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fhorr. It remaineth,tbat bub they that have wives,
be as thongh thi —yd none 5 And they that weep,
s though they E not 5 and they 1har rejoyee,
as though they rejoyced ot and they that buy,
as though they poff-flrd mot. As to the Latter,
1he Scripture defcribes our Purfuitofit, by the
hunering, thirfting, lorging, panting, fainting
of the Soul after it, Pal. 42, 1, 2. ds the Hort
pomteth afier 1he waer-brooks fo panteth my foul
afer thee, O God. By foul thirflesh for God for
he living God : when fball I come and appear be-
fore God ! ]

5. WE cn chearfully fuffer Difappeinitment
sm 0wy Other Ends, and count onr felves Garvers
by the Lofs, if 1 promote the Chirf, Sodid Fonld,
Phil. 3. 7- But whor things nere gain to me, thofe
4 coanted Iofs for Chraft, And Chap. 1. 18, 19,
o the Hebtews, Chap 1o. 24. dnd tock joyfully
2be fpoiling of your goods, krowing in your feives
ghat yehave i beaven abetrer € an gnduring
Sutflance. And fo Febn the Baprift,Joh.3.29,2¢.
He that batb the brile, 3s the bride-groom « but the
friend of the bride-groom, which fandeih 5 bear-
eth bim, rejoyceth greaily becaufe of 1he bride.

rooms voice : 1bis my joy iberefore is fulfilled,
51: muft increafe, but I muft decreafe.

A N D let it be our Care to be well refolved
Jn this Cale; it being the Foundation of our e-
verluftingConfolation: If we mifs it inthe right
placing of our End, we lofe the Benefir of atl
the Means, As it is the Firft Queltion in Di-
vinity, Fbat is Mar’s Chief End » and all reters
toir ; fo itische Firft Enquiry,that every mun
fhould make of his own Soul, Whar is rhe Ufpe-
gnate End thay [ am reaching ofter } This {of the
ienfe of the Queltion.

[ Janw. 31. 1687 ]

SERMON, IL

AV ING thus fared the QUESTION,
it remains,

@econdly, T O give fome Explication of
the A NSWER.

HERE we hive Two diftinét thipgs put
together, vz, To Glorify God and  Enjoy bime for
gver + But we mult warily confider them, elfe
we may be greatly mifiaken about them.

1T isto be obierved, that in ftriét {peaking,
that which is Chigf can be but Owne. It isa
Conrradiéiion to fay, there are Two lalt Ends;
if both are Equal, neither of them can be the
ChicFor Laft. Among Inrermediate Ends, fome
may be fubordinate, others may be co-ordinate,
but the La? will admit of no Compeer: and
as the Chisf is but One, foit is not a thing com-
pounded, but fingle: It cannot be made of the
Mecting of divers in One ;5 for that which is
compounded, is indeed manifold 5 and except
there were an Equality between thofe things
1o concurring,they cannot be of a like Weight :
and therefore theOne muft needs ftand inSub-
ordination to the Qther, 8o, that if we
would fpeak exadly, there is but Ome of theft,

@iz.  TO GLORIFY GOD, which is
Mar’sChief End; the Orber is immediately fub-
otdinated, or itis Next tothe Lalt, Itis

Man’s Duty to feek his Own Reft Good, which

confifts in his Fujaying of God ; but he is to do
it in and for the Glory of God ; and 1n from
thence all his feeking of ir is to takeit’s
Mealures.

BUT Thefe Two ate joyned tegerker in the
Anfwer for thefe Reafins,

1. BEC AUS E God is pleafed ro put them
togerker in bis Word, under the wmotion of Work
and Reward. God having put inte Man 2 na-
tural Defire afrer Happinefs or Well-being,
makes ufe of irtc help him in his Duty : and
therefore having made him fir His Glory,
quickens him to it by a Promife of Happinefs
in his fo doing. Hence the Seripture is full of
fuch Paflages whereid the Command and Pro-
mife are conncéted 5 nor would fallen man feek
God’s Glory, had he not this Fncoutagement,

