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SERMON Xxxui

QuEsTioN VIII

@220 dub GOD Execute Hir
:g H Eﬁ: Decrees ¢
HWEFTE AXsWEH®z,

GOD Executeth his Decrees in the
Works of Creation, and Providence.

E have heard, That the Decrees of

... God relate to fuch things as come to

pafs m Time; in this Decree therefore we are
to confider its Conflitarion, and its Execution :
the former hath’been taken notice of under the
foregoing Queftion ; the /atrer comprehends in
it the whole Work of Efficiency ; 2 Diftribution
of whichour prefent Anfwer affords us 5 and
tves us the occalion to fook into the thing it
?elf‘, whereof this Diftributicn is made, wvie.
God’s bgfcicneyy of which tzkethis Defcription =

I'T is that wherebyGod worberh aii 1bings £ all
£ 211 things WhatGod fore-ordained in hisDecree;
that he brings topafs in his Works ; thefe there-
fore are of an equal latitude. Efficiency figni-
fies the thorough doing of a thing. Every Be-
ing orThing is 2 Work of God,and claim’s Him
for the doer of it.

1. CONCERNING the general Nature of
Efficiency, take thefe Conclufions.

1. THE Efficientis « Cauje from which the
rbing is. For he communicates his Vertue unto
the Effet.  As Chrift once {aid, Vertur is gone
out from me ; fo God, in all his Works, {ends
out Vertve from Himfelf, and communicates
it to the Creature ; {5 that all things are vertu-
ally in Him as their Efficient caufi: as, Rom.
VY. 36 Of bim, and thro* bim, and 10 bim are all
Ibiﬂg:——-.

2. THE Work of the Ffiicient is to Prepare
the Matter, brimg in 1he Form, and Frnifh the
Thing 5 fomaking it fit for the attainment of
s End. Thus we fee in Artificial Works, asof
the Carpenter in building an Houfey £9¢. And
thus God doth Work Artificially iy all the things
that he doth.

3- EFFICIENCY is not an Immanent Ad re-
maining in God, but Tranfient, falling upon an
external Subject, and leaving an Impretfion or
Change upon that. This A¢t leaves no Change
i God 5 He jsthe fame he was; it only adds a
Relation to Him, which he bears to the Effeét ;
the only Change is in the Subje, which by it
pafleth from Not-being, to Being ;and o to fuch
a Being.

IL AS to the fpecia! Nature of Efficiency,
take thefe two. things, in the Defcription.

L. IT 1s that whereby God Works A/ things,
He Worksall kinds of things, great and fmall;

1s Finger is in every thing; there is nothing
done in the World but he is the doer of it, Eph.

Vo M. wwdle uorketh all 1hings -, If we

look ell over the World, and fecany thing ef-
fected or made ; any operaticn wrought,or thing
brought to pafs : we may fay,as the Magicians
once, This is the Finger of Ged. He had his
haud in it, or it had never been dope.

2. NOT ouly fo, but he Works A/l in olf
things y 1 Cor.12.6. It is the Jame God, which
worketh all iz 2ll. 1, e, The whole Efficiency of
all things Depends upon the Firft Canfe 5 not
only as to their Subftantial Beings, but alfo as
to the real Circumftances thereof, Ifa. 45. 7.
Tform the Light . and create Darénefs: I make
Peace, and create Buil  1ihe Lord do aji thefe
things,  All that concerns the Time, Place,
Event, Succefs, &, are ordered and wrought by
Him; He himnfelf drives the great and whoje
Trade of all the World ; being the Caufe of-z]}
Caunfes, and Firft mover of every thing thag
movesy Alls 17. 28, Iz Him we v, move and
bave oar being.

NOW that God is fuch an Efficient is worth
our proving's that {0 ourFaith being fetiled upen
it, may make futable Improvement of {3 great
and momentous z Truth : and this will appear
if we confider,

t. THAT all Beings or Things are Izener.
getieal, they can do nothing without the Cone
courfe of His Power & Efficicncy.  If we {peak
of them, as Nor being ; ( and once they were
not ) what can, what could the thing, (havin
no Exiftence, nor any remote principle of Ef=
fence,) contribute to its own Being, when it
never thought of it felf,nor was any thing ; net
having fo much as a Material Caufe, out of
which 1t might be made ? Or if we fpeak of the
Creatures already Made, being now in A
thereis a firft Mover and Caufe of their Actions
and Operations about themfalves, without which
they can do nothing: All Creatures are dead
Cy phers,of no fignification,except the Influence
of Godadds a Figure to them ; if He meves them
not, theyly dead, and cannot ftir they are as
Pictures and Idols, that can let out no Efficacy,
except he adts upon them, Sometimes the Sea
flows not, and Sur thines not, the Fire doth not
burn : and the Re: fon is, becanfe he withdraws
His Efficacy from them; they are all nothing
and vanity 5 If2. 4c. 19, Al Aations before bim
arc as noibing,” and they are couned 1o bin lefs
than mothirng, ond vanity,

