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24288 HAT RULE bath God given to
o3 pprie direll us, how we may glovily and

i DL toy Himt 2
FFEY oy
ANSWER®L

The W QR D of God ( which is contained
in the Scriptures of the Old & New Tefla-
ment ) is the ONLT Rule to dire& us,
how we may glorify and enjoy Him.

V ER Y wife Agent always obferves this
‘E method : he firft propounds an End to him-
elf, and fixeth upon it, and then he fets himfelf
to ftudy and find out proper & futable Means,
which he may improve in his regular Furfuance
of it. This Scheme, Idea, or Exemplar of the
means,and the way rightly to apply them to his
purpofe, is that which is called his Rase of Ope-
rarzen,  And fuch aRule is requifite in order to
the praltice of every Ar2; and he that is
throughly acquainted withit,and dexterous at it,
may only be called an 4r2iff.  Such a method
as this is followed in oug Carechifm, in laying
down the Doctrine of Re/igion or Divenizy, Ha-
ving therefore rightly ftated and limitted man’s
great End, in the former queftion, there remains
nothing but to fet him in the #4y to his unfail-
ing obtainment of it ; whichisthe defign of all
that follows. And there are two things here res
quifite, viz, that we be farighed about our Rul,
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and that we be well ecoucinted with the Contenss
of it. 'The former isendeavoured in the Que fti-
on we are now upon ; the latter is purfued in
thofe that follow after.

THE main {copethen of the prefent Inquiry, is
about the Rauie 1t felf. Man’s happinefsis a great
and momentous thing ; if he mifsof that, he
hath laboured in vain. He had need there-
fore have a fure & umerring Rule, to djre him
thereunto, that he be not deceived & difappoints
ed ; becaufe his lofs will be irreparable, We
are therefore bere pointed to this Rule, and have
it charadterized unto us,

FOR a right Underftanding, and full Fxpli«
cation of this Queftion and Anfwer ; there are
thefe things will call for our diftin& Confidera-
tion. (1.) That Man mufl have a Rule to direét
him, or elfe he can never attain to his chiefend.

=2.) That this Rule <an be but ore, (3.)That the

ord of God is the only Rule. (4.)That this word,

which 1s the Rule, is contained in the Seziprares
of the O/ and New Tcflament,

Prop. 1. THAT Mian muft havee R ULFE
todireft bim, with which be is well acquarnged 5
or elf{e he can never attain to his chief End. There
are two things contained in the Propofition. (1.}
That there muft be 2 Rufe, (z) That we muft
have dcguaintance with it. Both thefe may be
evidenced,

Article 1. THERE m&f? be a Rule. Man
cannot be led to his End withour one. The ne-
ceffity of Man’s having & Rule, may be argued
from two Confiderations, (1]
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f1.3FR OM the Confideration of the Re/pei
wwhich Mam bears 1o bis Erd ; and that whether
lockt upon ina ftate of Inregrity or of Apofiafy.
(1.) LOOK upon him in his Primstive Fer-
Jettion, ftanding in his Integrity ; and here he
could never reach his End without a Rule, The
following Conclufions will evidence.the Truth

of this Affertion,
t. M AN wes mot made bappy. That Man
was ( {tritly fpeaking ) neither happy nor mi-
ferable in his frf! ftate,Is 2 Truth undeniable, if
we do but acknowledge his happinefs to confift
- 1in his etsaining bis chref End, and his mifery in
. his miffng or falling thort of it.  He was ﬁ)frrrd
© for happinefs, inafmuch as he had all that flock
of Grace put into his hands,which was fufficient
by improvement to Wake him happy. There
was nothing wanting in that Image of God,which
he had ftamped upon him: And yet he was ca-
able of Iofimg hisfelicity and bEcominF wnbappy’
£cing made mutable, and tapable of lofing that
Image,as theEvent unhappily proved. Man was

and that by the law of {pecial Government.

2 HAFPPINESS was propafed 10 Man ar
Firft im a Covename-Way. ‘That there was aCo-
venant between God & Adam, the Scripture af-
fures us, and . gives us an account of the Nature
and Terms of 1t.  Now in a Covenant there are
always thofe two things, Sometbing promifed up-
on condition on one part, and the conditions re~
prirt’d on the other part, in order to the obtain-
mgit. The Thing prop.fed to Man in the firft
Covenant was Happanef/s. The warrer of
propofing it,was by telling him botw be was 10 come
&y iE ever he expetted to become the owner of it.
TheTerms therefore {o run, Do €7 Live, Rom.10.5.

