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HAT is the CHIEF
END of Man?

A NswzRr

Man’s Chief End is to
GLORIFY GOD, and
ENJOY HIM for ever.

TP HAT it hath been coffomary in the

F Clmrch of Chrift from the beginming, to
draw up the main and moft necefiary points of
Religion into a Method,which we gommonly call
2 Body of Divinity, there needs na tmoere to make
it evident, but that of Faz/in hisadvice to Trmo-
thy, 2 'Tim. 1. 13, {doid foft the form of found
woras, which thow baft beard of me, in faith and
love which is in Chrift Fefues, The great Ufe-
Julnefs of which cuftom is 1manifelt, 1 that it
is profitable for all forts of Chriftians, Tt is of
great uie for Jourg ones, that they may-be prin-
cipled in the Truth, and preferved from being
drawn away with Exror 3 which is vfhally occa-
fined by a confufed knowledge, and want of
bemg well fettled at fiefh. 1t 15 neceffary for
Hunifters of the Gefpel, for their profitable Pyea-
ehing, and help to reduce a1l their Doctrines, to
the proper fonndamental Axticle they relate uy-
to. And for every Frofeffor, it 1s excecding ai—
vantageous, to help them in reuding the Scrip-
tures, and trying of Dotirines, The reducing
thele Heads or Auticles hito a Catecherival way,

for the better infirtution of Youth, is of no late
Original.  The Primitive Church had it's Care-
ehamenz, fuch as were queftioned abont the Mat-
ters of Faith diftinétly, in order to their coming
to the Lord’s Table, Norare there obfture foot=
fteps forCatechifing in the Scripture : The word
tranflated lafiruiied, Luk. 1, 4. fignifies Catrechi=
Jed: the fame word is ufed, A%, 13. 25. Gal. 6.6.
which ward fignifies a being tavght the Rudis
ments of any Art whatfiever agd is iu the New
Teftament applied to the fuft Elements of the
Chriftian Religion.  Aud that it is commonly
received among Profefiors, appears in that all
Churches in all Nations, and among all forts,
have their Carechifms.

THERE have been various Methods obferved
i the compiling of thefeSy/fesns ; But that whicl
hath of late more generally obtsined among us,
1s that of this Carechifm. The Expofition wicre=
of having once, 'more glancingly gone over, for
the help of Young cnes efpecially , I fhall en-
deavonr in this fccond Eflay, more cluborate]y
to open ; adding to the clearing up of the feaje
of 1be Dolirine, as there is occation, the removal
of Objellions, and futisfying Cafes of confeicnce
depending. .

TOUCHING the Metliod of the Catechifin in
geneval, we may obferve s Thatthe Great ‘Lhing
which all Rational and Inumortz] Creatures have
to be moftly inquifitive about, is HAPPINESS <
The Subftance of this Inquiry may be reduced to
Two Heids, orgathered up in two Queltions,
vig, Witar &5 Happine)g i and How may it be Co-
tuined ¥ Sothat the whale Doétrine hereto rela-
ted, bares refpeét either to the £ad oF te the
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Léﬁures #pon the

Quelt. L

Mzans. Happinefs propesly confifts in our at-
tzining of our End, and this is reached unto
by a right ufing of Means fuitable and propen
The End, tho’ 1t be laft in execrtion, yet 15 the
firft in intention ; and being that unto which
she Means are to be fitted, s that which 1s firft
to come into confideratior > becaufe, the better
that is known, the fitta We aic to judge of the
other. A Man canne fationally tell what he
is to do, until he firl anderftand what it 1s for =
hence therefore aé Arts and Sciences are wont o
be defired by #eir ENDS : unto which, all
that is delive:ed under them, is to be Reduced
and the dignity, worth or excellency of every
Art, 35 theaeby to be judged of. '

T Y EArt erDeffrine,which we have now un-
der Confiderationis DIV INIT Y, or Religion:
and not only fo, but the Chriftian Religion, or
that which is fuited to direét and guide falien
Man to Glory. That there is fuch a Dodrine
is not hard to be proved: for if there be an Hap-
pinefs provided for fallen Man, there muft bea
Way to bring him to the Enjoyment of it 5 and
confequently a Rule to fet himin that Way, and
conduét him in it sand that is Religion.

T HE fpecial Worth of this Dotirine hewing
it to excel 5l others, difcovers it's {elf in the
£nd that it points Men to ; and that is BL E S-
SEDNESS, than which nothing can be more
excellent ot defirable.

