane Neture of
Chrift lofs its Effence. But he s truc and
pertedt man, He took the {me form, fhape,
{afhion wich other men, Fhil 2.7, The hu-
mane natore of Chrilt remains in irfelf a
fecondary Being, a reafonable creature, con-
fifting of a Soul and Bedy, as will be afer-
wards more enlarged on. He is the Man
Ghritt, 1 T7m, 2. 5. And on this 2ccount ke
1o often calls himf{elf the Son of Map,

(2.) EACH Nature rerains irs effential Pro-
peries, And this is neceffary from the
tormer,

1. THE divine propertics ave not taken awdy
or leid afide by ihis Affumprion. He pur nene
of them off in his Incarnation. He abides
grernal flill, e could theretore fay of hip-
felt as in, Jok. 8. 5%, Before Abrabam was, I
g, He is (1l infinite and omniprefent, Mar,
24, 2. He is ftill amnifeient, knowing the
very hearts and {ecrers ot men, Fob,z, 24,25,
He hath a divine andesftanding, Fob. 21, 17.
ard a divine Will; v. 22, yea, he is {fill God
erernally blefted. Rom. 9. 5.

2, HIS bumane properties continue without
beirg taken away, Confider him in the na-
ture aflumed, and he is a compound, litnited,
timed Being. Heisa finite crvature, hath

LT vhae te rarriemmfeetbharl Aaad rannoar he