2. HENCE there was a fixed or flared nayto
which Mar’s being made bappy was refirained.For,
#Happinels were not prom:fedto man abfelurely,
but bypothetscallyit muft needs depend npon that
hypothefis 5 andthe performance of the Condi-
tion is the way to his felicity : and that this was
fixed, istherein evident, becanfe together with a
firm Promifz made to him, That if he cheyed,
he fhould be happy,there was as ftrong 2 Threat-
#izg, That if he came fhort of it, he fhould un-
doubtedly be miferable, Gen. 2.17.

4. HE couid neither find nor keep this way,
without a Rule of direttion 3 and confequently
could never have reached bleffednes. He could
never have known, when he ferved to his end,or
when he miff ofit. He had been loft in a wil-
dernefs, out of which he could not have gotten,
but muft have been at an utter Lofs.  In fumm,
there wasa Aedium between a ftate of Innocence,
and a {tate of Feiicity : there was a way to pals
fafe to it, and a way to mifs of it. And to ena-
tlehim to chufe the one, and avoid the other,
he muft have a Rule,

(2.) M UC Hmore does Man need a Rule,if
we look upon himin his ftate of Agoffafy. And
this is that which we are moftly concerned in 5
for that is the Condition of all Adum’s Pofterity.
That jalier Man needs a Rule to guide him to
Salvation, will appear if we confider, ——

1, THAT Sinbath made bim iruly & wofully

thereforeat firft made af’robationer for happinefs :

Miferable and Wreeched. He is pot only not
happy, but he isfallen from that Nearre/s to it,
in which he ence ftood,into a great piflance from
Felicity. He is feparated from his endy is feile
Sbort of the Glory of God,( Rom. 3.23. ) and is res
moved from the Erjcymenr of him, (if ei59.2. )
and becaufe in thele Two, his Bleflednels did
confift, the /ofs of them declares him wretched.

2. THAT if ever failen Man recover happi-
nefs, be muft be brought back again 10 this grear
End of bis.  As long as he is out of his road, no-
thing but deffruttion and mifery are 1n bis ways,
(Rom 3.16, He can never be truly blefled, but
only in the glorifying God, and cﬁjoying him 3
be(éaufe happinels 1s only in reaching his chief
end.

3. THERE i famething xequived of man, in
ordér 10 bis wecovering bis Felicity. He is not
only to be paflive, but atfrve too “in this affair.
There 1§ Faub in Chrift, and new Otedience
requifite, as wiil afterwards appear. As man
was at firft made capable of being happy in a
Covenant-way : So fallen man 1s recovered to
Bleflednefs inaCavenant-way. Hence the terms
are declared in the Gofpel. See Mark 16. 15.
Rom. 8. 13. Ileh, 12, 14,

4. HENCE be muft bave 2 Rule for this.
The Gojpe/ thoft have its Precepts, as well as
the Law. Fallen Man cannot fteer his courfe
without a Compafs. The gare is flrair, and 1b¢
way is narrow, and few find ir, ( Mat. 7. 12, ) It
Is vain for him to endeavour it, unlefs hie have 2
Clue to diret him,

THAT Man muft have a Rule further
appears, ——

[2] FRO M the Confideration of the aature
of @ Rule. A Rule is nothing elfe but zhar
whereby a man is guided fo tado brs Work, as ro
Jute it 10 the End and Ufe for ubuch bedoth it =
and the reafon of it is, becaufe he may elfe mifs,
and {b lofe his Laboar. There is neceflarily
requilite a dwrablezejs between the Acans, and
the End, for which they areuf:d : Elfe means
are vain, The right futing of them, ’tis the
nature of 2 Rule to difcover : and no man can
be ait drriff in any employment without it
And hew then thallMan work out his Salvation,
if he have no inch Direftion ?

Articl. 2. TH AT Man muft have Acqnain-
rance with this Rule. Tt is not enough that
there be one, but be muft be fkiZled in 1t. To
clear this, Confider ——

1. M AN is made a Caufe by Counfel of bise
cwnt Atlions. God hath given him an «nde:-
flanding,capable of difcerning ; and a wil/, abls
to choole his way. This is a priviledge be-
frowed nupon Man above all other Creatures in
this lower World. Job 35. 11, Gof seacherh ws
more thait the beafls of the carih, and maketh us
wifer then the fowols of beaven,

2. GOD deals with man in 2 way ihat is
fuited 1o bis Narure. He treats him as a Rea-
Jonable Creature. He {utes his ffate to his Con-
Jlitarion, accommodates it to fuch a fort of Be-
ing. Inferior Beings have a Rule, as wel] as
Man : But God gmdes them only by Inftinét
They cannot £now theirRule, It is fuflicient for

