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jntance with the feveral Religions, which
Itqllmléalclfildrcu of Men have taken up, and fol-
lowed. If we look all the Se@s of the
Genyile Religion, we not find in them any
the Jeaft footiteps of man’s Salvation by Chrif?,
and faith in him. They have fet up Molerrons
Worthip, and {erved Eods of their own making,
bowed down to ftocks and flopes - among
Twenty Thoufand gods, have mift of the
srue Oge; have betook themfelves ta moral
Vertyes, asthe way to felicity ;5 and thoughthey
had Sacrificer, yet they neither ufed them as
1ypical thadows of Chriff,nor did they offer them
to GO D, but to Pevi/s. If we lock upon the
Mabomeran y though they do in word ackpow-
Jedge God and Chriff, yet they neither acknow-
ledge Chrift as Redeecmer, nor do they pre-
feribe fairh in him as neceflary, nor yet do they
acknowledge his Laws 1 but fetup their owtt in
Oppofition to his. If we confider the Anri-
Chrifiian , whatever pretence they make, yet
they have fubuerted this Rule, in the founda-
tions of it ; ingfmuch asthey have joyned orher
Mediators wnto Chrift 5 bave enervared faith
in hisRighteonfnefs for Juftification & Salvation;
and breught back a Covenant of Wa;kr 3 have
{et up their own Cazos, mot only in equality
with, butin Oppofirion to his Commands; and
beraufe they loved not the Truth,have been left
lieve Lies,
ko ﬁﬂi-lEN CE the clgfer fuch men follow
thefs Religions, the further they are from Hap-
pinefs y becaule they thereby Keep at the grea-
tey difface from the only Rule of Salvation,
They miffake, that think confcientions follow-
ing an erropecus Rule, jsa §a/ve for the Errors
of 1t, Jgnorange isa damning evil; anﬂ Tgno-
rance in the Underftanding will beget Errer 1n
the Confrience, and there is no realon why Ged
{hould not punifh Sinin the Cemfeience, as well
as8inin the Wilk .
1T therefore tells us, that it is a matter of
reat, yea infinite Concernment to us, that we
Fabour to be rightly acquaizted with the Rule we
are to follew 1 oir purfuit of happine(s : and
therefore that we do not take it ppon Credit 5
but make difigent inguiry to know, what 1s the
good & perfect and acceptable Will of God, left
otherwife we take a great deal of pans to #o
\pwpofe, and following a faife guide, do in the
end mifsof, and finally fall altogether fhort of
our defired Balvation.
[APRIL 24. 1688 ]

SERMON 7

11L AT the W ORDof GOD
From If: this only Rale. If Map
eannot be happy, without 2 Rule that can-di-
ret him toit, it muft needs be his great con-
cernment to know ir, and not be miftaken,
Now when the Word of God is faid to be the
Rule, it is 2 meremymicol Expreflion,and intends
that it is therein somreipied & no where elfe,
Here therefore,two things are to bs confidered,

(1.) What we underftand by the Word ofGod:
(2.) How it appears to be the only Rule »

Q.v. WHAT are we 10 underfland by the Word
of God ¢

4. THIS Expreffion
Seripture : Efpecially,

1. Yor the Son of God, who is the Eternal
Word, ( Fob, 1,1, 14.) So called, becaufe by
him God hath been pleafed to make himfeif
kaown to his People. Ver. 18, No maa bath feer
God at any time 5 the only begotien Son, which 15
in the bofom of 1he Fatber be bath declared bim,

2. FOR #he Eterdal Decree or Qrdinance, in
whichGod laid out and determined the works
of kfficiency, So Pfz/ 148. 8.

3. FOR God’s powerful Adminifiration of
the Works of Creation & Providence, Thete
182 Creating Word ( Ffa). 33, 6.) and there is
a Preferving Word, "( Mar.4. 4. Heb. 1. 3.)
But neicher of thefg is here applicable.