2. BECAUSE they we infeparable in Prace
vice. A Man cannot feek God’s Glory aright,
but in o doing, he alfo feeks his Own Salva-
tion + and this follows from the former. And
t=e Conjuntiion between them in Praflice is
thus Fated 5 vz God doth, as ic were, fay to
the Children of Men. You have g defire to be
Haipy ; that you can ornly be in the Enjoy-
ment of Me 5 1 am the enly adequate Objed
of the Happinefs of the Children of Men ,
But if you will ttuely glorify me, in it you
fhall be Happy 5 Lo you ke care for My
Hoznewr,and 1 will fecure Tour Felicity.  And hy
this means it comes to pafs, that all the Rules
which God gives Men to Glorify Lim, become
thro’ this ttrong Connexion, the fure Guide of
Man to Eternal Glory. Hence that forementi-
oned, Ifg, 56 2. _?am. I- 25, Happinefs is made
the Reward of true Obedience 5 and yet be-
caufc Man owes God Service, by a Tie of Na-
ture antzcedent to the Reward, hence he is
to {eek God's Glory, tho’ there were none :
o thar Refped to his Own Benefit is bur 2 fe-
condary Confiderartion.

H E R E thereforethat Great CAS F, with
which fome perplex themielves and others,
is eafily refolved, viz.

Q, WHETHER a Max oughe willingly to
be Damned, [« God's Gliry may be advanced by ir 2

Anfw A Willingnefls to be Damned is incon-
fitent with a true Defire that God may be
Glorified : Becaufe it feparateth thofz things
which God bath made infeparable : It {op-
pufeth a clafhing in that very Order, which
(iod hath put berween thekEnd and the Means:
it muft chere'ore prefume a Confenr,thar God
fhould be falfe to his Word and Promife,
which militaces againlt his Glory; or elfe a
Wiliingnefs to negleét the Duties to which
the Promife is made ; which 8 to confent to
our ewn atual dithonouring of him : neither
of which atre confiftent wirh cur fincere aim-
ing at cur Laft End.

THERE are indeed two Scripture-ex-
amples, that ftem 1o make for the contrary.
Conclufion ; that of M-fer, Exod. 32 32, anc}‘

o
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of Peul Rom. 9. 3.— Bat if thrcughly weigh-
ed, they will not evince it. Both of them are
of One Tenour, and neither looks immediately

to the Glory of God, but to exprefs an ex-

uberant Affedtion to their People : Neicher
of them in their extent are jultifiable. God
himfelf feems to teftify againft, and tacitly to
yeprove that of Mofes, ver. 33, and Paul ex-
preffeth himfelfin the Potential Mood, I eonfd
wifh, &cv Q. d. Lhave fuch an endeared Love to
sy Kindred, that Lam at the Point of fo wifbing 5
I econld do it if it were lawful 2 1tis a pathetical
Expreflion of an hyperbolical Affeftion. It
muft needs therefore be an enfnaring Trial
that is put upen the Children of God, when
this is offered as a Rule to prove their Sin-
cerity by, He that infatiably defires 10 be
{aved,and vet refolves to be faved in ne other
way, but that wherein God muy be Glorifyed,
cert2inly is the Man, whoefe Ends are rightly
fixed,

1T now follows to {peak to thele here
diftinély. .

1. AN s Chief Eud i+ to GLORIFY
GOD. Asthisis fift meatigned in the An-
{wer, {o it hath the Preheminence in our Con-
fideration : This and that which follows, arc
not put diftributiveiy, bur fuhordinately 4 for
it is a Definition, and not g Diftribution, that
we are upon the Confideration of,

T w O things here call-for our enquiry, vis.
r. What is meant by Glorifying Ged 7 2. The
Evidence that this is Man’s Chief End.

B [[._l WH.d T is meart 5} G[r)rifyf?fg God ?