C 2 them,
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them, that He knows it, and hath imprinted it
npon their Natures, But God deals with Man
in a way of Preceprs, Promifes, & Threarnings,
which is a MoraiWay. The whole Scripture gives
us account of this manner of God’s treatingMan,

3. H ENC E Mar ¢can never artoin his End,
without be knows bis Ruie. The Service God
expects of Man is a reafonable Service, ( Rom.
12, 1. ) He muft be volientary in his Obedience :
God requires the Hearr, He muft chonfe the
ways of God : And how can he do fo, except he
knmows them ? For this reafon it is faid, that
without knowledge the mind of Man cannot be
good, and thata people are deflroyed for lack of
Knowledge. There is no fich thing =2s blind
Obedience in Religion.

Prop. 11. TH AT this Rule car be but ONE.
This Propofitien is not fo to be underftood, as if
there were not many particular Rules prefcribed,
to be followed by men, in order to Salvation.
Ont of doubt, {o many feveral Freceprs as are
laid down in Scripture, are fo many particular
Rules to diret us in our way. But the mean-
ing is, that there is but one Syffem or Pody of
Rules 5 but one Diretory, according to which
he can fo order his way as to be happy. This
is called a Ru/e, Gal 6. 16. And that thisis but
One,will appear,if we confider thefe Arguments.

1. THAT Marw's Happinefs depends upon
bis performing 1he Conditions of the Coverant,
in which it is offered to hin,  God is the Author
of Bleflednefs, and it is his free gift, He theres
fore hath fovereign arbitrary Authority to pro-
pofe the Terms on which he will beftow it :
and having fo done, if Man expeéts to be hap-
Py, he muft fee to the fulfilment of thofe Terms;
elfe ke can never lay Claim or pretend a Title
toit. Nay, if he mifs of the Condition of the
promife, he prefently brings himfelf under the
Threatring 5 and for this reafon Precepts are not
only given affirmatively, but meganively too.

2. TH AT there is bus ome Way,in one Cove-
nant,according to which God bath engaged 1o make
Man bappy, It istrue, there are two Cove-
nants, in which Ged hath been concerned with
Man; the Covenant of Works, and the Cove-
nant of Grace ;. and thefe have their feveral
ways and rules. In thefir, Man was to be
made happy by Works ; in the fecond, by Grace,
The former depended upon man’s perfortal Obe-
d:ence : the latter uponCbrift’s. The former
called for doing, the other for believimg, But
each of them have their rmited way, And
man being faflen from the firft Covenant-Con-
dition, and {et it againft him, and having lcft
his ftrength, it can 2 more be a Rule of Hap-
pinefs to him, Itis now only by the New Co-
venant, that he can ever hope to obtain Life &
Salvation : and the Way to 1t, according to this
Covenant, is determined ; and thercforc the
Rule can be but cne.  For,

1. THERE is no Salvation withost Reconci-
liation 20 ©od. As long as God and He are
Enemies, He isunhappy. God only can fave
him; anl he will fave him oaly in the way of
Reconciliation. Nay, he cannot be happy but
in the Enjoyment of God ; which how can he

come at, till reconciled 2 Till then, he is wirk-
oxt Geod, Eph, 2. 12,

2, THERE is bur one Mediator of recozcia
atiok, and that is frfus Chrift, as the Apoitle
tells us exprefly, 1 Z7m. 2. 4, There 15 no
coming to God but &y bim: out of him God is a
Confuming Fire. He only hath fatisfy’d provos
ked Juftice, and pulled down the wall of pasti-
tion. ‘Fhiro’ him then, and in no other way muft
we obtain Reconciliation.

3. THERE 15 but one way to become inte-
refted in I_E': Sarisfaltron of Chriff and partakein
reconciliation by him ; and that is by believing
in him. goh. 3. 36, He ithat pelieveth oa the
Son, bath everlafting life « and be that belicveth
ot tbe Son, fhall mot fee life 5 bur the wrath of
God abidetb on bim,  Chrift is not affually a Sa=
viour to @/ men indifcriminatively, but only
to Believers. He therefore bad his Diftiples ta
preach That, as the Sum of the Gofpel, Mark
16. 1%, 16, I’rmrb the gofped 1o eVEry creature,
He that believeth and is baptized, fballbe faved ,
but be that beligverh not j{dl bedamned,