4. FOR theRevelation or Difcovery of bis ap-
proving Will, The proper vle of §peech ox
Werds among men, is to commupicate their
minds & thoughts one to another : and hence
tis metaphorically applied to God, in refpect
of thofe wanifeflarions, which he makes to the
Children of men, of himfelf; and is more
efpecially reftrained to thofe difcoveries,
wherein he lets them know whatis theirDury,
and wherein they may be capable of pleafing
him, And this is the moft frequent nfe of
the Word in Scripture. In what way {oever
God fees meet to make known his mind tous,
in that way he may be faid to fpeak tn ps :
which the Apoftle tells us hath been in divers
manners, Heb, 1. 1,

Q. 2. HOw docs iy appear to be the only
Rule ?

4. WE may here (to expedite this
matter)call to mind, that there have been s
Covenants, in which God hath traded with
men about their happinefs, viz. that of Works,
and that of Grace.  As 1o the former, or that
of werks, there nzeds no applying of thisCon-
fideration to it, becaufe man is po longer to
expelt felicity by it. IF fallen man copld
have atrained his end according to the tenour
of that, the fecond had been fuperfiuons. Gal,
3.21, Is the law then againfl the promifes of God ?
God forbid : for if ihere bad been & Jav: given
which could bavg given life, verily Righteoufnefs
Jhould bave been by the lap. That Covenant
ftands armed with Curfes, and all that arg nn-
der it can expect nothing elfe : Ver. 10, For
as marny as are of the works of the law, arc ynder
thecurfe ¢ for it iswritten, Curfed is gvery one
that contintueth pos in ail things which are wrijren
in the book of the law to do themm.  And yer if
therc were peed, it might be evidenced that
God’s Word was Man's only Rulg there: puc
becaule Adaw’s apoftate Childgen can expeth
Life & 8alyation only according to the teppur
of theCovenant of Grace,it will fuffice to make
it appear, that the Word of God is the only
Rule, to direft ns to glorify and enjov him, in
the way of this Covenant  And this will be
manifelt by thefe Propofitions, X

is warioafly ufed in


William J. Carson
This is a sermon taken from Samuel Willard's "A Compleat Body of Divinity," published in 1726.
The Reader will understand that the printing technology of that time has resulted in scans of less than ideal quality. I am confident that you will find the content of these sermons more than sufficient to make up for any difficulty in reading them.
Please visit Fire and Ice: Puritan and Refomed Sermons at:  http://www.puritansermons.com .


14

Leiinres upon the

Quett. I

1. TH AT Man by his fall mff of the hap-
pinefs offered in the firft Covenant, & brought
himfelf under a condition of mifery. Man's
happinefs conlifts in the glrifying of God, &
enjoying him : and the fall cut him off from
both, From the former, Rom. 1. 23. For al!
bave finned, and come frort of the glory of God :
From the latter. Ifa, 59 2. Your intquities bave
Jeparated between you and your God.~ And hence
he fell from Life into a ftate of Death - for
therein did thke Curfe confift. Gen. 2.17. In
2he day that thox eateft therecf, thou fbalt furely
die. So that all the Children of men are not
only born capable of Mifery : But they are
born efually miferable, Hence this Drarh is
faid to be pgl/j upen all men, Rom, §.12.

2. THAT fallen man iswo lowger capable
of being made beppy by thar Covenant. For,
though his happinefs be Rill in attaining his
end, and his end be ftill 1he fame that ever
irwas, yetitis notto be advanced by him in
‘2hat way wherein it was at firf? preferibed : and
this, not by reafon of any default in the Law
or Covenant, ( that is holy, & juft and gocd )
but by reafon of bis ewm Impotency. Rom. 7,
13, 14. Was then that which is good, made desth
unto me? God forbid.  For we know that the law
is fivitual : bur 1 am cornal, fold under fin.
And here is a double Impotency expreft in the
two Phrafes : — Carnal, i, e. Sinful narurally
and habitually ;, and fo hot able to keep the Law,
by which God may be glorified, and T perform
the Condition of Life : —— 5ol nader Sin,
1, e. tnder the Semrence of Condemnation
srot able to make Satisfaifion, and remove the
Curfe. So that this Covenant {peaks nothing
but rerrowr and defpair to 21l thof: that are
held under the Conditions of it. ‘