T H E Firft Queftion withits Anfwer isaKey
20 ail the Reft, becaufe they refer to Divinity no
further than they refer Hither : it is _therefore
necellary to ftate this Cafe rightly : for which
purpofe,I fhall firft take an accomt of the Thing
aimed at 11 the Queflion, and then proceed to
give the Right meaning of the Anfuwcr.

fFirlt, 1~ the BUESTIO N, we are warily
1o note what the Enguiry is abosr © And here are
two Pofitions.

L IT is about Mans END. Man is there-
fore properly & peculiarly concerned in it : It
belongs to every rational Creature to know what
he was made for, and what is his proper Work.
Till = Work-man knows his End,he cannot work
prudently : for how fhould he be able to chufe
and ufe Means, except he knew for what ? The
reafon why the moft of Men lead fuch foolifh
1.ives,and do fo many impertinent Actions,is be-
canfe they know not what they live for, nor
whereto their a@tionstend : And if they would
be perfwaded to compare their Works with their
End, they would readily call themifelves Fools.
Now when Man’s END ' is enquired after, we are
to obferve,

1. Negarively, THE Queftion is not about
that which the moft of Men do praificelly make
their End,or propound to themielves as their De-
fign. The Defign of Divinity is to tell us what
is Righry and by that it gives us light to difco-
ver that whichis Wrszg, Fallen Man is therein
unhappy, becauft he hath loft his Right End,and
is fallen upon others, which are fo various, that
they are alflo endlefs, Eccl 7. 29. Lo, this oniy
bave I found, thar God bath made man upright :
but they have fought our mBRy inventions.

2. Poffisively or Afermazively . THERE are

are three things efpecially intended in it.

. WHAT 7 that End, which Man is by tle
Precepr commanded so aim at? Qv What it a5 thar
_God would bave Man to make bis End? Mans be-
ing fallen fhort by fin,doth not nullify the Rule :
his Duty {till abides : the Force of the Comraand
is not Fnervated : whether he doth {6 er o
pradtically, yet it is his Duty to make this his
End 5 God appointed him fo to do, and it is his
izt to do otherwife ; for which reafon thofe two
things are put together, Rom.3. 23 For a// bave
Sinned, arnd come fhort of e glory of God.,

2. WHAT isrher End which doth moft proper-
Iy fute the Narure of Man ? What is noft proper
and rarional for bim to follow? andin the making
choice whereof, be can only difcever true Wifdom ¢
According to that, Job 28. 28, 47d unte man be
Jeid, Bebold, tbe fear of the Lord,thas is Wifilom,
and to depart from evil is underflanding.  Foras
when Ged wrought the works of Creation,he had
a Defign in every Creature which he made; o
he therein difplayed his Infinite Wildom, in that
he fidted all the Creatures Natarcs and Ends
one to another. This then is the End which
Man, ifhe knows himfelf, and his Nataral Con-
ftitution, will propefe to himfelf, as belng made
for it, and all his faculties were fuited 1o 1t, be~
fore fuch time as Sin had depraved taem.

3. W HAT is that End which, if artaired
by bim, will make bim Happy?Manisa Creature
that was made capable of Happinefs : whichno

other inferiour Creature, can ever attain mnto.
Hence God was pleafed to appoint him fuch an
End, asin the attainment whereof hg might be
Bleffed for ever. Every other thing by reaching
it’s Fnd, attains to its Goednefs ; but Mah by
his, gains his Felicity : Hence that, lfa. 56, 2.
Biejfed is the man thar doeth thic, atd 1he fin of
man that layeth bold o iz« thar keepeth the fub-
batb from polluting it, and keepeh bis band jrom
doing any evil. Jam. 125, Bur whofo foofeth into
the perfeld law of liberty, and convinueib ierein,
be being nos a forgetful bearer, but o doer ¢f the
work, this manfball be blefled in bis deed Aud
ifl') ]he falls fhort of it, he makes himfelf Mifer-
able,

1. 1T is Maw’s C HIEF End, which is bere
enguired after, The Queftion takes it for grant-
ed, that 2 Mam may have Diver/r Ends, which
he prepofeth to himfelf in his actions ; and that
not only pratically, through miftake, butlaw-
fully and regularly. There are varioss Defigns,
and diverfities of Operations which Manis ap-
pointed to: and hence there are_divers Arts
and Sciences, which he hath to guide him there-
in, and every Art hath its diftin@ End. But
we are here given to underftand, that Di
venity or Religion hath its peculiar Glory and
Preference, in that its bufinefs is to treat of
Man’s Cheif End. That a Man may and malt
have Divers Euds in his Operations, appeaxs for
Two Reafons. .