2. IF weconfider His Sovereign Afling and
Ordering of every Mation of the Creature, and
that whether Nutural or Mozl Here mind twa
things :

(1.) HE can Irierpofe s Prevent the Motion
of the Creature,whens He Will, ‘T'hat he doth fo,
fhewsthat he can; & we haveInftances fufficient
for it 3 See for this, Job 9.7. He commanderh theSun,
and irrifeth not y and feaierh up the Srars. Plal,
106, 6. He rebuked theRed 3ea alfo, and it w.s
dryed up. Many fuch A&s as thefe have been
done at the Fxercife of the Faith of his Pecple ,
divers whereof are mentionied in Heb. 11. parti,
culagly v, 33,34 P {2)
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( 2. ) THE Creatutes, when they do aét,are
always at His Command, They do juft whatHe
bids them, and no mmore, or otherwife: DIfal,
48, 26, He caufed er eaff-wind to blow in the
heaven : and by bis power be brought 1n the foutb-
wind, &c, He is therefore 12id 1o be the Fa-
ther ofall thefe Effcats, Job 38. 28, 20. Hah
zhe rain a fatber ¥ or who baih begotren the drops
of the dew ? Qut of whofe womb came 1he Ice ?
and the boary froft of beaven, who bath gendred it ?
And they all are at his Word, and fulfill it;
Ver. 31, Pfal. 148, 8. And how can this be
afcribed to Him, but in regard of His preva-
fent and predetermining Efficiency ? He who
doth this, muft needs be acknowledged theFirft
Mover.

3. IF we take a particuler Account of things,
we thall difcern that this Efficiency ts in them
all, and that their whele Dependance is upon
it. And this will appear, both,

1. IN the Produfiion of all things., Whatfo-
ever is made, He made it. All things are the
Workman(hip of His Hands, Effefts which he
hath produced by the Word of his Power,
Gen, 1, 1. Ifa. 40. 26, & 41, 4. Hemade us,
and not we ourfelves. If we were made, we
had a Maker, and there was none could make
the Creature but He ; befides whom there was
nonc, when the Creature was not, And,

2. IN the Ordering or Manogement of the
things that are produced by Him. Inall the
carrying on of the Affairs of the wholeWorld,
He is 4//in A//y and his Hand isin every
thing.

( 1. ) IN the very Smalleft things that are.
Thereis not fo much as a Sparrew falir 10 the
groand, but it is according as He difpofeth it,
itis not without Him 3 and the very Hairs of
our bead areall numbred by Him, Matth.vo.29,20
There is not a Goard grows, nora Worm that
eats it, but it is according as he Orders it
Fonab 4.6, 7. He hath an Hand in the very
Birds building their Nefls,and difpofeth thereof
as he pleafeth, Pfal. 104. 17, 18,

(2.) IN the Greatefl things thatare,  As
the Leaft are not beneath Him, fo the Greatelt
are not above Him : All the high Wheels in
the World are turned about by his Hand.  All
the tranflations of Kingdoms, defolations
drought upon Dominions, and ruefull verfions
of Thrones, are the work of his Pleafurey He
doth all this ; Fer. 27.5. 6,7. Dun. 4. 72.
1 Sam. 2.5,6. Allthe rifings and fallings of
great Men are done by Him; Ife. 40, 20, 23,
Phak. v6.12. He fball car off the fpirss of Princes,
He 15 terrible 1o the Kings of the earth.