3, THAT hence, if ever the undone Crea-
ture be reffored to happinels, by attaining his
end, there muft be anetber way” found out for
ir, 1f bleflednefs can be no longer by the law,
then either man muft sever be blefled ; Or,
thete muft be a new law of bleflednefs pro-
vided for him ; Or he muft be made blefled
twirhont amy, which cannot be 5 for, if he could
not be happy when ke was /mzocens, but by
clofing with his Rule, and reaching his End,
much lefs can he be fo now he is miferable,un-
lefs there be a way to rid kim of his mifery,
and bring him back to felieity, If therefore
the law of works cannot, fomething e/fe muft,
or otherwife he muft needs perith. And if
there be another wasp, there muft of neceflicy
be another Rule ; This being a direcory fuited
to the way, and therefore cannot but vary ac-
cordingly. Hence that, Heb, 7. 12, For the
priefthood being cbanged, shere is wade of meceffiy
a change alfo of the lat,

4 THAT the Recovery of fallen man from
this Mifery, is an a& of God's fovereign FPlea-
Jure. Itderives from hence, and hath its de-
pendance here. If, when man had come thort
of his end, and loft his happinefs, he had left
him there withour hopes forever,he could not
have done him any izury, it had been but an

Hell of bis own procuting. Hence the Original
of man’sRecovery is teferred to Gad’s wi/LEph.,
1. 5. Having predefiinated as 10 the edoption of
children by Fefus Chrift to bimfeif according 1o the
good pieajure of bis will. God had once brought
himielf under anObligation ro give him life in
cale of Obedience ; but he had not obliged him-
felf to deliver kim, if he thould ca himfelf
away.

. 5. THAT hence the Way, it which this re-
covery is to be obtained,depends upon that Plea-
fure of His. He that might have chofen, whe-
ther ever he would have laved us, hath the li
berty of preferibing ( as he fees meet ) how he
will bring it zbout, and upon what Terms we
may expect it. If be do not reftore us, none
can - and if he'do, it is free Grase.  Who then
{hall prefcribe to him 2 Or who thall make his
terms for him ¢ And for this reafon it is, that
Salvarion is {2id to belomg 10 God,

6. THAT as God purprfed from Eternity to
bringback a number of tallen Men, fo he pro-
vided a aew Covenant-tiay to accomplith it in.
God hath a company of E/e& ot chofen ones a-
mong the ruins of the fall,whom he appointed
to felicity in the days of Ererhity, before the
World was,(Epb.1.6.) Ahd when he appeinted
them 1o the End healfo allotted the Means,by
which they {hould reach it. Eph.r. 4. dccor
ding as be bath chofen usin bim befive the foun-
dation of the world, thar tve fFonld be boly, and
wizbout blame before bim in fove, The new and
living way was then fixed, & prétemprorily re-
fo'ved upon ; and it was but o#e way thar was
then determined, unto the which the terfis of
the new Covepant are in the publication of
it reftrained, Mark 16. 16, He that belicveth
and it baptized fBall be faved ; but be that belie-
verh not, fhall be damnied,

7. THAT except God bad revedled this Way
and Rule, it could scver have been Emowx in
the World. Men nor Angels could not have
fo much as publifbed that good news, that there
25 fuch a thidg, unlefs he had firft declared it:
much lefs conld they have given a draughr ofit.
Hence it is,that where there is none of thisRe-
velation, 2 People ar€ in a flate of Perdition,
Prov. 29. 18, Where there is no vifion, the pecple

7ifb 1 but be that Kéepeth the law bappy 15 be.
ﬁom. 10. 14, How then fhall they call on hin in
whom 1hey bave wot believed ? ard bow fhall they
believe 1n bim of whom they have fot beard ¥ and
bow - fhall they bear without a preacher @ For
who fhould be able to know the mind of God,
or enter intothe fecrets of the decree,till God
was pleafed to break themn open ? Hence when
Peter confefled Chrift, he tells him, 45 Martth,
16.17. Bleffed art thou Simon Barjona: for fiefh
and biood hazh 7ot revealed it unio thee, but my
faher which is in beaven,