A. WE oughr carefully to beware of being
miftaken in this Point ; it beingthar in which
our whole Life is to be employed, and upon
which our whole Happinefs hath it abfolute
Dependence: fo that an Error herye fpoils all,&
necellitates us to live in vain. Here therefore,

1. Negatively, - IT intends not thar we are
able 10 make any Addition 1o God’s immediate &
effenmtial Glory yar though we fhenld or con'd make
bim more gloricus in Iunfelf than be &, and Fath
been from oll Erermizy, 8o 10 do is out of the
Reach, and above the Capacity, either of An-
gels or Men : and that appears for thefe Two
Leafons,

. FRO M 1he Infinite Perfettion of God's
invate Glory, rendring it incapable of any Accefs
er lncreafe. To that which is abiolutely per-
fett, nothing can be added : fuch is God’s Be-
ing and Glory : could it receive any thing, it
were not infinite : were it capable of Increafe,
it were imperfect in Degrees : Goodnefs it
felt cannot be made berter; Happinefs it
felf can never be happier. Cenmcretes may re-
ccive Magss et Minws, but Absiraits are Sy
perletives. God therefore makes that chal
lenge of all his Creacures, Rem. 11. 35. Who
batb firfl given to bim — intimating that there
are no Such.

2. BECAUSE all tha: any have, they re-
cetved it of bim, And thatis’ the Argnment
ufed, Ver. 36. For of bim, and through bum, and
to bim, are all ihings : to whom beglory for ever,
Awen,  All that Men carr offer up 10 God, is

nothing tut what they were firft beholden
him for ; o that they can give him nothing
back but his own : For tlis we haveDawid’s fill
Acknowledgement, 1 Chron 29. 12, 14. Now
therefore, our Gid, we thank ibee, and praife :by
glorioms mume.  Buat Who am I and what is
people, that we fbinld be able 10 cffcr Jo willingly
dj}f?" IFJi.rﬁrI ? J’D?’ G.{I ?')fﬂg: come nf fbé‘f, ﬁﬂi
Of. thine oun bave we gi;ve:‘r! Ib(:'t'. God 15 No
ways bchelden to us for ourScryice: He needs
it not, though it be our Duty apd our Hapri-
nefs o ferve him, Yob 35.6,7, 2 If thou fin-
neSt, what doetl thon vgainit bim ¢ or if thy iranf-
griffions be maultiplied, whatr doefl thew ungo bim 2
If thou be righteous, what ¢iveft thow bim > ¢r
chat receiveth be of thine band ?

2. Pofitively. T O Glorify God is 1o fhets forsh
bis G!o::y,ta declare bim o be m’ﬂﬁ g/griay_r, There
is a dec/araiive Glory of God, which he him-
fch alms at in all kis Works of Creation and
Providence 5 which is the making himfelf
known, in the Manifoftation of his glotious
Being and Perfections by the Foot-fteps there-
of, which leave a-vifible Print upon ail . That
hedefigned it, appears in, Provi16.4, The Lord
bath made all things for bimjelf . Rev. a.11.
Thowary worthy, O Lord, to receive glory, and
borowr, and pewer : for thew Pafl created all
things, and fur thy pleafnre ey are, and were
created. That they ¢o declare it may be feen,
Plal. vo. hegin, Toe penvens declare the glory of
Ged : and 1l firmamenr fhetoetl bis Fondy wor k,
&c. Rom. 119,20, Bicaufe thae wihr ol mey be
fnown of God, is manifeft 11 thew y Jor God bails
Sfrewed it umyo them.  For the invifibie things of
bim from the creation of the worid are clearly fern,
being underflood by the things that are made, even
bis erernal power and Godbead, fo thit they are
withexr excufz, So A& 14. 17. New Man, as
he wasmade capable of it in Creationy {o he
is obliged hy the Law ot Gubernation, to Ga-
ther up, and Refle€t back upon God rhePraifz
and Giory of'all this, by acknowledging it to
him.and anfwerably ferving of him. Hence the
Glorifying of God isexpounded to us in Serip-
ture by othercquipoilent Termsy Sheevimg forily
his Praife, Ya. 43. 21, Speaking and Talking of
his Greatnefs & coodnefs, Plak 145,10, 11, 12,
Sbewing forth bis Selvation, PO, 8. 2, Givirg
Dim bis duwe dcknowledgmens, Ver 7, 8. &ver. 1c.
Saying among the beaiben that 1be Lovd reigrett g
And many the like.