1. Becaufe thereis many 1imes & Subordinati-
ot of Means: Ttis foin every Art: there bang

a great many Steps to e taken in_thc Way to
that End, which is firftly and principally aimed

at : Yea, Natuze it {elf follows fuchan oﬂer
ot
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Hof. 2. 21, 22, A man doth one thing for a-
nother, and rhar for another 5 and fo till he
sefts in fomerhing, beyond which he hath no
relpe& : which Suherdination produceth e~
mifold Ends; becaufe thar for which another
thing is done, bears the refpedt of an End unto
that which was done for it, Thus a Car
penter cuts ene piece of Titmber for a Greund-
fe), another for a Poff, &¢, though all be for
the Houle.

2, BECAUSE 2 Man bears Divers Capaci-
gies or Relations, towhich be 15 29 refer bis rele
tive AStions, and 10 aim at the Difcharge of them.
A Man may be a Member of a Civil or Ecclefi-
aftical Seciety ; and he is as fuch, to feek the
Good and Prolberity of that Sociery 5 and
whac he doth, as fuch a Member, ought to
look that way. He may have the tarc of a
Family upon him,to previde for,and difcharge
many Offices to; and hence maff make that
his £nd in many things which he doth : To this
purpole is that of the Apoltie, 1(er. 7. 32, 24.
Man hath a badily Life to take care {or, Food
ond Raiment to provide, and for th's is ap-
pointed his Labour in his particular Calling
and heis 1o make it his next knd, teclé,7, a4
the lebour of man is for bis mont",

N OW among all thefe Ends thata Man
propounds to himf{clf, thereis and m it te
One that is  biefy, Cne that is rreferrable to all
the reft, ard hears the bell away from- them:
and the Reafen is, becaufe thereis {omething
that he was {pecially and vltimately made for:
& will farther appear,if we confider what are
the NOTES, by which cur CliefEndis 1-le udg-
ed of, which are more principally thefeThree :

1. THAT, ix the Ananment whereof, a
Man’s Beft and bigh- f# Good dot L corfift. Ttis
a Rule in Legick Fimis et Bunium converiuilir
the End & Goodnefs of a thing are (he fame.
If then there be Degrees of Goodnefs in the
things aimed as, there muit be Degreesin the
Ends: Ifene thing beBetter than another,&con-

fequently if there be a Beff Good, there is aChicf
End. For that which isBeft. can be but One;
and that there is fo, is intimated in that of
€ hiift, Mat. 19,17, There is aone good bus one,
i.e. eminenily, fuperlatively pood 5 Goodnels
it felf, compared to whom the Goodnefs of all
other things difappears,

9. TH AT to nbich all other Ends ought to
{erve,ar fomany Meens: For that which is fub-
ordinate, always looks forward,and points to
that which is frpream. That End, to which
every other Fnd pays comtribution, and no far-
ther truly benefts cheMan than as it helps him
to the Enjoyment of that, is the Chigf; and
that there is fuchap one is cerrain. It is a re-

ceived Maxim, thar all Aris cre Handmaids
o Drvimity 5 and whar are they hut Bules to
diref¥Man how to attain his fubordinate Ends?
Man labours that he may ear, heeats that he
may live : and if that be all his Happinefs,
meerly 1o Jive, whar is he bherter thana Beaft?
The Apoltle plainly affures gs, that there s
®ne Point jo which al] Human A&ions center,
and that mult needs be Man’sChief End, Cor.

10, 31, Whether therefore ye ear or drink, of,
whatfoever ye do, do aif 1o the glory of God,

2. THAT which is only o End, ord wop a
Mean.  All fuberdinate Ends are alfo Meyng
refpectively @ as they lcok backward, they are
Endsj but as_they look forward they areMeans;
but that Wluch is the Thief {esves 1o no ather,
It is that in which Maa caght to reftand in the
Frmtlon of it to count himfclfas happy, as he
is capable nf being madey e is to 1ake ie for
his full Portion. 8o he, Lam. 3, o4, Fhe Losd
is my portion faib my foul---. Such an End
there muit be, or Man can never he Bleflid ¢
becaufe becould never come to hig Relling
Place, but mult be left ina Labysinth, end cage
ried on inan endlels Purfuit of Happinefs,

HERE that Great CA S E belengs, wis,

HOW fall adan kvow tiar bis Ends be Righy 2

THE foregoing Diteeurfe well pender @,
will give light to the Kefolution of it; {iom
whence may be gathered thele farisiuSory
CONCLUSIONS. If car Frs be Bigby,