8. THAT inwhir way foever God reveals
this will of his,shez isto be accounted his Word,
For Gods word is notking elfe bur his meking

bis mind known to his Creature, Now there
have been divers ways, that God hath taken

thus to inform his people of their duty ; fome-
times
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times by Orecles, giving vecal Commands to
them ;fometimes by Urim & Thammim | partly
by #rgels appearing in humane Shape & by the
Sont of Ged before his Incarnation, who often
came to his Servanes of Qld : partly by Vifions
and Dreams, appearing to them in fleep, in
yaptures, and trances : and partly by Propbers
and extraordinary men fent and fpirited by
him » and pastly by appointing fuch men to
write dawn his Will for the ufe’of his People
of all which ways we have an gccount given
pnto us in the holy Scriprures,

g- THAT mothing bur whart GOD hath
thus revealed to his People,doth or gan belong
to the Rule, That there zeeds no more, will
be afterwards confidered,when we come to ob-
ferve the Perfetion of Scriprure : But here
we oblerve, that there o be no more, We
are therefore feverely forbidden to gdd. Prov,
30. 5, 6. Every word of God is pure. «»e Add tho
pist unto bes words, left be reprove thee, and - thoy
be fownd a liar, For,if the Schuticn of fallen
man depends meerly on the good pleafure of
God, the kaowiedge of it neceffarily depends
upon his revelzrion.  How elfe fhould it pol
fibly come to be known ¢ Hence we have that
challenge, Rom. 11, 34. Fag who bath knownthe
mind of the Lord, or who hath been bis counfeller 2
None was admitced to fit ar CouncilzTable
witk him,or hear what he purpofed in theDays
of Eternity, or read thofe Records of his De-
crees, Till be rold ir, it was a  fecrer, For
any therefore of their own head to make any
addirion ro this Rule, is a bold Intrufion upon
the Divine Prerogative; an impefing upon
God, which he wiil never admit of : nor
fhall they find any other thanks from God,
buc a fevere Demand, Whe reqaired thefe things
at your bands ?

HERE I {hall take into Confideration a
CAS E controverred among many vz,

Quel. W HET HER the Light of Nauure,
which Men bring wirh them into the world may not
be improved, (o a5 120 be o fufficientr Ruic to

guide them 10 their cbicf End?

Anfw. WE are here to cenfider Man in his
Japfed Eftate, and the Light of Nature ar it is
f0 be found in him inthis eftate of his : And
shis vaken, the Anfwer is in the Negarive, For
the full Mlufttation whereof, Iet rhefe things
be thoughe upon,

1. THA T the light of Nature o the firft
only difcovered to Man #be Rude, by which he
was €O Itfain his end, according to a Covenant
of Works. It was properly adapted to the firft
covenant, it Whicly man was by his perfonal O
bedignce to ferve to God’s glory,and fecure his
favour, Hence it contained in it only the mo-
ral law or the fubftance of what was contained
in the ten Commindments, Rom, 2.14, 15.The
Kentile s which bave nop 1he law, do by nasure ibe
shings contayned in she law, thefy baving nos the
law, are alaw ypio themfetves ™ Which fhew the
work of the low writgen i their bearps. It faid,
Thefe things ought to be donegad thofe to be

gvoided 5 & if thou fo do thou fhalc be happy.
It was accommodated 1o che Imags of God,

that Was imprinted on man,and ferved to guid e
him in the right improvement of it. It was
the candle of the Lord, fer up ir him to I'ght
him in his way wherein heought to go.

2, THAT though the |ight of Nature clear-
ly difcovered to man his Ubligarion roGod, yen
it did not thow him every roumt of 1he Rule, by
whichGod would beferved by him. There werg
fome things poffirive required, whigh WEeFe Not
to be particularly found init, bur were made
known to man by Revelation. Man knew,thag
God was to be obeyed in whatfoeyer he theuld
enjoyn him, by the light of Nature : byt thig
did not tell him that thg Tree of Jife & know-
ledge were fucramental, and that it was Death
to eat of the larter. The difference between
the trees was arbitrary, and not natural, Pof>
fibly that might tell fim, a S.bbath was due tq
be kepr ; but thatone day of feven, or shis day
of feven was it, he had by revelation : God i5
therefore faid 1o fﬁmﬁﬂ y it.