M ORE particularly Godis to be glorifyed
by us,

() IN oxr Heares : And that,

1. BT entertaining fuitable Thougits & Cona
ceprions of bim. When we employ our Minds
in taking up becoming Apprehenfions of Cod,
fuch as are honougable, we then honoer him in
Heart. And indeed Honour, which is one part
of our Duty & Eund, is properly the high Roem
Lie hath inour Souls : without it all cunward
Shews are hypocritical, and meer Mockery,
We know therefore thatGod calls for theHearr,
and judgeth according ro it

2. BY a Freme of Hearr juivalilc 1o thefe L=
proffiens, ‘Thereby we fet up kis Trephies in

wur
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out Souls,and that is properly Glorifying him:
And that contains divers thingsin 1t.
Efpecially, * ] ) )

1. A N bearty Aloraiion aof hm accm'img 10
ghat glovious Groducfs we bave difcovered 1 bim,
We acknowledge him King and Sovereign;
and accordingly we bew down before him, and
worlhip him - Hense we are o oft«;n called
upon to Worlhip bim, and to Adore kim,in the
SC;lptjfﬁ‘; ring of bimJor bis Greatnefs, & for
bis Goodnefs. We lte that in him which tells
us that he is to be Feared 5 and we therefore
nourith a reverential Fear of him in us, to
keep us in our Place, and to excite us to our
Duty, in Attendance to thar Direttion, Ha.
g. 1. Seadify the Lord of bofts himfelf, € ler
Fim beyour fear, and let bim be your dread.

2. A Trufling 1n bim.a repefing our Confidence,
€5 lpaning the whole Weight of onr Souls upon
bim. The more fully, quietly and refolvedly,
we ¢in do it, the more do we Honour Ged -
and therefore as we are often called upon to
truft in him, fo they are declared happy that
fo do y PRl 2. 12. Bleffed are all they that pat
gheir riaft in ham. ) )

. A Submitiing our Wills 20 bur Command,
Sucha God is to be obeyed and all his Per-
feftions challenge our Submiffion to him -
all Re'igion thetefore is comprehended in a
Living to his Will 5 1 Pet. 4. 2. That Dz zo
Jonger fhowid five the reft of bic time in the flofp,
20 the lujls of men, Lut io the will of God, And
that begins in Willing his Will.

s. 1NV a guiet Entertaining ‘all bis Provi-
dences, with an hearty dpprobation of them, becaxfe
He is the Porter & we the Clay. A {aying Good is
the word ¢f the Lord, when it never {o much
thwarts our own Natural Inclinations,

(2) IN our Word:s : By confeling himbe-
fore men, and verbal Acknowledgment of him
to be fuch a God 5 and profefling of all thof:
Obligatirns lying upon us, to Love, Obey,
Fear, and Believe in him. The Tongre is cal-
1ed our Glory, and we make it {o indeed,when
we ule it todeciare Gods Glory.

(3 ) INowr p.alicalConverfarion. When we
direct all our Aftions, Natural, Civil, Reli-
gious to his Glory, according to the forementi-
oned Precept, 1 Cor. 10 3T, When we o lack
to our Ways, that they may be to cur utmolt
capacity pertormed for the Matter, Manner, &
2!l Circumftances, as that God may be Ho-
noured, and his Name Exalted by us. How
all this is to be done, is the Matter Difculied
in all the reft of the Catechifm,

[2.3 FOR Evidence that this is Mans Chief
End, “This will appear from thefe Cenfide-
rations.

1. MAN nuft bave a Lot & Chicf End,
He muit have an End, or elfc he were in vain.
A Being that hath no End, is for nething,
and had as good not to have been, Vani-
ty is propetly the coming fhort of an End ,
and whether it be for Want of one, or by
Mitling of it, it comes all to one at the laft:
4ed he muft have a Lalt End, elfe he can ne-

ver be happy ; for if there were an Infinite
Svhordination in his Ends, he conld never
come to hisReltingPlace, burmutt be an Fver-
lafting Secker, wandring in his endiefs Quell.