(3.} IN the moft Evenzuons things thatbe,
Things which feem to us to be moft Cafual,
and to have no pre-difpofal, He is the derer-
mining Agent in all thefe. We may inftance
in Lors 3 Men caft them, and there is 2 Con-
tingency inthem 3 as to any thing in fecond
Caufes, there is no Diferetion ofthe Creatnre
in the dire@ion of them ; yet are thefe wilely
over-rulted by Him,and he makes them Decide
matrers juft as he had before Purpofed 3 Prov.
16, 33. Toe Lor is caft imsa the lap, bat

the whole dfpofing theresf is of 1be Lord.
Thus the Lot fell upon Acham, upon Suz/, &e.
And this aifo iseminent in the Determinaticn
He puts upon things that are done without
Counfel, tomake them to fulfill kis Counfel 3
thus in the Arrow thar flew Absd, 1 Kings
2%, 34. God isfaid to deliver a Man into his
hand, that kills another accidentally, Exed.
21, 11,

(4. ) IN all the Evi/r that do befall the
Children of Men: God challengeth this to
himfelf, Amos 3. 6. Shall there be Evilin the
Ciry, and the Lerd bath not done iz ¢ And the
things that are molt Eventuous ip them/felves,
ver they are Purpofely and Deliberately done
by God; and i—]e Connelted all the things
which produce fuch 2n Event, If aTile fall
from 2 Houfe, and flay a Man, God brought
him thither in the inftant. Agd indeed, if
all thefe things are fore-appointed by God, as
we before heard proved; thenHe hath an hand
in the fulfilling of hisPurpofe ; & this Fob gives
Him the free Acknowledgment of, inevery
thing thar he met withal 3 Job 23, 14. For be
performeb the thing 1hat is appointed for me.

( 5.) IN the difpofing of the freeR dtfions
of the treelt Creatures, viz. An gels and Men,
Thefe are Caufes by Courfel, of their own
AtYions ; they have a free Will of their own,
tut yet He doth all hete toe. He preferves this
Will of theirs; or elfe it could not exert it felf
at all; and He inclines it too, to be fure toall
that is Good 5 there is never a good motion in
it, but He put ivin, Ffal 119,23, 34. Yea,
He hath an hand alfo 2bout Sin, thovgh with-
out Sin : He hardens the heart, and biinds the
Mind ; Exod. 14.8. and Rom, 11. 8, God bark
given them the Spirit of lumber, Eyesthat they
Jhould not fee. He ufeth them as Tools, orIn-
ftroments, to Work his Pleafure by, in the
World,and makes their Wrath ferve his Praife,
Ce. Plal. 76, vo, Surely the wrath of man fhall
praife ibee---. They mean one thing, and He
ancther; and whilft they puifue their. own
Defigns, they only Accomplifh Bis 5 1fa.10.6,7.
{will fend bim againft en bypocritical nation
and againft 1he people of my wrarh will  give bim
@ charge to 1ake the fpoil, and to take the prey,
and ro1read them dowon like the mire of the fircets.
Howbeir, be meaneth not fo —-. And if all thele
Works belong to God, then needs muft Al-fuf-
ficiency belong to Him 5 He muft be Acknow-
ledped to Work 2ll, apdin all. Andit is to
be obferved, that in ali things, God keeps
His Eye fixt upon His Decree : Efficiency is
nothing elfebur His cxecuring of that; it doth
neither more, nor lefs, nor otherwife, He is
faid 1o do wharfoever willed or pleafed ;
which Will or pleafure of His is not an occa-
fional thing, as Men’s Pleafures are : bur it ig
Himfelf, from Eternity, Fixed, and Immuta-
ble; which is His Decree.

NOW qur Anfwer gives us a full, general
Diftribution of this Efficiency, giving us the
two Heads, to which all that can be mentio-
ned, as relating to it, melt bereduced, Al
the ExternalWorks of God belong hither; God

gives
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gives a Perng to all things that are ; and having
made them He rakes Care of them,and Provides
for them, Orders and ‘manageth them to the
Ends and Purpofes they were made for. The
Creature could not make it felf; a meer Non-
entity could not reduce it felf into a Being, but
muft have remained Nothing for ever, if he
had notgiven it Exiftence : and when itis made,
itis as %ittle able to Mamtain its own Being ;
the fame hand that produced it,muft fet a fecond
hand to it, or elfe it will return again into No-
thing 5 and under thefe two we fhall find all the
Works of God. A diftinét inquiry into each of
thefe will be afforded usin purfuance of the fol-
lowing Queftions 3 which will afterwards come
mder our confideration.