2, THAT this light infatles man is wofolly
impatred, Man knock’t "his head ip his fall,
and craz’d his underftapdin . as ta divipe
Truths, It is but a little that he knows of thac
Rale. Some broken fragments, & moth-eaten
regifters, old rufty cutworn monuments there
are; but fo imperfeét & illegible, that there
are but very few of them, that he can fpell put
what they mean, and in others he is miftaken,
For this, we have thar good Man’s confeffion,
Prov. 20. 2, Surely I am more brusifp than any
man, and bave not the underflapding of a man,
For this reafon, a Rtate of Nacure s called 2
ﬁatq of Darknefs, and pa tural men {3id 1o he
bratifh. Hence Divine Revelation is neceflary
to the right & thorongh difcerning of what
was required in the old Covenant ; in which a
miftake is a capital crime, Gal, 3. 19,

4. THAT if the light of Nature, were as
¢lear In man now as jr was atfirf, yer his Inzbi-
/ity to follow it, renders it wiprefirable to him.
The impotency, which is in natural men, tg p-
bey the demands of the Law, cuts them off
from 2 capacicy of improving the greateft dif-
coveties they can make of it, to their advan-
tage & happines, For if men know & do not,
theirGuil is aggravared; but fallen man can nog
do, not fo much s the thing which ke knows
oughtto be dope. Whereas happinefs is not i
bare knowing,but doing. Joh.13. 17.0f ye know
thefe 1hirgs, bappy are ye if yedothem. 8o that
the urmoft thar rhis light doth for the man,is
to let himfee that heiswadene ; and the more
difcoverics he makes by it, the more conyilti-
on he hath of his grear Infelicicy.

5. THAT thelight of Waturc makes »o dif-
covery to man of ezty otfrer way toatgain his end
and be happy, befides what was exhibited in
the Covenant of works. And here let ir be
ebierved, —

1. THAT man by the Fght of Nature conld
fcwer bave known, that there was anmy opher
peffible way for God 1o be glorified in man’s fal-
varion. Tallen ddam knew himfelf 10 tg mi-
{erable, curfed, under 2 Geatgnee of Condem-
nation y that Juftice wag engaged peainft hi i,n :

uk
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Lut how Juftice could be fatisfyed, Holinefs be
maintained, and yet Mercy be magnified, was
beyond his reach. How Ged fhould punifh fin,
and yet love the finner; take vengeance on
men’s Inventions, and yet extend grace to their
Perfons, was above the dlicovem_s of Nature, a
Riddle beyond all ity Rules & Principles to cx-
pound. It had it notions about happirc(s, but
none about fafwarion. Hence that ls’aﬂertei
concerning all natural men,Rom.3.17. The way
of peace bave they rot Rnorn,

2. THAT amach lofs are there any footfteps
of the Way it feif, tobe found in the heasts of
men : there are no umbrages of any fuch Dil~
covery to be found theve,  IEwe fhould follow
the whole method of it, ftep by ftep, and ask
nature what it can fay toit, itmult be altege-
ther {ilent.  Ithall inftance only inthree things
s¢hat are moft comprehenfive,

1. I'Thath no notices of the Fer/ort of CHRIST,
and the Redemption wrought out.by him. It
might {peak fomething of a Triziry of Perfous
in the God-head once 5 though, of that there is
{earce any thing to he found in the reliéts of it
fince the Fall : but that the {econd Perfon fhould
be made Max, and fubjedt him(elf to the Law,
and make fatisfaClion for fin, and make way
that man might be juftified by his imputed
Righteoulnefs, and faved by his merits,~-herc
was a deep filence. Some would have ddas to
be aTypeofUbrifl 5 but if he were,he was an ar-
Litrary, and not anatural one.  Cthers would
have us to'believe, that Adem before his fall
knew of the Incarnation of the Son of God : but
we have no evidence for this in Scripture; and
iflie didit maft be'by revelation.  Others have
thought that theGenrs/esSacrifice s intimate fome
dark apprehenfions of Satisfaction by another:
but it 1s certain, facrificing was handed down to
the Would by Tradition from Nowh, and not by
the light of nature 3 and that the Beathen lookt
upen them as fatisfalticns ex Opere operato, and
not as Thadows of 4 better Sacrifice. ~ Hence the
preaching of a Chriftis fo far from the guft of
hamane reafon, that it hath the reputation of
Joelfhnefs by it. 1 Cor. 1. 23, Bur we preach
Chrift crucihed, amothbe Fews a ffumbling block,
and unto the Greeks, foolifbnefs,