2, 000 s Glory ¢5 the Laft Eud of 41} the Croa-
tures, and ticrefore of Haw. He alfois a Picce
of the Crzation, and partakes in whatfoevet
is common to the Whole: But that all things
were made for God’s Glory, is cleatly afferced
inScripiure; forementioned Frova6.4.Rev.g. 11,

3 MAN war nextiy dnd immediately smade
Jor the Giory ¢f Ged. Other Crearares were
made for it wltimately, bur Man borh nexdy
and ultimately too. The other parts of the
Vifible Creation were nextly made for Man
and his Service, FfzZ 8. And in ferving Him
they were to ferve God : They were to be
his Helps in it, both to encounrage him,
and to difcover much of Ced to him : But
there was nothing fteod between God and
Him to intercept his Service,  Angels might
be his Collarerzls and in many Relpetls more
noble Beings 5 but They were not to be Wor-
fhipped and Served by him, but God alone :
Andfor the iciing him to this Scervice He re-
ceived the Imape of God, which was his
Created Sanitification,

4. M A N can bave woother Laft End bur God
& bisGeory. For then it muft be either the Crea-
ture orHimf{elf: A Thisd cannot be thought of:
But it can be neither of theft as will appear,

(1) IT cannor be the Creatiere sneither inGe-
neral, yior any Particolar, for thefe Reafons.

1. BECAUSE the Creature is iviferiour 1o
Him . A Man’s End is to be looked for above
him, and not beneath him: but Man 1s Supen-
ont to thefe : He 15 letter and more ex-
cellent than they, in his Being, and thercfore
cannot be for ther.

2. BECAUSE Man ir the Oreatures Next
Ead,  That therefore cannot be His Laft End :
That that fhould be made for Man's Service,
and that yet Man fheuld be to ferve that, impli-
eth a Contradition : But God gave all thele
things to Man to Rule over them, Gen. 1. 28,
And God bl ffed them, & God faid wite them, Be
fraitjul, € multiply, & veplenifb the earth £ fub-
due it ¢ and bave dominion over ibe fifh of 1he feu,
£ over the fowl of ibe air, & cver every livigg
thirg 1hat moveth upon the earth.

3. BECAUSE the Creature cannot Sarisfy
bim. Man’s Laft End and his Objedtive Hap-~
pinefs are the fame : And the Wife-Man when
he would prove that this canuot be the Creafure,
renders that as a [officient Reafon, Eeel: 1. 8.
Al things arefull of labour, man (tunct #iter it ;
the eye i not fatisfiod with feeing, wor the ear fil-
led with bearing. And that is far from being a
Laft End, which when enjoyed leaves the Man
Mifzrable, Mat, 16, 26. For what 15 @ man profi-
sed, if be fhail gain the whole world, T /ofe bis own

oyl ?

(2, NEITHER can Ms be bis OwnLaft End,

For,

1. THE End muf? be fomething Better thay
the Means tbat ferve 1o 1t For the Goodnefs of
the Mcans as fuch,is npthing elfe but their Servi-

cablenefs
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cablenefs to the End ; whereas the Goodnefs of
the End isin it felf: Thus our Savicur argues,
Mat. 6. 25. Therifore T fay wnto yow, Take no
thought for your isfe, what ye fball ear, or what ye
Jhall dringy nor yet for your body what ye jkall

wt on s Is nee the iife more 1han meat, and ihe
body that vaimens £

2. THERL ira Being Beiter than Man and
theref-re He camnor be bis Gwn (bief End. The
Laft End, and the Chief Good, are One and the
Same : There is therefore no refting till we
gome there : God is his Own Latt End, becanie
thete is none better s but then he is no Mean,
but erly an End : But God is betrer than Man,
Mat. 19, +7. dnd be fard anio bim, Why calleft
thou mie good 2 there is none good but onc, that is
GO Heis only Eflentially and Supremly
Good: All Geodnefls in Man is only by Par-
ticipation.

3. MAN cannor be bis oren Huppinefs, and
thereforc mor bis own Chief Fnd.  An End that
cannot happity him, is not worthy of that
Name, Man isa Dependent Being 4 his Fe-
Iicity isout of himfelf : Ir was fo in his beft
Srate of Integriry ; much more in his lapfed
State of Mifery : He muft go out of himielf]
if ever he will be well : God slone is an
Adequate Objeét for Felicity 5 He only can be
a Portion for the Soul, Law. 3. 24, So that
if Man cannor find his Life neither in the Cres-
ture, not in Himfelf, but in God alone, it fol-
lows of Neceflity, that not They, but He only
muft be his Chief Fnd,

[ Fes 28 71487 ]

ILN X ANS next Chief End 1o the Glorily-