4 THERE isbut one way of ferving God
in new £ evangelical Obedience, and that isby
fiving ta the will of Ged. ( 1 Pet. 4.2.) God hath
told man what is his Will, wherein he expeéts
to be ferved by him, ( Mic. 6.8} and this only
hath a Promife given to it : without which, itis
bold prefampzion for a man to challenge ta him-
felf a reward of Bleflednefs, '

AN D here we have an -eafy Refolution ta
that C A SE which fome fo perplex themfelves
about, viz,

Quelt. WHET HER Man may be faved in
any Religion, provided be be true te the Obfer-
vance of it '

Anfw, T O bring this Cafe to the Premiffes,
I'll lay down thefe few following Conclufions 4

1. T HAT, ifthere be but ene Rxle guiding
to bleflednefs, and Man muft &now that Role,

or he cannot be blefled, then no Religion can
fave a Man, but that only in which this Rule
ismade known, Hence therefore the Word of
God difcovers the mifery of men whoare Stran-
gers to this Rule, ‘The Apoftle argues, Rom.
To. ¥4 How fhall they betreve in bim of whom
they bave not beard ¢ How fhall man guide his
fteps to Life, if he have not a difcovery of the
Way? Or 2guide them right, 1f he have not the
true Way ¢ ‘The Wile Man tells us, Where there
is no Vifien, the people perifp, Prov, 25,18,

2. TH AT theremay be different Selfs in
Religion, and yet men may be faoed in them.
Weare to diftinguith between diver/z Religions,
and Diverfiry in Religion, Thronghour know-
ing but in part, itiscome to pafs, that Profef>
fors of Chriftianity have been of diver{e Opini-
ons in many things; and their difference hath
accafioned feveral Denominations; but while
they agree in the Foundation,they may be faved.
So Pan/ afluresus, 1Csr. 3. 11, 12, &0,

3. T H A T there are Refigions 1n the World,
that not only have zs difeoveries of this one
Rule, but prefcribe to men Rulescontradidory
therennto. Tha Fruth of this Aflertion cannok
be fufpeded, by him that hath butalittle Ac-

quaintance



T ————

QLI(:‘:H- IL o flembly’s Catechifm, Wmm“x?

quaintance with the feveral Religions, which
the Children of Men have taken up, and fol-
lowed. If we look upon all the Sects of the
Geagile Religion, we fhall not find in them any
the leaft footlteps of man’s Balvation by (hriff,
and faith in him.  They have {et up Idolasrons
Worlhip, and ferved gods of their own making,
bowed down to flocks and flopes : among
Twenty Thoufund gods, have mift of the
grue Oney have betook themfelves to moral
Vertues, asthe way to felicity ; and thoughthey
had Sacrifices, yet they neither vied them as
pypical fhadows of Chriff,nor did they offer them
to GOD, but to Pevils.  If we lock upon the
Mabometan y though they do in word acknow-
ledge God and Chrifl, yetthey neither acknow-
ledge Chrift as a Redeemer, noy do they pre-
fcribe feirb in him. as neceflary, nor yet dothey
acknowledge his Laees 3 but fet up theirown 1n
Oppofition to his. If we confider the dni-
Chriftian y whatever pretence they make, yet
they have fbueried this Rule, in the founda-
tions of it; ingimuch asthey have joyned other
Medigtors unto Chrift 3 have enervated faith
in hisRighteoufnefs for Juftification & Salvation;
and bropght back a Covenant of Works , have
fet up theyr own Camons, not only in equality
with, butin Opprfition to his Commands; and
becaufe they loved not the T tnth,have been left
to pelieve Lics,

4 HENCE the chofer fuch men follow
thefs Religiops, the further they are from Hag-
pinefs becaufe they thereby keep at the grea-
tep diffanee from the only Rule cf Salvation,
They miffake, that think confrientions follow-
‘ing ap errcepeous Rule, isa 8afve for the Frrors
nfglt, Jgnorance is a damning evil; and Igno-
rance in the Underftanding will beget Erzor in
the Confricnce, and there 1s po realon why God

-~ fhould pot punifh Sin in the Confeience, as well
. psBinin the Wik
" I'T therefore tells us, that it is a matter of

veat, yea infinite Concernment to us, that we

bour to be rightly acquainied with the Rule we
are to follow m our purfuit of happinefs : and
therefore that we do not take jt npon Credit 5
but make diligent inguiry to know, what is the
good & perfect and acceptable Will of Ged, left
otherwile we take a grezt deal of pains to a0
fwrqut, and followipg a fa/fe guide, do in the
end mifiof, and finally fall altogether fhort of
aur defired Salvation.
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