1. W E bave aa End, which we pey sbe Refpid
of 2 ¢hief Fnd unta. Thege is Cuc o by Apr
Fointment s and except we look upon (e ag
1o pragiically, we muit needs be in an Ertorn,
Thar Man that hath no more Leve to, nor is
fpecielly carryed cut after Usne more than all
other, Tath no Chief and theretere is an a falfe
bottom :Hear the Plaimilt, Plal. - 2, 33, Whogr
bove I in Peaven but thee » and there is none
afon carch that 1d fire befides thee,

2. WE bave made choice of ihat 1o be cur Laff
End, vhich Ged bub Comemanded ar ja 1o s,
There is but O.e ; and if we be not f1lici upon
rFag, we labour under a Lelnficn @ forthere is
no other, the Chtaining whercot is able rg
render us truly Happy., Cod hath not leit i
to Man’s Arbitrary Choice, to fer up what
End he wilsbur hath fiiewn him what is zood
and diredled kim to fix upon ity Leut. 30. 3%,
1 call beaven and earth to record this 4.y again
you, that 1 have fet before you life & dewD, U f~
Jing and carfing v therefire cboofe life, thar both
thou and thy fecd may live,

3. W E purfue all oiber Infericur Ends for the
Sake of the Latt, but the Laft for it's Own fuike,
Religion doth not difallew hofe, bot enly re-
gulates them : It gives them cheir p'ace, and,
iT'we do fo too,we do well, Ard lEiS isdong,
when we endeavour fo ro follow rhew, asta
help and encourage us in following shar, and
net to hinderus ; When we labour, both ra
carry ther on notwithftarding the o ber, ard ro
forwzid that by the othery And whenwe have
brought them thither, there we reft  Hence
that, 1Pet. g, x1. [f any midi fieck, et ban: fprak
as the oracles ef God y if any mar 5in fler Jer U
do it a5 of the akiiry which God giveth : pha Ged
in all things may ‘e glorifyed tbrougl- J fus (Prifi
10 whom be praife & domirion for ever & cver,
Amen, '

4. W E are more moderare and iudiffercit i
our Purfuit of ail Other, bur mefl tnf.itiable 7
profecetion of This. As 10 the Former. Pogl
guides us to 1 righe 3Ming about them, y {or.
.29, 30, And ghiz I fuy, baeibren, 1he niwe 1s

B2 Jhark,
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[hort, It remaineththat both they that bave wites,
be ai though they bad none 5 And they that weep,
¢z3 thongh they wept not 5 and they thar rejopee,
as though they rejoyced ot y end ihey that buy,
as though they pofl-fled mor,  As to the Latter,
the Scripture defcribes ovr Purfuitofit, by the
‘hungriog, thitfting, lorging, panting, fainting
of the Sonl afrer i, P2l 42, 1, 2. ds 2he Hore
pametb afier the warer-brocks, fo panrerh my frul
after thee, 0 God, By foul thirfiesh for God, for
zhe living God : when fball I come and appear be-
Fore God !

5. W E can cbearfally fuffer Difappeintment
a7 our Qber Ends, and conns our felves Gainers
By the Lofs, i 1 promote the Chif. Sodid Faul,
Phil. 2. 7. Bat what things uere gain tome, thofe
A conmred lofs for Chrift, And Chap. 1. 18, 19,
So the Hebrews, Chap 1o, 34. 4rd reok joyfully
zhe fpoiling of your goods, knoving in your feives
ghat ye bhave 1x beaven aberver € an enduring
Jubftance, And fo Febn the Baptift, Joh.2.29,2c.
He shat barb the bride, i the bride-groom : but tbe
friead of the bride groom, which flandesh €5 bear-
eth bim, rejoyeeth greatly becaufe of the bride-
grootis voice : this my joy thevefore is fulfilled,
He muft increafe, bur I maft decreafe.

A ND letit be our Care to be well refolved
3n thisCafe; it being the Foundation of our e-
verloftingConfolation : If we mifsit inthe right
placing of our End, we lofe the Benefit of all
the Means, As it is the Firft Queftion in Di-
vinity, #hat is Man’s Chief Fnd 3 and all reters
to it 1o itis the Firft Enquiry,that every man
{heuld make of his own Soul, ¥bhar is the Uli-
amote Endthap [ am veaching after @ This forthe
ienie of the Queltion.

[ Jan. 31 1687, ]
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