2. IT givesmo direftion about Gefpel Faith.
¥aith in Gad is a great Doty of the firft Com-
mundment, and was clearly written in the
{aw of natre; and fallen man hath natural
Conviétions of it asa Ity = But to believein
Chrift, toreft in God for Iife and falvation upan
the {core of (orifi’s Rightcoufhefs, under a deep
fenfe that we have none of our own, and to de-
pend upon a Fromife in fo doing,it is o far from
bearing any witnefs to it,’ that it Inoks upon it
with greateft contempt : and for this Very rea-
{on it 15, that 1nen who mzke higheft pretences
to Reafon, (pesk moft centemptucully of it, as'is
obvious in Socizians, Pelazians, Arminians, and
fuch like men. Aud heuce fuch endeavours o
confrund theDoctrines of Juftification & SanGi-
fication 1 one : becanle nature’s Light hath no-

tions of a Ferfona! Riglteoufhefs, but knows
nothing of a Relarive one,

3. 1T is_altogether aflranger to Fvamseiical
Chedience. 11t could aflordany thing to man’s
information, itis here 3 but it isas much at a
fofs in this,as any thing, For, tho' it kiuews
fomething of moral Duty (and that is but g Lit-
tle ) yet it gives fallen man noinformation how
to pleafeGod by hisObedienceand when ke hath
followed it to the higheft, it leaves him unpioi
table,(L#4.17.10.) and hisDuaties are Imt patited
Abominations It may convince man of wafull
flaws in liis Obedience, but how to mend them
it tells them not.Moral Obedience and Deeds of
Sanéiification, are vaftly different things. Now,
it tells not man where he may get a new Prin-
ciple of ipiritual Life, to enable him 10 Iive tg
and pleale God. It {ets not open before him the
Fountaln, in which hs Uncleannefs may be
wathed away : where he may be furnithed with
grace to ferve God, and live to Lis glory @ nor
nhow Hisimperfect Duties may find :JCC-cpTanLe
with an holy God, and reccive his approbution 5
or where e may fetch tLofe contipual funnlics
cf renewed ftrength to conguer Lis Crorn
to deny Ungodlinels, fc

NOW all thefe things are efems?s (o that
Rule, by which fallen manamay b auded 1o
glorify God, and engoy him: and 9 be wif
about them, or not to be acquanted with 1
will undoubiedly leave lim thort of harpine
And this fhews us thelr great Dlly, who wil
meafire D vinity by natural Light, and will
admit of nothing 1n Religion, which will pot
fravp to the telt and trial of Fuman Reafin,
And it teils us, how deeply we are engaged ta
God for his word of Tevelstion !
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SERMON /7.

Prop. IV. T H AT 1thisWord wohich is the Rule,

is contained i the SCR1P-
TURTES of the O/d and NewT. foment. The
holy Scriptures are called a Rule Weronymically,
becaufe they contain in them all that is yeedful
to be known, to gride or direét fallen man to
the attainment of his chicf end : and they were
given by God to this very purpofe, that they
might fhew to man his way.

THERE arc three things which will ba
here requifite to be made good, viz. (1.) That
the Scriptures of the Old and New Teltament
arc the Word of God. (2.} That God hath given
them to be cur only Rule to diredt usto our
chief end. (2.) That they are a fufficient Rule
to this purpole,

Article 1ft. THAT rhe Scriprures of the O
antd New Teflamient arethe Word o god. Thig
Conclufion modt be cleared up, becante we have
already heard, that the word of Ged muft needs
be our Rule  except therefore we are fire that
this 15 his word, we cannet reft upon it, as our
Rule, with any fafety te our Minds: and the’
one would think 1t fuperfluous, to do much here
amang Chrzjfjians, becaufe they profefs their he-
Yief in this Aruicle, yet when drbei/m begins to

put