Uske 1. HENCE, It is a fafe and good way
to root Arheifm outof our hearts | and confirm
us in the Belief that there 152 God, to fludy
much 1be Dollrine of Ffficiency, The Apofile
tells us, That the lzvifible God, 15 fren and
known by viftble things, 1. e AGs of Creation
and FProuviderce, Rom. 1. 19, 20,  And the
Plalmiit read the Declaration of His God-head
in His Works, Plal. 86. 1c. For thow are greas
and doe[t wondrous things 1 1hou art God alone.
There are glorious, mighty and powerful Works
wrought which claimno lefs Wifdom and Power
than that of a God to bring them about. The
Production of a World, fo. framed and made;,
{o great, fomany, and {b curious Beings produ-
ced, and all out of Nothing ; the great Revolu-
tions and Changes in the World, the wonderful
fecret movings of thofe great Wheels; the Con-
currence of all things to the bringing about E-
ternal Projecis : Did but the Atheift read thele
things over in his mind, and well confider of
them, he muft fay, the Finger of God, ( not
Nature, nor Chance, but the God of Nature, ) is
i all thefe things 5 and the hearts of Chriftians
would be greatly letled againft all the Tempta-
tions to doubt of the Being of God by this Con-
fideration.

U s £ 2. HENCE Tbere is muchof God 10 be
Jeen in all the Works which we daily fee done
in the World. Something of God appears inall;
thereis no Work which He is not in, no Acion
which he Orders not 5 and that, not as a bare
Spectator ox Supervifor, but an Agent in all.
We fee and hear of many wonderfulProvidences,
firange Changes that ave brought about, fupen-
dous Effects which non-plus our Underftandings
in the enquiry after the Caufes of them : Now,
who, or whatever be the Inftrument, He is the
Efficient ; and this is to be obferved in every
Paflage, whether of Kindnefs fhewn us, or Inju-
ry done to s, it isthe Lord, he bids Shimes to

Curfe Davidy and this may teach us fo Adcre
and Worfhip Him in all.and to fit down quieted
under whatloever befalls us, faying with him,
Plal. 39. 9. [ was dumb, 1opened nos my mourh,
becaufe thou didff it.

Us g 3. LEARN hence, That it is the Chri-
fians Duty 10 dwell much on ihe Contemplarion
of the Eficiency of God. TRl 68. 5, Cime and
Jee the works of Ged.  Plal.77. 11,12, [ will
remember the works of the Lord: jarely | wilf
remember 1by wonders of old,  1will meditate of
all thy works. God's Works help his People to
Work, in the reviewing of them: And this
will ferve both to keep the Mind in a Spiritual
frame, admiring at the Glery of Ged, declared
in His Works 5 and to help them to carry it re-
verently, and fearfully before Him, keeping up
an high efteem of Him in their hearts : { Al
low and mean thoughts of God, proceeding from
a wznt of confidering his Works, ) and keeping
their Souls humble, when by difcovcring His
Infinite Greatnefs, in the %reat things that he
hath: done,they are effetually convinced of their
own Lisiiencys, yea Northingnefs 5 that humbled
Job, Chap. 18. with 40.41. & 42 3, 6.

Us & 4 HENCE Ged 15 10 be fousht 10, 10
work all our works inus, and for s : We, alas ¢
can do nothing of our felves ; and yet we have
great Duties lying upon us, but are without
Strength 5 our Operations depend upon him ;3
Phil. 2. 13. It is God which workesh in you, both
to will and todo, of bis good pleafure.  Joh.
15. 5. ~«Wahous me, ye can do nothing. “He
mlllﬁ fet our Wheels on going, elfe they fland
fiil.

Us £ 5. HEREis the Reafon,why the.Sqinzs
Jball never failin their Weorks 5 becanfe they bave
an Insereft in, and Affilance from Him, who
works all things according to the Counfel of His
#ill. Chrift, who is a/l, and in all, dwells in
them and helps them; the Spirit, who is God,
hath made them his Temple 5 how then fhall
they fail

Us e 6. LET this then encourage Fuith in
God, for the accompl fhmens of cvery Promife ,
and direlt us togrve 10 God the acknowledgment
of all the Performances of them. When God
would eftablith His People’s Faith, He: leads
them hither, Ifa. 45. 1y, 12. Thus fairh the
Lord, the Holy One of Ifrael, and his Maker,
ask me of things 1o come, concerning my fons ;
Ihave ruade the Earth, and Created Man™ upon
it, &c. And when Paulwould draw us to give
God all Praifehe points us to this, Rom. 11.36.
For of bim, and 3hro’ bim, ard to bim, are all
things 5 10 whom be glory for ever. Amen,
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